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Reflections for Weekly Bulletins
First Quarter 7 January – 8 April 2007
Readings from A Prayer Book for Australia 

and An Australian Lectionary Year C.

Written by the Reverend Dr Ron Dowling – Diocese of Adelaide

Welcome to 2007 … 
and ABM’s ‘Reflections for Weekly Bulletins’, for another year. We look forward to bringing you a year of helpful resources as you continue to read and reflect on the scriptures each week. 

The Rev Dr Ron Dowling is Rector of the Parish of St Mary Magdalene in the heart of the City of Adelaide. He is also a member of the General Synod Liturgy Commission. One of his other great claims to fame – at least as far as ABM is concerned - is his very generous contribution to the production of the ever popular ABM Calendar. Ron has for many years now been a part of the editorial team for the calendar and provided us with all of the information on the liturgical dates and colours, saints’ days and festivals. We would certainly be lost without his enormous contribution to this useful resource. Consequently with this vast knowledge of the church and scripture I am delighted that he agreed to write the Reflections for this Quarter and I am sure you will be too. 

Ron challenges us each week to recognise that we have the strength and the ability to answer God’s call to us to be people of mission through our experience of the life of Jesus and the relationship he has, and we can have, with God. 

This call to ministry (which of course will be different for everyone), needs to be based on love, truth, and obedience, and can in turn encourage us to see that to live it fully and abundantly as Jesus does will not always be easy but in the end will hopefully lead to a life lived out in great joy and gladness.   
From all of us at ABM we wish you a challenging and courageous journey through Lent and a blessed and holy Easter.

Yours in Mission

DEBRA

Debra Saffrey-Collins

Editor ABM Weekly Reflections

Communications Program Co-ordinator
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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email, we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each weeks’ reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the end of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.
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Reflections for Weekly Bulletins
First Quarter 7 January – 8 April 2007
Baptism of our Lord (First Sunday after Epiphany) – January 7 
Isaiah 43.1-7; Acts 8.14-17; Luke: 3.15-22

The Season After Epiphany begins with the Festival of the Lord’s Baptism. It is important that we note that Jesus’ ministry begins only after he has responded to God’s call in his baptism and hears God’s affirmation of love, “You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased”. It is because Jesus is loved that he responds in obedience. In baptism God calls us to ministry, not because we are worthy, but because we are loved, too. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007).

· Pray that we may know God’s love for us and hear the call to ministry.

· Pray for Archbishop James Ayong and all the people of Papua New Guinea.
Second Sunday after Epiphany - January 14

Isaiah 62.1-5; Corinthians 12.1-11; John 2.1-11

We begin to read from 1 Corinthians in course today. In this Season After Epiphany the First (Old) Testament lesson is chosen to match the Gospel passage. Isaiah likens the relationship we have with God to a joyful marriage. At Cana Jesus performs his first “sign”. The sign not only begins to reveal who Jesus is, it brings about much happiness and joy at the simply human level. Jesus came to bring abundant life. Is our ministry marked with joy and gladness? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray that we may honour God with a ministry that shows joy and gladness to the world.

· Pray for the work of the Anglican Church of Melanesia serving the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and New Caledonia.
Third Sunday after Epiphany – January 21

Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12.12-31; Luke 4.14-21

The public reading of the Scriptures is a vital part of every liturgy – it is part of being Anglican. Ezra reads from the Law and reminds the people that they are to worship God and attend to the poor. Jesus, too, gives the same teaching as he reads publicly from Isaiah. Jesus’ teaching in the synagogue is not about personal belief or private spirituality, but doing God’s justice, and creating God’s community. Paul’s teaching about the community (body) needs to be heard loudly in these difficult times. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Give thanks for the opportunities to be God’s people, worshipping in community.

· Pray for ABM’s Literacy Program – empowering women and changing the future.
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – January 28


Jeremiah 1.4-10; 1 Corinthians 13.1-13; Luke 4.21-30

The love of God is the theme of the famous passage from 1 Corinthians 13 – the enduring quality of love seen first and foremost in Jesus. However in the Gospel passage Jesus now begins to meet opposition. Luke introduces this important motif of his gospel: witnessing to the love of God is never easy and will meet rejection. Jeremiah learnt this through his own suffering. God did not forsake him, and will never forsake us. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray for courage as witnesses to God’s love for all people.

· Pray for the students studying at Newton Theological College PNG. 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany – February 4
Isaiah 6.1-8(9-13 to their call to); 1 Corinthians 15.1-11; Luke 5.1-11

Although the circumstances are different, Isaiah, Paul and Peter react in much the same way to their individual calling. Each of them recognises their own unworthiness. But that is not the point. Each is called because God knows and loves them to their very hearts. Each is empowered for their work of proclaiming the good news of God’s incredible love and forgiveness for all people. It’s the same with each of us. We are not called to any ministry that is beyond us. But we may have to stretch a little. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Give thanks that God knows and loves us to our very heart and calls us to ministry.

· Give thanks for the ministry of the Yarrabah Community in Nth Qld. and their witness to Australians everywhere, through the ‘Bringing the Gospel Home’ Mission Program.
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany - February 11

Jeremiah 17.5-10; 1 Corinthians 15.12-20; Luke 6.17-26

Luke’s version of the sermon shows a more practical side rather than Matthew’s ‘spiritual’ version. It also includes a series of “woes”. The sermon is about where to put your trust. The same can also be said for Jeremiah’s prophecy and Paul’s teaching about the resurrection. Trusting in the God of resurrection is not risk-free, but those who take this risk, who do not put their trust in the things of this world, are the ones who will be truly blessed. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray for the courage to take a risk and trust in God.

· Pray for the work of Sr. Doreen CSC in Honiara and her work with women and children who are abused or traumatised by the civil unrest.

Last Sunday after Epiphany - February 18

Exodus 34.29-35; 2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2; Luke 9.28-36

The final Sunday of this Season After Epiphany centres on the great revelation of Jesus’ nature in the strange event we call the transfiguration. It is after this event that Jesus sets out on his final journey to Jerusalem. (Hence the placing of this reading on the Sunday before Lent.) Understanding this story is difficult because it is mystery and mystery is better experienced. The disciples do not understand until Jesus’ death and resurrection have occurred. In this they, and we, experience the greatest mystery of all. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray that we might be open to hear God’s call to each one of us.

· Pray for the work of the Anglican Church in Myanmar (Burma).


First Sunday in Lent - February 25

Deuteronomy 26.1-11;] Romans 10.4-13; Luke 4.1-15

Throughout the history of our faith tradition there is the temptation to set up idols. This mostly occurred when change and insecurity were all around. These idols – gods – were built on the basis of human need, which is a form of fundamentalism. Jesus faces a time of change when God calls him in his baptism to bring in God’s reign. Satan tempts him with God substitutes. In our age when we are faced with change and uncertainty we can be tempted to a form of fundamentalism. Today reminds us that a god built from human needs and insecurities is not God at all. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray that our worship may be a true encounter with God.
· Pray for the work of the Anglican Church in Korea.
Second Sunday in Lent – March 4


Genesis 15.1-12, 17-8; Philippians 3.17-4.1; Luke 13.1-9

God and Abraham are friends – friends that trust each other and commit themselves to each other. The covenant between them is sealed liturgically. Paul also considers commitment, contrasting commitment to things of this world (including earthly rulers) with things of the heavenly realm. Jesus tells stories with the same theme: repentance is necessary, not to avoid disaster, but as a response to God’s mercy which is ever reliable and sure. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Give thanks that God calls us to be friends with him.

· Pray for the work of Episcopal Church of the Philippines.
Third Sunday in Lent – March 11

Isaiah 55.1-9; 1 Corinthians 10.1-13; Luke 13.31-35

What a contrast it is between Isaiah’s lyrical writing about God’s mercy and Paul’s sombre call to repentance. 
(I wonder how those bowed down by drought hear the Isaiah passage?) But God’s mercy and the need for repentance are never unrelated. God’s faithfulness binds them together. Jesus criticises his local ruler, Herod, but sets his face to his commitment to God by heading towards Jerusalem and the cross and the forging of a new covenant. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray that we may each show faithfulness like that which Jesus shows to his Father.

· Pray for the church at work in the Torres Strait Islands.

Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 18

Joshua 5.2-12; 2 Corinthians 5.16-21; Luke 15.11-32

The famous parable of the so-called “Prodigal Son” is the last of three parables about the lost and the found. However it goes further than the first two by including the contrasting reaction of the each son. True reconciliation never comes easily. It requires a new way of seeing relationships. So often we are not prepared to take a new view. It is easier to hang on to past resentments. But God’s promises are for all, and as Joshua reminds us, God is always faithful to them. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray that we may each be open to hearing a new view and cast away old resentments.

· Give thanks for the work of the ABM Inclusive Communities program bringing peace to Solomon Island and Vanuatu Communities.
Fifth Sunday in Lent - March 25

Isaiah 43.16-21; Philippians 3.3-14; John 12.1-8

Can we ever forget what lies behind us? Both Paul and Isaiah declare that something new is about to occur. We are reminded that for God, nothing is unredeemable; nothing lies outside the sphere of God’s powers of re-creation. Martha and Mary know this in the calling of Lazarus back to life. Yet Mary anoints Jesus with expensive ointment, acknowledging (as none of the others do) the cost of bringing about a ‘new thing’. Death comes before new life. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray for those who will visit our churches this Easter – maybe for the first time.
· Pray for the ministry of Hiley Diweula amongst Indigenous people in Alice Springs.
Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday) - April 1

Isaiah 50.4-9a; Philippians 2.5-11; Luke 22.14-23.56 or Luke 23.1-49

This Sunday focuses on the Passion rather than the entry into Jerusalem. Luke’s version of the passion narrative centres on judgement between truth and falsehood. As the story progresses more and more people neglect or refuse to see the truth. At the end, when Jesus hangs on the cross, they shout “Save yourself!” They fail to see the truth that Paul knows all too well: by not saving himself, Jesus becomes the salvation of the world. Let the same mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray that we may have our eyes open to see the truth and that we may continue to be challenged by the truth of the kingdom.
· Pray for the work of the church in Egypt especially amongst the Sudan..
Easter Sunday - April 8

Genesis 1, Exodus 14, et al; Romans 6.3-11 or Acts 10.34-43; John 20.1-18 or Luke 24.1-12

In both John’s resurrection story and Luke’s it is the women who come to discover that Jesus has been raised. In both accounts they relate this news to the male disciples who are not sure. It takes them a little time to begin to get used to the new creation (the resurrection is the mirror image of the Genesis creation story). Into this new creation we were baptised when in the waters of baptism we died and rose with Christ. So we, too, are the new creation. It takes a bit of getting used to, doesn’t it? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)
· Pray that in our lives we may show clearly our own encounter with the risen Christ.

· Give thanks for all those who so joyfully support ABM throughout the year. 

Important note next page – change of mailing address 
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Please don’t keep those funds to yourself!





If your parish, school or group still has money that was raised in 2006, please send it to us. 


We try to send money to our Partners on a regular basis and your gift ensures that we can continue to support them.





(see last page for mailing details,) 








Please Note We Have A 


NEW POSTAL ADDRESS 


All correspondence to:





ABM                        


Locked Bag Q4005,   


Queen Victoria Building 


NSW	1230








but everything else remains the same!





Street address:


ABM


Level 6, 51 Druitt Street


Sydney NSW 2000


Phone: 1300 302 663                     or in Sydney 9264 1021





Fax: (02) 9261 3560





Email: info@abm.asn.au





Website:


www.abmission.org
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