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Reflections for Weekly Bulletins
Second Quarter 15 April – 8 July 2007
Readings from A Prayer Book for Australia 
and An Australian Lectionary Year C.
Reflections Written by Linda Kurti Executive Director – ABM

Dear Friends,

The second quarter of Reflections for Weekly Bulletins is written by the Executive Director of ABM – Linda Kurti, and covers the period from the second Sunday of Easter – April 15th, through to the sixth Sunday in Pentecost on the 8th July.

As always we hope that these reflections will help you and your parishioners, students, or group members explore the Sunday readings.

At ABM we work to ensure that the material we send out to you is useful and of value. Weekly Bulletins are now part of a long tradition that seeks to resource the Anglican Church in Australia and we are proud to offer such a service to the church. 

Email Versions: Many people now receive these Reflections by email – if you wish to change from receiving a hard paper copy to an email version please contact Denise on info@abm.asn.au and she will be pleased to include your address on our email list.

I am sure that you will find Linda’s reflections to be enlightening and thought provoking. Thank you for your ongoing support of ABM

Yours Sincerely

DEBRA

Debra Saffrey-Collins

Communications Program Co-ordinator   
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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email, we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each week’s reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the end of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.
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Reflections for Weekly Bulletins
Second Quarter 15 April – 8 July 2007

Readings from A Prayer Book for Australia 
and An Australian Lectionary Year C.
Reflections Written by Linda Kurti Executive Director – ABM

Second Sunday of Easter - 15 April 2007. 

Acts 5.27-32; Psalm 118.14-29 Revelation 1.4-8; John 20.19-31

The disciples begin as a frightened group in hiding and go on to be fearless in sharing their faith before the Jewish leaders and Roman authorities.  To Thomas and the others, Jesus revealed himself with such power that the disciples would never be afraid again.  Jesus sent his disciples, and he sends us today, to witness without fear to the reality of God’s living presence in our lives.  (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Give thanks for our ability to worship without fear in Australia, and pray for Christians around the world who are persecuted for their faith;

· Pray for the Anglican Education Division as it serves children throughout PNG

Third Sunday of Easter - 22 April 2007. 

Acts 9.1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5.6-14; John 21.1-19
Jesus calls to Simon Peter, and to Saul of Tarsus, to follow him.  Peter needs many signs from Jesus before he understands; Saul has to be blinded before he can see clearly.  Yet to each God provides what is necessary - food, shelter, assistance - and shows the way forward.  What do we need before we can hear the voice of God calling us?  What are we asked to do in love for God?  (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Pray for deepening faith within ourselves and our communities, to more fully serve God and God’s people;

· Pray for the staff and students of Wontulp-Bi-Buya College in Cairns

Fourth Sunday of Easter - 29 April 2007.  

Acts 9.36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7.9-17; John 10.22-30

Jesus says plainly twice that no one shall take his sheep - his followers - from his hand.  God’s love for his people is so strong that, like a shepherd, he will not rest in caring and providing for them.  This promise from God is one that can strengthen us in times of trouble or despair, and can help us to endure difficulties and challenges.  Whatever our current circumstances, God is never far from us. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Give thanks for the blessings of our lives, and pray that, trusting in God, we may live faithfully;

· Pray for ABM’s Community Development team.

Fifth Sunday of Easter - 6 May 2007.  

Acts 11.1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21.1-6; John 13.31-35

Jesus says, love one another, and later Peter and the disciples learn that this means also loving the Gentiles, those who are different from them.  Jesus’ commandment to love is a key component of our faith: in response to God’s great love for us we have only to love God and one another.  This is a difficult and costly thing to do, but is how we shall be known as Christians. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Give thanks for God’s great and generous love, and pray for grace to love one another;

· Give thanks for the men and women being trained at St Andrew’s Theological Seminary in Manila

Sixth Sunday of Easter - 13 May 2007. 

Acts 16.9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21.10-14, 21.22 - 22.5; John 14.23-39 or John 5.1-9

The vision of the holy city in Revelation is almost too beautiful to imagine.  While it seems very distant from the reality of our own world, the glory of it can inspire us to create a better world to live in, one where love is the foundation of communities, where justice is honoured, peace reigns and God’s mercy is shared.  What can we do today to live according to the vision of God’s kingdom?  (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Pray for inspiration to serve God and participate in God’s mission in our world;

· Pray for the ministries of the Anglican Religious Communities in PNG
Seventh Sunday of Easter - 20 May 2007. 
 
Acts 16.16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22.12-22; John 17.20-26
Jesus wants his disciples to be united, and to be one with God as well.  This type of transformation can only take place when we, his disciples, change our understanding of ourselves in the world and fix our eyes solely upon our relationship with God.  Changing the rules of our lives to live according to God’s word means giving up something of ourselves, in order that we may be filled more completely with God’s grace and love. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Give thanks for God’s love given to us through Jesus, and pray for the unity of all Christians;

· Pray for the Rev’d Tom Slockee and his ministry amongst Indigenous people throughout southern NSW.

Day of Pentecost - 27 May 2007. 

Acts 2.1-21 or Genesis 11.1-9; Psalm 104.26-36; Romans 8.14-17; Acts 2.1-21 or John 14.8-17 (25-27)
The coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost signals a new revelation of Jesus’ message, not just for the Jews of Palestine but for people of all languages and cultures, through the manifestation of spiritual power and mighty deeds.  As disciples of Jesus today, we can trust that God’s Spirit will rest with us as well and guide us in doing the work God has given us to do. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Pray that all Christians may be inspired by the Spirit to live according to God’s revealed word;

· Pray for the Rev’d Hiley Diweula from PNG, and his work amongst Indigenous people in Alice Springs

Trinity Sunday - 3 June 2007. 
Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5.1-5; John 16.12-15.
Paul tells us that God’s gifts to us are given through Jesus Christ, through whom we receive grace, and through the Holy Spirit, who pours God’s love into our hearts.  Whatever experiences we have in our lives, whatever suffering or hardship we endure, God, with and through Jesus and God’s Holy Spirit, will be with us - this is the promise we have through Christ. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Give thanks for God’s grace, and pray for all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, that they may know the overflowing love of God;

· Pray for the ministry of the Anglican church in Myanmar ( Burma)

Second Sunday after Pentecost - 10 June 2007. 

1 Kings 17.8-16 (17-24); Psalm 146; Galatians 1.11-24; Luke 7.11-17
Jesus has compassion on the woman who lost her son, a woman vulnerable in the society of her day.  Jesus shows repeatedly that he came to serve those who were on the edges of society, those who were poor or rejected or scorned.  He raised a boy who had done nothing to deserve such grace, out of Jesus’ own love for those in need.  Paul was one of those in need who received a life-giving revelation, and turned to follow Jesus. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Pray that we may each be inspired to serve those whom we meet on the road, as Jesus did; 

· Pray for the clergy and people throughout the Solomon Islands

Third Sunday after Pentecost - 17 June 2007. 
1 Kings 21.1-10(11-14) 15-21a; Psalm 5.1-7; Galatians 2.15-21; Luke 7.36-8.3

We have been crucified with Christ, and we no longer live for ourselves but we live for God through faith in Jesus.  Paul experienced this tremendous forgiveness which Jesus extended to him, as did the woman who washed Jesus’ feet.  In the instant of total forgiveness their lives were changed to be an offering to God in love and thanksgiving.  How can we today express our wonder and thanks to God? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Give thanks for all that God has given to us - even the hard and difficult things - and pray that we may learn and grow to be more like Christ each day;

· Pray for the staff and students of  St George’s Anglican College Jerusalem

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost - 24 June 2007. 

1 Kings 19.1-4(5-7) 8-15a; Psalms 42; 43; Galatians 3.10-14, 23-29; Luke 8.26-39

Jesus amazed many by casting demons out of a man and sending them into a herd of pigs.  But God also revealed himself to Elijah, not with such a dramatic sign but in a still small voice.  God’s work of healing, teaching, and guidance occurs in our own lives today sometimes with dramatic events but often in the stillness of our hearts when we are alone.  How will God speak to you today? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Pray for the grace to be still and to listen for God’s voice in our lives;

· Pray for the clergy and people in the Diocese of Busan, Korea.

OR 
Birth of John the Baptist - 24 June 2007. 


Isaiah 49.1-6; Psalm 139.1-11; Acts 13. (16-21) 22-26; Luke 1.57-66, 80

John was sent by God to proclaim God’s message of salvation through repentance.  His ministry builds on the prophecies of Isaiah, calling the people of Israel to return to God and to a faithful, loving relationship with God and one another.  God acted in human history to call his people with love, and he calls to us today through the life and witness of Jesus Christ. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Give thanks for God’s loving-kindness towards us, and for his salvation offered freely through Jesus;

· Pray for the clergy and people in the Diocese of Seoul, Korea

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - 1 July 2007. 

2 Kings 2.1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77.1-2, 11-20; Galatians 5.1, 13-25; Luke 9.51-62

Jesus welcomed all he met on the road, regardless of their response to him, but to follow him required nothing less than total commitment to a single-minded relationship with God, regardless of its cost.  Jesus, living only for God, was able freely to love and serve others.  What can we do today to live wholeheartedly for God, as Jesus did? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Pray for the strength to follow Jesus, regardless of the cost;
· Pray for the clergy and people in the Diocese of Daejon, Korea
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost - 8 July 2007. 

2 Kings 5.1-14; Psalm 30, Galatians 6. (1-6) 7-18; Luke 10.1-12 (13-16) 17-24

The disciples of Jesus found that amazing things happened when they went out faithfully in God’s name, preaching and sharing the Jesus’ message of redemption.  Jesus rejoiced when people turned to God and found a new and life-giving relationship with God.  Paul wrote the same to his followers - nothing in this world can compare to the reality of God’s grace.  Nothing else matters but to know and to share God’s transforming love. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2007.)

· Give thanks for the abundance of God’s mercy and pray that we too may be inspired to go forth and proclaim the good news;

· Pray for Tim Williams from Australia serving as  Diocesan Secretary for Port Moresby


Contacting ABM: 	


By mail:	Locked Bag Q4005 	Queen Victoria Building 	NSW 1230


		   


By phone: 	1300 302 663 		or in Sydney 9264 1021


		


By Email:	 info@abm.asn.au
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