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Called to Follow
Welcome to the second quarter of ABM Reflections for 2008.  With Easter just past and the glory of the resurrection fresh in our minds, the reflections for this quarter lead us on into a renewed relationship with Jesus. 
This quarter the reflections are written by Brad Chapman, who has recently completed his term as ABM’s Church to Church Program Manager. Brad’s fresh, thoughtful reflections are often capped with a difficult question. Take the time to answer and I’m sure you’ll find that the presence of the Spirit will become very real in your deliberations.

As we move through Easter to the celebrations of Pentecost, Trinity Sunday and beyond, we hope that these pew reflections will challenge Australian parishes to think through some of the issues of what it means to be a parish at mission. God calls each one of us to be people of mission. How will we live that out amongst the many communities in which we live?
Yours in God’s Mission

Debra Saffrey-Collins

Editor

Communications Program Co-ordinator
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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each week’s reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the end of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.
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Readings from a Prayer Book for Australia
Year A

Written by Brad Chapman
Third Sunday of Easter
6 April 2008
Acts 2.14a, 36-41; Psalm 116.1-4, 11-18; 1 Peter 1.13-25; Lk 24.13-35 or Mtt 28.8-15a
The world often teaches us to be wary of strangers. A baby who smiles and laughs at everybody will, too often, grow up to inherit a fear of people with strange accents, strange smells or differing socio-economic status. Yet there are moments when we stumble over these barriers; when we find ourselves enjoying the company of people we don’t associate with; when conversations reveal new truths about the world, about ourself, about our God. While breaking of bread with unfamiliar souls we may enquire whose pleasurable company we’ve kept, only to find that we’ve broken bread with Jesus. 

 (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008).
· Pray for the willingness to see the living Lord in every person we encounter.
· Pray for the Church in the Province of Melanesia.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
13 April 2008 


Acts 2.42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2.1-10; Jn 10.1-10
Marketers tell us that the average Australian is exposed to over one thousand advertising messages each day. The jumble of messages and influences that press against us can leave us feeling like a visitor seeking directions in a bustling foreign city. Amongst this chaos we long to hear the shepherd’s voice: kind, authoritative, patient, wise, loving, and reassuring. A voice that guides us through the challenges and pitfalls of life; leading us to green pastures of rest and renewal; protecting us from falsehood and deceit. How can we tune our ears to the voice that brings life? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008).
· Give thanks for the constant, faithful call of Jesus.
· Pray for the Diocese of Polynesia
Fifth Sunday of Easter
20 April 2008


Acts 7.55-60; Psalm 31.1-5, 17-18; 1 Peter 2.11-25; Jn 14.1-14
Jesus makes the assertion that God is revealed in him; in his person and in his works. He goes on to notify his followers that God, likewise, will be revealed through their lives. We are given the task of telling the story, of showing God’s love, of spreading God’s kingdom. That we are entrusted with the task of revealing God to the world seems almost preposterous to our ears. And indeed it would be, were it not for God working in us and through us, as Jesus promised. How do people see God revealed in your life? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008). 
· Give thanks for the mystery of Jesus’ presence seen in us.
· Pray for the Anglican Church in Africa, giving thanks for growth despite trials.
Sixth Sunday of Easter
27 April 2008


Acts 17.22-31; Psalm 66.7-19; 1 Peter 3.8-22; Jn 14.15-21
Paul eloquently presents the true God to the Athenians using a language and a manner appropriate to their own society and culture. In our fragmented world there are many languages, many people groups, many cultures and subcultures. Encountering them may mean crossing the ocean, or it may mean crossing the street. We in whom the Spirit of truth abides are entrusted with a message that must be lived and told afresh each day. We who are witnesses to the living Christ are sent to manifest God’s love amongst those now blind to its radiance. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008).) 

· Pray that we might find the right words at the right moment.
· Pray for the Anglican Church in Korea.
Seventh Sunday of Easter (after Ascension)
4 May 2008


Acts 1.6-14; Psalm 68.1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 5; Jn 17.1-11
As Jesus’ followers come to terms with his resurrection, they prepare for the grand showdown. Surely this will be the time when God will restore the kingdom to Israel. They are ready for a fearsome display of the power and authority of God; earthquakes, lightning zaps and special effects. Instead, Jesus disappears heavenward, leaving a small bunch of ordinary people standing around gawking at the sky and wondering what this talk of the Holy Spirit is all about. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008). 
· Pray that we might never be so overcome with awe that we forget to take the next step.
· Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
Day of Pentecost
11 May 2008
Acts 2.1-21 or Num 11.24-30; Psalm 104.26-36; 1 Cor 12.1-13 or Acts 2.1-21; Jn 20.19-23 or Jn 7.37-52
God’s people do not blend in. We are being transformed and we are about the business of transforming the world around us. Our hearts are infected with a longing for God and we are given eyes to see the world as Jesus sees the world. The same wind that blew on the day of Pentecost continues to blow today. Dreaming powerful dreams, and envisaging God’s plan, with prophetic voice we declare unto the world “we are not drunk as you suppose...” (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008). 
· Pray that the Spirit of Pentecost might enliven us each day.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
Trinity Sunday
18 May 2008
Exod 34.1-8; Song of 3YM 29-34 (APBA p.399); 2 Cor 13.11-13; Mtt 28.16-20
A ‘believer’ is someone who gives intellectual ascent to a theoretical idea or proposition. Jesus calls us not just to believe, but to follow. A ‘disciple’ is someone who is yielded to the will of the master. Even a cursory reading of the Gospels reveals that obeying all that Jesus has commanded is no easy task. Discipleship is a narrow path, radical and counter-cultural. Left alone, we wouldn’t stand a chance. What does it mean when Jesus says ‘I am with you always? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008). 
· Pray for the courage to be discipled anew every day.
· Pray for Indigenous Anglicans across Australia.
Second Sunday after Pentecost
25 May 2008
Gen 6.9-22, 7.24; Psalm 46; 

Rom 1.16-17, 3.21-28 (29-31); Mtt 7.15-29; (Duet 11.18-21, 26-28; Psalm 31.1-5, 21-27)
Jesus does not promise an escape from the storms of life. The rains will fall, the floods will come and the winds will beat against the just and the unjust. An active faith is requisite for those who will endure the tempest; a faith that produces good fruits by acting on the words that Jesus has spoken. When we have planted our foundations on the rock we will find reprieve even in the midst of the greatest storms, being able to heed the words of the psalmist... “Be still and know that I am God.” (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008). 
· Give thanks for the firm foundation we have with our lives fixed in the love of God.
· Pray for all those who have served – and do serve – God’s mission through ABM.
Third Sunday after Pentecost
1 June 2008
Gen 12.1-9; Psalm 33.1-12; Rom 4.13-25; Mtt 9.9-13, 18-26 (Hosea 5.15-6.6; Ps 50.7-15)
Follow the river and you will find the sea, says the French proverb. Jesus attracted a great number of followers. Some were drawn because of immediate pressing concerns such as illness. Others were drawn because in Jesus they recognised the light of hope for a fallen humanity. Like Matthew, striding away from his abandoned tax booth, the call to follow comes to us in the midst of our daily pursuits. If we follow Jesus what do we find? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008).
· Pray that we will know when to stay and when to go.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines.
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
8 June 2008


Gen 18.1-15, (21.1-7); Psalm 116.1-2, 11-18; Rom 5.1-11, Mtt 9.35-10.8 (9-23)  (Exod 19.2-8a; Psalm 100)
Jesus ‘harvest’ analogy has been dated by the advent of mechanised farming and twenty ton combine harvesters. It is sometimes tempting to think that the mechanised church, with its professional clergy and televangelists, relieves us from the responsibility of labouring amongst God’s harvest. Perhaps we need the occasional reminder that, in our street, amongst our friends and colleagues, in our marketplaces and workplaces there are people waiting to hear that ‘the kingdom of heaven has come near’(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008). 
· Pray that we might have the pleasure of working in fields of living grain.
· Pray for Archbishop James Ayong and the Anglican Province of Papua New Guinea. 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

15 June 2008
Gen 21.8-21; Psalm 86.1-10, 16-17; Rom 6.1-11; Mtt 10.24-39  (Jer 20.7-13; Psalm 69.7-10 (11-15) 16-19)
The concept of giving up what we cannot keep, to gain what we cannot lose, sounds all very good in theory. But we live in a world that seduces us with flimsy media contrived versions of the ‘good life’. As the pressures of work, family and life tug us along we must find space to pause and reflect. Who are we living for anyway? If we do not bear the cross of the Master, we will have to bear the cross of the world, with all its empty promises. Which cross have you taken up? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008). 
· Pray that our yoke may be easy and our burden, light. 
· Pray for the Anglican Church in the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

22 June 2008
Gen 22.1-14; Psalm 13; Rom 6.12-23; Mtt 10.40-42  (Jer 28.5-9; Psalm 89.1-4, 15-18)
Never underestimate the value of a cup of cold water. To the lost soul, struggling through the rough patches and dry places of life, the smallest gesture may come as a divine epiphany. By our warmth, by our welcomes, through our smiles and our recognition of the alien and the outcast we may find ourselves entertaining angels unaware. When we ourselves are parched from the journey and our reserves depleted, do we still hold out the proverbial cup of water? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008).
· Pray that we may always find the time to be hospitable and to welcome the stranger.
· Pray for the ABM Auxiliary.
ABM is moving along ….

Very soon we will change over from using our current email mailing list to an online subscription process, which will allow you to choose the material you wish to receive and also nominate area of interests, so we can ensure that the information we send to you is relevant.

 

To join our new online mailing list, please go to our website, www.abmission.org and click on the icon saying ‘Join out mailing list’ in the black area at the top right hand corner of the page.  You will then be asked to fill in a contact name and email address, and your parish name and Diocese. You can then select the country and areas of interest that you and/or your parish is most interested in, and select what resources you wish to receive by mail. (Note signing up to Pew Reflections will mean you do not receive a printed copy, however unless you specify you wish to receive Partners magazine online only, you will continue to receive them via post at the same number as in the past)


Our mailing list remains completely confidential and is not given to anyone (outside ABM staff) without your permission. You can unsubscribe at any time by emailing our website coordinator at rgq@abm.asn.au with “Unsubscribe” in the subject box and by noting the name of the mailing list(s) you wish to unsubscribe from in the body of the email.

How To Contact ABM

Level 6, 51 Druitt Street

Sydney NSW 2000

By Mail: Locked Bag Q 4005 

Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230

Phone: 1300 302 663

Or in Sydney:  9264 1021

www.abmission.org

Email: info@abm.asn.au



Has Your Parish Signed Up For An ABM Project This Year?


There’s still time – and lots of projects in need of your support, 


so please contact Rachelle Quiggin at ABM for details or to request a project book : 


(Phone: 1300 302 663 or in Sydney – 9264 1021 or by email - rgq@abm.asn.au )


Help us help our Partners, Make All The Difference In The World!
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