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Parish of St George’s Paddington - Diocese of Sydney

Welcome to the ABM Weekly Pew Reflections – This quarters reflections have been written by the Reverend Sue Emeleus. Sue trained as a science teacher and taught in Sydney, then came some training with CMS prior to teaching in Tanzania. In her years overseas she continued theological study (Distance Ed was possible through the Australian College of Theology) begun at Moore and Ridley Colleges.  Sue met George, an Irish physics lecturer, in Tanzania. After their marriage they both taught in the University of Dar-es-Salaam before moving to the University of Papua New Guinea, Port Moresby, where they worked for ten years. So began Sue’s association with ABM missionaries. Their four children (all now married) were born while they were in PNG.

Returning to Australia, Sue taught science and Christian Studies for thirteen years at Tara Anglican School. When her pastoral responsibilities increased, she trained as a counsellor, and finally left teaching to train and work for five years as the Anglican Chaplain at the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children (now also known as the Children’s Hospital at Westmead). Ordained Deacon in 1996, Sue later worked as Assistant Minister at St Luke’s Concord, and part-time as National Secretary to the Auxiliary of ABM. Currently she works part time as Assistant Minister at St George’s, Paddington in Sydney; and she is enrolled in post-graduate studies through the theological faculty of Charles Sturt University. 

I am sure you will find Sue’s Reflections challenging, thought provoking and empowering. 

Yours in God’s Mission

Debra Saffrey-Collins

Editor

Communications Program Co- ordinator
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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email, we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each week’s reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the end of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.
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Weekly Reflections for Bulletins  


Third Quarter
29 June 2008 – 28 September 2008

Readings from a Prayer Book for Australia Year A

Written by the Reverend Sue Emeleus 
Parish of St George’s Paddington 
Diocese of Sydney

OOPs we made a mistake - Ever had one of those days?  We did at ABM – we got confused by what (I am told on excellent authority), is officially called in liturgical circles as ” the Gap Sunday” We apologise that the readings were askew because we were out a week by date as a result of the early Easter and the movement between Easter and Pentecost. So please find below a repeat of the last Reflection from last quarter (written by Brad Chapman), but with the right date. Many of you worked it out – but some may not have realized. I apologise for any confusion that was caused. Debra

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost      29th June 2008
Gen 22.1-14; Psalm 13; Rom 6.12-23; Mtt 10.40-42   (Jer 28.5-9; Psalm 89.1-4, 15-18)

Never underestimate the value of a cup of cold water. To the lost soul, struggling through the rough patches and dry places of life, the smallest gesture may come as a divine epiphany. By our warmth, by our welcomes, through our smiles and our recognition of the alien and the outcast we may find ourselves entertaining angels unaware. When we ourselves are parched from the journey and our reserves depleted, do we still hold out the proverbial cup of water? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008).
· Pray that we may always find the time to be hospitable and to welcome the stranger.
· Pray for the ABM Auxiliary.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost         6th July, 2008

Gen 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Ps 45:10-17; Rom 7:14-25; Mtt 11:15-30.
What did Rebekah believe about God? Was that what made her willing to follow a stranger to a distant place, to marry a man she had never met? A person discovers something of the mystery of another through intimacy (not that euphemism for sex, but real intimacy!). Is this why Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel says no-one knows the Father except the Son? Jesus invites us into the close relationship with him in which we shall find rest for our souls and release from heavy burdens. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)

· Pray for an increasingly intimate connection with God in our solitary moments as well as in all our encounters.

· Pray for the Church in Papua New Guinea
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost         13th July, 2008
Gen 25:19-34; Ps 119:105-112; Rom 8:1-11; Mtt 13:1-9 (10-17) 18-23.

In the deceptively simple, even idyllic picture of the sower which is described, there is a gradual progression in the chance of survival. Hearers might have expected the fourth result to be produced grain and the harvest was good. But the parable suddenly explodes with a harvest of proportions impossible for those days. The ordinary world where we dwell is to be the arena of God’s presence, but the Kingdom has its own time and its own rhythm of growth. The ordinary processes of growth are surpassed and we can expect to be hugely surprised. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray that the arena in which we dwell may be a place of Kingdom growth.
· Pray for the Church in Korea

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost.         20th July, 2008

Gen 28:10-19a; Ps 139:1-11, 23-24; Rom 8:12-25; Mtt 13:24-30 (31-33) 36-43.

In the interpretation of the parable, the customary apocalyptic (end times) terms are freely used: furnace of fire and weeping and gnashing of teeth. The God of apocalyptic theology is remote and enthroned in heaven, surrounded by crystal sea. Yet Matthew’s Gospel speaks of Emmanuel, God with us. Even when we go off course as Jacob did, or are caught in the gears of dysfunctional institutions, Paul tells us in today’s epistle that God’s Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, heirs with Christ. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray for an awareness of a future with God that starts now, making life abundant and rich.

· Pray for the Church in The Philippines.
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost     27th July, 2008

Gen 29:15-28; Ps 105:1-11; Rom 8: 26-39; Mtt 13:45-58.

Jesus describes the good scribe (disciple?) as the one who holds with confidence to what has been sorted out as true and worthy from the old and the new. Today’s pearl of great value is surely Paul’s confident assertion that nothing in all creation shall be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In reflecting on the readings, seeking the promised help of the Holy Spirit, and being open to God, we find that the Bible has become the Word of God to us in our situation. That process itself can transform ordinary lives, producing eyes that see and ears that hear. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray for an openness to, and confidence in God that has no


fear of those who may disagree with our understanding.

· Pray for the Church of Melanesia in the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu.
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost. 
     
3rd August, 2008

Gen 32:22-31; Ps 17: 1-7, 15; Rom 9:1-8 (9-16); Mt 14:13-21.

When in deep grief, some need solitude and calming that their surroundings and even dearest friends cannot give. Jacob felt the need to be alone when he faced the prospect of meeting the brother he had wronged 20 years earlier. Whoever the “man” was with whom Jacob wrestled, he was blessed. Jesus, shocked by the news and method of John the Baptist’s death also went away by himself with God. Emerging to feed the crowds who had come, he again went away. Prayer, contemplation, meditation, reflection: connecting with God is essential. . (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray for the courage to spend necessary time with God alone, whatever else demands attention.

· Pray for the Church in Jerusalem.
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost. 

10th August, 2008

Gen 37:1-4, 12-28; Ps 105:1-6, 16-22; Rom 10:4-15; Mtt 14:22-36.

Few scenes in Matthew’s Gospel are more transparent than those in chapter 14 for glimpsing his profound understanding of Jesus’ identity. Treading on the sea, and bringing order out of chaos were divine prerogatives in the Old Testament, and Jesus mysteriously exercises divine power over the chaos of the sea. When Jesus says Take heart: It is I, in Greek he is using the divine name for God, the name God revealed to Moses. In Mark’s version of the miracle, the disciples are left terrified. In Matthew’s account they proclaim him Son of God. While Son of God doesn’t necessarily mean “God”, Matthew wants his readers to see the pattern which he clearly sees. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray for the ability to recognise Jesus’ presence in the chaos and to invite Him to transform it.
· Pray for the work of Newton Theological College PNG

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost. 
17th August, 2008.

Gen 45:1-15; Ps 133; Rom 11:13-32 (33-36); Mtt 15 (10-20) 21-28.

Running through this central section of Matthew’s Gospel is the theme that, while the leaders of Israel declared Jesus to be in league with Satan, Gentiles like the Canaanite woman boldly proclaim him as Lord and Son of David. It is probable that this story is a window to the very struggles that Matthew’s community had experienced in resolving the issues of outreach to the Gentiles. This account shows wonderful pastoral sensitivity towards those in that community who struggled to accept the new situation. Matthew has Jesus himself, rather than a negative character within the drama, to be the one who initially resists this extension. Most think the woman caused Jesus to change his mind. Do you? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray for sensitivity to the different understandings that others may have about important issues.
· Pray for those training as Lay Catechists at Kerina Evangelism College PNG 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost.   

24th August, 2008

Ex 1:8-2:10; Ps 124, Rom 12:1-8; Mtt 16:13-20.

In a few weeks’ time Paul will insist that authorities are instituted by God. Yet we applaud the action of Moses’ mother in disobeying the edict of the Pharaoh by hiding Moses in the bulrushes. The abiding values of the gospel have to be discerned and lived out, with science and technology especially, throwing up ethical challenges unimaginable in the first century. Paul seems to think that the renewed mind will be given the capacity to discern the best way to go. Jesus’ assertions about Peter, given to the disciples elsewhere, give the Church a huge responsibility in providing moral guidance. Despite the Church’s sad history, Paul would still insist that Christians’ renewed minds, working together, can determine God’s will. (The instructions are given to “you” plural.)(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.) 

· Pray for the willingness to reflect, pray and think together to discern God’s way for us.

· Pray for the church in Egypt especially the ministry amongst Sudanese refugees.
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost.    
31st August, 2008
Ex 3:1-15; Ps 105:1-6, 23-26; Rom 12:9-21; Mtt 16:21-28.
Matthew adds to Mark. Peter is not only called’ Satan’, but a  ' stumbling block ' as well.  Is Peter a  ' representative disciple ' where we see both the power and weaknesses of the followers of Jesus, or did he have a singular role? Peter has his highs as well as his lows, yet Jesus trusted Peter.   He also trusts us with feeding his sheep. Moses at the burning bush recognised God’s voice, and eventually obeyed. He, too, failed at times, yet we remain thankful for his leadership and humility. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray for the perseverance we need, being thankful that God continues to entrust us with the good news. 
· Pray for the Ministry amongst Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

***  Scroll Down For Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost  ***
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost. 
7th September, 2008

Ex 12:1-14; Ps 149; Rom 13:1-10; Mtt 18:10-20.

Those addressed in this discourse, probably the inner core, are those capable of placing an “obstacle” in the way of the “little ones” (recent converts?), of despising the “little ones” (how easy it is to make fun of those who understand less than we do), and those in the position of being able to search for the lost sheep. Persecuted disciples on mission were also called “little ones”.  The Dead Sea Scrolls have the same method for dealing with erring, recalcitrant members. What do you think of it? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray that in each situation of our lives we may know what love would have us do. 

· Pray for the church in Myanmar (Burma).

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost. 

14th September, 2008

Ex 14:19-31; Ps 114; Rom 14:1-14; Mtt 18:21-35.

 Limitless forgiveness dominates the Gospel passage, but not the Exodus passage. Paul, in the Epistle, stands with the modernisers against those who wanted to stick to the old ways. But his concern is how to deal pastorally with a divided church.  In Rome they argued about the law, last century they argued about evolution, and today we wrestle with human sexuality. Paul insists that the different groups must respect each other, and that we do not yet have the final truth. We must not reduce God to the limits of our own understanding.  (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)

· Pray for an understanding of genuine forgiveness, and the way it might change some things for us.
· Pray for the Church in the Middle East

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost. 

21st September, 2008.

Ex 16:2-15; Ps 105:1-6, 37-45;Phil 1:1-30; Mtt 20:1-6.

Unconditional generosity disorients and overwhelms us. We can all sympathise with the labourers who worked all day, watched the latecomers receive their pay, expecting that they would receive a proportionately larger amount. The outrage we feel for the day long labourers reflects the outrage we feel from injustices we might have experienced. I may join a group ministering to the marginal, the disadvantaged, even the contemptible. Do I really believe they are my equal? Every instinct for self-preservation protests against the upside down world of grace, where non-achievers are blessed, first comers come last, the poor are filled and the rich are left empty handed. God’s ways are not fair, they are generous. When God gives the people bread it rains down upon them, day and night, for forty years.

(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008.)
· Pray that we might be able to genuinely rejoice with Paul at God’s grace shown in every kind of positive and negative situation.

· Pray for hospital and prison chaplaincy amongst Indigenous Australians.

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost. 

28th September, 2008.

Ex 17:1-7; Ps 78:1-4, 11-16; Phil 2:1-13; Mtt 21:23-32

Water is sometimes stored at the base of a permeable layer of rock which lies over a layer of impermeable rock. Moses may have learnt that from Jethro’s family for whom he worked in the desert. Writers who see the wilderness as an impossible place in which to survive may write it up, as so many Old Testament stories seem to be written, as this- is –how- it –seems- to- us stories. On the other hand Philippians 2 describes the greatest wonder of all: The Word became flesh. (It didn’t just seem to do so.) In his conversation with the chief priests and elders in the Gospel reading, Jesus again suggests that the ones who “believed him” were not the religious, but the tax collectors and prostitutes. Who would be their equivalent today? (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2008).
· Pray for a deeper and deeper understanding of Jesus’ coming among us.

· Pray for the ongoing work of developing Sunday School material into local language in the Philippines.
ABM is moving along ….

Very soon we will change over from using our current email mailing list to an online subscription process, which will allow you to choose the material you wish to receive and also nominate area of interests (such as these Reflections), so we can ensure that the information we send to you is relevant.

 

To join our new online mailing list, please go to our website, www.abmission.org and click on the icon saying ‘Join out mailing list’ in the black area at the top right hand corner of the page.  You will then be asked to fill in a contact name and email address, and your parish name and Diocese. You can then select the country and areas of interest that you and/or your parish is most interested in, and select what resources you wish to receive by mail. (Note signing up to Pew Reflections will mean you do not receive a printed copy, however unless you specify you wish to receive Partners magazine online only, you will continue to receive them via post at the same number as in the past)


Our mailing list remains completely confidential and is not given to anyone (outside ABM staff) without your permission. You can unsubscribe at any time by emailing our website coordinator at rgq@abm.asn.au with “Unsubscribe” in the subject box and by noting the name of the mailing list(s) you wish to unsubscribe from in the body of the email.

Why not join up today: www.abmission.org

How To Contact ABM

Level 6, 51 Druitt Street

Sydney NSW 2000

By Mail: Locked Bag Q 4005 

Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230

Phone: 1300 302 663

Or in Sydney:  9264 1021

www.abmission.org

Email: info@abm.asn.au
LENT AND GOOD FRIDAY





Thank You To Everyone Who Participated In Our Lent And Good Friday Appeals For 2008.





PLEASE – If You Have Money Raised From Envelopes, Purses, Fast Food Fast, Or Other Lent Fundraising Activities Send It To ABM Today!





OUR PARTNERS NEED IT DESPERATELY
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