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Written by Robert McLean – Church to Church Manager, Anglican Board of Mission
Welcome to the second quarter of Weekly Pew Reflections for 2009. 
They have been written by Robert McLean, our Church to Church Manager who commenced with ABM in October last year.

Robert’s commitment to the Church began as a choirboy at Christ Church Cathedral in Christchurch, New Zealand, where he learnt of John Coleridge Patteson. The first bishop of Melanesia, Patteson was martyred in 1871 and this story continues to inspire him. His religious education continued after high school, which he spent at Christs’ College in Christchurch. He went onto university to acquire an undergraduate degree in history and a post-graduate degree in Theology from the University of Otago.

Robert has often described himself as a professional Anglican who is motivated to help the Church to become stronger, more vibrant and focused on growth. Since joining ABM, his most significant moment was listening to a first-hand account of the plight of the people of Zimbabwe from the Bishop of Harare, Dr Sebastian Bakare. Whether it is through his own contact with Anglicans in Australia or in our partner Churches overseas, Robert knows that he is working with members of his own family.

Having recently returned from Papua New Guinea, Robert has stories to tell of our relationship with the Anglican Church of PNG and will be visiting a number of Dioceses over the next twelve months to share his thoughts and experiences. As the foundation of our work, our Partner churches deserve our strong support. You may want to consider this as you read these reflections over the next few months and ask how you can support the Anglican Church in other countries. 
God Bless
Melany Markham

Communications Co-ordinator
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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email, we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each week’s reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the end of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.

Second Quarter
Weekly Pew Reflections 2009
25 March – 29 June 2009
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2009 (Year B)

Written by Robert McLean, Church to Church Manager, ABM
The Annunciation - 25 March


Isaiah 7:10-14, Psalm 40:6-13, Hebrews 10:4-10, Luke 1:26-38
Mary is not so much perplexed by the fact that an angel greets her, but rather she is baffled by the greeting itself. Gabriel allays her fears by assuring her that nothing is impossible for God – and, as evidence of that, tells her of her cousin’s unlikely pregnancy. Mary accepts the mission God offers her and, in so doing, becomes a model for us to follow.

· Pray that you accept the mission God has for you, so that you bring Christ into the world, just as the Blessed Virgin Mary did.

· Give thanks for Christians in China who kept the faith alive during the cultural revolution and created the China Christian Council in 1980
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Lent V - 29 March

Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 119:9-16, Hebrews 5:5-14, John 12:20-33

Jeremiah’s prophecy finds its fulfilment when some Greeks come to see Jesus. For John the Evangelist, the verb ‘to see’ means ‘to know’. So the Greeks have come to know God.  Yet the request causes Jesus’ soul to be troubled and he regards it as a sign that his hour has come. Though filled with apprehension, Jesus does not shirk his mission but acknowledges that he has come to draw all people to himself by his death. 

· Pray that you may not try to dodge testing times, or difficult decisions, but may find in them an opportunity to glorify God.

· Pray for the Council of Churches in Asia and the Episcopal Church of the Philippines, the Philippine Independent Church and the Church of the Province of Myanmar.
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Palm Sunday - 5 April

John 12: 12-16 – Palm Gospel, Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-18, Philippians 2:5-11, Mark 15:1-47 – Passion 

And so it begins. Though the Great and Holy Week of our redemption begins with shouts of Hosanna!, it ends with the weeping of the women at the tomb as Jesus is laid to rest. In between we see betrayal, denial and the degradation of crucifixion. Today’s readings lay out the week’s plan to us. We can be certain that by the end of the week humanity itself will be forever changed as the Lord of Love reigns from the Tree, his arms wide open to embrace all who come to him. By his death we are drawn closer to the mystery of God.

·  Pray that you may be drawn more and more towards God as Holy Week progresses and that your life will be transformed.

· Pray for the Church of Melanesia, including the Melanesian Board of Mission, the Christian Care Centre the Inclusive Communities Program, the Melanesian Brotherhood and the Mothers Union.
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Holy Monday - 6 April

Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 36:5-11, Hebrews 9:11-15, John 12:1-11

Embalming fluid at a dinner party? John tells us that Jesus had gone to the home of Lazarus, Martha and Mary in Bethany for dinner. Jesus had recently raised Lazarus from the dead. After dinner, Mary, perhaps in grateful thanks, poured out a pound of nard, a costly essential oil used as a perfume and as an embalming fluid. It reminds us that one of the Magi presented Jesus with myrrh when he was a baby – the equivalent of bringing embalming fluid to a christening! These gifts point to the fact that Jesus was the one who was die on the on the Cross; but, given that gifts usually say more about the giver than the recipient, perhaps they point to our own deadness – deadness that only the Lord of Life can cast away from us. 

· Pray that any spiritual deadness you may feel will be replaced by a holy fruitfulness that comes from him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea which encompasses the Anglican Education Division and the Anglican Health Service.
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Holy Tuesday - 7 April

Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 71:1-14, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, John 12:20-36

Both Isaiah’s prophecy and the Psalmist’s hymn tell of a God who calls us even when we are yet unborn, who names us, who forms us to be his servant and who brings us out into the world to undertake our mission. So it was with Jesus. Brought into the world, his mission is to glorify God. 

· Pray that God will make plain to you what your mission is, and that by working to achieve that mission God may be glorified.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea – the Red Ribbon Church – and their work preventing and treating HIV & AIDS.

© Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009. 


Holy Wednesday - 8 April
Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 70, Hebrews 12:1-3, John 13:21-32

In Ireland this day is sometimes called Spy Wednesday because it is the day on which Judas betrays Jesus to the Sanhedrin, the Jewish judicial body. In today’s Gospel reading we see Judas leaving Jesus’ presence and going out into the night. We need to examine our consciences: When have we betrayed our Lord? When have we gone away from the Light of the World to commit the works of darkness? 

· Pray that you will turn away from darkness and look to Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our faith.
· Give thanks for the religious communities who serve Papua New Guinea – the Society of St Francis, the Melanesian Brotherhood and the Community of the Sisters of the Visitation.
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Maundy Thursday - 9 April
Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14, Psalm 116:1-2, 11-18, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Today’s readings focus on institutions: the institution of the Seder meal for Passover, the institution of the Lord’s Supper and the institution of the New Commandment (in Latin,  mandatum, from which we get the word, Maundy), exemplified by Jesus’ washing of his disciples’ feet after supper. Jesus models our mission for us: we are sent out into the world to serve it, just as he has. 

· Pray that each time you receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist; you will go out into the world to serve it, empowered through Christ’s presence.

· Pray for the theological staff and students in Papua New Guinea – Newton Theological College (Popondetta) and Kerina Evangelists’ College (Tsendiap).
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+ Good Friday - 10 April

Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12, Psalm 22, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, or Hebrews 10:16-25, John 18:1 - 19:42

‘If weeping may ripe be’: We like to sanitize Good Friday. Handel’s beautiful setting of He was despised, or a serene plainsong setting of Psalm 22, Bach’s magnificent St John Passion or even Grünewald's Crucifixion cannot convey to us the utter degradation of the day. Perhaps we can imagine this, though: a mother witnesses her son’s drawn-out execution. She swoons, half conscious, as he is laid on her lap, before being taken off for a quick burial. This mother certainly doesn’t have the serenity that Michelangelo sees in his version of the Pietà.
· ‘O pray for the peace of Jerusalem’ – pray that a lasting peace may be wrought in the Holy Land so that no longer will mothers have to lament the death of their innocent children

· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East – especially that interfaith dialogue may help bring peace.
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Holy Saturday - 11 April


Job 14:1-14, Psalm 31:1-8, I Peter 4:1-11, Matthew 27:57-66

St Matthew tells us that the chief priests and the Pharisees regarded Jesus as an imposter and wanted his tomb sealed so that the disciples could not take his body and claim that he had risen. How often do we try to box Jesus in, to make him conform to our own ideas about him? Since he could not be constrained even by death, why do we think we can trap him in our own minds, fetter him by our own notions? 

· Pray that your life will be transformed by Jesus’ mission and that you will take up the mission God has for you

· Pray for the staff and students of the Anglican Education Division of the Church in Papua New Guinea and Dennis Kabekabe that he will be able to lead the Division with commitment and enthusiasm.
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Easter Day - 12 April


Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, or Hymn to the Risen Christ (APBA, p 6) 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43, John 20:1-18, or Mark 16:1-8

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! The events of Easter Day turn the world on its head. Nothing can ever be the same again. All things are made new. Death is no longer the end, but merely the means of transition to eternal life. The news that the women carry back to the disciples will transform the world.

· Pray that your life will be transformed by Jesus’ mission and that you will take up the mission God has for you.

· Pray for the work of the Anglican Board of Mission - for Love, Hope and Justice.
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Easter II - 19 April


Acts 4:32-37, Psalm 133, 1 John 1:1 - 2:2, John 20:19-31

St Luke tells us that as a result of the apostles’ testimony about the resurrection of Jesus, believers such as Barnabas began to establish God’s kingdom by ensuring that the material needs of everybody within the fledgling Christian community were catered for. No one was needy. God’s grace abounded. Though these people had not necessarily known Jesus during his earthly life, they lived in the light of his resurrection. St John records that Jesus said of people like them, ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe’.

· Pray that like St Barnabas you may generously respond to Christ’s resurrection by giving to the Church’s mission.

· Give thanks for the National Auxiliary of the Anglican Board of Mission who continually finds support for new projects with Partner churches overseas.
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St Mark, Evangelist and Martyr - 25 April

Isaiah 62:6-12, Psalm 89:1-9, Ephesians 4:7-16, or 1 Peter 5:5b-14, Mark 16:1-15 or Mark 16:16-20

Jesus commands his disciples to go out into the entire world to proclaim the Gospel. In his letter to the Ephesians, St Paul tells us that though God has given us various gifts with which to make our proclamation, every gift should be used to build up Christ’s body into a unity of belief and love.

· Pray that you will use whatever gifts you have to proclaim the Good News of God in Christ Jesus and to build up the Church.

· Pray for the Anglican Church in Hong Kong and their work in China.

© Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009. 


Anzac Day - 25 April

Micah 4:1-4, Psalm 46, Hebrews 10:32 - 11: 1, John 15:9-17

Today’s Gospel reading shows us that Christ’s command is for us to love one another, By loving not only our friends, but also our enemies, we begin to fulfil Micah’s prophecy: we begin the process of beating swords into ploughshares and spears into pruning-hooks. That is the mission God has chosen for humanity. 

· Pray that you will use whatever gifts you have to proclaim the Good News of God in Christ Jesus and to build up the Church

· Pray for the Diocese of the Northern Territory, the clergy and people of this Diocese and their mission to remote areas of Australia. 
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Easter III - 26 April


Acts 3:12-20, Psalm 4, 1 John 2:15-17; 3:1-6, Luke 24:36b-48

The disciples are spooked. Jesus stands among them – but this is no apparition. It is the Lord who, though once dead, now lives. And as if to press home the point that he isn’t a ghost, Jesus asks for some food to eat. When we are in difficult or stressful circumstances we can rely on our living God. The Psalmist tells us to put our trust in the Lord, the Lord whose care over us means that we can ‘…both lie down and sleep in peace’. 

· Pray that whenever you are facing difficult or stressful circumstances you may know that you are surrounded by the love of the living God.
· Pray for Anglican Board of Mission and their work in poor communities around the world.
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St Philip and St James, Apostles and Martyrs- 1 May

Isaiah 30:18-21, Psalm 19:1-6, 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, John 14:6-14 

 ‘This is the way; walk in it.’ Isaiah’s prophecy tells us that there will be a Teacher who will show the inhabitants of Jerusalem the way to follow. Jesus fulfils that prophecy when he tells Philip that he is the ‘Way, the Truth and the Life’. Our mission is to tell all the world who Jesus is. As Colin Gibson, a hymn writer from Dunedin, NZ, tells us: 

He came singing love,

and he lived singing love;

He died singing love.

He arose in silence.

For the love to go on

we must make it our song,

you and I be the singers. 

· Give thanks that St Philip and St James took up God’s love as the theme of their song and pray that in our days you may sing a song with the same theme.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Board of Mission’s work in Indigenous Communities in Australia.
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Easter IV - 3 May

Acts 4:5-12, Psalm 23, 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18

 ‘A hired hand does not care for the sheep.’ Our bishops carry pastoral staffs, sometimes called croiziers, as a symbol of their role as the Shepherd of their dioceses. They are called to model themselves not on the hired hand, but rather on the Good Shepherd, ‘the one who lays down his life for the sheep’. Part of the bishops’ mission is to provide pastoral care to the people of their dioceses, particularly the clergy. 

· Pray for the bishops of the Anglican Church of Australia, particularly your own, and the bishops within ABM’s Overseas Partner Churches. Pray that they may care for the priests, deacons and people of their various dioceses with the same true love that Christ has for them.
· Pray for reconciliation among all Australians – especially those in Indigenous communities – that they may have love, hope and justice.
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Easter V - 10 May


Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:26-32, 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8

Jesus tells us that we will be fruitless unless we abide in him. Without him we can do nothing. In S. John’s first letter we are told what it means to abide in Jesus: ‘if we love one another, God lives in us […] By this we know that we abide in him and he in us.’ So without love our lives will be unproductive and futile. 

· Pray that all your life may be filled with love, so that, abiding in Jesus, your days may be productive and fertile, filled with the vivacity that love brings 

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar and their reconstruction work after last year’s devastating cyclone
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Easter VI - 17 May


Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-12, John 15:9-17, or John 16:16-24

Jesus tells the disciples that in a while they will not see him and then a little later he will return. He likens their sorrow to the temporary pain of a woman delivering a child. Her sorrow departs because of the joy she feels in bringing a living being into the world. Likewise, the disciples’ sorrow will disappear because of the joy they will feel in bringing the Good News of the living Christ to the world. 

· Pray that the joy of resurrection fills your life, and that, when you have the opportunity, you will be able to enthusiastically tell others about the faith.

· Pray for the work of the Anglican Health Service in Papua New Guinea – for those who are ill and will be cared for by the service and that the Service may receive all the support it needs.
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Ascension Day - 21 May


Acts 1:1-11, Psalm 93, Ephesians 1:15-23, Mark 16:15-20

A rather famous Anglican chapel in England has in its roof a pair of pierced, plaster feet moving through a circle of silver clouds into an azure blue heaven. Rays of glory surge from the feet. We may not have such a developed sense of what the Ascension looked like as the artist did but we can, nonetheless, get some concrete direction about what the Ascension means for us. Immediately before the mysterious event took place, St Matthew tells us that Jesus told the disciples to ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation’. We don’t really need to be hanging around contemplating what the Ascension might have looked like. We’ve got enough to be getting on with. 

· Pray that you may help the Church to go into the world and proclaim the good news, whether through your own missionary service, generous giving or copious prayer.
· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines and their lay ministries program which enables them to reach out to more and more communities.
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Easter VII - 24 May

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, Psalm 1, 1 John 5:9-13, John 17:6-19

Jesus prays that the disciples may be sanctified. That means of course to be made holy. God wants us to be holy. How then can we do this? The Psalmist counsels us that the person who delights in the law of the Lord, not following the advice of the wicked, nor taking the path that sinners tread, nor sitting with the scoffers is the one who will be fruitful and who will be protected by God. 

· Pray that you may become more and more holy, continually choosing to reject the path that sinners tread.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Korea and their work towards peace with the North.
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Pentecost - 31 May


Acts 2:1-21or Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 104:26-36, Rom 8:22-27, or Acts 2:1-21, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Both Ezekiel and the Psalmist tell us that without the Spirit there is no life, only dry bone and dust. St Irenaeus of Lyons (d. 202) wrote, Gloria Dei vivens homo – the glory of God is a person fully alive. Living a ‘fully-alive life’, one that is  filled with the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control,  glorifies God. 

· Pray that you may become fully alive and glorify God through love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

· Give thanks to all those who generously support God’s work through the Anglican Board of Mission.
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Trinity Sunday - 7 June


Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 29, Rom 8:12-17, John 3:1-17
Having seen a vision of God, high on a throne, the hem of his robe filling the Temple, Isaiah is filled with a sense of his own shortcomings. Nonetheless, his response when his sin is blotted out, an angel having touched his lips with a live coal is to offer himself to God to be the agent of God’s mission. 

· Pray that you will be ready to act as an agent of God’s mission when you discern God’s call.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea and their mission with children and youth in PNG.
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St Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr - 11 June


Job 29:11-16, Psalm 98, Acts 11:22-30; 13:1-3, Matthew 10:7-13

As Christians we are called to herald the establishment of God’s kingdom. We have an example in St Barnabas who we read was ‘… a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith’. Under his leadership people were gained for Christ. St Matthew’s Gospel reminds us that we ‘received without payment’ so we ought to give without payment. In other words, we should undertake mission in a spirit of generosity, in response to God’s bountiful grace towards us. 

· Give thanks for God’s blessings to you, and make a generous, heartfelt response.

· Give thanks to the many volunteers who work with ABM in Australia and with Partners overseas.
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Corpus Christi - 11 June


Exodus 24:3-8, Psalm 116, 1 Corinthians 10:14-21, Mark 14:12-16 (17-21) 22-26

‘Do this in remembrance of me’: Today the Church gives thanks for the gift of the Holy Eucharist. St Mark records that Jesus tells the disciples that the bread is his body, the wine is his blood. Of course, we do not know exactly how this is true (even our own Anglican theologians can’t agree on it) but whatever the case, this great foretaste of the heavenly banquet has sustained Christians day by day, week by week, for almost two thousand years. As the Anglican Benedictine monk, Dom Gregory Dix wrote, ‘Was ever another command so obeyed?’ 

· Give thanks for God’s great gift of himself in the Holy Eucharist, and commit yourself to attending Eucharistic worship regularly.
· Please pray for the staff and supporters of the Anglican Board of Mission, that their commitment to their work will be sustained through these times.
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Pentecost II - 14 June



1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13, Psalm 20, 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17, Mark 4:26-34

 ‘The love of Christ urges us on’, writes St Paul. Sometimes being a Christian can be tough going. It’s easy to be distracted and tempted. We make excuses to ourselves … claiming it’s as acceptable to worship God under an apple tree as it is to go to church on a Sunday. Perhaps so, but when have you ever seen anyone worshipping God under an apple tree? The challenge to us all is to be committed to the Church and to work towards making belonging to it a welcoming, nurturing and life-transforming experience, spiced with energy, holiness and a sense of fun. May Christ urge us on towards creating parish communities like that, where every member is eager to attend each week. 

· Pray that your parish will enthusiastically welcome, nurture and transform its members, so that everyone comes to feel that Christ’s love is the driving-force in their life.  

· Pray for the Anglican Church in Africa, especially Bishop Sebastian Bakare who fearlessly speaks out against injustice.
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Pentecost III - 21 June


1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 , or 1 Samuel 17:57 - 18:5, 10-16 , Psalm 9:9-20 , or Psalm 133 , 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 , Mark 4:35-41

O God, your sea is so great and my boat is so small – Breton seafarer’s prayer. What are we to make of the curious incident when Jesus at first sleeps through a storm as a boat is taking on water, and then when woken, rebukes the sea and calms it by his voice? For the first-century Jews the sea was seen as chaotic, even malevolent, and only God could tame its power. (St John the Divine sees a new heaven and a new earth with ‘no more sea’.) Through his description of the calming of the storm, the Gospel writer is telling us is that this person, Jesus, is God. 

· Give thanks for Jesus’ power to calm chaotic situations as they arise and pray that you may be able to help bring his peace into the world in some way.

· Pray for the Mission to Seafarers and the other Anglican Mission Agencies in Australia.
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The Birth of St John the Baptist - 24 June


Isaiah 49:1-6, Psalm 139:1-11, Acts 13:(16-21) 22-26, Luke 1:57-66, 80
 ‘His name is John!’ stammered Zechariah after he regained the power of speech. It certainly wasn’t a family name but it was special nonetheless and that’s what they called him. The boy’s name means God is gracious. His role would be as the herald of God’s kingdom, the forerunner of the Child whose name means God saves. 

· Pray that like John your mission may be to witness to the God who saves.

· Give thanks for the Diocese of Ethiopia and the new parishes that serve Sudanese refugees in that country.
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Pentecost IV - 28 June


2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27, Psalm 130, 2 Corinthians 8:(1-6) 7-15, Mark 5:21-43

In today’s Epistle reading, St Paul encourages us to be generous by reminding us how Jesus became poor so that we might become rich. He reminds us that generosity comes by giving from what we have, rather than what we don’t have. For those of us in Australia who are well off, compared with people living in the much of the world, we need to respond appropriately. And if you think the financial crisis lets us off the hook, think again. It’s affected people overseas too. We’re still in a better financial position than many people living abroad. 

· Give thanks for God’s blessings to you, responding with gratitude and generosity.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in South East Asia, especially the Diocese of Singapore who supports neighbours less fortunate than themselves.
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St Peter and St Paul, Apostles and Martyrs - 29 June

Acts 12:1-11 or Ezekiel 34:11-16, Psalm 87, or Psalm 34:1-10, 2 Timothy 4:6-8 (9-16) 17-18, John 21:15-22

In today’s selection of readings, we see a focus on deliverance from affliction, shepherds and sheep, and the imminent deaths of Peter and Paul. Both these heroes of the Apostolic Church were shepherds to their various flocks and both had experienced, as the Psalmist says, that ‘the angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them’. It was this faith in the goodness of the Lord that gave them both enough trust to follow Jesus till their earthly deaths and to win the martyrs’ crown. 

· Give thanks for the lives of St Peter and St Paul, and pray that you too may win the crown of everlasting life.

· Pray for the bishops, clergy and all their families of the Church of Melanesia as they administer the work of the province.
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How to Contact ABM

Level 6, 51 Druitt Street

Sydney NSW 2000

By Mail: Locked Bag Q 4005 

Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230

Phone: 1300 302 663

Or in Sydney:  9264 1021

www.abmission.org

Email: info@abm.asn.au
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