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Anglican Board of Mission – Australia 
Reflections for Weekly Bulletins

Fourth Quarter
4 October 2009 – 3 January 2010
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2009 (Years B and C)

Written by the Revd Lindsley Ihove

Welcome to the fourth quarter of Weekly Pew Reflections for 2009. 

They have been written by the Revd Father Lindsley Ihove, who is the Mission and Evangelism Coordinator for the Diocese of Popondota.
Father Lindsley visited Australia recently to encourage Australians to give to the Martyrs Appeal. Those who met him were charmed by his charisma and his passion for ministry in the province.

Part of the funds from the Martyrs’ Appeal will go to support a number of Archdeacons who work with Father Lindsley around Gona. These ministers travel vast distances on foot to reach their parishes. Since Cyclone Guba devastated the area two years ago, there has been an ongoing food shortage as gardens are yet to regenerate. This has not prevented Father Lindsley and his team from reaching the most remote villages to spread the Good News.

We hope that these reflections will inspire the same passion and enthusiasm that Father Lindsley has for his work in your own life.
God Bless

Melany Markham

Communications Manager
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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email, we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each week’s reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the end of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.

Fourth Quarter
Weekly Pew Reflections 2009

4 October – 3 January 2010
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2009 (Years B and C)

Written by the Revd Lindsley Ihove
18th Sunday after Pentecost – 4 October 2009
Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16

Today’s readings focus on the sacrament of marriage and the blessing of the children. Jesus teaches that the kingdom of heaven is reserved for the child-like. What then does it mean to be child-like? It means to be trusting – trusting in a God who loves and cares for us, and it means to be able to open our hearts to that gift of love.
· Give thanks for the Church’s work with children and young people and pray that the Church might learn from the insights of children
· Pray and give thanks for the Episcopal Church of the Philippines and their ministry with children
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
19th Sunday after Pentecost – 11 October 2009
Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31

The rich young man asked, ‘What must I do to receive eternal life?’ Jesus answered him that earning righteousness does not merit eternal life. Eternal life is a gift from God. Therefore by giving away his wealth, he would remove the obstacle that kept him from trusting Jesus. True wealth was not what he possessed but what he would give away. With humankind it is impossible but with God everything is possible.

· Pray that all who may have less or more may give and share with the poor and the needy to live a righteous life
· Pray that developed countries continue to assist their less fortunate neighbours
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
20th Sunday after Pentecost – 18 October 2009

Job 1 38:1-7, (34-41); Psalm 104:1-10, 26; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10 :( 32-34) 35-45

The readings for today tell the story of the request of James and John. It reminds us that ‘Our vocation is service’. We all want to become great one way or the other. The two disciples had the same wish. They had a strong desire to be great by having good positions. However, Jesus overturns their values. The life of discipleship is to be characterized by humble and loving service. Christ’s highest and most unselfish service is expressed in his words: ‘the Son of Man has not come to be served but to serve – to give his life in ransom for the many.’
· Pray that all who follow Christ may humbly take up his or her cross to follow Christ’s example.

· Give thanks and pray for ABM and the world wide Anglican Communion
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009

21st Sunday after Pentecost - 25 October 2009
Job 1 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22); Hebrews 7:21-28; Mark 10:46-52

Today’s reading focuses on Blind Bartimaeus’ persistent call for Jesus to help him in his blindness. When he was told that Jesus was passing by he was determined to see Jesus and be cured by him. He keeps shouting: ‘Son of David, have pity on me!’ He does not care what other people say. He does not mind if they are annoyed by his shouting. He knows only one thing: Jesus, and he alone, can help him. Bartimaeus’ response to Jesus is to call immediately. He wants to leave behind his old self –and give himself completely to Jesus. Jesus asks Bartimaeus he wants him to do for him. ‘Lord,’ he answered, ‘make me to see so I can follow you on the way.’ Do to others what you want them to do for you in Jesus’ name.

· Pray persistently and ask the Lord to make us see and follow him to overcome obstacles and challenges

· Give thanks for the Anglican Health Service and all those in healing professions 

Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
All Saints Day - 1 November 2009
Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44

Today we celebrate All Saints’ Day. We remember those who, as the hymn puts it, confessed before the world that the name of Jesus is forever blessed. The reading reminds us how compassionate God is. Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in me shall not die but have eternal life’. The blood of the saints is the seed of the Church. Because there is life eternal in Jesus, the saints gave their lives through martyrdom and through prayer to glorify God. ‘We must keep our roots deep in him and build our lives on him for others to follows (Colossians 2:7)

· Give thanks to God and pray that we too may follow in the footsteps of Jesus and the saints, having compassion for those who suffer for their faith in God
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papau New Guinea and its’ Institutions

Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
23rd Sunday after Pentecost – 8 November 2009
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9 :( 19-22) 23-28; Mark 12:38-44

Unlike the scribes, the widow realizes that her giving must be sacrificial. She gives what she has with her heart to make an offering appropriate to God. We may give little or more but if we give with all our heart God will bless us. Every little thing counts. The First Letter to the Corinthians says ‘Whatever you do in the Lord’s service is never useless’ (1 Corinthians 15:58)

· Give thanks for those in the world who are less fortunate but still give to the needy.  Pray that God will bless them abundantly.
· Pray for all theological students, the primate and Archbishops of the Anglican Communion

Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
24th Sunday after Pentecost – 15 November 2009
1 Samuel 1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25; Mark 13:1-11

Today’s Gospel reading focuses on three things:
1. Jesus’ prophecy on the destruction of the Temple;
2. The questions of the disciples; and 

3. Warnings against deceivers and false signs of the end. 
The disciples would like to know a time and a date, but Jesus warns that they have to be on their guard. The time when all things will come to an end is in God’s hands. We are warned to be alert and keep watch. We are called only to witness Christ in the World. The question of when it all ends is God’s business.

· Pray that we may continue to witness the Love of Christ Jesus to human kind through our self denial and giving to others with love.
· Pray for those in crisis and those recovering from disasters, that they may receive aid and respite from their hardship.
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
Christ the King ​– 22 November 2009
2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18); Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37

Pilate asked Jesus, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Jesus replied, ‘Is that your own idea or has someone told you about me?’ Does Pilate’s question mean, ‘are you a rebel against Rome?’ or ‘are you the Messianic King?’ Jesus agrees that he has a kingdom but asserts it is not the kind of kingdom that has soldiers to fight for it. It is not built, nor is it maintained by military might. Jesus came to testify to the truth; therefore every one of us who is on his side must listen to him and exalt him as King in our lives. 

· Give thanks to God and pray for the Ministries who serve God faithfully that Christ the King will rule their lives.

· Pray for the Church of Melanesia and the Inclusive Communities Program, that peace may continue to prevail over the Solomon Islands
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
1st Sunday in Advent – 29 November 2009  Year C Cycle of Sunday Readings begins today
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-38

Jesus speaks about the signs of the end of the ages, the time of his second coming. The predictions in this discourse refer ultimately to the end times, while at the same time describing the more imminent destruction of Jerusalem in ad 70. We must not be downcast at the appearance of these signs, but look up in joy, trust and hope for the final redemption as we wait loving and serving others. God’s words are truthful.

· Pray that in all things we do God must rule and direct our lives that our hopes will be fulfilled

· Pray for greater commitment to Mission and Evangelism in our Church.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of the Philippines and their mission
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
2nd Sunday of Advent – 6 December 2009
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-6

In today’s Gospel reading, John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus’ coming into the world to save humankind, by quoting the words from the prophet Isaiah. He preached the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins and pointed them towards Jesus. Let us give ourselves to God and be the channels of God’s blessing to the needy.

· Pray that we may respond to the word and prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ.

· Give thanks for the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia and its ministry in Vanuatu
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
3rd Sunday of Advent – 13 December 2009
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

Rejoice the Lord is near! John the Baptist preaches with power and authority, using the story of the axe and the root, a symbolic way of saying that judgment is near for those who give no evidence of repentance. We have to examine ourselves and admit our weaknesses, strengths, failures and successes in preparation to receive Jesus in our lives. We can do this by word and deed.

· Give thanks for the love of God and pray for those who help us and those who are in need.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar and the continued recovery from Cyclone Nargis
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
4th Sunday of Advent – 20 December 2009
Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)

The promised Saviour Jesus Christ. Today’s reading we read of Mary’s visiting Elizabeth and upon arrival the baby within Elizabeth leaped in her womb. In a mysterious way the Holy Spirit produced this remarkable response in the unborn baby. God is always at work in us, therefore when we reach out to others the Holy Spirit makes the difference in people’s lives. We bear Christ and bear witness to him to others in the world.
· Give thanks for all who are reaching out to others in the world that they may know Christ through them

· Pray for the work of the Mothers’ Union, especially in Vanuatu, where an ABM program helps mothers to read and consequently take better care of their families
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
Christmas Day – 25 December 2009
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

Jesus Christ is born today Alleluia! To us a child is born, Jesus Emmanuel, God with us. The Angel of the Lord said to the Shepherds ‘Do not be afraid. Today in David’s town, a Saviour has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.’ Jesus was born in the manger because there was not room in the inn, which means he came down to be like one of us to make us all part of  God’s family. May this Christmas be the time for us to invite him to be born in our lives.
· Give thanks for the love of God and pray that we too may love our neighbours as ourselves
· Pray for the Spirit of Christmas to touch the lives of the people that we may celebrate it meaningfully
· Pray for the Anglican Church in the Middle East – especially the Diocese of Jerusalem – that peace may prevail
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
1st Sunday after Christmas - 27 December 2009
Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3, Psalm 147; Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7; John 4:1-18 

Today’s reading tells us that we must rejoice for we are the family of God. Jesus is the ‘Word made flesh who dwells among us’. Jesus humbled himself to become a perfect human; likewise we must humble ourselves before God, others and even ourselves. If we do, we will be able to become a true likeness of Christ our God. Give thanks for the work of the United Nations and its agencies relieving refugees.

· Pray for peace and justice in God’s world.

· Pray for the Province of the Anglican Church in Africa Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
2nd Sunday after Christmas – 3 January 2010
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 84; Ephesians 1:2-6, 15-19a; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Our reading for today tells us how the Holy Family became exiles in Egypt escaping from Herod’s insane jealousy. How ironic that Egypt, the land of the Hebrews’ enslavement, should offer the Jewish family hospitality and refuge! Yet this shows us how the birth of Jesus brings in a new topsy-turvy world where the old certainties in every realm are swept away, even in politics. God has already begun bringing in the Kingdom.
· Give thanks and pray for those who have contributed to the Church’s growth in the world, may God’s kingdom come here on earth as in heaven.
· Give thanks for those who work to resettle refugees
Text: The Revd Lindsley Ihove – who works within the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, one of ABM’s overseas Partners. © Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2009
How to Contact ABM

· Level 6, 51 Druitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000

· By Mail: Locked Bag Q 4005, QVB NSW 1230

· Phone: 9264 1021 (from Sydney) or 1300 302 663 (from elsewhere)

· Email: info@abm.asn.au

· Website: www.abmission.org

