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Readings from A Prayer Book for Australia

Year B

Written by the Reverend Canon Rachel McDougall

Precentor at St Paul’s Cathedral - Diocese of Melbourne

Holding A Light For Others

As the precentor at St Paul’s Cathedral the Reverend Canon Rachel McDougall takes care of the day-to-day running of the Cathedral. She grew up in Tasmania and was ordained there. She studied in Melbourne and before coming to the Cathedral, worked at Holy Trinity Pascoe Vale and Oak Park, where she undertook a special project on spirituality and aging.  While she was a theological student   Rachel travelled with ABM to the Philippines in 2004, an experience she describes as a formative in her ministry. She appreciated the opportunity to see how Christianity exists in a different country and culture. She went to the garbage dump of Manila and stayed  with the garbage pickers, learning much from their hospitality and faith. She believes that supporting local ministry, in communities in their own countries, is very important. Rachel talked about the ecumenical cooperation she witnessed as multi-coloured threads being woven together. “God is found in the stories of our lives…and is enfleshed in other cultures.”

Rachel encourages us to reflect on how we meet God face to face in the local community. “Mission” writes Rachel, “is about reaching out, being involved in what other people are involved in,” and it “is about being concerned for the whole person, that the whole of your life is touched by the God of love.”
Working with the whole community is the cornerstone of ABM’s work. As a organisation we are involved in bringing the kingdom of God to fruition, both in terms of the proclamation of the gospel (ABM’s Church to Church Program), and in working to bring justice, enabling the relief of poverty and other physical and community needs (ABM’s Community Development Program).  We understand this to be holistic mission and see it very much as the way in which the Anglican Church in Australia is able to reach out to its many Partners. We hope you will too.

Melany Markham
Communications Coordinator

Anglican Board of Mission-Australia Ltd

Reflections for Weekly Bulletins – First Quarter 

January 4th – March 29th 2009
Second Sunday after Christmas - January 4th
Jeremiah 31.7-14; Psalm 147.12-20; Ephesians 1. 3-4; John 1. (1-9) 10-18

Light and dark - two symbols that speak loudly.  The light burns and shines like the stars upon all, piercing the gloom and revealing to us the many gifts of God, especially the gift of life.  To be involved in mission is to hold the light for others that they may see the way ahead: a way where life is treasured as a gift, full of meaning, full of joy and light; a way where the dark experiences of life can be transformed. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray that we may all be a light for each other
· Give thanks for the ministry of the Anglican Health Service – PNG
The Baptism of our Lord – January 11th 
Genesis 1. 1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19.1-7; Mark 1.4-11

People flock to John the Baptist even though his message is strident and challenging.  Perhaps in our mission we do not challenge enough.  Instead we may try too hard to make our message palatable so that it loses its cutting edge.  We need to hear the message of the need to turn towards God with repentance.  Then in our turning, God says to us as God did to Jesus  'You are my child, the beloved; with you I am well pleased.' (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray that in our challenging of others we too may be challenged by the living word of God
· Give thanks for the ministry of love and acceptance lived by the Melanesian Brothers
Second Sunday after Epiphany - January 18th 
1 Samuel 3.1-10; Psalm 139; 1-5, 12-18; 1 Corinthians 6.12-20; John 1.43-51
Come and see... The first words of a disciple calling another to follow Jesus.  It is an invitation to see for yourself, to be curious about this person.  Faith is a journey.  We do not reach full faith all at once.  It grows as we ask questions and listen, watch and follow.  Yet God already knows us, like Jesus knew Nathanael and is acquainted with all our ways.  Being involved in mission is discovering the God that is already there and naming God who is present. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009) 

· Pray for the openness of mind to come and see and grow in faith
· Pray for the Diocese of Santiago – Episcopal Church in the Philippines
Third Sunday after Epiphany - January 25th 
Jonah 3.1-10; Psalm 62.5-12; 1 Corinthians 7.29-31; Mark 1.14-20.

Immediately they left and followed... The first thing Jesus does after his baptism is to call others to share in his ministry.  As followers of Jesus we need to hear that call to turn to God and follow.  In mission, just as Jesus went to where Simon and Andrew were, we are to fish for people where they are.  Mission is about reaching out, being involved in what other people are involved in. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray that we too can reach out to people ‘where they are’
· Pray for the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple – February 1st 
Malachi 3.1-4; Psalm 24; Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 2.22-40.
Simeon and Anna respond to God's call. They are open to seeing the Messiah and praise him.  Yet the praise is countered by the sharpness of the prophecy about the rising and falling of many.  In mission we are called to recognise Jesus in our midst.  Salvation is not just in recognising Jesus but in seeing the changes that this can entail and the hard decisions that have to be made.  Mission is not risk free. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray that we can be risk takers for the sake of the gospel
· Give thanks for the many Papua New Guineans who have answered the call to leadership
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany - February 8th 
Isaiah 40.21-31; Psalm 147.1-11; 1 Corinthians 9.16-23; Mark 1.29-39.
Both Jesus and Paul see their job as proclaiming the gospel.  Paul becomes all things to all people.  To the weak he is weak.  He becomes part of people's lives to reach them where they are and this is what mission is about.  People responded to Jesus and Paul because what they were saying about the God of love being near was in sympathy with who they were.  There is an identity between the mission and the person.  The challenge is that our lives and the message need to be in harmony with one another. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray that we can give people a sense of the nearness of God in their lives
· Pray for the Diocese of Polynesia 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany - February 15th 
2 Kings 5.1-14; Psalm 30; 1 Corinthians 9.24-27; Mark 1.40-45.

To touch someone is to reach out and share in that person's world -  to remind them that they are not alone.  Jesus touches someone who would never be touched and he puts himself at risk.  Jesus shares with that person and makes him whole, not just physically, but socially and emotionally.  Mission is about being concerned for the whole person, that the whole of your life is touched by the God of love. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray for God’s mission on earth as it brings change to the whole of people’s lives

· Give thanks for the ministry of the Province of South East Asia 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany - February 22nd 
Isaiah 43.18-25; Psalm 41; 2 Corinthians 1.16-22; Mark 2.1-12.

We can be immobilised by many things.  We can be paralysed by fear, illness, despair or grief.  We can seem to be stuck in that place and unable to move.  There are times when we cannot help ourselves and find it hard to pray or have faith.  Yet for Jesus the determination and faith of the man's friends was enough.  There are times when we need to hold the light of Christ aloft for others to see and by our faith others may be made whole by God. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray that our faith and determination may be transparent enough that others may be made whole
· Give thanks for the work of Indigenous Anglican leaders in their home communities
OR
Last Sunday after Epiphany - Transfiguration - February 22nd 
2 Kings 2.1-12; Psalm 50.1-6; 2 Corinthians 4.3-12; Mark 9.2-9.
In the middle of predictions of suffering Jesus is transformed.  Mountain top experiences are rare in life, most of the time we experience the mundane ordinariness of life.  Yet even a glimpse of the light shining in the darkness gives us the strength to continue and sustains us.  Mission is about being present with people and to share with them in all the mixed experiences of life, both in the highs and the lows. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Give thanks for the opportunities that we have to share and support people in their daily lives
· Give thanks for the Anglican Education Division in PNG and Dennis Kabekabe – the National Education Secretary
First Sunday in Lent – March 1st 
Genesis 9.8-17; Psalm 25.1-10; 1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15.
No time to celebrate! Jesus is flung into the desert.  In the desert things are stripped to the bare essentials.  It is a place of hardship and struggle, where one can be tempted to give up or to give in to the wild beasts.  Yet in the silence and barrenness of the desert God comes often in unexpected ways.  We might feel at times that our mission is fruitless or we are struggling uphill.  Yet it is often precisely there that God is present and the good news is proclaimed and believed. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Give thanks that God is present in mission here amongst us
· Pray for the ongoing work of the South Pacific Anglican Council

Second Sunday in Lent – March 8th 
Genesis 17.1-7; Psalm 22.24-32; Romans 4.13-25; Mark 8.31-38.
The disciples are confronted by where their teacher is going and are challenged by the implications for them.  To follow means suffering and being prepared to lose their lives.  In his confusion, Peter rebukes Jesus.  It is comforting that despite the disciples' many failings God was still able to establish and build the church.  Even when we miss the point others can experience the God who loves us and suffers with us. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray for the ongoing building up of God’s church
· Pray for the Province of Myanmar (Burma) and its ministry amongst so many in need
Third Sunday in Lent – March 15th 
Exodus 20.1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1.18-25; John 2.13-22
In Lent we are called to examine our lives and renew our faith, taking stock of where we are.  Jesus drives out the money changers as they have lost sight of the fact that it is God's house, not a market.  How easy it is to lose sight of what we are meant to be!  We can become too preoccupied with money or internal politics that we lose sight as to what's important.  In mission we need to continually take stock and our focus must always be on God and being open to where God leads. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray that we may always be open to the place where God leads us
· Give thanks for those who, following God’s call, forsake worldly wealth for the riches of the Kingdom.
Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 22nd 
Numbers 21.4-9; Psalm 107.1-3,17-22; Ephesians 2.1-10; John 3.14-21.

God's intentions have always been good.  It is out of love that the Son is given.  It is out of love that light and salvation are offered.  Yet it is easy to turn away to darkness and people can choose to condemn themselves.  Mission is about drawing people's attention to the light of God's love.  Belief brings unimaginable blessings. Yet in the end a person makes a choice and it is not always what we would like.  We need to be able to sit with the fact that not everyone responds and leave it in the hands of God. (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2009)
· Pray for patience and understanding in the light of others decisions
· Give thanks for the work and support of the ABM Auxiliary and all members around Australia
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How to contact ABM:


Street address:


Level 6, 51 Druitt St


Sydney NSW 2000





Mailing address:


Locked Bag Q4005


Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230





Phone: 1300 302 663


Sydney: 9264 1021





�HYPERLINK "http://www.abmission.org"�www.abmission.org�





Email: info@abm.asn.au
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