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Anglican Board of Mission – Australia 
Reflections for Weekly Bulletins

First Quarter
3 January 2010 – 28 March 2010
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2010 (Year C)

Written by the Revd Paul Grayston with contributions from the Revd Dr Ron Dowling
Welcome to the first quarter of Weekly Pew Reflections for 2010. 

One of the definitions of an epiphany is ‘a sudden intuitive perception of, or insight into reality’. The Gospel gives us insights into many common situations in our lives and inspires us to live it more fully, becoming closer to God.
May you use these Reflections to guide you as you read the Scriptures and pray throughout the seasons of Epiphany, Lent and Passiontide. 
God Bless

Melany Markham

Communications Manager
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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email, we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each week’s reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the end of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.

First Quarter
Weekly Pew Reflections 2010
3 January – 28 March 2010
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2010 (Year C)

Written by the Revd Paul Grayston with contributions from the Revd Dr Ron Dowling

Epiphany – 3 January 2010

· Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

It was the foreigners, the Magi from the east, who saw and worshipped the infant Jesus in fulfilment of Isaiah’s words. The religious experts of Jerusalem, the scribes and priests, failed to recognise that God had at last sent the promised one. As John observed, ‘He came to his own yet his own knew him not’ (John 1). Through the Saviour all people and all nations now at last ‘may approach God with freedom and confidence’ (Eph 3). 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections, 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Pray for our churches to be welcoming to immigrants and refugees
· Pray for the Church in the Province of Myanmar (Burma)
The Baptism of Our Lord – 10 January 2010
· Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-22

Would you have gone out to see John the Baptist and be baptised by him? He’s not a pretty picture and his message (how typical of prophets) is distinctly unattractive. He’s all fire and brimstone and judgement and wrath. But crowds flocked to be baptised by John and to prepare for the coming of the Saviour. They recognised their need for repentance, forgiveness and cleansing. Would you have gone out to see John? 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Pray for true repentance, especially where we as a church have hurt people.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany – 17 January 2010
· Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

God still turns water into wine: We call it a grapevine! Water from the soil is transformed, somehow, into juice. It’s a revelation of God’s existence and creativity, and one of those everyday miracles we too easily miss. Jesus performs this same miracle, but bypasses the grapevine and the winemaker. He is still in the wine business today, turning our ‘water’ of ordinary existence into ‘wine’ of joy and celebration. 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections, 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Ask that we gain a fresh appreciation of the ‘everyday miracles’ around us
· Pray for the work of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany – 24 January 2010
· Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Luke 4:14-21

Are you troubled? Keep on keeping on trusting God for his help and comfort and mercy. Persist in your prayers. ‘Shall not God bring about good?’ (Luke 18:7). He is good. He loves you. ‘Cast your anxiety on him for he cares for you’ (1 Peter 5:7). Trust him, even in that situation you are in the middle of right now. Decide, right now, to trust him. He came to set us all free!
 (Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Pray for the ability to trust God in every situation.

· Pray for the Anglican Church in Ethiopia
4th Sunday after the Epiphany – 31 January 2010
· Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30

Jesus accuses the synagogue crowd of being careless towards God and so is run out of town. Our Lord also points out how God often seeks and saves non-Israelite people (a favourite theme of Luke’s). This is a vitally important reminder for me and for you. God loves those who seem outside of his love. The Church needs to rediscover the truth that it exists primarily to bring in those outside. 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)
· Pray for our churches to be more outward looking.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Korea and that the North and South may unite again
5th Sunday after the Epiphany – 7 February 2010
· Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

It is a brief encounter that transforms a life forever. Isaiah glimpses God. Before him flashes Glory beyond description: Glory blinding even to heavenly beings: Glory all-knowing, all seeing and all-consuming. There’s nowhere to hide and nothing to hide. On the strength and impetus of this brief encounter Isaiah serves God flat out to the end. We too are to serve God where he places us until we too meet him face-to-face. 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Pray that our worship may be a true encounter 
with God

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa
6th Sunday after the Epiphany – 14 February 2010
· Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26

Are you feeling ‘blessed’ or ‘woe is me’ right now? Where do you fit in? Rich or poor? Laughing or mourning? Jesus’ words are a comfort, for he promises to end our troubles. And yet at the same time his words are deeply disturbing. When Jesus comes, all wrongs and sufferings will be put right, and all selfishness and exploitation will be exposed. Ours included! He demands of us great generosity and deep humility. 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Give thanks to God for all his goodness
· Pray for the Anglican Education Division – PNG
or
Last Sunday after the Epiphany – Transfiguration 
– 14 February 2010
· Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2; Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)

On the mountaintop Jesus appears to his closest followers in his truest nature. The carpenter’s son, the wandering preacher from Nazareth really is the Son of God. He possesses all the Glory of God, as radiant as lightening. He possesses all the authority of God: ‘This is my Son, My chosen one.’ The real Jesus is revealed. He is your Creator, Saviour and Lord. He is God the Son: ‘Listen to him!’ 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Pray that we might worship the Son of God as he deserves
· Pray for the Diocese of North Queensland and its ministry amongst Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people
1st Sunday in Lent – 21 February 2010
· Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; 
Romans 10:4-13; Luke 4:1-15
Jesus faced temptations throughout his ministry.  Remember the Garden of Gethsemane and his plea for the Father to ‘let this cup pass from me’. And the mocking cry as Our Lord hung on the cross: ‘If you are the Son of God save yourself’. These, and more besides, were temptations for Our Lord to take the easy way out. God’s way often appears to be the more painful or costly path, but it is the only truly satisfying way.
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Pray that we might live holy lives
· Give thanks for all who have faithfully served, and are serving, in the mission field
2nd Sunday in Lent - 28 February 2010
· Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27;
Philippians 3:17 - 4:1; Luke 13:1-9 

God and Abraham are friends – friends that trust each other and commit themselves to each other. The covenant between them is sealed liturgically. Paul also considers commitment, contrasting commitment to things of this world (including earthly rulers) with things of the heavenly realm. Jesus tells stories with the same theme: repentance is necessary, not to avoid disaster, but as a response to God’s mercy which is ever reliable and sure 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Dr Ron Dowling. )

· Pray for Christian ministry and mission among people with disabilities
· Pray for the Episcopal Church of the Philippines
3rd Sunday in Lent – 7 March 2010
· Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:31-35

The Old Testament people of God were supposed to demonstrate to other nations how good it is to live God’s way and under his care and love. But rather than ‘summon nations’ (Isa 55) Jerusalem turned her back on God and persecuted and killed his prophets. May we as a Church seek earnestly after the Living God and draw men and women to him whose ‘love is better than life’ (Ps 63). 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)
· Pray for those persecuted for their faith
· Pray for the Anglican Health Service – PNG

4th Sunday in Lent – 14 March 2010
· Joshua 5:2-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21;
Luke 15:11-32

The ‘Prodigal’ Son disgraced and ruined his family, yet the father welcomed him back with joy and love, and with not a harsh word. God loves people to come back. He loves and accepts you just as you are. God loves us to welcome and care for visitors and newcomers. Visitors to our churches this Easter and anytime are our VIPs. Let’s roll out the red carpet!
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)

· Pray for those who will visit our churches this Easter.

· Pray for the Revd Tom Slockee and his mission in the Diocese of the Northern Territory
5th Sunday in Lent – 21 March 2010
· Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:3-14;
John 12:1-8

We do not think and talk enough together about heaven. ‘Our citizenship is in heaven’ (Phil 3) and our priorities should conform to that eternal perspective. We need to let eternity govern our lives and our conduct and so ‘press on to the goal to win the prize’ and ‘run the race and keep the faith’ (2 Tim: 4). Like athletes who look up at the finishing tape, we will lift our game when we lift our gaze.
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Paul Grayston)
· Pray for a deeper experience of God in our worship.
· Pray for the work of ABM’s Church to Church Program
Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday) – 28 March 2010

· Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-18; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14 – 23:56 or Luke 23:1-49

This Sunday focuses on the Passion rather than the entry into Jerusalem. Luke’s version of the passion narrative centres on judgment between truth and falsehood. As the story progresses more and more people neglect or refuse to see the truth. At the end, when Jesus hangs on the cross, they shout ‘Save yourself!’ They fail to see he truth that Paul knows all too well: by not saving himself, Jesus becomes the salvation of the world. Let the same mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus. 
(Anglican Board of Mission Weekly Pew Reflections 2010 – the Revd Dr Ron Dowling.)
· Pray that we may always stand firm in our faith

· Pray that we may take every opportunity to take up God’s mission in our lives
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