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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email, we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each week’s reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the beginning of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.


Pew Reflections – Second Quarter 2010 
4 April – 29 June

Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2010 (Year C)

Easter Day – 4 April 2010

Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 or the Easter Anthems

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43

John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! Alleluia! Today darkness is banished for ever as the everlasting light of the resurrection floods the universe. Today the power of sin and death is no more. Today Mary Magdalene hears the once-dead and now-risen Lord call her by name. Today, let us experience the joy of Christ’s mighty resurrection: we have been redeemed by the God of love. Alleluia!
· How do I respond to the resurrection? How do I react when Jesus calls me by name?
· Pray for the work of ABM, as it tries to show God’s love, hope and justice to the world.
Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Second Sunday of Easter – 11 April 2010

Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29; Revelation 1:4-8;

John 20:19-31

Today Jesus turns Thomas’ shaky doubt into firm belief. Having touched Jesus’ hands and side, Thomas cries out, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Today may we follow in Thomas’ steps, faithfully proclaiming Jesus as our Lord and our God to a sceptical world.

· How do I follow Jesus in my own life? How do I proclaim in word and action that he is my Lord and my God?
· Pray for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Anglicans, giving thanks for the gifts they offer to the Church.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Third Sunday of Easter – 18 April 2010

Acts 9.1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5.6-14; John 21.1-19

Today the risen Jesus eats breakfast with his friends. All the disciples know that this is Jesus, they don’t need to ask. Today let us recognise those moments when Jesus enters our daily lives. Today, as we experience the ordinary, let us spend time with our risen Saviour.
· Where and when do I experience Jesus in my daily life? How do I make time throughout the week to be with him?
· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma), giving thanks for their faithfulness.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter – 25 April 2010

Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; 
John 10:22-30 

Today Jesus says that his sheep hear his voice, and they follow him. He gives them eternal life. Today, let us make a positive step towards eternal life. Today let us listen to Jesus’ voice and follow him.
· When do I hear Jesus’ voice? Do I follow him?
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, and pray for the efforts to bring peace to the Korean peninsula. 

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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St Mark e m – 26 April 2010

Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 89:1-9; Ephesians 4:7-16 or 
1 Peter 5:5b-14; Mark 16:1-15 or Mark 16:16-20

Today Jesus tells the Eleven to ‘go into all the world and proclaim the good news* to the whole creation’. Today he tells us, the Church, to do the same. Today help the Church fulfil its divine mandate by deciding to donate your time, your talents and your treasure to one of the Church’s mission agencies.
· How do I respond to Jesus’ command to ‘go into all the world and proclaim the good news’? Do I help or hinder God’s mission?
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea’s, Anglican Health Service, rejoicing in the help that the Church is able to offer the sick.
Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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SS Philip and James  aa mm – 1 or 3 May 2010

Isaiah 30:18-21; Psalm 19:1-6; I Corinthians 15:1-8; John 14:6-14

Today Jesus tells the disciples that if they know him, they also know the Father. Jesus is in the Father and the Father is in Jesus. Today Jesus tells us the same thing: God is not remote and unknowable. Today let us come closer to God through Jesus – in the Eucharist and in prayer.
· Do I see God in Jesus? Should I spend more time with Jesus in prayer and worship?
· Pray for the Anglican Education of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea and all who are students in that country
Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter – 2 May 2010

Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; 
John 13:31-35

Today Judas goes out to betray the love that Jesus had shown him. Jesus gives the disciples the New Commandment, to love each other. Others will see that the disciples belong to Jesus if they reflect his love. Today may we reflect Jesus’ love for us by loving one another.

· Do I love Jesus or do I betray him? Do I love others, as he loves me?
· Give thanks for the Anglican Churches in Africa, and for the African contribution to Christianity from ancient times till today
Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
© Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2010
Sixth Sunday of Easter – 9 May 2010

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; 
Revelation 21:10-14, 21:22-22:5; 
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9

Today, on the Sabbath, Jesus heals a man at Beth‑zatha who has been ill for a very long time. God’s wholeness comes to the sick man on the holiest day of the Jewish week. Today, on the holiest day of the Christian week, let us ask Jesus to heal the sick or broken parts of our lives that need the wholeness only God can provide.
· What good things can I do for others? Which areas of my life should I ask Jesus to make whole?
· Pray for the Anglican Church’s work in Ethiopia, giving thanks for the ministry of pastoral oversight exercised by Bishop Andrew Proud.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Ascension Day – 13 May 2010

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 110; Ephesians 1:15-23; 
Luke 24:44-53

Today the disciples go with Jesus to Bethany. There they see Jesus being carried up into the heavens. Rejoicing, they return to Jerusalem and bless God in the Temple. Today let us share the disciples’ joy, blessing God for the gift of Jesus, and the gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
· Does my faith make me joyful? If not, why is that so? How does the Holy Spirit work in my life?
· Pray for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, giving thanks for its witness to Christ in the Holy Land, in Egypt, Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa and Northern Africa, in Iran, and in Cyprus and the Persian Gulf States.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Seventh Sunday of Easter – 16 May 2010

Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-21; 
John 17:20-26

Today Jesus prays that all his followers may be one, just as he and the Father are one, so that the world may believe . Today, let us rejoice in the unity we share with fellow Christians through our mutual baptisms into the death and resurrection of Jesus our Redeemer.
· How much do I know about other Anglican Churches overseas? How much do I know about other denominations in Australia? What stops me from learning more?
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, giving thanks for the evangelists and catechists who proclaim the gospel in that country.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Pentecost (Whitsunday) – 23 May 2010

Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 104:26-36; Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17 (25-27)

Today Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will be with us for ever! What a wonderful gift, this Spirit who teaches us and reminds us of all that Jesus has said. Today, let us remember with gratitude all who have taught us, or reminded us of the words of Jesus. Let us praise God for the work of the Spirit in the Church and in our lives today. 
· When do I feel the Spirit working in my life? When have I seen the Spirit at work in the Church?
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for its work and witness in the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and New Caledonia.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Trinity Sunday – 30 May 2010

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; 
John 16:12-15

Today the Church celebrates God as Trinity, a God in three ‘persons’ bound together by mutual love. Today let us give thanks for the gift of love in our lives. Today may we strengthen the relationships we already have. Today may we also resolve to spread the message of God’s love by supporting one of our Church’s mission agencies.

· When do I feel the Spirit working in my life? When have I seen the Spirit at work in the Church?
· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, giving thanks for its community development work and its witness to the Gospel.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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The Visitation of the BVM to Elizabeth
 – 31 May 2010

1 Samuel 2:1-10; Psalm 113; Romans 12:9-16b; 
Luke 1:39-57

Today pregnant cousins meet, and even as a child in the womb, St John the Forerunner (as the Greek Church calls him) leaps for joy. Today let us rejoice with John the Baptist, remembering when Jesus has come close to us in our lives and giving thanks for those times.
· Do I feel that Jesus is near, or is he remote? What are the blessings I have received from belief in Jesus and membership of his Church?
· Give thanks for the work of the Anglican Religious Orders throughout Australia and in the countries within which ABM works. Give thanks for the contribution they make to the Church.
Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion
 – 3 June 2010

Exodus 24:3-8; Psalm 116; 1 Corinthians 10:14-21; Mark 14:12-16 (17-21) 22-26

Today we see Jesus doing something quite new as he turns the blessing of bread and wine at a Passover meal into a model for the Church’s eucharistic life. Today, sustained by his Body and Blood, let us renew and transform our world through acts of service and sacrificial love.
· How does the Eucharist nourish my spiritual life? How does the Eucharist relate to my daily life?
· Pray for ABM’s Encounter Program and give thanks for the visitors who come to Australia. Give thanks for the generosity of those parishes who support and sustain the visitors.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Second Sunday after Pentecost – 6 June 2010

1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24);  Psalm 146;
 Galatians 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17

Today we see Jesus turning tragedy into joy, as he raises a young man from the dead at Nain. Today let us hold before Jesus those parts of our own lives and relationships that have become rotten, praying that he will cause new life to flourish where once there was the stench of death and failure. 
· What parts of my spiritual life are morbid or dead? Will I offer them to Jesus to breathe fresh life into them?
· Give thanks for the Australians who have served our overseas Partners, particularly as missionaries, administrators, medical staff or teachers. May their dedication towards God’s mission inspire and encourage us.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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St Barnabas a m – 11 June 2010

Job 29:11-16; Psalm 98; Acts 11:22-20 and 13:1-3; Matthew 10:7-13

Today Jesus commands the Church to proclaim the good news that the kingdom of heaven has come near. He tells us to get on with it and not worry about things that we might see as important, such as money or clothing. Today we are told to engage in God’s mission with boldness and purpose. Today let us respond to Jesus’ command with eagerness and commitment.

· How do I help my fellow Christians in need? How does my parish support evangelism and church growth as well as community development?
· Pray for the Anglican Communion’s Evangelism and Church Growth Initiative, and for the Initiative’s staff, the Revd John Kafwanka and Stuart Buchanan.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Third Sunday after Pentecost – 13 June 2010

1 Kings 21:1-10 (11-14) 15-21a; Psalm 5:1-7; Galatians 2:15-21; Luke 7:36 – 8:3

Today we see Jesus at table at a Pharisee’s house. A notorious woman comes in and falls to the floor at Jesus’ feet, washing them with her tears, and drying them with her hair. Then she anoints Jesus’ feet with costly perfume and kisses them. Today may we become like her, offering to our Lord nothing that is cheap and shoddy, nothing that is not heartfelt and genuine.
· Do I offer Jesus too little? What costly gifts should I give to Jesus, who has saved my life from the grave?
· Pray for the members of the ABM Auxiliary and give thanks for their energy, enthusiasm and interest in supporting God’s mission.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – 20 June 2010

1 Kings 19:1-4; Psalms 42 and 43; 
Galatians 3:10-14, 23-29; Luke 8:26-39

Today Jesus heals a man with a severe illness and tells him to go back to his home and tell how much God has done for him. God has done such good things for all of us. Today, may we each find an opportunity to tell the others around us about how God nurtures, supports and loves us.
· What do I tell my friends and family about the action of God in my life? How do I reflect God’s care for me by nurturing, supporting and loving those around me?
· Give thanks for all the diocesan mission committees and parish mission secretaries through Australia who work to keep mission at the forefront of the Church’s mind. 
Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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The Birth of John the Baptist  – 24 June 2010

Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139:1-11; Acts 13:(16-21) 22-26; Luke 1:57-66, 80

Today Zechariah the priest sees the angel’s prophecy fulfilled: Elizabeth, his wife, gives birth to a son. Because Zechariah doubted the word of the Lord, he was rendered speechless till he agreed that the boy should be named John – a name not used by anyone else in the family. ‘John’  means ‘God is gracious’, so today let us look for where God has graced our lives and give thanks for each of those occasions. 
· How do I experience God’s grace in my life? How can I celebrate God’s grace in my life?

· Pray for all maternal and baby health initiatives, especially those within ABM’s overseas Partners

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – 27 June 2010

1 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62

Today Jesus tells us that we are to be single-minded about helping to bring about God’s reign on earth. Nothing is to take precedence over it, not even family obligations or burying the dead. Today let us resolve to put hand to the plough and not look back, knowing that such determination will make us fit for the kingdom of God.
· When have I procrastinated about doing something to show God’s love to others? What stops me from making a firmer commitment to help bring in God’s kingdom on earth? 
· Give thanks for the ways in which our Partners proclaim God’s love to their parishes and communities.
Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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SS Peter  and Paul  aa mm – 29 June 2010

Acts 12:1-11 or Ezekiel 34:11-16; 
Psalm 87 or Psalm 34:1-10; 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 (9-16) 17-18; John 21:15-22

Today Jesus tells Peter what he must do. Peter is to follow Jesus. However, Peter is not focussed on that so much as fussing about another disciple. It’s easy to get sidetracked by peripheral issues when we should be following Jesus and playing our part in God’s mission. Take the opportunity today to refocus on Jesus, and follow him.

· What distracts me from following Jesus? How can I minimize or remove such distractions?
· Give thanks for all who are engaged in assisting in God’s mission throughout 
the world and pray that, like St Peter and 
St Paul, they may be faithful to the end.

Text:  Robert McLean, manager of ABM’s Church to Church Program. 
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	Receive regular updates from ABM and our Partners.

Subscribe to our electronic newsletter

On a Mission
at www.abmission.org/_member/



Welcome to the second edition of Pew Reflections for 2010. We hope it will provide you with interesting material to use as a starting point as you study the Scriptures and reflect on them in prayer. 


They have been written by ABM’s Church to Church Program Manager, Robert McLean, who has used the theme of ‘Today’ throughout this set. St Luke, whose gospel the Church reads during Year C, tells us that Jesus began his public ministry with a declaration that the prophecy foretold by Isaiah had been fulfilled ‘today’. So begins Luke’s use of the word, giving his gospel a feel of immediacy and action. In a similar way, throughout the centuries the Church has also used the word ‘today’ in liturgy and hymnody to transcend time, bringing past and present together. Christ’s life is brought into the present moment and the Church celebrates each event in his life with him.


May you be filled with the joy of the resurrection as we celebrate Easter, the great feast of our redemption. 


 God Bless


  


Melany Markham�Communications Manager








