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Acknowledgement of ABM and Logos for Email users. If you received reflections in the past in a printed form you will know that each week came with an ABM logo. Because of the amount of space that a logo takes up at each point when we send you reflections by Email, we have deleted them and provided an acknowledgment sentence at the end of each week’s reflection – we would ask you to please use this sentence when printing the paragraphs. The logo that appears at the end of this paragraph however, can also be used and we hope that you will import it into your weekly bulletin alongside the Reflection.

Pew Reflections – Third Quarter 2010 
4 July – 26 September 
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2010 (Year C)
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost – 4 July 2010
2 Kings 5:1-14;  Psalm 30; Galatians  6: (1-6) 7-18; Luke 10:1-12 (13-16) 17-24

In the gospel today the disciples are sent by Jesus. There are three clear characteristics of the mission on which they are sent. The first is ‘simplicity’, the disciples do not need elaborate tools and state of the art technology, they are called to travel lightly, simply. The second is ‘peace’, the disciples mission is a mission of bringing peace. Thirdly the disciples are to give and receive ‘hospitality’. In the act of living simply, being bearers of peace and giving and receiving hospitality the kingdom of God comes near, the kingdom reality is realized in ‘everydayness’ of life as well as in the ‘time to come’. 

· Pray that you may be motivated by simplicity, peace and hospitality in mission so that the Kingdom of God may be realised in your context.

· Give thanks for the sterling work of ABM’s Auxiliary as it celebrates its centenary this month.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  – 11 July 2010

Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82; Colossians 1:1-14;
Luke 10:25-37

Who is my neighbour? A man I know told me a story recently. He watched people pass by a woman sitting near the footpath. He was amazed that no-one said hello. He stopped and said hello to the woman and her face lit up. In the gospel story today many people (of so-called ‘high’ social and religious standing) pass by someone in need. Who are the invisible people in our society? Or Who is my neighbour? Why is it that people become invisible? This week’s gospel reading challenges me to think about who is society’s ignored? The gospel challenges me to include, giving full attention, hearing and telling stories at the table, breaking bread and sharing the feast of God. 
· Pray that those who are ignored by society, those who are homeless, and those who are mentally ill may be given full attention to, both by their individual and structural neighbours.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  – 18 July 2010
Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52; Colossians 1:15-29; 
Luke 10:38-42 

One can’t help but feel a bit sorry for Martha in today’s gospel. You can feel her anguish as she says, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ I wonder how she felt when Jesus responded by telling her that she is distracted by many things and that Mary has chosen the better way. It is like when someone tells us a truth that hurts. I often feel like this when people ask me, ‘How’s your prayer life?’, then I hear Jesus say to me, ‘Jazz you are worried and distracted by many things’. That’s a bit confronting! The reality is that if we don’t stop, reflect, pray, contemplate, rest, we risk burn-out, frustration and resentment. I believe it is not Martha’s zealous and servant heart that is the distraction but rather forgetting the balance. It is in the quiet space with God, the ‘Source of all Being’ that we find our energy, sustenance and inspiration. Our social action comes from contemplation – ‘contemplative action’. 
· Pray that you may find balance in contemplation and action. 
· Give thanks for educational projects that ABM donors support.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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St Mary Magdalene – 22 July 2010

Song of Songs 3:1-4a; Psalm 63; 2 
Corinthians 5:14-21; John 20:1-18
Today we are invited into Mary’s grief. We can feel her anguish, where is her Lord? Mary sits faithfully and weeps for Jesus. She converses with angels and with who she thinks is the gardener. It is not until the ‘gardener’ names her that she recognises it is Jesus, alive, risen from the dead. Jesus then instructs Mary to go and tell what she has seen and experienced, to go and proclaim the resurrection. What an exciting and liberating message we have to proclaim in our living. As Mary faithfully goes so too are we invited to go and preach the gospel to the world, if necessary using words (St Francis). In the resurrection we are free, free from all boxes, free from limitation. 
· Pray that you may, like Mary, proclaim in word and action the resurrection and its implications for living.
· Give thanks for the work of the Church as it fights AIDS
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – 25 July 2010

Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85; Colossians 2:6-19; 
Luke 11:1-13

In the gospel today the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray. Jesus responds with the well-known ‘Lord’s Prayer’. He then goes on with a discourse about asking and receiving. As I read this gospel reading I started thinking about asking questions. Throughout the gospels, the disciples constantly ask questions and Jesus responds with questions. In this reciprocal question asking, life-giving answers are found. ‘Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.’ As I read this sentence I thought about a conversation I had with an elderly woman today who said that she has been inquisitive all her life and has never stopped asking questions. What a great thing, to be inquisitive and not pretend one has all the answers. When I did my theology degree, as the years went on, I had more questions than answers and yet my faith, and my image of God was becoming wider and wider. If we continue to question, the door of faith continues to be opened to new and exciting revelationsWhere and when do I experience Jesus in my daily life? How do I make time throughout the week to be with him?
· Pray that you may never be afraid to ask questions.

· Give thanks for the Archbishop of Canterbury and the work of the Anglican Communion Office.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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or –
St James the Great  a m – 25 July 2010

Jeremiah 45; Psalm 126; Acts 11:27 – 12:3; 
Matthew 20:20-28

When the ten others heard the request that the mother of James and John made, they were angry. You can understand why they were angry. It is a bit unfair, isn’t it! Why do they deserve a place over and above the rest of the disciples? Jesus’ response cuts through both the desire to be in a privileged place as well as the anger of the rest of the disciples. Jesus speaks of true leadership and power as rooted in serving. The humility of Jesus is powerful and cuts through any false pride that may present itself, both for the disciples gathered then, and for us gathered here in our context. 
· Pray that you may be moved by the humility of Christ.
· Give thanks for the Archbishop of Canterbury and the work of the Anglican Communion Office.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – 1 August 2010 

Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9,43; 
Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

Today’s gospel certainly challenges priorities! In the reading, Jesus tells a story that I am sure challenged his listeners as much as it challenges us. A man has gained so much that he decides to tear down his old barns and build bigger and better ones to fit the grain. This way he can store the grain and then spend many years eating, drinking and being merry. It seems a selfish pursuit, why couldn’t he share his crop with the hungry? Or invite all his neighbours for a feast, so that everyone could eat, drink and be merry. He is soon reminded that all of his wealth cannot be taken with him. This reading challenges the Church to share what it has, to live simply, and to live ‘the fullness of life in God’ in the present with a continuous vision of the fulfilment of the Kingdom
· Pray that you may be moved by the Spirit of God to share what you have and be inspired to live lightly.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, and pray for the efforts to bring peace to the Korean peninsula. 

Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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The Transfiguration of our Lord 
– 6 August 2010

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97; 
2 Peter 1:16-19 (20-21); Mark 9:2-10 

Imagine what it would be like being on that mountain. The transfiguration is such a mysterious event. This mystery is aided by Mark’s story-telling technique of secrecy. The disciples are ordered to tell no one what they have seen. What a difficult request! Elijah and Moses appear, a voice comes to them on the mountain and exclaims that Jesus is God’s Son the Beloved, and the disciples have to keep it all a secret! Today is the day we mark the transfiguration in the Church’s calendar. It is also the day in which the world remembers the devastation of Hiroshima by an atomic bomb - a violent transfiguration. Today we are invited into the transfiguration of Jesus, in this invitation we too are transfigured, and are called to transfigure the world for good. We are invited to act for the transfiguring, the transforming, of violence to peace, hatred to love, retribution to restoration.
· Pray that you may be transfigured by the glory of God.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea’s, Anglican Health Service, rejoicing in the help that the Church is able to offer the sick.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
– 8 August 2010

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24; 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 (17-28); Luke 12:32-40
Are we prepared to see Jesus? In this short snippet I am not going to enter a discourse about Christ’s second coming. I read today’s text through the lens of mission. In the reading the challenge is to be prepared for Christ’s coming. In the greeting of the peace we exclaim that ‘We are the body of Christ’. The implications of this is that not only are we to continue as God’s hands and feet in the world, but we are also invited to look for Christ in all those who come across our paths. Jesus’ words in Matthew come to mind, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ There are many times when we are not prepared to see Jesus in those who we meet. We may be ‘too busy’, in a hurry, flustered. I am challenged by today’s gospel to prepare myself each day to look for Jesus’ presence in everyone I meet.
· Pray that you may look for Jesus’ presence in everyone you meet this week.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church’s presence in Ethiopia,  remembering especially Bishop Andrew Proud
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 15 August 2010

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2,8-19; 
Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2; Luke 12:49-59
Today’s reading troubles and perplexes me each time I read it. I spoke with friends of mine who were very helpful in contemplating and expounding a short reflection in which one does not have the space to perform a deep, scholarly essay. With passages such as these it is essential to look at commentaries as well as the Greek. In so doing one would be faced with questions of whose words we read in the form we receive them. It is also essential to read these violent texts in context. It is clear in the gospel narratives and the salvation event of the life, words, death and resurrection of Jesus that Jesus was for peace and unity. God became flesh so that we may have life in all its fullness. The implications of fullness of life are wholeness in relationships, community in diversity, and celebration in mission.
· Pray that your relationships may be signs of God’s healing and wholeness in a divided world.
· Give thanks for the evangelism taking place within our Partners, rejoicing in lives finding fullness in Christ.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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or –
St Mary, Mother of our Lord  – 15 August 2010

Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3; the Magnificat; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:1-7
Offering hospitality to Jesus – In today’s gospel we read part of the birth narrative of Jesus. Mary gives birth to Jesus, wraps him in cloth and lays him in a manger. You can read the tenderness of her action. The text also informs us that there was no room in the inn. Mary doesn’t let this obstacle stop her offering her beloved newborn hospitality – even in the most uncomfortable surroundings. I am always inspired by Mary. Today I am inspired by her tenderness and hospitality to Jesus. I wonder if we give the same attention and hospitality to Christ in our lives. Today we are invited to make space for Jesus. In making space for God in our lives we make space for everything else. 
· Pray that amid the busyness of life you may make space for Jesus.
· Give thanks for the evangelism taking place within our Partners, rejoicing in lives finding fullness in Christ.

Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 22 August 2010

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17
For the love of the law! How often do we hear the phrase ‘That is not how we do it here!’ It is one of those phrases that can pull the imagination to a halt. Not so for Jesus. When the ‘keepers of the law’ challenge Jesus because he heals on the Sabbath, Jesus is not stopped, rather he stops them, challenges the reason for their law. Do we keep practices the way they are just because that’s the way they have always been? Jesus was and is a revolutionary; healing on the Sabbath, including women, and all outcasts, turning the tables of society, transforming religious laws. This passage reminds us that we can’t put God in our own people made boxes, for the power of God’s liberation cannot be stifled.
· Pray for the Church that it may be set free from boxes it uses to limit God.
· Give thanks for the clean water provided to communities through ABM’s Water, Sanitation and Health projects.

Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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St Bartholomew a m – 24 August 2010

Deuteronomy 18:15-18; Psalm 145:10-18;
Revelation 21:9b-14 ; John 1:45-51

Bartholomew is identified with Nathanael. Philip tells Nathanael about Jesus. Nathanael’s response is ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ He is obviously a little sceptical. When Jesus sees Nathanael he speaks very highly of him and reveals to him that he knows him, for he saw him under the fig tree. This is all it takes for Nathanael to believe in Jesus as the Son of God. Jesus then says that greater signs will be seen. We are invited today to be inspired by Nathanael’s faith. This doesn’t mean we don’t doubt (just like Nathanael’s opening question). We are invited amid the questions to go deeper in our faith and to share our faith in our words and actions.  
· Pray for the opportunity to share your faith by word and action.
· Give thanks for the diocesan mission secretaries and committees throughout the Anglican Church of Australia.

Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 29 August 2010

Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14
The gospel of Luke speaks a lot about the dinner table and hospitality! The context for today’s gospel is a dinner party. Jesus watches as the guests take the place of honour. He then tells a parable. The parable says something of humility, not assuming a place of privilege over another. He concludes by saying that when you have a dinner party, ‘invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind’. If we take this parable beyond the dinner table and to the world, how easy it is to assume a place of honour, of privilege. The gospel today reminds us that all people are invited to God’s banquet. I believe that God’s banquet would be a round table affair, where we are equal. Imagine the stories that are shared at this table. It wouldn’t be the like-minded sharing stories with the like-minded, it would be a hub of diversity, changing and stretching, enriching and transforming.
· Pray that you may be moved by the Spirit to love those who are different to you, that ears may hear and hearts may love.
· Give thanks for God’s mission: to bring us all closer and closer into the divine life of the Trinity.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 5 September 2010
Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 
Philemon 1:1-25; Luke 14:25-33

Today’s reading is another which brings up priorities. On face value it seems like more harsh words from Jesus. Jesus’ words about hating mother and father cannot, when juxtaposed with the rest of Jesus’ rhetoric, be taken literally. The gospel today finishes with the words, ‘So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.’ Jesus hyperbole is a tool used to emphasise the cost of discipleship (to use a term of Bonheoffer). To take the cross seriously and detach oneself from their possessions is no easy task. Luke challenges me to think about what it is that distracts me and what keeps me from walking in and proclaiming freedom and peace, that comes in the event of salvation, particularly on behalf of those who still carry crosses of persecution, oppression, violence and poverty.
· Pray for those who are carrying heavy burdens.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of PNG and for its newly-elected Archbishop, the Most Revd Joseph Kopapa.

Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 – 12 September 2010 
(Back to Church Sunday in some dioceses)

Jeremiah 4:11-12,22-28; Psalm 14,
 1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-19a or 1 Timothy 1; Luke 15:1-10

At Jesus’ table, the tables of society are turned upside down. Today we read another reference to the hospitality of Jesus, hospitality which upsets the authorities – ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ In response to this truth, exclaimed in such an accusatory fashion, Jesus tells his listeners a story. A story which I am sure resonates with his listeners as it does for we who hear it so many years later. The story of the shepherd who goes to find the lost sheep, whose name is known to the shepherd, resonates and offers transformation to any part of us which may be experiencing abandonment, loneliness, misdirection, and exclusion. God searches for us. God knows us, and loves us. This reading invites us to rejoice with God at a feast. In so rejoicing, we too are invited to rejoice in who we are and who those around us are, that is, God’s beloved, named and known by God. In this very act a challenge is presented to the tables of society.
· Pray that the Church may be a place of welcome and rejoicing for those who experience isolation, abandonment or exclusion.
· Give thanks for places of refuge for those who are victims of violence and abuse 
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 19 September 2010

Jeremiah 8:18 - 9:1; Psalm 79:1-9, 1 Timothy 2:1-10 or 1 Timothy 3:14 –4:6; Luke 16:1-13

In today’s gospel a manager is praised for his shrewdness. It is dangerous to assume that the one praising the manager is to be identified as Jesus. I always ask the question ‘why is the one who is dishonest commended?’ When we take a closer look at the text a lot of these questions are resolved by historical and literary analysis. One of the poignant challenges in this text is the closing words ‘You cannot serve both God and wealth’. When I think about our society, our television advertisements, lifestyle, media, it would appear that money has taken on a divine quality. It appears easy to worship money. Is it really? No, the striving for money often takes many hours of work, late nights and limits quality time for family and friends. The images that the media present often contribute to low self-esteem and unrealistic expectations. If on the other hand we worship God, the one who knows us by name and loves us as we are, we are freed from unreal expectations and invited to live the fullness that is life. 

· Pray for those for whom the expectation of financial success is a heavy burden.

· Give thanks for St Margaret’s Anglican Health Centre in Popondetta, PNG, and its current refurbishment.
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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St Matthew e m – 21 September 2010

Proverbs 3:1-6; Psalm 19:1-6; Ephesians 4:1-14;
Matthew 9:9-13
Today’s reading is once again set around the table. Jesus sits with sinners and tax-collectors. Jesus calls a tax-collector friend, and asks him to follow him. Jesus does not discriminate by calling the privileged and powerful to follow him and not the excluded and outcast. It appears rather that Jesus shatters the notion of privileged and powerful by lifting up the lowly, including the outcast and eating and drinking with tax-collectors and sinners. As the Church we are to continue the incarnation, live as Christ’s hands and feet in our time and place. Who then are those whom this gospel calls us, in our context, to sit at the table with?

· Pray for those who are excluded.
· Give thanks for those who teach literacy within ABM’s Overseas Partners

Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 26 September 2010

Jeremiah 32:1-3, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 or 1 Timothy 4:12 - 5:8; 
Luke 16:19-31

The poor are frequently mentioned by Jesus, and in the whole of scripture. This frequency conveys just how important the poor and looking after the poor and needy is to God and should be for Christians. Today’s gospel is no exception to this challenge. It paints a bleak picture for the rich man dressed in purple linen who feasted sumptuously. It is an effective story! It moves its listener to action, action which moves the listener from ‘self-centeredness’ to ‘other-centeredness’. If only the world would heed Jesus’ words. Imagine the feast that would be had, the stories shared, the laughter and joy. The present reality is that the large majority of people in the world live in poverty while a few live in extreme wealth. I am reminded of the words of the prophet Micah ‘… what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
· Pray for those who live in poverty. Pray to be inspired to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with God.
· Pray for all the Australians who have served as missionaries overseas
Text:  The Revd Jasmine Dron, a member of ABM’s Church to Church Program’s Committee. 
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Welcome to the third edition of Pew Reflections for 2010. We hope it will provide you with interesting material to use as a starting point as you study the Scriptures and reflect on them in prayer. 


Jasmine Dron is currently the Assistant priest at the Anglican Cathedral parish of Grafton. She completed her Bachelor of Theology at St. Mark’s National Theological Centre in 2007. Jasmine is passionate about social justice and faith and their inextricable link.  


In 2008 she visited Israel Palestine and since that time has sat on the Ecumenical Working Group for Israel Palestine, based in Canberra. She is also the Australian representative on the World Council of Churches’ World Week for Peace working group.


Since 2009 she has been a member of the ABM’s Church to Church committee. 


May joyful faith be yours as we continue the journey through the Sundays after Pentecost 


 


 Melany Markham�Communications Manager
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