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Pew Reflections – First Quarter 2011, Part I 
2 January – 27 March
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2011 (Year A)

The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 
– 1 January 2011

· Numbers 6:22-27, Psalm 8, 
Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:15-21

Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to be circumcised, after the tradition of their people, but named him, not as the tradition would have been, his father Joseph, but with the name that had been told them by the angel. 

Mary treasured and pondered quietly the words that were said about her baby. She and Joseph must have talked about what had happened to them, and what was ahead of them. After the amazing events around his birth, what did they imagine was in store?  In Mary’s arms was one who was somehow the Son of God, who would save his people from their sins. Yet it was only a small baby she held close to her, to protect with her love. 

Not knowing what was ahead, touched by the miraculous, Mary and Joseph go on with their lives, doing what they must do, trusting in God. So we too trust, hope, love, go on with our lives, listening to God.

· Pray for all who face uncertainty, that they may put their trust in God.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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The Second Sunday after Christmas 
– 2 January 2011

· Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; 
Ephesians 1:3-14;  John 1: ( 1-9) 10-18

In the place where I minister I often see people who reject and not accept the true light that gives light to everyone in the world.  In all of our daily lives we must be a witness for Christ for how is the world going to know of Christ if we as Christians do not act as a witness for Christ.  John was one such witness through all his trials and tribulations; he never gave up witnessing for Christ.

· Pray for all those who are locked up in institutions, prisons and within themselves to see the light and believe His word.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Korea.
Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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The Epiphany of our Lord 
– 6 January 2011

· Isaiah 60:1-6 ; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12;  Matthew 2:1-12

After a long journey to another land, the wise men find the baby Jesus and rejoicing, offer him their devotion and their extraordinary gifts, fit for a king. They must have been surprised at the humble circumstances in which they found the child they had come so far to see, but if they were, Luke’s Gospel shows no sign of it. All we read of is their overwhelming joy and adoration.

Our King, our Lord Jesus, is not to be found in the palaces of the rich and mighty, or high on a throne with the powerful. He is to be found with the poor and the lowly, the unremarkable. And great will our rejoicing be when we find him where we least expect him.

· Pray for all those who offer themselves to Jesus without reservation or fear.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.

Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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The Baptism of our Lord 
– 9 January 2011

· Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29;                             Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17

Earlier this year there was a young person who I was witnessing to who felt that to really turn his life around he needed to be baptised.  Despite some opposition from others around him the young lad felt very strong about being baptised and wanting to bring Christ into his life.  

· Pray that this young man (Alex) continues his witness for Christ. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Sudan.

· Pray for the people of South Sudan as they begin to vote in a referendum about their future today.

Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Second Sunday after Epiphany 
– 16 January 2011

· Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40: 1-14; 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42

The people of God are often pictured as sheep being cared for by a shepherd.  The Lord is our shepherd who offers us His protection, goodness and love.  As we see symbols used here and in the Church culture and our culture symbols have been used and are still used regularly.

· Pray for all those who offer protection, goodness and love in Jesus’ name.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar.

Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Third Sunday after Epiphany – 23 January 2011

· Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm: 27:1-10;                            1 Corinthians 1:10-18;  Matthew 4:12-25

The Psalmist seeks God’s presence.  As with the psalmist, we need to trust in God and seek his presence in our lives.  As we go into new ministries and new places we can be assured that God will be with us.  When I first went into the Juvenile Justice Centre I had to trust in God and his presence in my being in unfamiliar territory.

· Pray for those who are new in ministry or taking up a position in a different area of ministry.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa.

Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
– 30 January 2011

· Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12

The wisdom of the world is a wisdom that excludes God with too much emphasis placed on human self sufficiency.  Many people in today’s society place a higher value on money, material possessions and their careers than knowing that God’s standards and values are different from those accepted in the world.  While money and possessions help us achieve a better standard of living they must not become our God. We, as believers, must develop a godly contempt for both human wisdom and a secular world view.

· Pray that all will have godly wisdom and insight to God’s plan for their lives.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya.

Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
–2 February 2011

· Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm 24 or Psalm 84; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40

Old Simeon and Anna had patiently and faithfully waited, watched and prayed, and lived to see before them the one for whom they had waited, who would redeem Israel. Fulfilled, Simeon was then able to go in peace, having seen what he longed for.

We don’t see too much of patience in our modern world. People all seem to want things immediately, if not yesterday.  Yet something worthwhile is worth waiting for. How much greater our joy and appreciation when something we have badly wanted, for a long time, is ours at last. 

· Pray for those who are elderly in our communities, and remember to honour them.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.

Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
– 6 February 2011

· Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12); Psalm 112; 
1 Corinthians 2:1-13 (14-16); 
Matthew 5:13-20

We as Christians are to be salt of the earth, resiting moral decay and corruption evident in our society today. As salt gives flavour and preserves, we as Christians need to be salt to our fellow man.  By going out into the community and shining as an example of God’s love. As my ministry takes me into places that others do not like to enter, I do so to shine as a torch for God.

· Pray for those who go into ‘dark places’ in the name of Christ, to bring his light to the world.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia
Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
© Anglican Board of Mission Pew Reflections 2011
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
– 13 February 2011

· Deuteronomy 10:12-22 or Sirach 15:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-27

Some people in today’s society think that having theological knowledge or attending church makes them Christians.  These religious practices really only take on any significance when they are done with heartfelt devotion to God. The Bible speaks of the heart as the centre; “it is the wellspring of life”.   Without this heartfelt devotion and love within myself for God and for others, I would be unable to fulfil God’s calling on my life.

· Pray that these people will soften their hearts and find their devotion for God.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines.

Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
– 20 February 2011

· Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18; Psalm 119:33-40; 
1 Corinthians 3:10-17; Matthew 5:38-48

We as Indigenous people still hold onto past hurts which causes much grief and suffering which causes us to hate our enemies.  But God tells us to love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  This is not to say that we forget the pain of the past but to move forward we need to acknowledge the pain of the past and forgive to make a better future for all.  

· Pray that we may all be able to forgive past grievances.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, The Philippines Independent Church.

Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Eighth Sunday after Epiphany 
– 27 February 2011

· Isaiah 49:8-16a; Psalm 131; 
1 Corinthians 3:18-4:5; Matthew 6:22-34

Today’s society appears to be more geared towards the accumulation of wealth by

a) Placing our trust and faith in it

b) Looking to it for our ultimate security and happiness

c) Expecting  it to guarantee our future and desiring it more than we desire God’s righteousness and Kingdom

Therefore we become so obsessed with money and accumulating it that it takes precedence over other parts of our life, such as family and God’s glory which are pushed into the background.

Jesus does not mean that it is wrong to make provision for future physical needs, what is forbidden is constant anxiety and worry about making provisions as this shows a lack of faith in God’s care and love.  We need to put our trust and faith in God to provide for us as in the passage, ‘Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly father feeds them’.

· Pray for those who are caught up in bondage to seek more of God’s Kingdom and righteousness.

· Give thanks for the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, and pray that God’s Spirit will guide him as he leads the Anglican Communion.
Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Last Sunday after Epiphany – Transfiguration 
– 6 March 2011

· Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9

In his transfiguration, Jesus was transformed in the presence of three disciples and shown as God in human flesh.  Why did this happen in front of them?   It was to provide an encouragement to Jesus as he faced death on the cross and to announce to the disciples that Jesus had to suffer on the cross.  It was also God’s way of showing that Jesus was his true son and chosen to redeem the human race.  As we head into Lent it is a good time to reflect on the true meaning of Easter.

· Pray that people will remember the true spiritual meaning of Easter and reflect on it rather than see it as just a holiday and time to eat Easter eggs.

· Give thanks for the opportunity to deepen your spiritual life this coming Lent by attending a Lenten Study, reading spiritual books, or by praying more regularly.
Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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First Sunday in Lent 
– 13 March 2011

· Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Psalm 32; 
Romans 5:12-21; Matthew 4:1-11

Quite often during Bible talks at the Juvenile Justice centre we talk about how when you are at your lowest point that is when Satan tries to get in and tempt you to do the wrong thing.  It is at this time that we need to be strong and not give into temptation.  We must also be aware that there are people who will take scripture texts and twist them in such a way that they may appear to condone sinful behaviour.  

· Pray for those who do take Scripture out of context and use it to their own advantage and pray that others will know that they have been tempted and not give in to temptation.

· Give thanks for all those who work to provide Bibles to others in their own tongues.
Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Second Sunday in Lent 
– 20 March 2011

· Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; 
Romans 4:1-5 (6-12) 13-17
John 3:1-17 (or Matthew 17:1-9)

The passage from John’s Gospel talks of regeneration or spiritual birth.  Without new birth, we cannot receive eternal life and salvation through Jesus Christ.  I often talk to the boys at the centre that they can turn their life around and start with new beginnings whether it is spiritual or physical.  Even if you have new birth, this can be extinguished by ungodly choices and unrighteous living.  

· Pray that the boys at the Juvenile Justice Centre will turn their lives around.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Communion’s Evangelism and Church Growth Initiative, and give thanks for ABM’s participation in it.
Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Third Sunday in Lent 
– 27 March 2011

· Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42

Part of my ministry is delivering donated bread from a bakery to people in the community who are in need.  Not only are we satisfying a physical need but also a spiritual need.  This bread run gives me an opportunity to reach out to these people and talk to them not only about everyday things but also about Jesus.  

· Pray that the words spoken will not fall on deaf ears and that, not only will their physical needs be met, but that they will be touched spiritually.

· Give thanks for the efforts to form a global Anglican Relief and Development Alliance, and give thanks for ABM’s participation in it.
Text: The Revd Gloria Shipp 
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Welcome to the first edition of Pew Reflections for 2011. We hope you will be able to use these reflections as a starting point as you read the Scriptures and reflect on them in prayer. 


This quarter’s reflections have been written by the Revd Gloria Shipp. In 1996, she became the first Aboriginal woman to be ordained a priest in the Anglican Church. She attended Nungalinya College and her ministry is based around Dubbo in the Diocese of Bathurst.


Gloria is an Honorary Assistant Priest at Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Dubbo, and coordinates ‘Walkabout Ministries’, an indigenous outreach program. She is also Chaplain to the Orana Juvenile Justice Centre and runs an annual women’s camp for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women as part of her ministry.


ABM supports the ministry of Gloria through the Diocese of Bathurst, both financially and in prayer.


I hope you find these reflections to be thought provoking and challenging. 


God bless,


Melany Markham�Communications Manager











