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Pew Reflections – Fourth Quarter 2011
2 October – 28 December
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2011 (Years A - B)

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 2 October 2011

· Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19; Philippians 3 or 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33 - 46

African wisdom has it that ‘the inheritance of the foolish ones will be devoured by the dogs’ and that ‘the one who said hold the drum for me did not say you must play it.’ The tenant farmers lost the opportunity to be eternal heirs to the land because of their foolishness; they did not realize that they were custodians and not the reapers. They exhibit arrogance and stupidity rather than wisdom and loyalty hence the judgment of the crowd: ‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants who will give him a share of the crop at harvest time’ meaning the wise and the loyal.

· Pray for reverent use of the resources and wealth of the earth for and on behalf of God.
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, for Archbishop Albert Chalma, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 9 October 2011

· Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 20-24; Philippians 4 or 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
Today’s gospel has a two-in-one parable. The parable of people who miss the opportunity to join God’s banquet feast by refusing to accept God’s invitation; and the parable of people who have come into God’s realm but still cling to their old selves.  Some of us have good reasons not to honour God’s invitation because of the jobs and engagements that we have to attend to; some of us want to be associated with Christ, but find it difficult to be ‘clothed’ with Christ.  We risk losing the precious gift of God to us.

· Pray for honesty and sincerity in responding to God’s invitation.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, for Archbishop Paul Kim, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 16 October 2011

· Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99; 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-33
We have dual citizenship – our earthly-Australian citizenship and our heavenly citizenship. Many of us work so meticulously to fulfill the demands of our earthly citizenship – we pay our water, electricity, pension and income tax bills timely and religiously. Today we are being reminded to be equally meticulous in our fulfilling the demands of our heavenly citizenship – our offerings to the Church of God, prayer life, fellowship, service to God and humankind.

· Pray for exemplary Christian citizenship that shows reverent concern for the world we live in and the hope we hold for the world to come.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Kenya, for Archbishop Eliud Wabukala, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Luke, Evangelist and Martyr 
– 18 October 2011

· Jeremiah 8:22-9:3; Psalm 145:10-18;
2 Timothy 4:9-17a; Luke 10: 1-9

The missionary activity of the church today is to continue with what Christ commissioned the seventy-two messengers, to ‘go ahead’ and prepare the way for Christ and make known to all the reign of God.  As we go out to do mission we are aware of the many challenges that we might come across, for Christ sends us out like ‘lambs among wolves’ – defenceless.  God however, uses other people to assure us of God’s presence, just like God used Luke to assure Paul of God’s presence during Paul’s trials/persecutions which had made his close companion to desert him.

· Pray for increased support for mission agents.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, for Archbishop Joseph Kopapa, and for his clergy and people.
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 23 October 2011

· Deuteronomy 34: 1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17; 
1 Thessalonians 2: 1-13; Matthew 22:34-46

Jesus today refutes the notion that the Messiah can be individualized or nationalized. The correct title of the Messiah is not the Son of David, but the sovereign Lord who transcends personal and nationalistic boundaries. It is the same Messiah who embodied the greatest commandments of them all – in him is the perfect love to God and to neighbour.

· Pray for missionary societies as they try to break national and cultural boundaries.
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Myanmar, for Archbishop Stephen Than Myint Oo, and for his clergy and people.

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Simon and Jude, Apostles and Martyrs 
– 28 October 2011

· Deuteronomy 32: 1-4; Psalm 19:1-6; 
Jude 1-3; 17-25; Luke 6:12-16

Simon and Jude are remembered as elders of early Christian communities that were vulnerable to heresies and temptations toward immoral living. Modern day Christian communities are equally vulnerable to heresies and temptations to immoral living. The dangers for us today are such that with all the sophistication of modern civilization, it has become easy to tolerate heresies and justify immoral living.

· Pray for wise and God-fearing leadership in our churches and society

· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of the Sudan, for Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul Yak, and for his clergy and people.
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
– 30 October 2011

· Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107: 1-7, 33-37; 
1 Thessalonians 3:5-13 or 4: 1-8; 
Matthew 23: 1-12 (37-39)

In the gospel today, Jesus warns people against ‘religious correctness’, which in our day may be understood as ‘political correctness’. As a Christian Community, we have grown to speak out the right things such as justice issues. The encouragement today is that we move from just being seen to be saying the right things about justice, but that we are actively involved as servants immersed in the work of justice.

· Pray for the spirit of humility and courage to be loyal servants to God and all of creation.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, for Archbishop David Vunagi, and for his clergy and people.

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
All Saints’ Day
– 1 November 2011

· Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 
1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
In the reading from St John’s Revelation, we see a vision of a great multitude of white-robed saints praising the One who sits on the throne and the Lamb. Jesus tells us in today’s gospel just who they are: the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, those who are persecuted, those who are reviled for Jesus’ sake. It is these people who have their tears wiped away by God.
· Pray that you may live a life that is worthy of God’s blessing.
· Give thanks for the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr Rowan Willams, and for the Anglican Communion throughout the world.

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
– 6 November 2011
· Joshua 24: 1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78: 1-7; 
1 Thessalonians 4: 9-18; Matthew 25: 1-13

One of the perennial problems facing Christians since the Ascension of our Lord is one of Christ’s delayed second coming. In the early years of the Christian communities, this gave rise to apostasy – people sliding back to their old practices and customs, losing the excitement that they had gained when they became believers – on the one hand,  and false teachings about the end of the world is nigh on the other. We are reminded today that both apostasy and the end that has arrived are foolish ways; but that vigilance and steadfastness are the marks of true followers of Christ.

· Pray for wisdom and strength for Christian witness in places where evil makes them feel Christ will never come anyway.

· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, for its Presiding Bishop, Dr Mouneer Annis, and for his clergy and people.
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
– 13 November 2011

· Judges 4: 1-10; Psalm 123; 
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11; Matthew 25: 14-30

God has entrusted us with God’s resources.  The Kingdom of God belongs to those who are willing to receive from God and work for it.  Each one of us – as individuals, communities and the collective of humankind – have been given according to our abilities.  Talents can be seen as those things that God values so much and has entrusted them to us for perpetuating – the earth and all that is in it, including our fellow human beings.

· Pray for faithful service to God and to God’s creation.

· Give thanks for the Iglesia Filipina Independiente (Independent Church of the Philippines),  for its Obispo Maximo, Ephraim Fajutagana y Servanez, and for his clergy and people.
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Feast of Christ The King/The Reign of Christ 
– 20 November 2011
· Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24; 
Psalm 100 or Psalm 95: 1-7; 
Ephesians 1: 15-23; Matthew 25: 31-46

There is a way in which Christians like to see God as love, compassion, forgiveness, reconciliation and so forth such that they are averse to Christ the King who will judge them. In today’s gospel, God takes human actions  and non-actions seriously. The world is awash with the hungry, destitute, and imprisoned. If each one of us did just one thing a week for each of these people, we will be able to inherit the kingdom of God with Christ the King on the day of judgment.

· Pray that every Christian may take seriously his or her ministry to the afflicted.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, for its Prime Bishop, Edward Malecdan, and for his clergy and people.

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
The First Sunday of Advent 
– 27 November 2011
Year B begins today (and Year 2 for weekday readings) 

· Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19; 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9; Mark 13:24-37

Today is a double unveiling of a new season:  the fig tree in the gospel, and the Advent in the life cycle of the Church .  A season of preparation for the end on the one hand and the glorious coming of Christ on the other, a season where we await the big event. It is not the horrific and tumultuous events that will bring the big event, but the glorious Second Coming of our Lord.  Advent is a season when we are called to rehearse those things that we need to be doing every-day (not just before Christmas) in preparation of Christ’s Second Coming – for our eternity.
· Pray for and reach out to those Christians living in tumultuous situations that make it difficult to prepare for Christmas.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, for Archbishops Brown Turei, David Moxon and Winston Halapua, and for their clergy and people.

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Andrew, Apostle and Martyr 
– 30 November 2011
· Deuteronomy 30:11-14; Psalm 19:1-6; 
Romans 10:8-18; Matthew 4:18-22 

Christ recognized Andrews’s capabilities as a fisherman and so was called to use his expertise instead to draw people’s souls to Christ. Andrew was also willing to offer his gifts to the service of his Lord. Let us think about what is needed to do God’s work in our times, and make an offering from what God has already given us in our everyday living. We are not set apart because we are special, but because we offer our ordinary selves to the sacred work of God.
· Pray for generous response to vocations.
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, for its Archbishop, Dr John Chew, and for his clergy and people.

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
The Second Sunday of Advent 
– 4 December 2011
· Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 
2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8

There is no doubt that John the Baptist “shakes the hell” out of his hearers in an effort to prepare them for the most important event they were going to experience:  the coming of the Messiah, the re-direction of history.  Today, the world waits for the final event in history albeit at times it does not know – the Second Coming of Christ.  How are we, as the Church, preparing ourselves and also others for the final event?

· Pray for those people in our churches who are charged with preparing people for baptism, confirmation, marriage and ministry of the laity and ordained.

· Give thanks for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican Church  in Japan), for its Archbishop, Nathaniel Uematsu, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

The Third Sunday of Advent 
– 11 December 2011
· Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or Song of Mary, 
1 Thessalonians 5: 12-28; John 1:6-8, 19-28

Confidence, humility and knowing oneself are the cornerstone for doing God’s mission.  The Word takes the form of the human – meaning Christ humbles himself as God to take our nature.  John the Baptist has no illusions about who he is, simply the voice of the one who is calling in the wilderness. So small, not even worthy to untie the thongs of the person he is suspected to be.

· Grant your Church O Lord a sense of true humbleness and self knowledge to do your mission.
· Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (The Anglican Church of Hong Kong), for its Archbishop, Paul Kwong, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
– 18 December 2011
· 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-27 or Song of Mary; 
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
The history of salvation is a history of God working with humans. Salvation is teamwork between God and humanity; and in the gospel today, Mary is the one who signifies humanity. Mary trusts God, and accepts to play her part not because she is a star, but simply because she trusts God, she is given the opportunity to be the Mother of God. Serving God opens up opportunities, for those whom God entrusts with God’s work because they trust God.

· Pray for the Church to put its trust in God so that the work entrusted to her by God will continue God’s work of salvation.
· Give thanks for the Church of Pakistan, for its Archbishop, Samuel Azariah, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

Thomas, Apostle and Martyr – 21 December 2011

· Habakkuk 2:1-4; Psalm 117; 
Ephesians 2:19-22; John 20: 24-29

Thomas’ response to Christ’s death and absence was to withdraw and separate himself from the others; the other disciples’ response to the fear was to stand together and find comfort from one another.  In our fears and hardships we are called to stand together and pray for each other, for it is in this unity that Christ identifies himself and restores us to inner security and fearlessness.  There are many Christians witnessing for Christ in fear ridden situations, and they are calling out to the rest of us to stand with them.

· Pray for the spirit of standing together in the face of fear. 
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Western Africa, for its Archbishop, Justice Ofei Akrofi, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
The Birth of Our Lord:  Christmas Day 
– Sunday 25 December 2011
· Luke 2:1-20
Throughout the life of their child, Mary and Joseph’s lives continued to be of trials and tribulations that would be overcome by joy and celebration – first with the difficulties they faced before giving birth, joy came with giving birth to the Messiah, then the difficulties during his life and ministry leading to his death on the cross, joy came with his resurrection.  The opportunity to serve God, and the trust we put in God, does not make us lie on rosy beds because the work entrusted to us by God is not some minor job being done by the way.

· Pray for perseverance, endurance, joy and a sense of fulfilment in working for Christ.

· Give thanks for the work and worship of your local church, day by day, week by week. Give thanks for the clergy and people who seek God’s presence in your neighbourhood.

Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
– 26 December 2011
· 2 Chronicles 24:17-22; Psalm 31:1-8; 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-60; Matthew 10: 17-22

Church growth encompasses many things: increase in numbers, resources and responsibilities to the world in response to the spiritual and human needs of our age; spiritual growth in faith and confidence in Christ. Such growth attracts opposition, particularly if it challenges fundamental assumptions held by society. In the life of St Stephen, Christians are called to embrace church growth and all that comes with it.

· Pray that Churches will be communities that encourage growth.
· Give thanks for the Scottish Episcopal Church, for its Primus, David Chillingworth, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
John, Apostle and Evangelist 
– 27 December 2011
· Proverbs 8:22-31; Psalm 97; 1 John 1:1-5; 
John 20:2-8

John calls himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved” because of the love he experienced from Christ.  John did not want to selfishly experience God’s love, but teaches us that God’s love is made complete only when we share it with others.  Awareness of God’s love for us in Christ motivates us into true fellowship with all humanity.

· Pray that Christian churches will be centres of sharing God’s love to all people regardless of who they are.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Australia, for Archbishop Dr Phillip Aspinall, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

The Holy Innocents 
– 28 December 2011
· Jeremiah 31:15-20; Psalm 124; 
1 John 1:5-2:2; Matthew 2:13-18

Today we remember the slaughter of children in Bethlehem ordered by Herod with the aim of getting rid of Christ the Messiah. We are reminded of the ruthlessness of politicians, especially when they begin to see that there are alternatives outside of them. The recent and ongoing violent ruptures in Africa and the Middle East are a stark reminder of this reality, but also a call for men and women like Joseph and Mary who are prepared to protect the weak and the innocent in the name of God.

· Pray for refugees and displaced people; for pro-migrant policies by governments of wealthy nations.
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean, for its Archbishop, Ian Ernest, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
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Welcome to the final edition of Pew Reflections for this year. We hope you and your congregations will be able to use these reflections as a starting point as you read the Scriptures and reflect on them in prayer. 


This quarter’s reflections have been written by Revd Vongai Mkaronda. Ordained to the priesthood by the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, she worked on the staff of the Cathedral of the Nativity at Pietermaritzburg in the Diocese of Natal. Vongai now works for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea as their Gender Co-ordinator. She is based in Popondetta with her husband, Fr Nick, and their son, Victor. 


I hope you find these reflections to be thought provoking, challenging and a means by which to deepen your faith. 


In Christ,


�


Robert McLean�Church to Church Missioner








