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Pew Reflections – Third Quarter 2011
1 July – 29 September
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2011 (Year A)

Coming of the Light – 1 July 2011

· Isaiah 58:8-11; Psalm 27;
2 Corinthians 4:5-6; John 12.35-47

The light of Christ breaks into the darkness of all times and places. The Pharisees, the keepers of the traditions of Jesus’ day, resisted this. Yet all cultures and religious forms stand in need of transformation and we need to take care that we remain open to the light lest we plunge others into darkness. As we do so, in the different cultures to which we belong, the light of Christ can shine in our hearts to bring knowledge of salvation to others 
(2 Cor 4:6).

· Pray that the light of Christ may enrich all that is good in our different cultures 

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Church in the Torres Strait and pray for Bishop Saibo Mabo
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Third Sunday after Pentecost – 3 July 2011

· Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17; Romans 7:14-25; Matthew 11:15-19 (20-24) 25-30

The message and mission of God can be found so challenging that they are simply not heard or received. Such was the experience of Jesus, like John the Baptist before him. Yet we are promised that the ‘yoke’ of sharing Christ’s mission is light. When we trust in Christ’s gentleness and humility we can therefore find rest even in what appears especially burdensome.

· Pray for those feeling discouraged in their mission

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar and pray for Archbishop Stephen Than Myint Oo
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – 10 July 2011
(Sea Sunday)
· Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; 
Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9 (10-17) 18-23

In sharing the Gospel, we have all experienced a range of responses akin to that of the parable of the sower. All too often it may seem that the seed we scatter is lost or withers away. Jesus above all directs us however to the amazing generosity of God in scattering love so freely among us. May we therefore not worry about results, but rejoice in such generous grace and reflect it in all we say and do.
· Pray for an open-hearted sharing of the generosity of God

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente (Philippines Independent Church) and pray for its Obispo Maximo,  Ephraim Fajutagana
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – 17 July 2011
· Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 139:1-11, 23-24; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30 (31-33) 36-43

How do we handle the weeds in our own lives, our Church and world? There has always been a tendency in human societies towards extirpation, driving out all identifiable evil in the name of the good, and God. How different is Jesus’ approach as reflected in the parable of the wheat and the tares! The practice of mercy, patience and leniency are God’s call to us, as love and goodness will ultimately triumph. 

· Pray for a loving attention to goodness as a remedy for the brokenness of our Church and world

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines and pray for the Presiding Bishop, Edward Malecdan
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

Mary Magdalene – 22 July 2011
· Song of Songs 3:1-4a; Psalm 63; 
2 Corinthians 5:14-21; John 20.1-18

In many places in our world, the voices and religious experiences of women are often ignored or diminished.  Yet in John’s Gospel it is Mary Magdalene who is the first person to meet with the risen Lord and who becomes ‘the apostle to the apostles’. Her courage to speak of the love and truth she encountered is an inspiration to women and men of faith today. So too is the willingness of the apostles to receive the new thing of which she spoke. 

· Pray for the ministry of women in preaching, teaching and sharing good news

· Give thanks  for the NZ Anglican Missions Board and for the Common Life Mission Conference in Waikanae, which finishes today, having brought together over 400 people interested in proclaiming the death and resurrection of Jesus
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost – 24 July 2011
· Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11; 
Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:44-58

Even those who resisted Jesus recognised the power and insight of his teaching. For the wisdom of God, Jesus tells us, is like a buried treasure or a pearl, which, if we are wise, we do all we can to possess. In a world with many choices, we can settle for less or fail to discern good from evil. Ultimately, however, like a great catch of fish, God’s love will reveal what we have made important and what is truly valuable.
· Pray for wisdom to discern where we should spend our time and money 

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia and pray for Archbishop David Vunagi
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

James, Apostle and Martyr – 25 July 2011
· Jeremiah 45; Psalm 126;                                            Acts 11:27-12:3; Matthew 20:20-28

The wish of the mother of the sons of Zebedee that the two brothers share Jesus’ glory so closely was fulfilled but not in the way she had originally asked. James was indeed to ‘drink the cup’ that Jesus drank, following him in witness even to a martyr’s death. James shows us that the essence of apostolic ministry is a willingness to give ourselves for others. Growth in saintliness comes through a life of ever deepening service.

· Pray for those whose witness and service to others costs their very lives

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Korea and pray for Archbishop Paul Kim
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost– 31 July 2011
· Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 16; 
Romans 9:1-8 (9-16); Matthew 14:13-21

The miracle of the feeding of the five thousand is both a powerful sign of the love of God and an invitation to us to share in its life-giving work. In the story, Jesus first instructs his disciples to share in feeding the hungry. In making the people sit down, he then encourages us to treat the little and the least as equal with the greatest. And in charging his disciples to ‘gather up the fragments’, he entrusts us with valuing the most broken in our world. 
· Pray that the hungry may be fed and the humble lifted high

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Zambia and pray for Archbishop Albert Chama
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

The Transfiguration of our Lord – 6 August 2011
· Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97; 
2 Peter 1:16-19 (20-21); Mark 9:2-10

The glory of God is often hidden from us but there are special moments when we can find ourselves overwhelmed by the sheer brightness of God’s love. Like Peter, John and James in their encounter with Jesus on the mountain, we may be awestruck and at a loss for what to say or do. Yet we know Jesus as God’s Beloved and we listen to him, like those first disciples, we are ourselves transformed to share God’s light in our hearts and world.
· Pray that our individual lives and Church may be transfigured by God’s glory

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai (the Anglican Church in Japan) and pray for Archbishop Nathaniel Uematsu
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – 7 August 2011
· Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28; Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22; Romans 10:4-15; Matthew 14:22-36

In the storm, far from land, the disciples became afraid, losing confidence and perspective. They failed to see Jesus coming to them and, in their terror, imagined he was a ghost. We can identify strongly. For even when, like Peter, we too set off in faith and hope, we often find ourselves sinking. Jesus continues to assure us: ‘do not be afraid’.  
· Pray that those caught up in the storms of life may know Christ’s reassuring presence

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan  and pray for Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul Yak
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – 14 August 2011
· Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; 
Romans 11:13-32 (33-36); 
Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28

The Canaanite woman shows extraordinary courage in approaching Jesus. Jesus responds to her remarkable faith by bringing healing to her daughter, breaking through the barriers between Jew and Gentile. In so doing, his original mission to his own people of Israel is extended to all in need. May we have the same spirit, faith and courage to reach beyond our inherited divisions to bring transformation to others.. 

· Pray that the Gospel may continue to heal lives and communities beyond the barriers of history, race and culture

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya and pray for Archbishop Eliud Wabukala 
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Mary, Mother of our Lord – 15 August 2011
· Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 113;                               Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:1-7

Mary continues to model for us how to receive, bear and proclaim the word of God. Through her is made possible the fulfillment of the promise of Isaiah that God will save and restore the land and people. Through her willingness to respond, justice is proclaimed, Jesus is born and we are made children of God (Galatians 4:7). May we therefore, like Mary, also become fruitful bearers of God, and ‘a beautiful crown for the Lord’ (Isaiah 62:3).

· Pray for courage and grace to share the example of Mary’s care and witness in responsiveness to God
· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East and pray for Archbishop Mouneer Annis
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – 21 August 2011
· Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124;                               Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20

Like those who first encountered Jesus, we are called to make our own response to his question: ‘who do you say that I am?’ How we respond helps determine the future of our lives and God’s mission. Perhaps we feel unworthy or unable to take up the responsibility? Yet Jesus makes its clear that our witness and proclamation is not dependent on our own strength. Like Peter’s public confession, this is an act of grace and we too can thus be assured that nothing can prevail against it.

· Pray that we may rest more fully in God’s grace in publicly confessing Jesus Christ

· Give thanks  for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, based in Nanjing, China, and pray for Amity’s President, Bishop Kuang-hsun Ting and General Secretary, Qiu Zhonghui
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr 
– 24 August 2011
· Deuteronomy 18:15-18; Psalm 145:10-18; 
Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51

Bartholomew’s death was by flaying and beheading, according to legend. Yet whilst his fate has thereby fired the imagination of artists, his actual life and even his name and role in the Gospels remain uncertain. If he is the Nathaniel in John’s Gospel however, then Jesus’ description of him as ‘a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false’ is a fitting one. For witnessing to Jesus requires that we develop that same spirit of inner strength and integrity, even unto death. 

· Pray for those facing martyrdom for their witness to Jesus Christ

· Give thanks for the Anglican Indigenous Network and pray for Ms Donna Bomberry (Canada) who is the convenor
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost – 28 August 2011
· Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26;
Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 

Peter was eager to confess Jesus as Messiah and Son of God but was most reluctant to accept a suffering Saviour. How often does the cross become for us a stumbling block in a similar way? The glory of God is most fully revealed in the seeming folly of the crucifixion. When we have received this fully then we have let go of mere human ways of thinking and have begun to share the mind of Christ and the wisdom of God.

· Pray that we may not see the cross as a stumbling block but may find God in the midst of suffering and doubt

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Mission Department of the Anglican Communion Office and pray for the Revd John Kafwanka, the Director for Mission
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Martyrs of New Guinea – 2 September 2011 

· Zephaniah 3:14-20; Psalm 130; Romans 8:33-39;
John 12:20-32

In the midst of death, persecution and hardship, St Paul affirms that ‘we are more than conquerors through him who loved us’ (Rom 8:37). For if God is for us, who or what can be against us? The story of the Martyrs of New Guinea reminds us of the Gospel truth that when a seed dies, it bears much fruit. Let us therefore rejoice in the glory of God revealed in the sufferings of the Church of Christ, from whom nothing can ever separate us. 
· Pray that we may die to self and bear the fruit of eternal life

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea and pray for Archbishop Joseph Kopapa
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 4 September 2011
· Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149;                               Romans 13:1-10; Matthew 18:10-20

God calls us to care for others, however small or insignificant they or we may seem to be. Like a shepherd, we must be prepared to seek out the one sheep which has strayed, for every ‘little one’ is infinitely precious to God. Moreover, through our mutual care and prayer together God’s purposes are fulfilled. Let us therefore be encouraged. For if we are but two or three in number, Christ is there among us.  

· Pray for the care of the lost, and for Christians who are isolated or small in number 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Evangelism and Church Growth Initiative and pray for Bishop Patrick Yu (Canada), the Initiative’s convenor
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 11 September 2011
· Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114;                                Romans 14:1-14; Matthew 18:21-35

In approaching the question of sin within the Church, the New Testament constantly points us towards the grace and mercy of God. Despising or judging one another makes little sense when ‘all stand before the judgement seat of God’ (Rom 14:10). If we do judge others, we are like the slave in the parable who owes such a huge and unrepayable debt, but yet cannot forgive someone who owes them a very little. Instead, we are to share in displaying the very mercy of God which has been shown to us, forgiving our brother and sister from our heart.
· Pray that we may learn to forgive as we have been forgiven

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Alliance: Development, Relief, Advocacy and pray for its director, Ms Sally Keeble (UK)
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– 18 September 2011
· Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45; 
Philippians 1; Matthew 20:1-16

The parable of the labourers in the vineyard is a shock to our system. Are we offended by God’s generosity to others? How far do we treat others in terms of rewards rather than needs? Jesus is clearly not teaching us to give up on struggling for justice. Rather the ‘fair go’ he is seeking is of a deeper and wider dimension. It is for all people, however late they arrive or in whatever guise they appear.  To adopt the maxim that ‘the last will be first and the first last’ thus has challenging implications for how we relate to others, not least refugees in our world. 
· Pray for God’s generosity to be shown to refugees and those at the end of life’s queue
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Health Network and pray for its convenor, the Revd Paul Holley (Switzerland)
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Matthew, Apostle and Martyr – 21 September 2011
(International Day of Prayer for Peace)
· Proverbs 3:1-6; Psalm 19:1-6;                        Ephesians 4:1-14; Matthew 9:9-13

When Jesus called Matthew he shocked those who counted themselves righteous by including those who appeared most morally reprehensible. That God desires ‘mercy, not sacrifice’ is thus a great liberation, allowing each and every one of us to grow into ‘the full stature of Christ (Eph 4:13). Yet it is also a great challenge to us. For to live as part of the body of Christ means to share in Christ’s mission, reaching out to fellow sinners and ‘bearing with one another in love’ (Eph 4:2) for the sake of God’s unity and peace. 

· Pray for relationships based on Christ’s inclusive love 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Peace and Justice Network and pray for Dr Jenny Te Paa (NZ) who is the convenor
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– 25 September 2011

· Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 11-16;            Philippians 2; Matthew 21:23-32

Jesus shows us that what counts with God is not outward titles or righteousness but inward attention and obedience to the will of God. What we say, or sing, about God, we must show forth in our lives. For the authority of Jesus comes through his complete humility, even unto death (Philippians 1:8). Let us therefore seek to share ‘the same mind that was in Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 2:5) looking not to our own interests but to the interest of others.

· Pray that together we may share the mind of Christ

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Colleges and Universities of the Anglican Communion and pray for the Revd Canon James Callaway (USA), the General Secretary of CUAC
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011

Michael and All Angels – 29 September 2011
· Daniel 7.9-10,13-14 or Ezekiel 1.4-12; Psalm 138; Revelation 12.7-12a; John 1.45-51

Like Nathanael in his first encounter with Jesus, even when we see something of God we see very little. As Jesus indicates, and as other scriptural imagery attests, the full vision of God’s glory is so much greater than we can imagine. As mere human beings we can be strengthened through a greater awareness of God’s angelic powers. Though we are often entrapped by the principalities and powers of this world, we must therefore rejoice in the ultimate triumph of God’s love. 
· Pray that we may be uplifted by the heavenly visions of God’s glory

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Communion Environmental Network and pray for Bishop George Browning (Australia), the network’s convenor
Text: The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2011
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Welcome to the third edition of Pew Reflections for 2011. We hope you and your congregations will be able to use these reflections as a starting point as you read the Scriptures and reflect on them in prayer. 


This quarter’s reflections have been written by the Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin.


Fr Jonathan rejoices to be part of the diverse and lively Christian community of St Luke’s, Toowoomba, where he has been rector since December 2010. He has a very broad range of experience, having served in a variety of different capacities (in parishes, community and spiritual development, theological education as well as in ecumenical and social justice ministries) at national, diocesan and parish levels, both in his native UK and for over ten years here in Australia.


I hope you find these reflections to be thought provoking and challenging as we journey through the calendar from the Coming of the Light till Michaelmas. 


In Christ,





Robert McLean�Church to Church Missioner











