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Pew Reflections – Second Quarter 2012
1 April – 29 June
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2012 (Year B)

Palm Sunday
– Sunday 1 April 2012
· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 31.9-18; 
Philippians 2.5-11; Mark 14.1 – 15.27 
or Mark 15.1-39 (40-47)
We, as Christians, have been called, not only to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, but also to proclaim to the whole world that Jesus Christ is Lord. Today’s celebration of Palm Sunday makes us aware that it is not difficult to proclaim Jesus as Lord when the crowd is on our side, but so much more difficult when we step out as Evangelists into a society that is clamouring for the ‘death of God’. It is relatively easy to stand by a King riding the crest of popularity, but the events of this week will challenge us to follow our King on a journey that, to observers only, seemingly leads to rejection and humiliation. 

Christ is our King and the kingdom over which Christ rules is the whole of creation. Let us take the opportunity to pray over and over again the words “Thy Kingdom Come” in the hope that all our conversations and activities today and throughout this week will further the fulfilment of God’s Kingdom.

· Let us pray for all who are persecuted or ridiculed for declaring their faith in Jesus.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, for Archbishop Joe Kopapa, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Monday in Holy Week
– Monday 2 April 2012
· Isaiah 42.1-9; Psalm 36.5-11; 
Hebrews 9.11-15; John 12.1-11
To journey with the Church through Holy Week is to allow ourselves to experience the whole range of human emotions from celebration to despair to unbounding hope. Where does one focus in this Gospel?  Do we enjoy the warmth and hospitality of Martha, do we marvel at the presence of Lazarus, do we inhale the aroma from the costly perfume? These are experiences to delight the mind, heart and senses. But suddenly the mood changes and we are thrown into an experience of jealousy, manipulation, anger and aggression. With such reminders of the best and worst of human nature we can be assured that in and through the life, death and Resurrection of Jesus we are redeemed and made whole. This is the message we need to share with others. There is no human emotion unknown to Christ, there is no human experience beyond the power of Christ’s Redemption.

· Let us pray today for all who doubt the loving mercy and forgiveness of God.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, for Archbishop David Vunagi, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Tuesday in Holy Week 
– Tuesday 3 April 2012

· Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 71.1-14; 
1 Corinthians 1.18-31; John 12.20-36
 “Sir, we wish to see Jesus”. Has this longing of the heart been the goal of our Lenten Spiritual journey? If it has been the case then hopefully we have also learnt to open our eyes and see Jesus in the vulnerable, the poor, the marginalized and the desperate. A little quote written in a card given to me many years ago expresses the sense of vulnerability and dying with Christ found in this reading. It said “If it be that you really want to meet Jesus then it is by moonlight that you must seek him under an olive tree. You will find him flat on the ground, and you will have to lie down on your face with him if you are to catch his words.”  The journey ahead of Christ is a journey of betrayal, humiliation, suffering and abandonment. Christ’s journey is our journey and we are called to go the whole way with him. In our dying with Christ we will be honoured by the Father.

· Let us pray today for the vulnerable in our communities, especially those suffering from mental disorders or diseases of the mind. 

· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Myanmar, for Archbishop Stephen Than Myint Oo, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Wednesday in Holy Week 
– Wednesday 4 April 2012

· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 70; 
Hebrews 12.1-3; John 13.21-32
Judas seems to be ‘at one’ with the disciples and Jesus as they gather for this Passover Meal. But Jesus, who reads the heart, knows otherwise. Throughout the latter part of Jesus’ life there had been the sense of a growing crisis between Jesus and the authorities, and now the disturbance in Jesus and the betrayal by Judas heralds the climax of this crisis.  We are all vulnerable in the service of Christ and the Gospel. It is  easy to lose our focus and embrace unworthy motives in our call to Christian service. In a sermon given a few years ago in relation to a call to discipleship the preacher, a Bishop, repeated many times the words “Stay close to Jesus”. This is the invitation of Holy Week, an invitation to stay close to Jesus. In Jesus’ presence we will overcome temptations to selfish motivations and find the help we need to remain committed and faithful disciples. To leave the presence of Jesus is to go out into the night.

·  Let us pray  that all, whose faith is wavering, will stay close to Jesus in their time of trial.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Kenya, for Archbishop Eliud Wabukala, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Maundy Thursday
– Thursday 5 April 2012
· Exodus 12.1-4 (5-10) 11-14; Psalm 116.1-2, 11-18; 
1 Corinthians 11.23-26; John 13.1-17, 31b-35
To be in the presence of a dying person is to be on holy ground. We hear every breath; we listen to every word and notice every gesture. There is great detail in John’s account of the last Supper and each action and word is so important. As disciples of Jesus we are to be humble servants of others and embrace wholeheartedly his new commandment of love. As Christ’s disciples we are to take our place at the table and learn from him the attitudes and values that are the mark of Christ’s disciples. In this context of humble service and love we are invited to participate in the Eucharist and thereby allow Christ to take us, bless us, break us and give us in the service of God’s Kingdom. By coming to the table of the Lord we express our willingness to be of service and our desire to belong entirely to him.

· Let us pray that all members of our Parishes will grow in appreciation of and thanksgiving for the gift of the Eucharist. 

· Give thanks for the all those who serve others in practical ways in the name of Jesus. 
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

† Good Friday
– Friday 6 April 2012          

· Isaiah 52.13-53.12; Psalm 22; 
1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25
John 18.1-19.42

There are times when we are in such a rush to assure ourselves that the Resurrection follows the death of Jesus that we don’t allow the climax of Christ’s self-emptying to register deep within our hearts. Christ’s act of Redemption is one of total self-emptying. Self-emptying, dying to self, can be creative and lead to new life. Grapes are crushed to make wine and wheat is crushed to make bread. The crushed grape and empty wheat stalk were evident in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Wine and wheat promote life not death, and with the blessing of Jesus they become Life, Eternal life for each of us. Good Friday is the continuation of that process of surrendering life in order to gain life. Christ yielded his life symbolically on Holy Thursday, he yielded his life, emptied himself totally on Good Friday. The grain of wheat that dies yields fruit in abundance, the Christian who loses him or herself in Christ will also bear much fruit in the power of the Resurrection.
· Let us pray that Jesus will dispel the darkness from those whose lives are clouded by depression, despair or shame.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, and pray for all Christians in the Holy Land.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Easter Day
– Sunday 8 April 2012

· Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 25.6-9; 
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 or ‘Hymn to the Risen Christ’ – APBA, p.6 or p.327;
1 Corinthians 15.1-11 or  Acts 10.34-43;
John 20.1-18 or Mark 16.1-8
Grief and fear combined with love and courage gripped the women as they set out on the journey to the tomb. Would they make the journey safely, would the soldiers attempt to stop them, and how would they manage to roll away the stone?  Still they pressed on, determined to take this last opportunity to be of service to their Lord and Master. Did the empty tomb alleviate their fears?  Not immediately. The empty tomb raised more questions and the answers only came gradually.  Every Christian journey has its fill of fear and courage, apprehension and amazement, love and service. From Gerard Manly Hopkins I have learnt that Easter is both a Christian word and a nautical term. To easter is to guide a ship towards the east, towards the light! To easter our lives is to turn our lives towards the light – towards Christ, the Light of the world. May Easter become for us a way of living as we journey steadily, and with courage towards the light of eternity. 

· Let us give thanks this day for all who have nourished us in the faith and who are now rejoicing with the Resurrected Christ in eternal glory.

· Give thanks for the life of the Anglican Communion, for our ‘Chief Bishop’ the Rt Hon and Rt Revd Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury and for our common life in over 165 countries.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Second Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 15 April 2012
· Acts 4.32-37; Psalm 133; 
I John 1.1-2.2; John 20.19-31
Frequently in the Gospel narratives we are presented with the thought that the opposite of fear is not ‘courage’ but ‘peace’. In the Infancy narratives Angels give messages ‘do not fear’ and in the same breath announce God’s presence and peace. We find the same link here – the disciples had gathered together in fear and into their midst comes Jesus with the gift of peace. This Gospel passage anticipates both the ‘Great Commission’ given by Jesus before he left the earth and the extraordinary outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost Sunday. The disciples are told by Jesus to go out to teach and forgive in the name of Jesus and in the power of the Spirit. At a time when the disciples are feeling at their weakest they are entrusted with the work of God. Surely this is Jesus telling the disciples that what matters is their willingness to respond to his call, the outcome will always be the work of the Spirit. 

· Let us pray that the Spirit will have greater freedom to work in and through the lives of all the baptized.

· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, for Prime Bishop Edward Malecdan, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Third Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 22 April 2012

· Acts 3.12-20; Psalm 4; 
I John 2.15-17; 3.1-6; Luke 24.36b-48
Once again we see Jesus, the Teacher at work in this encounter with his disciples. The disciples are still floundering in doubt and uncertainty, all too aware of their failure to stand by Christ throughout his Passion. However Jesus is still focused on training his disciples. Jesus accepts them; they are his chosen ones and the focus is on the future. The past is over – this is not a time for recrimination and blame. Instead Jesus affirms their calling to be his witnesses to every nation proclaiming everywhere repentance and forgiveness of sins. Fear, peace, disbelief, joy, yes, all these emotions  are part of the journey of faith which takes us beyond emotions to centring our wills and our hearts on Jesus and the mission to which he calls us.

· This week let us pray for those who have not been faithful to their baptismal calling that they might turn back to Jesus and renew their lives. 

· Give thanks that through Jesus our sins may be forgiven. 
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Mark, Evangelist and Martyr 
– Wednesday 25 April 2012
·  Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 89.1-9; 
Ephesians 4.7-16 or  1 Peter 5.5b-14; 
Mark 16.1-15 or  16.16-20
Saint Mark’s day is also Anzac day in our country. Mark the evangelist, is an Apostle of the Resurrection. In the final chapter of his Gospel Mark provides a synthesis of all that happened between the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus. One thing that is clear is that Mark was either present for many of the appearances of Jesus after the Resurrection or he was very well acquainted with those who were. The Gospel today is a reminder to each of the baptized, you and me, that our primary calling is to be apostles of the Resurrection sharing the good news that Jesus is our hope and our salvation. Surely this too, is what our nation celebrates on the 25th April each year, either consciously or sub-consciously. We honour the past and remember the fallen because we believe that, like Mark, they too have come to know the salvation won for them by Jesus. 

· Let us pray today for all victims of war, past and present, in all countries in the world. Let us give thanks for the blessing of living in Australia.

· Give thanks for the Episcopal Diocese of Egypt, North Africa and the Horn of Africa, for Bishop Mouneer Anis, and for his clergy and people. 
· Pray for the Revd Dr Grant LeMarquand, to be consecrated today in Cairo as Bishop in Ethiopia.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Fourth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 29 April 2012
· Acts 4.5-12; Psalm 23; 
1 John 3.16-24; John 10.11-18
The image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd possibly belongs among the many Biblical images we have from childhood. The image conveys feelings of gentleness, care, comfort and peace. But is this all there is to being a Shepherd? Let us consider today what it means to be “known” by Jesus. To be “known” personally by Jesus is a very humbling thought. If Jesus knows me as I really am why does he still love me? Jesus gives us the answer – he loves me because I am his. He has a claim on me in and through his death and Resurrection. Jesus is also the Good Shepherd of the community to which I belong and He calls each of us to be shepherds alongside him. We are not the hired hands – we are to be as passionate about the well-being of each other and each person in the wider community as the Good Shepherd is passionate about us and our salvation. 

· May Christ lead us to the least, the lost and the lonely in our communities so that we can bring them to Jesus, the Good Shepherd.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, for Archbishop Paul Kim, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Philip and James, Apostles and Martyrs
– Tuesday 1 May 2012

· Isaiah 30.18-21; Psalm 19.1-6; 
1 Corinthians 15.1-8; John 14.6-14
I am reminded of a very short Scriptural song that begins with the words “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” and goes on to say “Without the Way there is no going, without the Truth there is no knowing, without the Life there is no living”.  As Christians we know that Jesus is the Way, the Life, the Truth, the Light, the Bread of life, the Living water and the Good Shepherd. Christ is everything to those who know him and desire to follow him. Jesus challenges the strength of our belief in him by assuring us that through faith in him we can accomplish great things. We have some evidence of this partnership between Christ and his Apostles recorded for us in the Acts of the Apostles. What evidence is there in our communities of our faith-filled partnership with Christ? 

· Let us pray for the faith to live, pray and work with Jesus and in Jesus

· Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, for Archbishop Paul Kwong, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Fifth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 6 May 2012

· Acts 8.26-40; Psalm 22.26-32;
1 John 4.7-21; John 15.1-8

Vineyards are interesting places to visit at any time of the year and can provide us with real insight into this teaching of Jesus. The vine-grower is vigilant about his or her vines because a disease in one part of the crop can quickly ruin the whole plantation. Good branches are pruned back in order to become more fruitful, dead branches are cut off, bundled up and removed from the area. Our union with Jesus will not exempt us from pain and suffering. It is Christ’s life that must flow through us and be seen in us. In being ‘attached’ to the vine which is Christ we will bear fruit, we will accomplish great things for God’s Kingdom and God will be glorified.

· Let us give thanks for the fruitfulness we see in the lives of others and pray for those who are experiencing trying times in the service of the Gospel.

· Pray for all those who will be grafted into Christ’s death and Resurrection through baptism this year.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Sixth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 13 May 2012
· Acts 10.44-48; Psalm 98; 
1 John 5.1-12; John 15.9-17 or John 16.16-24
Loved, chosen and listened to. What a way to describe a relationship, especially a relationship with Jesus and his Father. We are loved, loved by God the Father who has gifted us with life, loved by Jesus, God’s own Son who gave his life for us. We have been chosen and gifted with faith to believe, hope with which to trust and love whereby we can dare to respond to the great love of God. Being caught up in the life and love of God we can also dare to pray because we know both how to pray and what we ought to be praying for. In other words, true prayer of petition flows from the intimacy of our life with God, also known as contemplative prayer. Out of our deep and intimate relationship with God our prayers will generally be in harmony with God’s plans and purposes for his people and his world. 

· Let us pray today for all in monastic life, in meditation groups and for spiritual directors. 

· Give thanks for those who show the love of God to others.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Ascension Day 
– Thursday 17 May 2012

· Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 93; 
Ephesians 1.15-23; Mark 16.15-20
“Go into all the world” – yes “Go”. In our worshipping communities we can find such care and fellowship that we often think that to live our Christian lives we are to ‘Come’. Come to Church, come to prayer, come to Bible Study, come to Worship are invitations we hear regularly. But Jesus message is “Go”. We hear this at the end of every Eucharist “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord” and we respond by saying we will do so ‘in the Name of Christ’. But do we? Do we just return to our homes and consider that we have done our Christian ‘duty’ for another week?  The question we might put to ourselves – or to Jesus himself - is ‘where do you want me to go? How do you want me to serve?

· Let us pray today for the courage to ask Jesus the questions we should be asking and for the grace to listen to the answers. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Australia, for our Primate, Archbishop Phillip Aspinall, and for all his clergy and people.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Seventh Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 20 May 2012

·  Acts 1.15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 
1 John 5.9-13; John 17.6-19
These words could well be the final prayer on the lips of all Christ’s disciples. In some ways it is mirrored in the words of Saint Paul, “I have fought the good fight, I have kept the faith etc..”. How blessed our lives would be if in our dying moments we could speak to the Father in terms of having fulfilled the plans and purposes for which he gave us life, called us and consecrated us to his service. No matter at what age we are called to face death, we should be confident that God is in charge, not only of us but of our loved ones as well. In dying we entrust our lives to God and we also entrust the lives of all those near and dear to us.

· Let us pray for all who will die today that they may peacefully place the past, the present and the future  in the loving hands of God. 

· Give thanks for the mission work going on in your diocese.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Feast of Pentecost 
– Sunday 27 May 2012
· Acts 2.1-21 or Ezekiel 37.1-14; Psalm 104.26-36; 
Romans 8.22-27 or Acts 2.1-21; 
John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15
The Spirit of God is given to us as a gift. On Pentecost Sunday the Church celebrates with great enthusiasm the outpouring of the Spirit on everyone and then sometimes fails to embrace the working of the Spirit in the lives of each of its members.  Pentecost is a time to affirm the gifts given to each person and encourage each person to use their gifts, confident that the spirit who gives the gifts will also give the necessary guidance in their use. But what is the work of the Spirit?  The Holy Spirit comes to convince us of the truth of Jesus and enable us to bear witness to that same truth.  The Spirit comes to bear witness to the unity of the Father and Son and draw us into that same living, loving unity as we minister and serve in Jesus’ name.

· Let us pray that the breath of the Spirit will renew and refresh the efforts of all who work for the growth and fulfilment of God’s Kingdom.

· Give thanks for those who listen for the Spirit’s voice and respond without apprehension or delay.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
– Thursday 31 May 2012

· 1 Samuel 2.1-10; Psalm 113; 
Romans 12.9-16b; Luke 1.39-57
Hospitality, generosity, humility, service and joy, the qualities of Kingdom people, leap at us from this passage of Scripture. Acting on the message of the Angel, Mary hastens to visit her cousin. For Mary there is no basking in the glory and honour God has bestowed upon her. She is the handmaid of the Lord, she is God’s servant and, prompted by the Spirit, she goes to serve others who have also been blessed by God. Mary’s Hymn of praise emphasizes her great humility as she joyfully proclaims the greatness of God, attributing to God all that has happened to her. Furthermore, Mary recognizes that her encounter with God is not for personal honour and glory but for God to achieve his plans and purposes for the whole of humankind.

· Let us pray today for those in authority that they may set aside power, status and honour and use their calling for the good of all. 

· Give thanks for all those who visit the sick, the lonely and the elderly in Christ’s name.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
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Trinity Sunday 
– Sunday 3 June 2012

· Isaiah 6.1-8; Psalm 29; 
Romans 8.12-17; John 3.1-17
Rublev’s icon of the Trinity has been, for many years, my inspiration whenever I want to reflect on the Trinity. To read commentaries on the icon is to allow oneself to come tentatively to the table of the Trinity and be embraced by Father, Son and Holy Spirit. For today I encourage you to locate a copy of the icon and use it as a help to bring you into the company of the Trinity where you can sit quietly and just enjoy being there. Listen to the communication occurring between Father, Son and Spirit. What are they saying?  Listen to what each person of the Trinity is saying to you. Listen as you are affirmed, encouraged, challenged and forgiven. Listen as you are invited to a deeper and deeper relationship with Father, Son and Spirit. Listen as you are called and commissioned for a particular work in God’s Kingdom. Above all, listen to the words of love that are being spoken to you and the words of love being given to you to share with others. 

· Pray today for a greater appreciation of the mystery of the Trinity and its central place in the beliefs and practices of the Church.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, for its three Archbishops, Brown Turei, David Moxon and Winston Halapua, and for their clergy and people.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion
– Thursday 7 June 2012

· Exodus 24.3-8; Psalm 116; 
1 Corinthians 10.14-21; 
Mark 14.12-16 (17-21) 22-26
The presence of Christ in the Eucharist is one that challenges many people, theologians included. Saint Paul does not hesitate to affirm that the Eucharistic meal is a sharing in the Body and Blood of Christ. This affirmation reflects the statement of Jesus at the Last Supper and which is also proclaimed at Eucharistic Services when the Minister invites us to  Communion with the words ”Come let us take the Body and Blood of Christ in remembrance that He died for us and let us feed on him in our hearts, by faith, with thanksgiving.”  In relation to the presence of Christ in the Eucharist Saint Thomas Aquinas states, “What God’s Son has told me, take for truth I do, Truth himself speaks truly, or there’s nothing true.” In a similar vein we have the words of Queen Elizabeth I who stated “Christ was the word that spake it. He took the bread and break it; and what his words do make it That I believe and take it.” 

· Let us pray today for all those ordained to the priesthood that they will continue to draw their congregations into meaningful Eucharistic worship. 

· Give thanks for the all those who serve at the altar in churches throughout Australia and overseas. 
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Second Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 10 June 2012

· 1 Samuel 8.4-20; 11.14-15; Psalm 138; 
2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1 (2-5); Mark 3.20-35
Through this passage Mark involves us in the frantic pace of Jesus’ ministry. It almost seems that matters are out of control. The crowd are gathering in a kind of frenzy, the religious leaders are agitated, Jesus’ family are disturbed  and the evil spirits are giving public recognition to the presence of God among them. What a mess. If we take our cue from the prayer of the day we will see that Jesus is acting with purpose and with power. After all he is the Son of God and his work is to teach and show others what the Kingdom of God is about. Jesus makes it  clear that no earthly or spiritual power, in fact, no family, will deter him from his mission. There is urgency in this work of God, the powers of evil must be overthrown, the disciples must be taught, and people are to be set free from evil and sickness. 

· Let us pray for a greater sense of urgency in carrying out the work of God in the communities to which we belong, and for the strength to stand against those who seek to thwart God’s purposes for his creation.

· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, for Archbishop Albert Chama, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Third Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 17 June 2012
· 1 Samuel 15.34-16.13; Psalm 20; 
2 Corinthians 5.6-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 4.26-34
An experienced gardener knows that to obtain good results there must be a combination of good conditions, hard work, time and patience. A good gardener also knows that the preparation is the most time consuming aspect of gardening, the rest you might say is up to nature. The work of ministry is the work of God and it happens day in and day out as God uses our words, our actions, our witness to bring others to a greater awareness of God’s presence in their lives. The work of mission and ministry begins, grows and finds its completion in God. We are to work with God knowing that the outcome will always be in-keeping with God’s plans and purposes for his people and for the whole of creation. There is room for all in God’s Kingdom, no-one is excluded. Our task is to extend the invitation to come.

· We pray today for a clearer recognition of where and how God is at work in the world.

· Give thanks for the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Independent Church of the Philippines, for Obispo Maximo Ephraim S. Fajutagana, and for his clergy and people. 

Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 24 June 2012
· 1 Samuel 17.(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 
with Psalm 9.9-20; or
1 Samuel 17.57-18.5, 10-16 with Psalm 133 
2 Corinthians 6.1-13; Mark 4.35-41
One of the ways of looking at miracles in the Gospel stories is to see them as another kind of parable. This miracle story is no different. Beginning with the story of Creation we find that water is symbolic of power, mystery, darkness and danger. But we are also familiar with the fact that through water new life and new hope are given to creation and to God’s people. Creation emerges from the watery darkness, the waters of the flood destroyed all evil in the land, God’s Chosen people found freedom in passing through the Red Sea, and John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord by baptizing people in the River Jordan. In this encounter with the stormy sea of Galilee Jesus is declaring that he has come to destroy evil, that he has come to declare that the whole earth belongs to God, and that the power of God is at work in him. There is no need to fear in any situation – God is in charge.

· Let us pray for all whose lives are swamped by darkness and confusion that Christ’s power may bring them peace and assurance. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church in Japan, for its Archbishop, Nathaniel Makoto Uematsu, and for his clergy and people.

Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


Peter and Paul, Apostles and Martyrs
– Friday 29 June 2012

· Acts 12.1-11 or Ezekiel 34.11-16; Psalm 87 
or Psalm 34.1-10; 
2 Timothy 4.6-8 (9-16) 17-18; John 21.15-22
This encounter between Jesus and Peter presents a lesson of hope to all involved in ministry and all who are trying to guide others in ministry. There is intimacy in this encounter and, for Peter some measure of embarrassment. There is a reminder of Peter’s failure along with a re-iteration of the commission already given. Failure is an aspect of humanity we all need to accept and approach with reality. An old monk when asked what he did all day replied “I fail and I get up, I fail and I get up, I fail and I get up” . So what Jesus is saying in word and action in this meeting with Peter is that failure, or fear of failure is no excuse for opting out of mission and ministry. God doesn’t change his mind about the purposes and plans he has for each of us. We just need to drink deeply from the well of humility, call on God’s forgiveness and renew our efforts in his service.

· Let us pray for the humility to admit our failures and continue confidently in our service of God and his Church.
· Give thanks for all those who work to further God’s mission today, following in the footsteps of St Peter and St Paul.
Text: The Revd Loy Thompson, Diocese of Newcastle
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
[image: image6.png]



Welcome to the second set of Pew Reflections for 2012. These reflections have been written by the Revd Loy Thompson. 


 Loy is a priest in the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle, serving in the Parish of Southlakes.


She is committed to a way of life based on Benedictine spirituality and is passionate about Social Justice issues.


Loy is married to Michael and they have 3 children whom they adopted from South America – two from Peru and one from Bolivia.


Loy taught in many schools in N.S.W including areas where she had significant contact with Indigenous Australians. She spent more than 20 years in schools in the western suburbs of Sydney where she experienced the breadth of multiculturalism and came into close contact with the real life stories of many refugees.


Loy is passionate about reaching out to those on the margins of society bringing to them the message of how much they are valued and loved by a deeply compassionate God.


In addition to her involvement in Mission and Ministry in the Parish of Southlakes Loy is a member of the Board of Samaritans and is currently the chairperson for the Diocesan Responsibilities Committee.


We hope you and your congregations will be able to use these reflections as a starting point as you read the Scriptures and reflect on them in prayer.


In Christ,


�


Robert McLean�Church to Church Missioner
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