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Pew Reflections – Third Quarter 2012
1 July – 30 September
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2012 (Year B)

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 1 July 2012
· 2 Samuel 1.1, 17-27; Psalm 130; 
2 Corinthians 8.(1-6) 7-15; Mark 5.21-43 
In today’s reading from St Mark’s Gospel, we see that Jesus brings healing to Jairus’ daughter and to the woman who had suffered from haemorrhages for a very long time. Both those situations seem hopeless – a girl who was so sick she was assumed to be dead, and a woman who had endured much by way of ineffective medical treatment for a chronic, serious condition. Jesus brings healing for both these people.
Today’s question: How can I bring healing on behalf of Jesus to those around me who are trapped by seemingly hopeless circumstances?

· Pray for all who are afflicted by seemingly hopeless situations, that they may be brought out of their distress
· Give thanks for the work of the Anglican Health Network, and for all Anglican hospitals throughout the world. 
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

The Coming of the Light: first missionaries to the Torres Strait
– Sunday 1 July 2012

· Isaiah 58.8-11; Psalm 27; 
2 Corinthians 4.5-6; John 12.35-47
In today’s reading from St John’s Gospel, we see that Jesus wants us to become children of light. He himself has come so that we may not live in darkness but in the light. This means that we ought to do those things that we know are good and will bring us closer to the One who is Light itself. Like Jesus, may we blaze with light and love till the very end of our earthly lives.

Today’s question: How can I shine God’s light on to the dark situations of our world – people trafficking, sex tourism, child soldiers, corruption, and so on?
· Let us pray today for all who bring the light of Christ to the places of our world where darkness tries to screen out the light
· Give thanks for the first missionaries to the Torres Strait, and for the believers there today who are their legacy.
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 8 July 2012

· 2 Samuel 5.1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48; 
2 Corinthians 12.2-10; Mark 6.1-13
St Mark tells us that Jesus told the Twelve how to go out to fulfil God’s mission: with a minimum of packing and planning, with a focus on one place at a time, and allowing God to do the rest. 
Today’s question: What is stopping me from just getting on with it and playing my part in God’s mission in my context? 
· Pray for all those who want to respond to God’s call but who need more impetus 

· Give thanks for the work of ABM’s Partners who faithfully play their part in God’s mission, often in difficult or remote situations. 

Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 15 July 2012
· 2 Samuel 6.1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24; 
Ephesians 1.1-14; Mark 6.14-29
In today's Gospel, St Mark tells us about the shocking circumstances leading to the death of John the Baptist. We learn about the iniquitous Herodias, who wants to kill the prophet. We read about the weak Herod, who though perplexed by John’s teaching, yet liking to listen to it, acquiesced to his death, and the entrancing dance performed by a princess. 
Today’s question: How do I let others seduce me into doing things that are plainly wrong?

·  Let us pray that all who call themselves Christians will do that which is right at all times
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, for the Zambia Anglican Council, and for St John’s Seminary in Kitwe.
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 22July 2012

· 2 Samuel 7.1-14a; Psalm 89.21-38; 
Ephesians 2.11-22; Mark 6.30-34, 53-56
Because the disciples had been ministering unremittingly in His name, Jesus wants the disciples to recharge spiritually by going on retreat.  He does not want them to be running on empty.
Today’s questions: What really is stopping me going on a retreat when I feel exhausted? Why don’t I encourage others to go on a retreat when they are stressed and exhausted? 

· Pray that all who are spiritually empty or exhausted may find time to be recharged by the Spirit of God
· Give thanks for all who are retreat leaders and for the work of retreat centres in Australia and beyond. 
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012


St Mary Magdalene
– Sunday 22July 2012 or Monday 23 July 2012
· Song of Songs 3.1-41a; Psalm 63
2 Corinthians 5, 14- 21; John 20:1-18
St John tells us that Mary Magdalene encountered the Risen Christ and was the first to witness to Jesus’ Resurrection. 
Today’s questions: How do I witness to the Lord’s Resurrection? How can my witness be more effective?
· Pray that all who witness to the Resurrection may be enthusiastic and effective
· Give thanks for the renewal that our God causes when old orders pass away
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

St James, Apostle and Martyr
– Wednesday 25 July 2012          

· Jeremiah 45; Psalm 126;
Acts 11.27 – 12.3 or 2 Corinthians 4.7-15;
Matthew 20.20-28

James and John may have cringed at their mother’s request to Jesus, regarding the seating arrangements at the heavenly banquet. Nonetheless, these ‘Sons of Thunder’ were able to assure Jesus that they were able to drink the cup – of death – that Jesus himself was about to drink. 
Today’s questions: Am I able to follow Jesus right till the very end? If not, why? 
· Pray for all those who make vows this year at baptisms, confirmations, ordinations or monastic professions, that they may follow Jesus their whole lives long
· Give thanks for all those who follow Jesus faithfully both here in Australia and among ABM’s Overseas Partners
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 29 July 2012

· 2 Samuel 11.1-15; Psalm 14; 
Ephesians 3.14-21; John 6.1-21

Both the story of the feeding of the five thousand and the account of Jesus walking on water tell us that when there is a basic need, or when there is a crisis, a solution will be found in Jesus. 
Today’s question: How can I help others in Jesus’ name?  
· Pray for all who are in need or crisis
· Give thanks for the work of Anglican welfare and social service agencies, especially Anglicare in Australia and the Christian Care Centre, a women’s refuge, in the Solomon Islands
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 5 August 2012

· 2 Samuel 11.26 – 12.13a; Psalm 51.1-12;
Ephesians 4.1-16; John 6.24-35

St John tells us that the crowd were following Jesus looking for more food. Jesus tells them that they should look for food that has no use-by date, food that lasts forever. Then he tells them that he is the Bread of Life and those who come to him will never hunger or thirst again. 
Today’s question: How can I help others in their spiritual search?  

· Pray for those who seek meaning in their lives, or who yearn for spiritual fulfilment
· Give thanks for the work of ABM’s partners as they share the Living Bread with their communities 

Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

The Transfiguration of our Lord
– Monday 6 August 2012

· Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97; 
2 Peter 1.16-19 (20-21); Mark 9.2-10
Dazzled by splendour and yet frightened by its otherworldliness, St Peter tries to capture the mountain-top experience by pitching three tents. Yet the mystical incident lasts but a moment and only the word of God remains: ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him’. In our normal day-to-day experiences we should listen for Jesus’ voice.
Today’s questions: How do I experience the mystical in my life? Do I listen to the Son of God? 
· Let us pray for those who find their spirituality to be ‘ordinary’, that they may be strengthened to continue to seek for God
· Give thanks for Christian mystics whose insights help us to see deeper than we might otherwise into the mystery of God
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 12 August 2012
·  2 Samuel 18.5-9, 14, 31-33; Psalm 130; 
Ephesians 4.(17-24) 25 -5.2; John 6.35, 41-51
Jesus declares himself to be the Living Bread, yet people grumble and ask how he can say such a thing. However, Christian experience finds his words to be true. It is Jesus who sustains the Church through the Eucharist, the sharing of his Body and Blood. Jesus gives us food for the journey.
Today’s question: How can I attend the Eucharist more regularly to be enriched by God through word and sacrament?
· Let us pray for all those places in the world where Christians are persecuted and unable to join in worship openly.
· Give thanks for the great blessing that Jesus gives to the Church through the Eucharist 

Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Mary, Mother of our Lord
– Wednesday 15 August 2012
· Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3; Psalm 113 or Magnificat; 
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.1-7
Today we remember the life of Mary, who was marked as the means by which the eternal God chose to enter into our time-bound world. In doing so, God exalted the humble and meek.  The angel hailed her as most highly favoured and with all generations we call her blessed.

Today’s question: Like Mary, how can I bring God into the world?
· Pray for all those who are easily forgotten – the lonely, the unemployed, the overworked, the sick and they dying. May God exalt them.
· Give thanks for the work of Anglican Religious Orders throughout ABM’s Overseas Partners.
Text:  Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 19 August 2012
· 1 Kings 2.10-12, 3.3-14; Psalm 111; 
Ephesians 5.11-21 (22-31); John 6.51-58
Jesus again tells us that he is the Living Bread. This bread is not like the manna that God gave to the Hebrews as they traipsed around in the wilderness, but rather bread which effects eternal life in the one who consumes it. Those who eat it will be raised up on the last day.
Today’s question: In what ways do I encourage fellow Christians to eat the Living Bread?

· Pray that people will be attracted to seek baptism and receive the Living Bread.
· Give thanks for the faithfulness of those who already believe that Jesus is the ‘bread that came down from heaven’
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

St Bartholomew
– Friday 24 August 2012

· Deuteronomy 18.15-18; Psalm 145.10-18;
Revelation 21.9b-14; John 1.45-51
‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Nathaniel has a bit of a go at Jesus about where he was brought up, yet Jesus praises him as an Israelite in whom there is no deceit. Nathaniel finds that not only a good thing, but the greatest thing has come from Nazareth: the Son of God and the King of Israel. 
Today’s question: When do my prejudices get in the way of my seeing that which is good? 
· Give thanks for all of ABM’s Overseas Partners who proclaim Jesus, the Son of God.
· Pray for all those whose views have changed because of an encounter with Jesus
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 26 August 2012

· 1 Kings 8.(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84; 
Ephesians 6.10-20; John 6.56-69
Today, St John tells us that there were many disciples who found Jesus’ teachings hard to understand and so left him. Yet, the Twelve did not. Who else could they turn to, when Jesus was the one with the words of eternal life?
Today’s questions: What do I do when I find one of Jesus’ teachings hard or difficult to understand? Do I turn away, or do I stick with Jesus and pray for understanding?
· Pray that the Church and every member of it throughout the world may proclaim that Jesus is the one to turn to
· Give thanks for those who stay with Jesus even when their faith is tested
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 2 September 2012

· Song of Songs 2.8-13; Psalm 45.1-2, 6-9; 
James 1.17-27; Mark 7.1-8, 14-23
Jesus says that the Pharisees and Scribes were looking at a forest but missing the trees. By concentrating on external practise, rather than inward belief, we can allow ourselves to be defiled by fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, and folly. No amount of hand washing can get rid of their stains.
Today’s question: What do I need to do to be spiritually healthy?
· Pray for the courage of people to rid their lives of all the things that defile
· Give thanks for the work of spiritual directors and confessors as they guide people towards the wholeness that Jesus brings
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
The Martyrs of New Guinea
– Sunday 2 September 2012

·  Zephaniah 3.14-20; Psalm 130; 
Romans 8.33-39; John 12.20-32
No matter how bad a situation, renewal in Christ is possible. Even death cannot separate us from God’s love for us which heals and restores. If we want to bear fruit for Christ we need to die – not perhaps as the Martyrs of New Guinea were called to do, but in terms of ego and will. By aligning our lives with the mind of Christ, we bear fruit and bring God glory. 
Today’s question: Which parts of my life need to die away so that I can bring glory to God and bear fruit? 
· Pray for all who are persecuted for their faith
· Give thanks for the heroic and inspiring witness of martyrs
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 9 September 2012
· Proverbs 22.1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125; 
James, 2.1-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 7.24-37 
St Mark tells us of the healing of the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter and of the deaf mute whose friends brought him to Jesus. In both cases, Jesus was implored to heal someone by another and he answered affirmatively. 
Today’s questions: Do I know anyone for whom I ought to pray? What is my prayer for them?
· Pray for all those in special need – especially any known to you in particular

· Give thanks for the work of those involved in healing ministry in Australia and within ABM’s Overseas Partners 
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Holy Cross Day
– Friday 14 September 2012

· Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalm 78.1-2, 34-48 or  98.1-6; 
1 Corinthians 1.18-24 or Philippians 2.5-11; 
John 3.13-17
St John tells us that God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn it, so that we should perish. Rather, God sent his Son to save us and grant us everlasting life. Jesus’ death on the cross makes it possible for us to enjoy life with God for ever.

Today’s question: How do I thank God for such a great gift as salvation? 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of Holy Cross Cathedral, Geraldton
· Pray for all who are yet to know God and about the eternal life that is offered to us.
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 16 September 2012

· Proverbs 1.20-33 or Wisdom 7.26 – 8.1; Psalm 19; 
James 2.18-26; Mark 8.27-38
Jesus warns us not to be ashamed of him and his words in our ‘adulterous and sinful generation’. Our task, as the Church and as individual Christians, is to honour Jesus and the words he gave us.
Today’s questions: How do I honour Jesus in my life? Can I do a better job of it?
· Let us pray that we will never be ashamed 
of Jesus, but live our lives in a way that gives God glory. 

· Give thanks for the work ABM’s Overseas Partners do to bring God glory in their churches and communities
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
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St Matthew 
– Friday 21 September 2012

· Proverbs 3.1-6; Psalm 19.1-6; 
Ephesians 4.1-14; Matthew 9.9-13
Today Jesus tells us that God desires mercy from us, not sacrifices. In other words, our liturgies, prayers and music mean nothing to God if we are not kind to others by showing mercy and understanding. This is an important lesson for us all to learn. May we show God’s love to all who need it in their lives.
Today’s question: How have I shown God’s love and mercy to someone this past week?
· Pray that you might show God’s love and mercy to others through your life
· Give thanks for the mercy God shows each one of us every day.
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 23 September 2012

· Proverbs 31.10-31; Psalm 1; 
James 3.1-12; Mark 9.30-37
Greatness, in God’s scheme, is judged by service. To be a Christian means going about serving God by serving others. Even if one welcomes a child in Jesus’ name, they will also welcome God the Father. 
Today’s question: How can I serve someone in Christ’s name this week?
· Pray for all those who serve in Jesus’ name in any way, especially those involved with ministry with children both here in Australia, and in ABM’s Overseas Partners
· Give thanks for all those who exemplify Jesus’ servant leadership in our day. 
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
St Michael and All Angels
– Saturday 29 September 2012

· Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14 or Ezekiel 1.4-12; Psalm 138; 
Revelation 12.7-12a; John 1.45-51
Jesus tells Nathaniel that he will  ‘...see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man’. Jesus is saying that he is the one who stretches between the heavenly and the earthly, linking them through his own body. Jacob’s vision (see Genesis 28:12) has become realised in Jesus, the founder of the new Israel.
Today’s question: ἄγγελος (angelos) is the Greek word for angel, but it literally means ‘messenger’. Who are the angels in my life, those who bring words of comfort, help and healing?
· Pray for all who bring God’s words to others – evangelists, catechists, preachers, teachers. Pray too for all who bring healing and hope to others on behalf of God.
· Give thanks for ABM’s Partners as they proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to their communities. 

Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 30 September 2012
· Esther 7.1-6, 9-10; 9.20-22; Psalm 124; 
James 5.12-20; Mark 9.38-50
In today’s gospel reading, St Mark focuses on the unity of the Christian community. He urges us to have ‘salt within ourselves’ and to be at peace with one another. Salt preserves, and so we are urged to preserve the faith within ourselves. Salt also flavours, so we are encouraged to have lives flavoured by our faith.
Today’s questions: How do I contribute to the peace of the Church? In what ways does my faith flavour my life?
· Pray for peace among Christians, and for peace throughout the entire world
· Give thanks for the role that faith plays in society, reminding us all not to forget the poor and the needy. 
Text: Robert McLean, Church to Church Missioner
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2012
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Welcome to the third set of Pew Reflections for 2012.  I hope that you and your congregations will be able to use them as a starting point for discussion or prayer focussing on the Sunday and Feast Day gospel readings.


This quarter’s reflections have been written by Robert McLean, ABM’s Church to Church Missioner.  Robert has been with ABM since 2008.  He is responsible for the Church to Church unit which supports leadership formation and training activities, as well as evangelistic outreach within ABM’s Overseas Program. 


Robert completed a postgraduate degree in theology from the University of Otago in New Zealand in 1996 and has been employed within the Anglican Church in various roles ever since.


I’m sure you will find these reflections insightful and thought provoking as we journey through the Sundays after Pentecost till the end of September.


Yours in Christ, 


�


Christopher Brooks


Acting Communications & Fundraising Manager
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