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Pew Reflections – Fourth Quarter 2013
6 October – 29 December
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2013 (Years C and A)
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
(The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time)
– Sunday 6 October 2013
· Lamentations 3.19-26; Psalm 137; 
2 Timothy 1.1-14; Luke 17.1-10

“The meaning is in the waiting” says the Welsh poet-priest R.S. Thomas. So does Jeremiah: “The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.” Theologians write about God: saints see God in their souls. Jesus “waited quietly” and saw God clearly for all of us.

Today’s question: Stopping still is tough. Waiting for God makes for endless minutes. Why stop and why wait? Who am I waiting for?
· Prayer: I pray for silence in speech and a communicative heart.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Text: 

Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
(The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
– Sunday 13 October 2013
· Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7; Psalm 66.1-11; 
2 Timothy 2.1-15; Luke 17.11-19
The Psalmist says that God has brought us into a place of liberty. Freedom makes strange sounds in an empty stomach. Liberty comes in chains for the oppressed. Freedom is dying while we are still fully alive.

Today’s question: Can I walk freely in the dark corners of my soul, unafraid?
· Prayer: Lord, give me light to reduce the darkness that encircles my soul.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, ABM’s Partner in China.

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013


The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
(The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
– Sunday 20 October 2013
· Jeremiah 31.27-34; Psalm 119.97-104;
2 Timothy 3.10–4.5; Luke 18.1-14
Timothy is told to “do the work of an evangelist.”  I teach in a seminary in Manila. Graduates will need good rice crops to pay their meagre salaries. Ordination guarantees nothing but more perseverance: now that’s a motivated evangelist!

Today’s questions: What is the cost of discipleship (Bonhoeffer) in the 21st century? Are we up to it?
· Prayer: Lord your presence is uncomfortably close. Help me to face you.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya. 

Text: 

Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
(The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
– Sunday 27 October 2013
· Joel 2.23-32; Psalm 65; 
2 Timothy 4.6-8,16-18; Luke 18.15-30
The child wears the face of creation. Christ thinks with his feelings. The child responds, and the reign of God dances around. Transparency and Spirit held in the dance.
Today’s questions: Why is a child the model for Jesus of our response to God’s activity in the world? Is the Christ child a model of the Reign of God?
· Prayer:  Lord, help me to remember my first vision of you as a child, and the language of wonder that I spoke then.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Korea. 

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Simon and St Jude
– Monday 28 October 2013
· Deuteronomy 32.1-4; Psalm 19.1-6; 
Jude 1-3,17-25; Luke 6.12-16

“Just and upright is he” says the ‘instructor’ about God in Deuteronomy. A fine educator, now a bishop, used to challenge us with “Are you leading a holy moral and upright life?” in one mouthful. Unforgettable!   The saints we hallow today would say Amen! I have found no singular saints in Manila, only fragile believers. Alleluia!

Today’s questions: What makes a person holy? What are the qualifications for being a saint? Being aware of oneself and others and aware of God at the same time may be part of the answer.
· Prayer: Lord, don’t let others chip away at the gift of essential goodness you gave me. And spare me from the same deliberate fault.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia (Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia) and for the Melanesian Brotherhood who celebrate their founding by Ini Kopuria today.

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
All Saints’ Day
– Friday 1 November 2013
· Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; 
Ephesians 1.11-23; Luke 6.20-31
The saints are people who don’t fit in and they scare the power brokers of the world and Church. They see God before they see themselves and they see our hurts before they see our sins. It makes sense to them to “Do good to those who hate you” as Jesus teaches in Luke’s Sermon on the Plain.

Today’s question: Loving my enemy is a hard call. Loving myself, is that not harder?

· Prayer:  Lord, cleanse the mist around my visual heart so that I may see you as Jesus saw you.
· Give thanks for the work of NATSIAC and for the unique gifts that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglicans bring to the Australian Church.
Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
(The Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time)
– Sunday 3 November 2013
· Habakkuk 1.1-4; 2.1-4; Psalm 119.137-144; 
2 Thessalonians 1.1-4, 11-12; Luke 19.1-10
Christ passed by and he picked Zacchaeus out in a kaleidoscope of faces. My faces are beautiful satin brown in Manila, with splashes of other colours. I never saw my great-grandmother. She was barred from view by race and then by death: but Annie is in my bones when I hear the didgeridoo. I look at her photo and see a mix of hurt and love. 

Today’s questions: “The Creed and the colour and the name won’t matter”. Elsewhere and in Australia? Really?  
· Prayer:  Lord, keep my great-grandmother safe and happy. Your son was rejected and he will recognize the signs in her face.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
(The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time)
– Sunday 10 November 2013
· Haggai 1.15b-2.9; Psalm 145.1-5,17-21; 
2 Thessalonians 2.1-5,13-17; Luke 20.27-40

Typhoon comes. The squatters choke in mud-laden water avalanches. Fire in dry season devours shacks. Their priest repeats the words of the Psalmist: “The Lord is near to all who call upon him: to all who call upon him in truth.” The squatters still cry to God and trust, and trust, blindly, awaiting answers like their forebears.  

Today’s question: Abba, why has the world contrived to be so horribly unequal when you have declared it to be good for all of us?
· Prayer:  Jesus, remember all the deprived of the world when they come to your kingdom. Your will be done on earth!
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the the Church of the Province of Central Africa (where ABM works with the Zambia Anglican Council which oversees the Anglican work in Zambia).
Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
(The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time)
– Sunday 17 November 2013
· Isaiah 65.17-25; Psalm: A Song of Isaiah (12.2-6); 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13; Luke 21.5-19 
Temples fall, beautiful stones corrode, the robust builders fall into dust. But the ultimate vision is like the Phoenix Bird, it rises from the ashen taste of death. Resurrection perpetuates our identity forever. “Life in the body” prevails over psychic predictions and perpetual darkness: light!

Today’s question: I was frightened by thoughts of the death of my mother as a child. I cried into my pillow and hoped she didn’t hear me. Why the suffering of our mortal losses of love and life?
· Prayer:  Yeshua, let me see your slender scarred hands and feel the warmth in your luminous face. Amen.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar. 

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Christ the King
– Sunday 24 November 2013
· Jeremiah 23.1-6;                                                           A Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79 ) or Psalm 46;                                 Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43
Jesus the Christ was executed as The King of the Jews. He lived in no palace and his crown was a tormenting circle of thorns. His message was thrown in his face and he suffered in the arena of deprived humanity. The crushing evil of the temptation came to the Cross also, but the greatest battle ever on earth was won by the Prince of Peace. Shalom prevails!
Today’s question: Why do we aspire to greatness to placate pride when Christ teaches that it will taste like ashes without humility?
· Prayer: Holy One of God, your opinion of me exceeds all the opinions on earth. Help me to remember, and to pray for your mercy. Amen.
· Pray for the spread of Christ’s reign on earth, and give thanks for places of church growth in Australia.
Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Andrew
– Saturday 30 November 2013

· Deuteronomy 30.11-14; Psalm 19.1-6; 
Romans 10.8-18; Matthew 4.18-22

The call of God comes in the night watch or noon sunlight. But the voice remains the same sliver of feather light tensile persuasion: haunting and silenced only with an answer. As Paul recalls, “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.”

Today’s question: You called me in a fusion of presence and will long ago: what happens now?

· Prayer: Lord, my memories of your call and my strength are as at the beginning. But how long?

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, remembering especially St Andrew’s Seminary in Manila.
Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The First Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 1 December 2013
Readings for Year A begin today

· Isaiah 2.1-5; Psalm 122; 
Romans 13.9-14; Matthew 24.36-44 

Isaiah saw earth cast in shimmering silhouettes of peace. We have not yet seen it. Wars dressed up in false religion spout darkness and violence and make us tremble. Torture is justified with forked tongues. 

Today’s question: Why do we think that buttons of destruction pressed far away guarantee anonymity?
· Prayer:  Prince of Peace, refresh our hearts and minds with your example and teaching.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East (Algeria, Bahrain, Cyprus, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Israel/Palestine, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Syria, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen)

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Second Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 8 December 2013

· Isaiah 11.1-10; Psalm 72.1-7, 18-21; 
Romans 15.4-13; Matthew 3.1-12
With Isaiah we look for a “spirit of wisdom and understanding”. But the trails of the mind do not lead to a haven of peace. Christ knew the “whole counsel of God” and the door to the treasure house of his wisdom is open.   

Today’s question: Why do I trust so much in my knowledge when my spiritual strength is far greater?

· Prayer:  Spirit of Jesus, open the door to your recalled wisdom and let it be my bread and drink.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan (covers Sudan and South Sudan).

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Third Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 15 December 2013

· Isaiah 35.1-10;                                                       Psalm: Song of Mary (Luke 1:47-55); 
James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11
The prophets Isaiah and John the Baptist found both solace and harsh realities in the wilderness. A camel glides by padding the sand. We stumble and fall in its tracks and then the mirage turns to fresh water. Then it accompanies us as spiritual drink and never fades away or loses its refreshing taste. 
Today’s question: Why do we reiterate the sufferings of our arid aimless slots in time and forget the anointing of the Wilderness Spirit?
· Prayer: Lord, you felt troubled but you had no regrets. Give us your ultimate peace.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippines Independent Church.

Text: 

Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Thomas
– Saturday 21 December 2013

· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117; 
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29

Reason leads to faith. Faith uses reason. Then God comes. Instead of evidence Thomas found wonder beyond evidence in the glory of the Risen Christ. Only God can authenticate God in our souls (Eckhart). 

Today’s question: Why am I looking for evidence when the Gospels are within me?

· Prayer:  Lord, I have believed since I was a child. I had no conversion. Is that okay? What about others like me who don’t fit any pattern?
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia.
Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
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	Your used and mint postage stamps are 
valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Send stamps to: 

ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       NSW 1230

 


The Fourth Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 22 December 2013

· Isaiah 7.10-16; Psalm 80.1-7,17-19; 
Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1.18-25
The archetype child appears on the horizon. The universal pilgrim enters the universal journey of humanity. Joseph lends his heritage and Mary waits. 

Today’s question: What does the Christ Child bring when we look into the mystery of our own child’s eyes, just opened by the Creator’s touch, gazing around earth’s circle? 
· Prayer: Lord thank you for joining our fragile humanity and lifting it up to God at your Ascension.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church in Hong Kong.

Text: 

Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Christmas Day
– Wednesday 25 December 2013

· Isaiah 52.7-10; Psalm 98; 
Hebrews 1.1-12; John 1.1-14
“The light shine in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it”. The legend says that in the plague of darkness in Egypt the Hebrews carried the light of God cupped in their hands. Mary cups Jesus in her hands and the star shines in his eyes. Yeshua “would live so fundamentally out of the Spirit of God that the ground of his existence was there from the very beginning” –  Franz Kamphaus. Yes!  

Today’s question: if “Jesus lived so fundamentally out of the Spirit of God”, why can’t I find the courage to do so and be truly myself?
· Prayer:  Lord, may we live well and end well, and play every note of music collected in our souls. Amen!
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai – The Anglican Church in Japan.
Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Stephen
– Thursday 26 December 2013

· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8; 
Acts 6.8-10;7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22
Acts tells us that Stephen saw the glorified Son of Man. Try writing your own vision of God. The Holy Spirit will help you. Gabriel Dimanche was the outstanding Rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church here from 1970-1988. He came 55 years ago as a Jesuit priest and married the young Clenia Postrado. It was costly but I have never seen such love in a marriage. He brought many to faith and he died with the light of God in his eyes.

Today’s question: What did Stephen see in his vision of the Son of Man? What part did the testimony of Stephen play in the conversion of Paul “also called Saul” on the Damascus Road?
· Prayer: Lord, I pray that Gabriel Dimanche gets to talk with Paul who fascinated him. Stephen will understand Gabriel. Amen.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia (Malaysia and Singapore).

Text: 

Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St John the Evangelist
– Friday 27 December 2013

· Proverbs 8.22-31; Psalm 97; 
1 John 1.1-5;John 20.2-8
John was a mystic who used philosophy to develop a theology of the glory of God revealed in Christ. He wrote in simple Greek, but there is nothing simple about his deep mystical theology. The mixture of the rational and mystical in John brings the Gospel in his name forward in the 21st century. He wrote it in part to satisfy his own spiritual hunger, and that speaks to our needy souls today.

Today’s question: How could a Jewish fisherman write with such uncontrived depth? Answer: because he had been with Christ and entered the mystery of God with him.
· Prayer: Comforter Spirit, draw near and tell us about Jesus and his love and your luminous presence in him. What did you learn from Jesus about us?
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Alliance - the Anglican Communion’s network for development, relief and advocacy. (www.anglicanalliance.org).

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Holy Innocents
– Saturday 28 December 2013

· Jeremiah 31.15-20; Psalm 124; 
1 John 1.5-2.2; Matthew 2.13-18

Albert Camus thought that the innocents around Bethlehem at Christ’s birth died to save him. Later Christ died at Jerusalem in an historical event. That he died there to save others is a deep interpretation that is not in history. But it lies at the heart of our Faith. The slaying of the innocent by the guilty continues, and it rightly horrifies us.

Today’s question: Why do we go on shedding innocent blood when we are the protectors of the Lord’s little ones? Every abuse puts blood on the hands of the perpetrators. They may not care, but God cares and remembers the children.
· Prayer: Abba, you welcome all of your children. Help us to protect and nurture our children and pray for those who are mistreated.
· Give thanks for all initiatives to protect children, whether in our churches or in the wider community.

Text: 

Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013

The First Sunday after Christmas
– Sunday 29 December 2013

· Isaiah 63.7-9; Psalm 148; 
Hebrews 2.10-18; Matthew 2.13-23

The birth story in Matthew features Joseph and later the Magi. The angel comes to him in dreams, and not to Mary. He becomes the protector of the Christ Child and flees with Mary and the child to Egypt. He returns only when it is safe for the child. Who knows the future? Not fortune tellers, only God and the messengers of God. The Filipinos say, “If you don’t look back to where you come from, you will not arrive at your destination.” What we have learned and experienced helps us to trust God, ourselves and the future. Nothing else suffices. 

Today’s questions: What is the best preparation for the year to come? What will it bring for us and those whom we love, both near and far?
· Prayer:  God you are our future and our hope. Give us the courage to be unafraid and yet clearly aware of the needs and actions needed in our time and our place in history. Amen.
· Give thanks for the work of Anglican Witness - the Anglican Communion’s evangelism and Church growth initiative. (anglicancommunion.org/ministry/mission/ecgi/index.cfm).

Text: 
Bishop Arthur Jones, Rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park, Metro Manila
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
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Bishop Arthur Jones has had an interesting career that has seen him work both in Australia and overseas. He has been in parish ministry in the Dioceses of Bathurst, Ballarat, Newcastle and Gippsland, where he was elected as diocesan Bishop in 1994. His work overseas as a lecturer in the New Testament and in Koiné Greek has taken him to many corners of the globe – to Panama, Singapore, India, Peru, Papua New Guinea, and the Philippines. He now lives in Manila, where he is the rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Forbes Park.


May these reflections spark your imagination as we prepare for the coming of God among us at Christmas.


In Christ,








Robert McLean�Partnerships Coordinator
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