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© Edwina Waddy 2012
The Revd Philippa Wetherell speaking after the 
2012 Martyrs’ Day Eucharist at St Paul’s, Burwood, 
in Sydney
I have been a passionate supporter of mission through ABM since childhood in the Diocese of Brisbane. I taught English in Papua New Guinea for eight years (1994-2001), the last four at Newton Theological College in Popondetta. I studied Theology in Melbourne as an Associate of Trinity College in the eighties but did not seek ordination. Surprisingly, I found myself in the Diocese of Willochra ministering in a vast district and living in the small farming town of Wudinna, in the Eyre Peninsula. There at the age of 65 I was ordained in 2003 by Bishop Garry Weatherill and continued to minister happily there till 2009.
Returning to Melbourne in 2010 I became a member of the ABM Committee having formerly represented Willochra on the Provincial Committee of South Australia. In 2012 I was elected to represent the ABM Associates on the (national) Church to Church Committee.
I love opera, poetry, classical music, using language in speaking, writing and theatre.

I enjoy my gym program, learning about Ignatian spirituality, volunteering in palliative care and U3A 
– and eating double ice creams!
	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe to our electronic newsletter

On a Mission
at www.abmission.org/about/subscription-form
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Pew Reflections – Second Quarter 2013
7 April – 30 June
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2013 (Year C)

The Second Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 7 April 2013
· Acts 5.27-32; Psalm 118.14-29
Revelation 1.4-8; John 20.19-31

From cowardly men hiding behind closed doors the disciples are transformed by the presence of the risen Christ. Empowered by the Holy Spirit they are able later to speak boldly before the Council (Acts 5.27)
Today’s question: Can we not having seen yet say with Thomas, ‘My Lord and my God!’?

· Pray that we may accept Jesus’ commission to ‘witness to Christ’s saving, forgiving and reconciling love for all people’ (First Mark of Mission).
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem (Israel/Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria).
Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Annunciation to the BVM
– Monday 8 April 2013
· Isaiah 7.10-14; Psalm 40.6-13
Hebrews 10.4-10; Luke 1.26-38

Mary’s vocation was to allow Jesus to be born into the world – the Word to embrace the fullness of our humanity. How wonderful that she was able to say ‘Here I am, the servant/handmaid of the Lord.’
Today’s question: Will we allow Jesus to be born in us?
· Pray and give thanks for the partnership in mission of the Mothers’ Union (MU) worldwide.
· Give thanks for Anglican mission agencies and missionaries who bring the Word of God to the world.
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013

The Third Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 14 April 2013

· Acts 9.1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30
Revelation 5.6-14; John 21.1-19
A post-Resurrection event centred on the Sea of Galilee reminiscent of Luke’s account of the calling of Peter, Andrew, James and John and the overwhelming haul of fish on that occasion. God’s great generosity is seen not only in the magnanimous catch but in the restoration of Peter after his threefold denial of Jesus.
Today’s question: Can we fully accept Jesus’ forgiveness when conscious of failing him?
· Pray that we may bring healing to anyone burdened by guilt – God’s reconciling love.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Diocese of Egypt (Egypt, Algeria, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Libya, Somalia, and Tunisia)
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 21 April 2013
· Acts 9.36-43; Psalm 23 
Revelation 7.9-17; John 10.22-30
On this day, sometimes referred to as Good Shepherd Sunday, Jesus is shown to be the faithful shepherd of those who accept and follow him. God does not exclude but those who do not believe in Jesus have cut themselves off, even from eternal life.
Today’s question: Are we listening and hearing Jesus’ voice?
· Pray that we may reach out in love to those outside the fold of the Church.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan.
 Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Mark, Evangelist and Martyr
– Thursday 25 April 2013
· Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 89.1-9
Ephesians 4.7-16  or  1 Peter 5.5b-14
Mark 16.1-15  or  16.16-20
Traditionally it is believed that Mark was a close companion of Peter. It is sufficient for the Church that Mark, perhaps John Mark, or the disciple spoken of by Paul (2 Tim 4.11) was an early Christian who wrote the first account of Jesus’ life, ministry and death.
Today’s question: Do we proclaim the Gospel as good news for today?

· Pray for all those who write Christian books.
· Give thanks that the Gospel is known in all the world and pray for those places hungry to hear and read the Scriptures. 

Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
ANZAC Day
– Thursday 25 April 2013

· Micah 4.1-4; Psalm 46
Hebrews 10.32 – 11.1; John 15.9-17

Christians should not seek to make sense of the horror of war, but should hold to Jesus’ words to love one another as he loves us. We can honour the suffering and death of fellow Australians and New Zealanders in that way, remembering the offering of Jesus’ life on the Cross.
Today’s question: How can we work for justice and peace?
· Pray that we may challenge violence, injustice and work for peace and reconciliation (Fourth Mark of Mission).
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Bishop to the Australian Defence Forces and for all military chaplains. 
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 28 April 2013
· Acts 11.1-18; Psalm 148
Revelation 21.1-6; John 13.31-35
Jesus speaks of his going away and his command to the Apostles is to love one another so that they will be recognised as his disciples. Is this the kind of love that makes no distinctions between people as Peter realised after the vision and the arrival of the Gentiles from Caesarea? (Acts 11.12)
Today’s question: Do we make distinctions between people in our faith community, showing love only to some? 
· Pray that we may witness to Christ’s saving, forgiving and reconciling love for all people (First Mark of Mission).
· Give thanks for the work and witness of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglicans.
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
SS Philip and James, Apostles and Martyrs
– Wednesday 1 May
· Isaiah 30.18-21; Psalm 19.1-6
1 Corinthians 15.1-8; John 14.6-14
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life and he points us to God. The Apostles struggle to grasp that he and the Father are one. Faith in this will allow them to carry on Jesus’ ministry after his return to his Father. 
Today’s question: Do we accept our ministry as Jesus’ hands and feet so the kingdom may come?

· Pray that through our engagement in mission more people will experience the fullness of life that Jesus offers.
· Give thanks for all those who accept Jesus as the Way, the Truth and the Life this year.
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 5 May 2013
· Acts 16.9-15; Psalm 67 
Revelation 21.10-14, 22—22.5
John 14.23-29  or  John 5.1-9
How wonderful that Jesus says that he and the Father will abide with those who love them and do his will. The Holy Spirit will make their living presence a reality. The kind of peace that Jesus offers will overcome fear.
Today’s question: Do we deal with our fears by holding on to the promised gift of peace?

· Pray that we may work for peace and reconciliation with our own Indigenous sisters and brothers.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippines Independent Church.
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Ascension Day
– Thursday 9 May 

· Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 110
Ephesians 1.15-23; Luke 24.44-53
Luke tells us both in his Gospel and in Acts that Jesus prepared the disciples for his leaving them. His physical presence was not a requirement for their proclamation of the good news. Their witness would be empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
Today’s question: Do we call upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit to strengthen our witness?
· Pray that we may witness to Jesus’ saving, forgiving and reconciling love for all people (First Mark of Mission) 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Alliance - the Anglican Communion’s network for development, relief and advocacy. (www.anglicanalliance.org) 
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 12 May 2013
· Acts 16.16-34; Psalm 97
Revelation 22.12-22; John 17.20-26
Jesus prays in this part of his high priestly prayer addressed to the Father that all present and future believers may be united. ‘May they all be one.’ In Acts we have the amazing witness of Paul and Silas in prison in Philippi, Macedonia, so that their jailer and all his family are converted and baptized.
Today’s question: Do we pray for the unity of all Christian people?
· Pray that the mission of the Church may not be hindered by our own disunity.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia (Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia).
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Pentecost
– Sunday 19 May
· Acts 2.1-21  or  Genesis 11.1-9; Psalm 104.26-36 Romans 8.14-17  or  Acts 2.1-21
John 14.8-17 (25-27)

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit as described in Acts is an altogether amazing experience, so powerful that only the symbols of wind and fire can express its effect. The breath of God is breathed anew into the disciples and they are fired with enthusiasm to prophesy and defy the accusation of drunkenness. Indeed, they are intoxicated with the Spirit.
Today’s question: How can the Church today recapture an enthusiasm for the things of God?
· Pray that we may be inspired by the enthusiasm of our Partner Churches.
· Give thanks for the work of Anglican Witness - the Anglican Communion’s evangelism and Church growth initiative. (anglicancommunion.org/ministry/mission/ecgi/index.cfm)

Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Trinity Sunday
– Sunday 26 May 2013
· Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31 ;Psalm  8;
Romans 5.1-5 ;John 16.12-15
Even though as Christians we experience God in Jesus and the Holy Spirit, it is difficult to comprehend the three persons of the Trinity.  Jesus speaks of God as Father and yet God is Spirit and without gender (or beyond it). Perhaps it is best to think of the Holy Spirit as Wisdom as in Proverbs 8.  This creative Spirit, a feminine Spirit, rejoices in the inhabited world and delights in the human race (Proverbs 8.31)
Today’s question: Do we truly live as a community of faith?
· Give thanks for the strong sense of community that animates our Partner Churches in mission.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya. 

Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Corpus Christi
Thanksgiving for Holy Communion

– Thursday 30 May 2013
· Exodus 24.3-8; Psalm 116; 
1 Corinthians 10.14-21; 
Mark 14.12-16 (17-21) 22-26

This feast day gives the Church an opportunity, isolated from the terrible events of the betrayal and Gethsemane, to honour the amazing gift of Jesus’ life under the forms of bread and wine.  This most holy Sacrament, as Paul explains to the people of Corinth, allows us to share intimately in the Body of Christ.  We are truly one body as we partake of the one bread and drink of the one cup.

Today’s question: Do we live as Eucharistic people?
· Pray that we may rejoice in sharing Eucharist in grand cathedrals and in the humblest of mud huts.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of all those who spur us on to look deeper into the mystery of the Eucharist.
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013

The Visitation of the BVM
– Friday 31 May 2013
· 1 Samuel 2.1-10; Psalm 113
Romans 12.9-16b; Luke 1.39-57
How naturally it is that Mary goes with haste to share the amazing yet troubling news of the baby she is to bear with her kinswoman, Elizabeth.  Strange it seems that Elizabeth knows of Mary’s vocation calling her ‘the Mother of my Lord’?

Mary, after the manner of Hannah (1 Sam, 2.1-10) praises God and speaks of the great reversal that God will accomplish.
Today’s question: Do we recognise in the Magnificat that God in Jesus did turn things on their heads?
· Pray that we may be God’s instruments ensuring that the hungry are filled with good things.

· Give thanks for ABM’s Encounter Program, for this year’s Encounter Visitors and for the host parishes in Australia.
Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
    Ninth in Ordinary Time.
– Sunday 2 June 2013
· 1 Kings 18.20-21 (22-29) 30-39 ;Psalm 96 
Galatians 1.1-12;Luke 7.1-10
How well known and loved is the story of the healing of the centurion’s slave.  Think of the characters:

A Roman soldier kindly disposed towards Jewish worshippers, his valued slave, some Jewish elders, the soldier’s friends.  These friends bear an extraordinary message –  you’ll come, I’m not worthy, just say the word, I know he’ll be healed, I too am under authority.  Jesus marvels at such faith, and the slave is healed.

Today’s question: Do we acknowledge faith in the most unlikely people?

· Pray that we may learn from the depth of faith shown by our partners in mission.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.
Text: 
The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Third Sunday after Pentecost
  Tenth in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 9 June 2013

· 1 Kings 17.8-16 (17-24);Psalm 146;
Galatians 1.11-24; Luke 7.11-17

On this day the lectionary gives us two stories of the raising of the sons of poor widows, one in which God works through Elijah and the other through Jesus.  Both are shown to have compassion for the distraught mothers. Other than the raising of Lazarus this is the only restoration of a dead person in the gospels.  Widows were particularly vulnerable in Jewish society and the Law stressed that their needs should be met. 

Today’s question:  Do we look out and care for the most vulnerable in our Society?

· Pray that we may stand in solidarity with the poor and needy(Third Mark of Mission), especially through our health programs.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Korea. 

Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr
– Tuesday 11 June 2013
· Job 29.11-16; Psalm 98;
Acts 11.22-30; 13.1-3;Matthew 10.7-13

Barnabas seems a specially commendable character – “a good man full of the Holy Spirit and of faith”. He is recorded earlier in Acts (4.36) to have sold a field and given the money to the apostles for the infant Christian community’s needs. Barnabas ministered in Antioch with Saul, even among Greeks, and the Church guided by the Spirit ordained both men commissioning them to proclaim the gospel to the gentiles.  Barnabas means ‘son of encouragement’.

Today’s question:  In the light of the gospel can we trust God to provide what we need for ministry?

· Pray that we may live simply so that others may simply live.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia.
Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
    Eleventh in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 16 June 2013
· 1 Kings 21.1-10 (11-14) 15-21a; Psalm 5.1-7;
Galatians 2.15-21; Luke 7.36 – 8.3

Do I love this story because the Pharisee was made uncomfortable?  Probably, but the outpouring of love and generosity of the woman who knows herself to be forgiven, is striking.  The inhospitable host is shown up by the gracious hospitality of Jesus who has reached out to this rejected woman and now accepts her touch and touching love.

Today’s question: Are we fully accepting of those who express their devotion to God differently?
· Pray for the building up of welcoming, transforming communities of faith. (Second Mark of Mission).

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar. 

Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
   Twelfth in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 23 June 2013

· 1 Kings 19.1-4 (5-7) 8-15a ;Psalms 42 and 43;
Galatians 3.10-14, 23-29;Luke 8.26-39

Do you have some concern for the pigs in this dramatic story, or for the loss of the Gerasene’s livelihood?  They were obviously gentiles and what is Jesus doing healing a mentally disturbed man in this place?  Jesus addressed the demonic spirit that is destroying the man and frees him of it.  The violent end of the pigs reinforces both the power of possession and the power of Jesus to overcome it. The Gerasenes urge Jesus to go away, the restored man wished to go with him.

Today’s question: Do we have courage to name the darkness within us??

· Pray that the mission of the Church may challenge violence, injustice and oppression and work for peace and reconciliation. (4th Mark of Mission)

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa and for the Zambia Anglican Council. 

Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013

Birth of John the Baptist
– Monday 24 June 2013

· Isaiah 49.1-6; Psalm 139.1-11;
Acts 13.(16-21) 22-26; Luke 1,57-66, 80

John who was wonderfully born and lived an ascetic life was called to prepare the way for Jesus.  As Paul recounts, John saw himself only as the humble forerunner who pointed to Jesus as the one sent by God.  He spoke boldly urging his hearers to repent and be baptised.  His bold accusing of Herod Antipas led to his improvement and beheading.

Today’s question: Are we courageous in speaking out for the truth of the gospel?
· Pray that we may be humble, ready to listen and learn from our partners in mission. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, ABM’s Partner in China.

 Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
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	Your used and mint postage stamps are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps with a 1 cm border around them.

Send stamps to: 

ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       NSW 1230
 


 S S Peter and Paul – Apostles, Martyrs
– Saturday 29 June 2013

· Acts 12.1-11  or  Ezekiel 34.11-16; 
Psalm 87 or Psalm 34.1-10;
2 Timothy 4.6-8 (9-16) 17-18; John 21.15-22

In Acts we have the story of Peter’s miraculous escape from prison through angelic intervention. Paul writing to Timothy speaks of his imminent death in prison deserted by former companions. The Ezekiel reading emphasizes God’s care for his sheep and points to good shepherds who will tend his sheep.  In the gospel the focus is on Peter and his commission from Jesus to feed his sheep.  John seeing Peter as shepherd writes, long after his death, to assure his own community that his martyr’s death glorified God.

Today’s question:  Do we support our clergy to be good shepherds of the flock?
· Pray that we may be concerned to seek the lost, bring back the strayed, bind up the injured and strengthen the weak.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of missionaries throughout the world in our time.
Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
   Thirteenth in Ordinary Time 
– Sunday 30 June 2013

· 1 Kings 2.1-2, 6-14;Psalm 77.1-2, 11-20;
Galatians 5.1, 13-25; Luke 9.51-62

Jesus is determinedly on the road going up to Jerusalem and to his death. James and John yet uncomprehending, want to destroy those who reject Jesus and are rebuked. The kingdom is not to be achieved through violence.  Various would-be followers profess their intentions but cannot free themselves of responsibilities.  A hard saying concludes the gospel.

Today’s question:  Are we prepared to forego some things in order to follow Jesus?

· Pray that we may make sacrifices so that God’s Kingdom may come in all the world.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines..
Text: 

The Revd Philippa Wetherell, 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
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Welcome to the second set of Pew Reflections for 2013. The reflections have been written by the Revd Philippa Wetherell, who has been a passionate supporter of mission through ABM since her childhood days in the Diocese of Brisbane.


We hope that you and your congregations will find that these pew reflections stimulate you to engage with the Holy Scriptures more deeply as you journey from Easter to Pentecost and beyond.


In Christ,








Robert McLean�Church to Church Missioner
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