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Christine Nelson
Christine has exercised her vocation supporting her husband’s ministry for over 30 years. They have lived and worked in the Anglican Church in four provinces of the Communion: South Africa, New Zealand, Hong Kong and now South Australia. She has run Sunday Schools and youth groups, study groups and confirmation classes, marked for a theological college and taught religious studies at school level, conducted choirs and trained readers. The challenge of being open to God’s prompting and exploring new ministries has led to a life of variety and interest – and agreeing that “if you want to hear God laugh, tell him your five-year plan.”
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Pew Reflections – Third Quarter 2013
7 July – 29 September
Readings from An Australian Lectionary 2013 (Year C)

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 7 July 2013
· 2 Kings 5: 1-14; Psalm 30; 
Galatians 6: 1-18; Luke 10: 1-24

Namaan is insulted at being asked to do something easy, the psalmist’s security is shaken, the Galatians are warned to avoid complacency and personal pride, and Jesus’ disciples are reminded that the source of true joy is being part of God’s kingdom (v 20). Humility is never easy. Our challenge is to do our best, to overcome difficulties, to succeed ... and still to give God the glory.

Today’s question: What personal successes do I need to surrender to God today?

· Prayer: I offer you my life, O Lord, as a sacrifice to your glory.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Text: 

Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 14 July 2013
· Amos 7: 7-17; Psalm 82;
Colossians 1: 1-14; Luke 10: 25-37

God’s justice is disturbing, requiring that we truly love God and our neighbour. As the prophecy against Jeroboam and the psalm show, God’s standards are high, demanding absolute justice for the “little ones” of the world. Paul makes it clear that salvation does not relieve us of this obligation, but enables us to “live lives worthy of the Lord” and “bear fruit in every good work” (v 10).

Today’s question: How often is the love I show an expression of God’s fierce justice?
· Prayer: Teach me, O Lord, what it means to love with the fire of your love. 
· Give thanks for the work of Anglican Witness - the Anglican Communion’s evangelism and Church growth initiative. (anglicancommunion.org/ministry/mission/ecgi/index.cfm).
Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 21 July 2013
· Amos 8: 1-12; Psalm 52; 
Colossians 1: 15-29; Luke 10: 38-42

Today’s readings highlight activities that are not in themselves evil but all too often distract us from God: commerce (Amos), power (Psalm 52) the busyness of keeping house (Luke). Our true goal, according to Paul, is the “riches of the glory of ... Christ in you” (v 27). This is the pathway to full maturity in Christ; the “better” part.

Today’s question: What activities distract me from living with Christ at the centre of my life?

· Prayer: Take my life, O Lord, and fill every part of it with the richness of your love.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Alliance - the Anglican Communion’s network for development, relief and advocacy. (www.anglicanalliance.org).
Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Mary Magdalene
– Monday 22 July 2013

· Song of Songs 3: 1-4a; Psalm 63; 
2 Corinthians 5: 14-21; John 20: 1-18

Love is powerful. It changed Mary, and she became the first to see the risen Christ, the apostle to the apostles. Love doesn’t give up on us; it searches “in the streets and in the squares.” Seen through the lens of love, our broken, sinful, messy selves are transformed and we are indeed a “new creation.” 

Today’s question: How different would our world be if we were as relentless as Christ in loving others?

· Prayer:  My Lord and my guide, teach me to see with your loving eyes and to love without limit.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa and for the Zambia Anglican Council. 

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St James the Great, Apostle and Martyr
– Thursday 25 July 2013
· Jeremiah 45; Psalm 126; 
Acts 11: 27-12:3 or 2 Corinthians 4: 7-15; Matthew 20: 20-28

Sometimes our prayers are answered in ways we could never foresee. James did indeed “drink the cup” and he even got the recognition he and his mother had craved – but not in the way they had planned. It takes deep trust to believe that God is with us when things go wrong, and that the big picture is more complex and beautiful than we can know.

Today’s question: What concerns are stopping the seed in me from growing into joyful harvest?

· Prayer: Help me, Lord of all, to trust that you will turn my tears to songs of joy in ways I can never predict.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Reformed Episcopal Church in Spain and for the Spanish chaplaincies of the Church of England’s Diocese in Europe.
Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 28 July 2013
· Hosea 1: 2-10; Psalm 85; 
Colossians 2: 6-19; Luke 11: 1-13

God’s justice and mercy might seem contradictory. Hosea’s children are named as metaphors of the just destruction following disobedience, yet there is hope 
(v  10). Hope underpins the psalm: mercy and truth will meet, and God will forgive his people. The shadows of justice and death give way to the substance of Christ (Col 2: 17) who encourages us to keep asking, to keep praying, to persist.

Today’s questions: Do I give up too easily? Do I persist in prayer?

· Prayer:  Loving Father, hear my prayers.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, ABM’s Partner in China.
Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 4 August 2013

· Hosea 11: 1-11; Psalm 107: 1-9, 43; 
Colossians 3: 1-11; Luke 12: 13-21

Today’s passage from Hosea compares Israel not to the unfaithful wife but to a rebellious child.  It is a wonderfully tender depiction of God’s love yearning for a restored relationship, also celebrated in the Psalm. God’s longing led to Calvary. We need to hear Jesus’ parable and its warning against complacency. The debt is paid, but we do not always live as the redeemed.

Today’s question: How consistent am I in living a life free of “earthly” things?
· Prayer:  Loving Father, hold me close to your heart until I am cleansed and clothed in the new self.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand 
and Polynesia.

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Transfiguration of Our Lord
– Tuesday 6 August
· Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97; 
2 Peter 1: 16-21; Mark 9: 2-10

We live in a world where there is little place for mystery; the constant drive to find out, explain, research and explore leaves us in danger of forgetting that there are things beyond our understanding. Not knowing is the spice that gives our faith flavour. Fire, smoke and cloud point to the undefinable – mysteries before which we can only marvel and rejoice.

Today’s question: Do I need to stop and look with wonder at a miracle – something I had taken for granted?
· Prayer:  Transfigured Lord, protect me from constantly needing to know; teach me to worship with awe and wonder.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church in Japan.
Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 11 August 2013
· Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50: 1-8, 23-24;
Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-28); Luke 12: 32-40

Faith drives us into the unknown. Abraham left comfort and security, following with nothing more than faith for reassurance. We cling to things which seem to give security – including comfortable religious practices. Isaiah rails against empty rituals and Jesus’ words in Luke remind us that faith involves being alert, aware and ready for the surprising, disturbing presence of God.

Today’s question: Is God asking me to let go of something I hold dear?
· Prayer:  Disturbing, prompting Spirit, help me to let go and trust you.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma). 

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Mary, Mother of our Lord
– Thursday 15 August 2013
· Isaiah 61: 10 - 62:3; Psalm 113 or Song of Mary; Galatians 4: 4-7; Luke 2: 1-7

We do not easily lose ourselves in worship, but those moments when our whole being sings with thanksgiving and unconditional love are momentous and unforgettable. Mary’s response could so easily have been, “That’s great but...”. Instead she joins the Psalmist, Isaiah and other ancient texts, rejoicing unreservedly over news which could easily have filled her with trepidation.

Today’s question: Is there something I am resisting which I could welcome as a gift from the God of love?
· Pray: Teach me, O Lord, to trust your love and welcome with joy what you send.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Korea. 

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 18 August 2013
· Isaiah 5: 1-7; Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19; 
Hebrews 11: 29 - 12: 2; Luke 12: 49-59

Israel deserves to be abandoned, according to Isaiah. The Psalmist’s plea for restoration is a cry from a people whose obdurate disobedience and injustices have tried God’s patience repeatedly. Jesus makes it clear that all generations have had plenty of warning. Faith was not enough (Hebrews 11:39). Only by becoming part of Jesus’ suffering can we “be made perfect” in righteousness.

Today’s question: What can I do to bring about justice and righteousness in my everyday life?
· Prayer:  God of glory, use me as your agent of righteousness.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya. 

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr
– Saturday 24 August 2013
· Deuteronomy 18: 15-18; Psalm 145: 10-18; Revelation 21: 9b-14; John 1: 45-51

Nathaniel questions (v 46) the value of the ordinary: surely great things can only be expected of those born great? Yet our faith history is of ordinary people, both men and women, being used by God – foreshadowed in Deuteronomy: the prophet is from “your own people.” The New Jerusalem of Revelation is built on the foundations of the twelve apostles – twelve ordinary men.

Today’s question: Am I critical of people I know well, preventing them from fulfilling their God-given potential?
· Prayer:  Loving and all-knowing God, help me to encourage and enable the ministries of others.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia (Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia).

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 25 August 2013
· Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Psalm 71: 1-6; 
Hebrews 12: 18-29; Luke 13: 10-17
Today’s readings offer images of fear and comfort: Jeremiah, afraid of his calling but comforted by being intimately known to God; the Psalmist finding refuge from turmoil; Hebrews’ threatening references to the “consuming fire” offset by the “kingdom that cannot be shaken” and Jesus, the realisation of that unshakeable kingdom, the refuge, the one who knows our every need.

Today’s question: Are my prayers driven by fear and what I think I need, rather than trust in God who knows me better than I know myself?
· Prayer: My maker, release me from the bondage of fear and draw me into the comfort of your presence.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippines Independent Church.

Text: 

Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 1 September 2013
· Jeremiah 2: 4-13; Psalm 81: 1, 10-16; 
Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16; Luke 14: 1-14
Excessive individuality precludes mutual love. The message to the Hebrews is still alarmingly relevant: we are bombarded with messages that tell us that we need to be more attractive, successful, healthy. Like Jeremiah’s audience, we undervalue ourselves, following our own designs instead of the way God designed for us: a way of gracious humility, generous hospitality and love. 

Today’s question: Do I value my life and myself according to God’s measure?

· Prayer:  Generous God, revive me and turn me from dissatisfaction and empty ambitions.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Australian Defence Force Chaplaincy. 

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Martyrs of New Guinea
– Monday 2 September 2013
· Zephaniah 3: 14-20; Psalm 130; 
Romans 8: 33-39; John 12: 20-32

Faith does not promise a life without troubles but hope for the future. Zephaniah, the Psalmist and the writer to the Romans, celebrates this hope in the midst of disaster. Even Jesus shows that he is not immune to pain and fear. We are not told to pretend that suffering doesn’t happen; clearly it does. We are, however, reassured that we are part of a bigger reality, in which God reigns. 

Today’s question: Do I “look for the Lord” in each day’s difficulties?
· Prayer: Loving God, take my hand and lead me through this day’s troubles.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.

Text: 

Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 8 September 2013
· Jeremiah 18: 1-11; Psalm 139: 1-5, 12-18; 
Philemon 1-25; Luke 14: 25-35

God gives us freedom to choose. The readings suggest that there are consequences for all choices we make. The image of the potter suggests the consequences of disobedience. Jesus shows that God wants us to turn to him freely and joyfully, understanding that there is also a cost to discipleship. Yet, like Philemon, we have the opportunity to do the right thing out of love. 

Today’s question: Do I turn to Christ today, in joyful and loving obedience?
· Prayer:  God of love and justice, take me and shape me to your will.
· Give thanks for ABM’s Encounter Program, for this year’s Encounter Visitors and for the host parishes in Australia.

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 15 September 2013
· Jeremiah 4: 11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14;
 1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-19; Luke 15: 1-10

It is easy to fall into the trap, like the Pharisees, of observing the trappings of religion but closing our minds to the true meaning of God’s will for us. Like those Paul warns against, we then follow paths that may seem sensible but in fact lead to sin. The sins Paul lists are hurtful to God’s people; Jeremiah’s vision is of the earth laid waste as a result of humanity’s Godless actions.

Today’s question: Does my behaviour fall short of God’s will, hurting others or harming my environment?
· Prayer: God of all time and space, make me your willing agent to bring life and health to your world.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan.

Text: 

Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
St Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
– Saturday 21 September 2013
· Proverbs 3:1-6; Psalm 19: 1-6; 
Ephesians 4: 1-14; Matthew 9: 9-13

It is so easy to judge people and situations. Criticising others implies that we know better but, for all their piety, it is the learned Pharisees who miss the point of Jesus’ teaching. Proverbs encourages us to trust God, not our own insight. We are called to mercy and gentleness, not criticism, and Paul reminds us that any gift we have is equipment for “building up the body of Christ”.

Today’s question: Do I humbly offer myself, my gifts and my weaknesses, to be used for God’s purposes?
· Prayer: Creator of all, take my life and use it to build up your body.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Diocese of Egypt with North Africa and the Horn of Africa (Egypt, Algeria, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Libya, Somalia, and Tunisia)

Text: 
Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 22 September 2013
· Jeremiah 8:18; 9:1; Psalm 79:1-9 
1 Timothy 2: 1-10 or 3:14 – 4:6;
 Luke 16: 1-13

What seems shrewd and sensible today can seem very different when circumstances change. God’s people no doubt thought they were being wise until they experienced the consequences of their actions, as the laments in both Jeremiah and the psalm show. Jesus’ parable speaks into a society where we fence ourselves with safeguards, relying on them rather than on God’s providence.

Today’s question: Where do I find security? Am I prepared to trust God?
· Prayer: Disturbing Spirit, free me from lack of trust and release me from trying to control my future.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglicans.

Text: 

Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
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Either ... 

St Michael and All Angels
– Sunday 29 September 2013

· Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14 or Ezekiel 1: 4-12; Psalm 138; Revelation 12: 7-12a; John 1: 45-51

These visions of heaven might seem to belong in a fantasy film rather than the Bible. Yet each attempts to explain the unexplainable and each, borne out of suffering, aims at giving hope and consolation. Yet Nathaniel’s vision of heaven was apparently simple: he recognised the Son of God in a stranger from Nazareth. God gives us glimpses of his glory in unlikely ways. 

Today’s question: Am I open to the miracles around me, and receptive to glimpses of God’s glory?
· Prayer:  Grant me, O Lord of Heaven, the wisdom to recognise you in the miracles around me
· Give thanks for all those who bring messages from God to the world through their words 
or actions. 

Text: 

Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013

... Or

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
– Sunday 29 September 2013

· Jeremiah 32: 1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91: 1-6, 14-16: 
1 Timothy 6: 6-19 or 4:12 – 5:8: 
Luke 16: 19-31

What we see in others can be distorted. Zedekiah saw Jeremiah the troublemaker, not the prophet. We can also be dazed by glamour and wealth, missing the image of God sitting in their shadow.  Lazarus is invisible to the wealthy. We need to see with Jesus’ eyes, to see Christ in our neighbour. When we see properly, then we find God to be our rock, our refuge and our shelter.

Today’s question: Do I look for Jesus in the faces of the people I meet?
· Prayer: God of the unexpected, let me see with your eyes.
· Give thanks for all those who see the Lazaruses of the world by seeking out the invisible and the hidden in Christ’s name. 
 Text: 

Christine Nelson, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2013
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I am delighted that Christine Nelson has written this quarter’s Pew Reflections. She brings with her a great wealth of experience as a teacher, writer and thinker. She has been blessed by gaining an appreciation for Anglicanism at a global level: she and her husband, Frank, have exercised their ministries in South Africa, New Zealand, Hong Kong and now in Australia.


We hope that you and your congregations will find that these pew reflections help your spiritual life to grow and flourish as you journey through the ‘long green season’.


In Christ,








Robert McLean�Church to Church Missioner








Page 7 of 8

