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Meet Joe Woodfin
[image: image6.emf]Joe Woodfin is a native Tennessean. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in theology and ministry (summa cum laude) from Lipscomb University in Nashville, TN. He is a postulant for Holy Orders from the Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee and a seminarian at the School of Theology, the University of the South. He is married to Carly (née Short) and has a four-year-old son and a two-year-old daughter, which also means his time is not his own. At the School of Theology, Joe serves as president of the student body and as a sacristan in the seminary chapel, among other things. While his and Carly's future plans are yet to be determined, Joe is excited to take up priestly ministry within a parish.
In May, he attended the Palestine of Jesus course at St George’s College in Jerusalem where he met fellow Australian Anglican pilgrims Robert McLean (ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator), Peter Burke (a member of ABM’s Partnerships Committee, and the Director for Mission and Anglican Community Engagement at Anglicare SA), the Rev Warwick Cuthbertson (Rector of Holy Trinity, Launceston, Tas.), the Rev Dr James Collins (Rector of  St Paul’s, Burwood, NSW) and Peter Martin (Principal of the Peter Carnley Anglican Community School, Wellard, WA).
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Pew Reflections – Fourth Quarter 2014

5 October – 28 December
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 5 October 2014
· Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19
Philippians 3; Matthew 21.33-46

In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus tells a rather stark and unflinching story about failure to do the duty entrusted to us. In the story, we are reminded that possession of a heritage or a status is not nearly as important as being a ‘people that produces the fruits of the kingdom’. This passage has a history of being interpreted and applied in detrimental ways, but it can serve as a helpful reminder to the church – as the people of God – that our election is not an entitlement to keep the fruit for ourselves.

· Pray that we might be shown ways to be more faithful stewards of the vineyard.

· Pray for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ministry, giving thanks for the work done to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 12 October 2014
· Exodus 32.1-14; Psalm 106.1-6, 20-24
Philippians 4.1-9, [10-23]; Matthew 22.1-14

As Paul concludes the letter to the Philippians, he consoles them with the thought that the peace of God would guard their hearts and minds in Christ. Indeed, this is perhaps the most consoling thought in Christian faith: that despite whatever circumstances in which we find ourselves, Jesus Christ is God’s eternal sign that divine peace is always with us and for us.

· Pray that the peace of God will be felt in your mind, in your community, and in the world, and pray that you may be a part of God's plan of peace for all.
· Pray for the Amity Foundation in China, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014

St Luke, Evangelist and Martyr
– Saturday 18 October 2014

· Jeremiah 8.22-9.3; Psalm 145.10-18
2 Timothy 4.9-17a; Luke 10.1-9

It is S. Luke’s ‘orderly account’ (Lk 1:1) of the life of Jesus that brings to us such beautiful images as the Magnificat and the Parable of the Prodigal Son, to name just two. Because of his life and work, we know of the ways—in the life of Jesus and in the early church—that the kingdom of God has come near to us.

· Pray that we, like Luke, may bear witness to the work of Jesus in the world.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
– Sunday 19 October 2014

· Exodus 33.12-23; Psalm 99
1 Thessalonians 1.1-10; Matthew 22.15-33

After a particularly rocky time of leading the Israelites, Moses asks of God a very bold thing: ‘Show me your glory!’ Not only does God agree, but God provides protection for Moses so that the divine glory does not overwhelm him. The powerful God, whose glory is more than humans can bear, is also compassionate in dealing with humanity.

· Pray that, when faced with difficult tasks, God’s presence may be felt in ways that empower us to accomplish God’s purposes.
· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014

 

	[image: image2.jpg]b b o A M

o w

TP B OIS

e b sl B LB







	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       NSW 1230
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The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 26 October 2014
· Deuteronomy 34.1-12; Psalm 90.1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2.1-13; Matthew 22.34-46

When tested by a religious leader, Jesus summarizes the whole of religious observance in two commands: love for God and love for one’s neighbour. These are not new commands; in fact, they come from the law of Moses. But this teaching, and the example of Christ’s life, sets forth a challenge that lasts a lifetime. Loving God and loving our neighbours takes all the effort we can muster every day—and more. 

· Pray that you may grow in love for God and for your neighbour.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Ceylon, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
St Simon and St Jude, Apostles and Martyrs
– Tuesday 28 October 2014

· Deuteronomy 32.1-4; Psalm 19.1-6
Jude 1-3, 17-25; Luke 6.12-16

Ss. Simon and Jude, listed among those who are called to be the twelve apostles, are not as famous as some of the other apostles. This fact, though, might be seen as good news to those of us who do not expect for our names to gain worldwide and lasting fame. It is through the work of people such as Simon and Jude – and you and I – that the message of the kingdom spreads.

· Pray that we may be inspired by the example of Ss. Simon and Jude to minister in the ordinary circumstances of our daily lives.
· Pray for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Twitter
	



	YouTube
	

	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links


All Saints’ Day
– Saturday 1 November 2014

· Revelation 7.9-17; Psalm 34.1-10, 22
1 John 3.1-3; Matthew 5.1-12

In the Beatitudes from the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, we hear some of the qualities that we remember in the saints. Saints are merciful, they are pure in heart, they hunger and thirst for righteousness. The life of a saint does not consist in perfection, but in pursuing the blessing that comes from living in the pattern of Jesus’ own life.

· Pray in thanksgiving for the saints of God that have helped shape your life.
· Pray for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
 – Sunday 2 November 2014

· Joshua 3.7-17; Psalm 107.1-7, 33-37
1 Thessalonians 3.5-13 or 1 Thessalonians 4.1-8; Matthew 23.1-12, [37-39]

Jesus’ teaching today inverts the social structures that often dominate our imagination. Greatness consists, according to this account, not in the accrual of wealth or status or honor, but in willingness to serve. “All who humble themselves will be exalted.”

· Pray that the members of our society who are often neglected and dominated will be protected and served by the privileged and the powerful.
· Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
All Souls’ Day
– Monday 3 November 2014
· Job 14.1-4; Psalm 29
John 5.19-29

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me … has passed from death to life.’ On this day for remembering those loved ones who have gone before, these powerful words ring with the fundamental promise of Christian existence. We are God’s beloved children, we are cared for by Christ, and those who have gone before are not forgotten: they have passed from death to life.

· Pray that we might be strengthened in our mission to spread the good news of Christ’s work for us, for all the faithful departed, and for all of the world.
· Pray for the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe, the Anglican Church in Korea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 9 November 2014

· Joshua 24.1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78.1-7
1 Thessalonians 4.9-18; Matthew 25.1-13

The parable of the ten bridesmaids has been a popular image throughout history, leading to the writing of such spirituals (in my own American context) as Keep your Lamps Trimmed and Burning. Matthew was keen to remind his readers that the kingdom might come at any moment, catching those who were not watching for it completely by surprise. In our own time, we might look as well for ways in which the kingdom is being enacted in our midst, sometimes in quite surprising ways.

· Pray that we may be a part of the coming of the kingdom of God by witnessing to God’s work in our midst.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 16 November 2014

· Judges 4.1-10; Psalm 123
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11; Matthew 25.14-30

Paul encourages the Thessalonians to remember that the day of the Lord ‘will come like a thief in the night’. In this passage full of expectation for the second coming, it is noteworthy that Paul envisions two options. Either one is a person of the day, which requires vigilance and preparation, or one belongs to the night and is oblivious. In a world characterized by growing conflict and harsh economic inequalities, the temptation to be lulled to sleep is great. Whether the second coming is imminent or not, vigilance is required in order to live faithfully in the world.

· Pray that we might be ‘people of the day’.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Last Sunday after Pentecost – Christ the King
– Sunday 23 November 2014

· Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100 or 95.1-7
Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 25.31-46

The letter to the Ephesians presents a beautiful image of the exalted Christ, seated at God’s right hand in glory. But more than that, Christ is the head over all things for the church, ‘which is his body’. Christ, the king of glory, is both seated with God and yet present among and in us. When we live in the light of the Gospel, we are living as Christ’s very presence in the world, in all his sovereign power!
· Pray that Christ’s glory may be seen in and through our lives and ministries.
· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
YEAR B BEGINS TODAY
The First Sunday of Advent 
 – Sunday 30 November 2014
· Isaiah 64.1-9; Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1.1-9; Mark 13.24-37

Today marks the beginning of the season of waiting and watching for Christ’s coming. According to Mark’s Gospel, that coming will not be entirely pleasant. The injustice, the darkness, and the corruption of the world cannot stand in the presence of Christ, and so the world must be changed in the light of his coming. But through this intimidating thought shines the message of hope – hope for a redeemed world in which all things have been made new. And in the meantime, we can be certain that God ‘will also strengthen [us] to the end’. (1 Cor. 1:8)
· Pray that we may be strengthened to prepare for Christ’s coming in our lives, our churches, and our communities.
· Pray for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church in Hong Kong, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
S. Andrew, Apostle and Martyr
– Monday 1 December 2014

· Deuteronomy 30.11-14; Psalm 19.1-6
Romans 10.8-18; Matthew 4.18-22

Not much is recorded about St Andrew in the New Testament. Today’s Gospel lesson, though, reminds us that he was the one who introduced Peter (about whom much is recorded!) to Jesus, and thereby changed the course of Christian history. 

· Pray that we may be inspired by the gospel to introduce someone else to Christ.
· Pray for the Church of Bangladesh, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Second Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 7 December 2014

· Isaiah 40.1-11; Psalm 85.1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8

Today is our first of two encounters with John the Baptizer this season. His is a figure that has become almost routine to us in its strangeness. Yet his message is not routine at all: while wearing camel's hair clothing and eating locusts, he yells at us that someone is coming who will baptize us with fire. But this, we must remember, is the ‘beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ’ (1.1) – and the gospel of Jesus is so remarkable and contrary to expectations that it must be announced by a wild, uncommon figure.

· Pray that God will open our eyes to all the people through whom the gospel is being revealed to us - people who are very like us, and people who are very different.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Third Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 14 December 2014

· Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or the Magnificat
1 Thessalonians 5.12-28; John 1.6-8, 19-28

The beautiful picture in Isaiah of God's remaking of the world is one on which Jesus will later draw in describing his own ministry. It is a world that is so wonderful that only God could make it; despite the best efforts of humanity, the perfection of the new creation continues to elude us. Yet it is for this perfection that we wait in hope - for the time when the Lord will cause righteousness to spring up before the nations.

· Pray that we may find ways to participate in the year of the Lord's favor by bringing good news to the oppressed, binding up the broken-hearted, and proclaiming liberty. (Isaiah 61.1)
· Pray for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 21 December 2014

· 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16
Psalm 89.1-4, 19-27 or the Magnificat
Romans 16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38

This week we begin to get the sense that the powerful coming of Jesus about which we have been hearing in the last three weeks might be in a surprising form. An angel comes to a young, powerless, marginalized woman in an outlying province of the world's largest empire and announces the birth of a son. Yet this story is full of surprising reversals: the powerful Messiah will come as a helpless baby, and at the same time, powerless Mary is filled with more power than anyone on earth when she consents to become the mother of our Lord.

· Pray that we may consent to God's work in us, however surprising it might be.
· Pray for the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
S. Thomas, Apostle and Martyr
 – Monday 22 December 2014

· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29

St Thomas, regularly called ‘Doubting Thomas’ in American church culture, often gets a bad reputation. Yet Thomas, in a sense, stands for most of us, for very few persons have the gift of faith that eludes all doubt. In Thomas’ request, we have the pattern for a faith that is active and yet always seeking more assurance. With that assurance, the tradition tells us, Thomas went on to evangelize a sizable part of the non-Roman world.

· Pray that our doubts may lead us to assurance of our faith and God's faithfulness.
· Pray for the Church of North India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ – Christmas Day
– Thursday 25 December 2014
· Isaiah 9.2-7; Psalm 96
Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-14 [15-20]

It is not to the emperor, King Herod, or the choicest citizens that the angels announce the birth of the Savior of the world. It is to the shepherds, to migrant workers, to day laborers. While they are rightly terrified when they hear the message, the shepherds are also convinced. They leave behind their livelihood to rush toward the baby boy who will be the Messiah, the Lord. Often it is those disadvantaged by society who are able to hear the good news of God, while the mighty and the proud are not.

· Pray that we may have hearts and lives receptive to God's coming among us in Jesus.
· Pray for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church in Japan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
St Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
– Friday 26 December 2014

· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8
Acts 6.8-10, 7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22

S. Stephen is known as the first martyr in the Christian tradition, and his example would be followed by many others as the new religion continued to expand. One cannot help but wonder whether Stephen’s commitment to the gospel – even in the face of death – would be one of the things that led Saul of Tarsus to being receptive to the vision on the Damascus road, and therefore to becoming Paul the apostle.

· Pray that religious persecution may cease throughout the world.
· Pray for the Church of Pakistan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
St John, Apostle and Evangelist
– Saturday 27 December 2014

· Proverbs 8.22-31; Psalm 97
1 John 1.1-5; John 20.2-8

S. John's Gospel is a powerful theological reflection on the meaning of the Christ event. Yet it is not all stoic and serious. In today's Gospel lesson, the author delights to point out not once, but three times (vv. 3, 6, & 8) that he outran Peter in a foot race to the empty tomb of Jesus. The Gospel is serious business, but it is also joyful, and at times humorous.
· Pray that we may see the joy and, at times, the humour in God's work in our lives.
· Pray for the Church of South India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
EITHER –
The First Sunday after Christmas
– Sunday 28 December 2014

· Isaiah 61.10-62.3; Psalm 148
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.22-40

Simeon and Anna, two prophets who had given their whole lives to God's service, meet Mary and Joseph when they bring Jesus to the temple to present him to the Lord. This presentation was according to the Jewish custom. Yet it is also very special, because Luke has already told us that the child being presented in this case is actually the very Son of God. Simeon is allowed to see God's Messiah presented as a baby in the temple, and in this way his life of service is connected to the larger story of God's action.

· Pray that you may see the many connections between your life and God's larger story.
· Pray for the work of the Anglican Alliance for Development, Relief and Advocacy, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.
Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
OR –
The Holy Innocents
– Sunday 28 December 2014

· Jeremiah 31.15-20; Psalm 124
1 John 1.5-2.2; Matthew 2.13-18

The slaughter of the innocents is one of far too many examples of the collateral damage that power run amok can cause. While Jesus is spared from this particular evil because of the vision Joseph receives, the tragedy of innocent suffering – in this case, the suffering of innocent toddlers – is no less horrific. Would that this story were a thing of the distant past, instead of one continually acted out from then to now.

· Pray that all innocents may be spared from oppression, suffering, and violence.
· Pray for Anglican Witness, the Communion-wide Church growth initiative, giving thanks for the work done throughout the Anglican Communion to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Mr Joe Woodfin, the School of Theology, 
the University of the South (Sewanee, TN, USA)
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
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It is a great joy to present the final quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2014. We hope that you and your congregations will find that they help you to focus on the Word of God, prompt you to pray for God’s mission and encourage you to join in with what God is doing throughout the world today.


May your spiritual lives be marked by growth and fruitfulness as we journey as the Church together towards the feast of the Incarnation and beyond. 


In Christ,


�


Robert McLean�Partnerships Coordinator





Joe Woodfin preaching
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