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Peter Burke began his career as a social worker at St Mark’s Fitzroy in 1981 after completing degrees in Arts and Social Work. Peter then worked in parish development roles in the Diocese of Melbourne and Ecumenical Housing, Victorian Council of Churches. During this time Peter completed a degree in Theology. In 1998 Peter moved to Adelaide to work with Anglicare SA as Manager of The Magdalene Centre then as Coordinator of Chaplaincy and Parish Community Work. 
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Peter is currently working for Anglicare SA as the Director of Mission and Anglican Community Engagement. Peter is a member of the Church in Society Ministry Unit for the Diocese of Adelaide and an Anglican representative on the South Australian Council of Churches where he is currently serving as Chair of the Executive and President. Peter also convenes the Chaplaincy and Parish Community Work Network for Anglicare Australia.

Peter has been a supporter of ABM over the years including a past member of the Lent writers team and the Church to Church Committee. Peter is currently a member of the Partnerships Committee and the South Australian Provincial Committee for ABM.

Peter lives in the inner city of Adelaide and enjoys a number of recreational pursuits including walking, gym, gardening, cooking, cheese making, op shopping, reading, film, travel and choral singing. 
Pew Reflections – Second Quarter 2014

6 April – 29 June
The Fifth Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 6 April 2014
· Ezekiel 37.1-14; Psalm 130;
Romans 8.6-11; John 11.1-45
Grief and Compassion
Jesus has a close relationship with Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary. Jesus weeps for Lazarus as the women weep and those who see this describe it as love. Jesus responds with deep compassion but deeper still is a conviction that the death of Lazarus is not the last word. Jesus demonstrates the power of his love as he calls Lazarus out of the tomb and back to life. Jesus is the resurrection and the life.

Our desire to be present with those we have loved and lost can be strong and enduring. We may experience this through the gift of memory as we ‘re-member’ our loved ones who have died. We bring them ‘back to life’ in our minds and hearts and in the stories we share about them. Our journey through Lent is a journey from grief to hope and from death to life. Jesus is the resurrection and the life.

Question: How do I respond to loss and grief and how do I support others in this experience?
· Pray for people who weep through loss and grief and those who support them.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, ABM’s partner in China.
Text: 

Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
Palm Sunday 
– Sunday 13 April 2014
· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 31.9-18; Philippians 2.5-11; Matthew 26.14-27.66 or Matthew 27.11-54

Costly Leadership

Leadership in any form can be both rewarding and costly. Leaders may gain much from being the focus of a particular community. Leaders also risk losing personal identity and perspective. Leaders in political and corporate life, including church leaders, can become dehumanized by how they are perceived as their behavior is scrutinized by others. 

The leadership of Jesus is both magnificent and costly. Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, is betrayed, denied and undermined through capture, mocking, trial and crucifixion. These are more than a series of shocking events. They represent the deeper human experience of broken relationships and blame shifting between political and religious authorities. As we move into the week we call holy we are invited to go deeper into the consequences of the leadership of Jesus and the way he leads us from death to life.

Question: How do I engage in leadership and how do I see the leadership of others?
· Pray for people who lead in families, community, church and government.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014

Easter Day
– Sunday 20 April 2014
· Acts 10.34-43 or Jeremiah 31.1-6;
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24;
or Hymn to the Risen Christ; 
Colossians 3.1-4; Matthew 28.1-10

Transformation in Christ
Darkness to Light. Emptiness to Fullness. Death to Life. Absence to Presence. These transformations describe the movement from Good Friday to Easter Sunday - from the death of Jesus - to the still point - to the new day when Jesus is first thought to be absent, then barely noticed, then seen and heard for who he is: the Risen Christ.

The simple yet profound joy of Easter is that we die and rise with Christ to a new dawn and a new day. We are invited to be a community of light and lightness of being in Christ; to give glory to God by living fully; to be aware of his presence within and between us and even to embody his presence in the assurance of the resurrection to eternal life. We are the body of Christ.

Question: In what ways am I moving towards transformation in my life?
· Pray for those in transition that they may see a light for their path to fullness of life.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe, the Anglican Church of Korea.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
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	Your used and mint postage stamps are 
valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       NSW 1230

 


The Second Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 27 April 2014
· Acts 2.14a, 22-32; Psalm 16;
1 Peter 1.1-12; John 20.19-31

Believing is seeing

During the Easter Season we are encouraged by the first apostles to embrace the good news of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is a new birth into a living hope, tested by fire or in other words by the present difficulties we face. Our new birth into a living hope is a visible prophetic witness to the grace of the Spirit of Christ within and between us.

While this message is rich with meaning, the words of the Risen Christ are simple: peace be with you.  In the midst of the realities of fear and doubt, the gift of the Spirit is real and present; the gift of peace and the gift of mission: so I send you. Believing can be a way of seeing and our hope and peace in Christ are our companions as we engage in mission together.
Question: In what ways do we know in our lives that believing is a way of seeing?
· Pray for people who are troubled by fear and doubt, that the Spirit of Christ will arise within them and bring peace.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Third Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 4 May 2014
· Acts 2.14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 11-18; 
1 Peter 1.13-25; 
Luke 24.13-35 or Matthew 28.8-15a 
Journeying with Christ

In our journey of faith and life we often experience the mystery and wonder of the stranger. 

Sometimes our engagement with the stranger is to tell them what we know and sometimes we listen to what they have to say to us. While both can be a form of hospitality, when we find time and space to listen attentively to the stranger we can learn more about our own story simply by embracing theirs. 

The stranger may be a person of a different culture and experience, perhaps an Aboriginal person, a newly arrived refugee, a neighbour, colleague, parishioner or a passer-by on the road. On the Emmaus road, the Risen Jesus was revealed to the disciples as a stranger, listener, story-teller and companion who gave a blessing and shared the bread of life - with them – and us. This could be true for us too next time we find time and make room for a stranger.
Question: In what ways are we invited to listen to the voice of the stranger at this time?
· Pray for the grace to be attentive to the other, to the stranger in our midst, that we may hear their story and let it resonate with our own.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
– Sunday 11 May 2014
· Acts 2.42-27; Psalm 23;
1 Peter 2.1-10; John 10.1-10 
Pastoral Care

As in the early church ministry of pastoral care is a foundation of our life as a community of faith. Pastoral Care includes an emphasis on a gathered community, the offering of compassion and empathy and the leadership of people who care. Our engagement in pastoral care is as strong as our relationships with each other. Our common life and mutual care is expressed in the companionship of the table where bread is broken and in the foundations of a spiritual house where we are living stones. 

Pastoral care can result in both personal empowerment and social advocacy for positive change. Jesus is both the Good Shepherd and the Gate of the Sheep. Jesus gives us access to what we need to be a genuine community of faith as we listen to his voice and know him as the true source of our salvation and our wellbeing. This ultimately leads to fullness of life in Christ and with each other as companions and living stones in God’s house.
Questions: How do we engage in pastoral care as givers and receivers? How can we make pastoral care more accessible to people beyond our community of faith?
· Pray for those who seek and offer pastoral care that they may find each other and together gain access to a genuine community of love in Jesus Christ.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
– Sunday 18 May 2014

· Acts 7.55-60; Psalm 31.1-5, 17-18;
1 Peter 2.11-25; John 14.1-14
Greater Works

The freedom of our life in Christ is something we cherish at least as an ideal if not a present reality. We know we are subject to civic authorities. Sometimes systems designed to help and protect us can hinder and harm us. As Christians we are called to live out our faith in the context of the wider community. We may enjoy our freedoms, endure pain and injustice, actively seek a better way and discern the choices we have as we participate in life together as church and community.

Jesus asks us not to be troubled as he goes to prepare a place for us. Consciously living with Christ begins when we recognize Jesus as the way the truth and life for us. In the mutual indwelling of Jesus and the Creator we realize that the one who is sent and the one who sends is one and the same. This is also the place where our mission begins as we too are sent. We are invited to go on an amazing journey of faith, where in God’s love we will do ‘even greater works’ and that all we really need to do is ask.

Question: What ‘greater works’ do you feel passionate about in the life of your community and the life of the church?

· Pray for those who are troubled in their hearts at personal pain or social injustice that we together may do even greater works and have the courage to ask God to be present in our struggles.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
– Sunday 25 May 2014

· Acts 17.22-31; Psalm 66.7-19;
1 Peter 3.8-22; John 14.15-21
Mutual Indwelling

Intimate human relationships can demonstrate a strong, visible sense of the oneness of the two. Through a variety of human relationships two people can be so much ‘in sync’ with each other that they may know each other’s thoughts without even speaking. This human experience of the same intimacy through various kinds of love is reflected in what Jesus says about his relationship with his heavenly Father. Jesus speaks of an intimate relationship of mutual indwelling and oneness of the two. This is a magnificent oneness between creator and created, heaven and earth, life in the body and life in the Spirit.  

Intimate human relationships can also demonstrate grace and giftedness both within the relationship itself and beyond it that is visible to others and seen as a gift to the community as a whole. The intimate relationship between Jesus and the Father brings forth the gift of the Spirit of Truth, another Advocate who abides with us all. The Advocate is for us and speaks on our behalf when we cannot speak for ourselves. The Advocate is revealed to us as we seek to abide in God’s love and to keep God’s commandments as our pathway to intimacy with God and freedom in the Spirit of Truth.

Question: Where do we experience intimacy with others and with God and how do we celebrate this?
· Prayer: Thanksgiving for the blessing of mutual indwelling with other people and with God and heartfelt prayer for people who feel this is missing from their lives, that the Advocate may come.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
– Sunday 1 June 2014

· Acts 1.6-14; Psalm 68.1-10, 32-35;
1 Peter 5; John 17.1-11 
True God

In the midst of the joy of the Easter season we are reminded that the death of Jesus, his willingness to give up his life for us is the heart of our salvation and of Jesus’ desire to give glory to God his heavenly Father. The resurrection and the promise of eternal life is a consequence of Jesus’ recognition that his own human life comes from God. Jesus is sent by God in an extraordinary act of love. Jesus recognizes that his glory depends entirely on his mutual indwelling in God. This is a mystery we may find difficult to fathom completely. 

Our response is to embrace as far as we can the mystery that God is one; that God is a sending God who sent Jesus; that while Jesus is no longer visible as a single human being in the world, we are in the world and called to be one as God is one; that we are called to be sent as God sent Jesus; that we are no longer simply single human beings but are a community of faith. In all this we strive to know the God of Jesus as the one true God in the divine humanity of Jesus and in our own humanity and invitation to share in the divinity of Christ.

Question: In what ways can we say with Jesus that everything that has been given to us is from God?
· Pray for people who find the mystery of God difficult as it relates to the reality of life in the world, that an awakening of our life and mission in God may be more fully known.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of 
the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 
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Pentecost 
– Sunday 8 June 2014

· Acts 2.1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; 
Psalm 104.26-36
1 Corinthians 12.1-13 or Acts 2.1-21
John 20.19-23 or John 7.37-52
Our life in community is held together where the many are one and human diversity draws us into unity. As the human body is many and one so is the body of humanity. The feast of Pentecost includes a diversity of language and understanding, leadership and prophecy and gifts of ministry. Holy Spirit is given and received as a powerful gift: to forgive or retain sin; to heal or divide; to create and quench a thirst for unity borne of peace and justice.

Being church in Australia is associated with a diversity of experiences. Alongside concern for the sustainability and ageing of our congregations are emerging examples of diverse ways of gathering, liturgy and community engagement. Culturally diverse congregations are emerging with opportunities to hear and learn how God is worshipped in different languages and forms; to appreciate different expressions of music, movement and spiritual connection. 
The movement of the Holy Spirit is still at work among us, inviting and empowering us all to be leaders and to prophesy in the present age. We should not be astonished by the sense of disturbance that this change can bring for that is the nature of the Holy Spirit. We are invited to move from tolerance to acceptance to celebration as we seek to embrace our unity in diversity.

Question: Where do we find an opportunity to engage more fully in ‘unity in diversity’ in our experience of the community of faith?

· Pray for those who are striving to move in various ways from tolerance to acceptance to the celebration of various forms of human diversity, that the Spirit will guide us all to unity.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 

Trinity Sunday 
– Sunday 15 June 2014

· Exodus 34.1-8; 
The Song of the Three Young Men 29-34;
2 Corinthians 13.11-13; Matthew 28.16-20
Community of Love
Our understanding of the mystery of God is never complete. Our attempts to express this mystery are inadequate but they are enough to stir our imaginations and engage us in the dynamic of worship. The Trinity is a classic way of approaching the mystery of God. God is personal and relational but cannot be contained. God is capable of mutuality and outreach within and beyond God’s self.  God is the end and the beginning; immanent and transcendent; the sending God who is sent and is still sending: Creator, Redeemer, Spirit.

God is a community of love. As people made in the image of God we are likewise called to be a community of love. We call this the ecclesia, the church, the community of faith and action. Jesus is for us the author and founder of our life together as Christians. Our common mission is to make disciples of ourselves and others; to baptize in the name of the Trinity, to welcome others into the community of love in God’s image. We are reassured in this mission that God is who God is who God will be. God will be present with us to the end of the age.

Questions: Where do we find opportunities to engage in a community of love? Where do we seek and find God in this experience?
· Prayer: Give thanks to God for our Creation and Redemption and the gift of the Spirit within, between and beyond us and remember those who seek the gift of Baptism into Christ. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of La Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippines Independent Church.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 
The Second Sunday after Pentecost 
– Sunday 22 June 2014

· Genesis 21.8-21; Psalm 86.1-10, 16-17;
Romans 6.1-11; Matthew 10.24-39
Finding and Losing
The good news of Jesus Christ confronts us with challenging opposites. If we want to save or to find our life we must be ready to lose it. Elsewhere we hear that if we want to be first in God’s reign of love we must be last; we must die to sin in order to live to God. We are confronted by the Gospel to do the very opposite of what appears natural to us – to forget self-preservation and protection; to let go and let it be. This confronts our desire to control and cajole; to have our own way and to make things ‘right’.
Following Jesus is not easy. A cross of some kind is involved. Sometimes we lead and sometimes we are led. We may face trouble with those with whom we live and love. We are confronted by challenging opposites and by a life that is less than it should be. We are never alone in this. It is a common human experience.  We are always finding and losing our way. There are moments of sadness and loss where we take up the cross and follow.  There are moments of delight where we find ourselves again and we rejoice and rise up. In all things, thanks be to God!

Question: What is our present experience of finding and losing in our personal life and our life together as a community of faith and action?

· Pray for those people you know who carry a heavy cross as this time, that you may support them in your prayer and presence, and that they may find their way into fullness of life again.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 
Either –

The Third Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 29 June 2014

· Genesis 22.1-14; Psalm 13;
Romans 6.12-23; Matthew 10.40-42 
The Gift of Hospitality
You may have heard somewhere of the three R’s of mission. They are as follows: relationship, relationship, relationship!!! We are part of a community, whether the community of humanity or the community of Christ. We are givers and receivers of the gift of hospitality. Jesus reminds us that to welcome him into our lives is to welcome God. A simple act of hospitality, such as a cup of cold water, can make all the difference to an unknown wayfarer, a travelling disciple or a member of our own community. 

Welcome and hospitality means being open to the ‘angels unawares’ who may cross our paths.  It is not just what we are prepared to give which can make the difference, but also what we are prepared to receive from others that can open up this gift. The freedom we have to give and receive the gift of hospitality should never be taken for granted. In following Jesus, we are sometimes invited to prepare a place for others in our lives and our homes. At other times we are invited to be guests and though we may feel ourselves uncertain or unworthy, our best response is to simply sit and eat with thanksgiving.

Question: How are we already involved in the gift of hospitality as a mutual experience of giving and receiving? In what ways do we feel motivated or challenged to take this a further step?
· Pray for those who are isolated or unwelcome and for those who feel unable to offer hospitality to others, that they may find a place where they can find each other and find life together. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong
Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 
Or –

SS Peter and Paul, Apostles and Martyrs
– Sunday 29 June 2014

· Acts 12.1-11 or Ezekiel 34.11-16;
Psalm 87 or Psalm 34.1-10;
Acts 9.32-43; John 21.15-22 
Depths of Love
Jesus’ threefold love question to Peter is a powerful symbol of the depths of love which are possible and necessary in our relationship with God. Each time, there is a deepening of Jesus’ question and Peter’s response as if to purge his earlier threefold denial. Jesus makes the implications of Peter’s deepening response evident. Peter is to make this love manifest by a deeper engagement in his mission. Feed my lambs, tend my sheep and feed my sheep can be seen to indicate different aspects of mission as nurture, gathering and trust building which are among the essentials of being a community of faith and action.  

As we seek to engage in God’s mission, we may find ourselves led to a place we would rather not go. It may seem like an end to what is familiar and comfortable. Yet different ways of nurturing, gathering and trust building could be what takes us from the present to the future. 

In the Australian community the National Apology to the Stolen Generations in 2008 contained within it a threefold expression of apology which itself has the kind of power this threefold affirmation has. As we collectively say ‘we are sorry; we are sorry; we are sorry’ we pave the way for a new relationship between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians as we move to greater recognition and reconciliation in the days to come.

Question: Where can we imagine an opportunity to deepen our engagement in mission through greater nurture, gathering and trust building in the community of faith and action?

· Pray for a willingness to explore the depths of our love for God, each other and ourselves as we face the uncertainties of the future in our lives, the life of our church and the community as a whole.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan.

Text: 
Peter Burke, Anglicare SA
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014 
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This quarter’s Pew Reflections have been written by Peter Burke, who is a longstanding friend of ABM. A sometime member of the Lent writers’ team and the Church to Church Committee, Peter is currently a member of the Partnerships Committee and the South Australian Provincial Committee for ABM.


We hope that you and your congregations will find that these pew reflections stimulate your thinking and your prayers for mission. May your lives be marked by spiritual development and growing discipleship throughout 2014. 


In Christ,


�


Robert McLean�Partnerships Coordinator





Peter Burke
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