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Rosemary King is a retired high school teacher. Having trained as a Physical Education teacher Rosemary soon added History and Geography to her teaching subjects. Then after graduating from Melbourne College of Divinity with a Bachelor of Divinity degree, she went on to teach Religion and Studies of Religion in both Catholic and Independent Schools. Alongside Studies of Religion she developed a passion for Service Learning. With the three years spent at St John's Theological College in Morpeth, and her many years of teaching experience behind her, she retired in 2013 to embrace the position of Lay Minister at St Paul's Anglican Church in Burwood, Sydney.
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Pew Reflections – Third Quarter 2014

6 July – 28 September
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 6 July 2014
· Genesis 24.34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45.10-17;
Romans 7.14-25; Matthew 11.15-19 (20-24) 25-30
Jesus commands us to listen as he paints a picture of daily life in Palestine telling his listeners that his deeds are misunderstood but ‘wisdom will be vindicated by her deeds.’  Read on and see what happens.

In verses 20-24 which can be omitted from this reading, we see cities being chastised for their lack of gratefulness, their reluctance for their people to repent of their sins and the comparison with other more grateful cities. Failing to show our gratitude is such a human failing. But that does not excuse it.  Verses 25-30 are captioned “Jesus Thanks His Father”. How often do we forget to say thank you? So much can be packed into those two little words.

Do we recognise the gifts God has given to us, or are we too weighed down with all that has gone wrong, all that is burdensome? Jesus invites us to give our burdens to him. If we do this then hopefully we should be able to see clearly.

When we think of a yoke we think of a collar, a collar that is not easily removed. There is the everyday image of the donkey, yoked ready to pull a heavy load, but Jesus tells those that have come to him, that by following him they can make their burdens lighter because he will take the heavy load. As their shepherd he carries their burdens for them.

Questions: Using an old colloquialism, can I see the wood for the trees? Am I able to look past the obstacles in my life? Am I able get past them?
· Pray for the ability to look at yourself honestly, to see yourself as Christ sees you.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 

Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 13 July 2014

· Genesis 25.19-34; Psalm 119.105-112;
Romans 8.1-11; Matthew 13.1-9 (10-17) 18-23
We need to listen very carefully…

Jesus is a good teacher, using images that his listeners are familiar with. In this case the poor and stony fields. He takes the example of the sandy, useless soils and compares it with the rich soils that have been prepared for planting. Then, drawing the parallel with the seeds that struggle to survive, he uses them as a metaphor for nurturing people in faith and seeing their faith grow according to their preparation. It is the same today. Some people come and then go, others stay for a while until the going gets challenging and they move on but others take root and their faith grows as the church and its members nurture them.

If we want God’s Kingdom to take root in our lives and in the lives of our parishes then we must nurture everyone, not just the people we like but those also who we would rather walk away from.

Today’s parable is a metaphor for Christian communities. In order for them to grow to maturity they must be nurtured. Unless they are fed and looked after they will not grow.

Questions: Am I the person who gets so enthusiastic at the first mention of something new, but then get bored and move on, or do I hang around until the going gets tough and then lose interest? Or do I consider what I hear, think on it, let it sit for a while, decide it feels good and then lay down roots, as does the seed that falls on good soil? Do I hear the word and having pondered for some time become committed and go on to bear much fruit? What am I doing to nurture the Kingdom of God in my parish?
· Pray for clarity of thinking and determination to stay the distance
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Japan, the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 20 July 2014

· Genesis 28.10-19a; Psalm 139.1-11, 23-24; 
Romans 8.12-25; 
Matthew 13.24-30 (31-33) 36-43

The Weeds among the Wheat 

Again we are instructed to listen. Again Jesus tells a parable but then he has to explain it for his disciples do not understand. Again he uses the environment that his listeners are familiar with - the fields – the everyday life of the subsistence farmer. 

Does this story sound familiar? It should because it is our lives, the wheat and the weeds. We are a mixture of good and bad, in different proportions. There are times when each of us struggles in this world, but how wisely do we make use of our opportunities? But it is at these difficult times that it is so hard to see what we have been given. We must watch out for the weeds that poison us and curtail that which is so good in each of us.

No one or no group is perfect but there is no place for evil deeds, these will bring separation from God and as he tells us he will cull the weeds from the grain.   

Question: Can I cut the weeds from my life or do I only see the weeds in others’ lives?
· Pray for discernment to see the weeds within
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
	[image: image2.jpg]@ e
st

LB

£,

(73]
BV
L

I

i =

; Wl 1
A I
v | ' Il
‘I.I Bk
Y
: - .
. &

Verige.

Ly
(=1
o
<
L)
=
L
giL=
=
al

N
e

|

40

-







	Your used and mint postage stamps are 
valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.
Please trim used stamps with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       NSW 1230
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The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday 27 July 2014

· Genesis 29.15-28; Psalm 105.1-11 or Psalm 128; Romans 8.26-39; Matthew 13.44-58
Jesus is indeed the master story teller as he weaves more images that tell us about the Kingdom of God, with three parables concerning wealth. Here we are reminded that the comfortable life, the seeking after wealth, is not where the Kingdom is to be found. It will be found in the small, the unloved, the unnoticed, in the midst of the brokenness of this world. 

But those closest to him still miss the point – they do not see, they do not hear.
Jesus demands everything from us; not just a one off effort that is ephemeral, withering and dying in the poor soils, but commitment to the long haul.

Question: How can we live in this world and yet give up everything and follow Christ in this day and age?
· Pray for the oppressed and the marginalised, the poor and the unloved 

· Pray for the Philippines Independent Church, La Iglesia Filipina Independiente, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday 3 August 2014

· Genesis 32.22-31; Psalm 17.1-7,16
Romans 9.1-8 (9-16); Matthew 14.13-21

The Feeding of the Five Thousand

Jesus has sought solitude, to regroup and gather his thoughts but the crowds follow him. Instead of getting angry and sending them away he gets out of the boat and meets them on the shoreline. Imagine what it is like when work has been frantically busy, or the children seem to have been taking every minute of your waking day and you are crying out for a few moments to yourself. But Jesus gives of himself and comes ashore. His compassionate nature comes to the fore as he cures their sick.
This parable not only engages our brain but calls us to action as Jesus feels compassion for the many who have followed him. Not only does he feed their souls but he feeds their mortal bodies by making sure that they have food to eat. But it is also the fore shadowing of the Eucharist – note how he takes the food, looks up to heaven and blesses and breaks the bread, thus anticipating both the Last Supper and the Eucharist. Right then and there they are given the ‘bread of life’ both physically and spiritually. They have been given their ‘daily bread’.

God will fill the emptiness of our human hearts.

But Jesus’ actions do not finish there, for in this blessing and breaking of bread he is anticipating eternal life that we will have in the Kingdom of God where everyone will be able to share in the heavenly banquet. 

Questions: Does your community make the link between being nourished in the Eucharist and the feeding of the hungry? What can be done to further address the issue of both local and global famine?
· Pray for our knowledge concerning the issues of global hunger to be put into action.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 10 August 2014
· Genesis 37.1-4,12-28; Psalm 105.1-6,16-22;
Romans 10.4-15; Matthew 14.22-36

Jesus walks on water

This story is set on and around the Sea of Galilee.

Finally Jesus gets some peace and quiet when he goes up the mountain by himself to pray. However it has been anything but peaceful for his disciples who have had a rough night being tossed around in their boat. The Sea of Galilee is noted for it unpredictable winds and dangerous waters so when we think of Jesus calmly walking across the water to his disciples – there was no millpond, no calm glassy surface as is so often portrayed in modern accounts of this story. It was much more likely to have been rough and wild and extremely dangerous. 

Peter tests Jesus in saying if it is indeed him then command him, Peter, to come to him by walking across the water to him. Briefly all goes well, but something happens, in this case a very strong gust of wind and Peter gets frightened and he starts to sink.

If this can happen to Peter, who was to become the head of the church, it can happen to us. We would do well to remember that even the leaders have times of doubt, just as we do. This is another metaphor for life.  When we lose confidence in ourselves or in others, we have to cope with the consequences. Reach out in faith to the Lord. He will walk beside us in the difficulties of life.

Question: Where do I find that solitude that my heart cries out for?
· Pray that you may grow in your love of God and that your faith may be strengthened by all life’s adventures.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 17 August 2014

· Genesis 45.1-15; Psalm 133; 
Romans 11.13-32 (33-36);
Matthew 15 (10-20) 21-28

The Canaanite woman’s faith

This woman is a foreigner, she has no place among these people. Neither, as a woman does she have any social status. But she is desperate to find someone who can cure her daughter. How must she feel? What about parents today who find themselves with a child with a seemingly incurable illness. Won’t they do everything in their power to get their child the treatment they need? What must it feel like to be without hope? 

But this woman really believes that Jesus can heal her daughter and for her faith and her persistence Jesus heals her daughter. For God is a God of love and of mercy. 

Questions: Who are the people crying out for mercy in today’s world? Consider people of other faiths, nationalities, or those subject to gender discrimination.
· Pray for those who suffer from incurable illness, that they might find God’s peace in their lives.  Pray for those at the forefront of the research programs that will bring cures yet unknown.
· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 24 August 2014
· Exodus 1.8-2.10; Psalm 124
Romans 12.1-8; Matthew 16.13-20

The Son of Man

To name something is to give it identity, it’s about ownership, it’s about being ‘real’. Naming can be such a powerful tool. And so Jesus uses this literary device here. Not only with himself but also with Peter.

Jesus asks ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is’? And we get the usual historical and honourable responses based on their knowledge of the scriptures. But they fall short of the mark.  Then Jesus turns it on his disciples asking them specifically “who do you say that I am”? It was Simon Peter who publically declares that Jesus was the Christ, ‘the Messiah, the Son of the Living God’. God has revealed this to him and Peter has put it out there. He has named him. Jesus is the long awaited Messiah.

Now Jesus makes moves towards handing over authority to Peter when he blesses him and names him Peter and tells him that he will give Peter the Keys of Heaven and build his church on this rock. Powerfully symbolic, the name Peter, Cephas, means the rock.

But Jesus is not ready to go public just yet, commanding his disciples to tell no one.

Now for the first time we see Jesus as God in all his humanity, now we will be able to relate more closely with the man Jesus. 

Question: How does knowing that the Church is built on firm foundations encourage you for the future?
· Pray for confidence in your journey of faith, asking that you may recognise the work of the Messiah in your life and in the world.
· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma), giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 31 August 2014

· Exodus 3.1-15; Psalm 105.1-6,23-26
Romans 12.9-21; Matthew 16.21-28

Whilst Peter has just named Jesus as the Messiah this is in many ways the beginning of the story, not the end of it, for Peter still doesn’t understand that Jesus must die at the hands of his enemies. He is very protective of Jesus and wants to keep him out of harm’s way but Jesus tells him that this attitude is only getting in the way of what must be allowed to play out. 

Jesus challenges his disciples – are they able to walk this path with him or not? Jesus challenges us to exactly the same choice, will we follow him or not?

The church will be judged according to the fidelity of its discipleship, being a Christian will cost, not only to individuals but to the church as a body. No longer could the church come under the umbrella of Judaism. An era of persecution was to come as it still does today in many parts of the world.

Questions: Have you ever been called to account for your faith? What did you do or say? How did it turn out? Have you ever taken a risk for the Gospel?
· Pray for those for whom it really costs to be a Christian. 
· Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa (where ABM works with the Zambia Anglican Council which governs the Anglican work in Zambia), giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 7 September 2014

· Exodus 12.1-14; Psalm 149; 
Romans 13.1-10; Matthew 18.10-20

Verses 10-14   
The Parable of the Lost Sheep

A very familiar parable, often selected as one to tell young children. The use of sheep evokes a warm and cuddly feeling as the shepherd looks for it. So if one of your children wanders off when you are shopping do you not worry and look for it? You cannot relax until it is found and safely back in your care. The message here is stark and easy to see. Everyone is important to God.

Verses 15-21   
Whilst setting these instructions in the context of the church they are good guidelines for everyday life. It is more respectful to speak to someone privately to give them a chance to apologise or put a situation right than it is to publically announce the problem to all who can hear. We should try for reconciliation before resorting to other measures. Here common sense sets out an appropriate method for redress of wrongs. Hopefully things can be put right before a person has to walk away and treat the wrongdoer as an outsider. 

In order for reconciliation to take place both parties must be involved. Those that have been wronged must be able to forgive and those who have wronged the other must be able to recognise that what they have done was unacceptable and seek repentance. Only through prayer and careful discernment will this be truly possible.

Question: Think of two different examples, one where you have been the guilty party and another where you think you were wronged. Were these situations ever resolved and if so how did this come about?
· Pray for reconciliation in Australia, giving thanks for those organisations with a registered Reconciliation Action Plan
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 14 September 2014

· Exodus 14.19-31; 
Psalm 114 or Exodus 15.1-13,17-18
Romans 14.1-14; Matthew 18.21-35

Remember that commandment that you learnt as a young child, often taught to you by your parents to help you understand how to treat others: “Do unto others as you would have them do to you”. This is a classic example of the slave ignoring this to his own detriment. Not only must we forgive others but that forgiveness must be more than lip service. It must come from the heart. You must truly mean it. And remember, we are accountable to the Father.

Cancelling debt has strong Christian overtones. Think about the debts that have been incurred by developing countries who are faced with insurmountable debts that they will never be able to pay off. 

This parable would be incomplete without introducing the concept of mercy which as Christians should be central to our daily living. A traditional form of the Lord’s Prayer asks God to “… forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” Remember to be merciful to others as we would have them be to us.

Questions: As a global community what should we do about the countries who are ‘drowning’ in debt. How can the developed world help them to establish themselves on a firm financial footing and what can we as a community of faith do to encourage this to happen?
· Pray for efforts to root out graft and corruption by improvements in accountability and transparency. Pray for Transparency International’s work.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Korea, the Daehan Song Gong Hoe, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 21 September 2014

· Exodus 16.2-15; Psalm 105.1-6,37-45;
Philippians 1 or 1.21-30; Matthew  20.1-16

The Labourers in the Vineyard

A troubling parable for many, but it need not be.

Each worker is treated fairly and justly. The labourers employed at the beginning of the day were paid the wage that was agreed upon. The problem occurs when the owner of the vineyard takes pity on those labourers who did not get a day’s work. His generosity in employing them even at the end of the day causes jealously amongst those who have worked hard all day and probably in considerable heat. They are tired and grumpy and no doubt wish they had only had to work for one hour to get the same amount of money that they had laboured all day for.

But as Jesus points out, does not the owner have the right to pay these late comers whatever he wishes? Of course he does! The owner of the vineyard shows great generosity of spirit in giving to these men dignity in working rather than just giving them a hand out. Self-respect is so important. The original group of labourers were forgetting that and seeing this only through their own eyes, rather than being at all empathetic.

Questions: To those of you who are employers you no doubt believe you deal justly and fairly with all your workers, but do you deal with them compassionately? What advice would you give to someone just starting up in business who needed to employ a work force?
· Pray for those people who are unemployed or under-employed. Pray for those who are overworked or otherwise ill-treated by their employer.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
– Sunday 28 September 2014

· Exodus 17.1-7; Psalm 78.1-4,11-16; 
Philippians 2 or 2.1-13; Matthew 21.23-32

The Authority of Jesus is Questioned – vv 23-27
The temple officials fear that Jesus is really becoming a trouble maker, after all their challenging of Jesus’ authority comes just after Jesus has turned over the tables of the merchants and the money changers in the temple forecourt. They see a trap in Jesus’ question to them but rather than make a mistake they chose not to answer and so Jesus does not give them the answer that they requested. Instead he goes on to tell the following parable.

The Authority of Jesus is Questioned – vv 23-27

There are two things that are being questioned here – honour and obedience. The first son dishonoured their father by publically refusing his request. The second son showed his father honour, but then failed to do as he had been promised. But the first son repented and went to work in the vineyard as requested. Hence it was the first son that did the will of the Father. There will always be room for those that repent.

Those in the Temple are more like the second son who want to be seen to do the right thing, but, for whatever their reason, do not follow through. In effect they ended up by dishonouring God.

Questions: How often have we promised to do something without having any intention of following through on our commitment? Who has shamed whom?
· Pray that all Christians will show God honour, repenting first, if necessary. 

· Pray for the Amity Foundation (ABM’s partner in China), giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
Rosemary King, St Paul’s Burwood, Sydney
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2014
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It is a great joy to present the third quarter set of ABM’s Pew Reflections. We hope that you and your congregations will find that they stimulate your thinking and your prayers for mission. 


May your lives be marked by spiritual development and growing discipleship as we journey with the Church towards Michaelmas. 


In Christ,


�


Robert McLean�Partnerships Coordinator





Rosemary King with a friendly meerkat
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