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	1 July – 29 September 2015

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2015
(Year B)

	Written by 
an anonymous Anglican


I am very happy to be able to present the third quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2015. 
We hope that you and your congregations find these reflections stimulating as you read them together with the Scriptures. We encourage you to use them as a starting point as you study God’s word. It is our hope that they assist you to pray for God’s mission and encourage you to join in with what God is doing throughout the world today.

May you find them useful as we travel with God through this ‘green season’.

In Christ,

[image: image3.emf]
Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator
How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Example 2

This quarter’s Pew Reflections are courtesy of ABM and the writer wishes to remain anonymous. 

Pew Reflections – Third Quarter 2015

1 July – 29 September

The Coming of the Light – Commemoration of the First Missionaries to the Torres Strait
– Wednesday 1 July 2015

· Isaiah 58.8-11; Psalm 27
2 Corinthians 4.5-6; John 12.35-47

The Psalmist sees that God gives guidance and saves. Overwhelmed and in response, the Psalmist asks that he might be with God for his whole life in order to see God’s beauty and to discern God’s will. May that be our prayer also.

· Pray for those who respond to God, for those who seek God’s beauty, and those who seek to discern God’s will.

· Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
St Thomas, Apostle and Martyr – if not observed on 21 December
– Friday 3 July 2015 
· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29

The Psalmist tells us that the loving-kindness of God toward us is great. When we reflect, can we see how God has always been there with us in our lives, even in (perhaps especially in) the most challenging of times?

· Pray for those who live with great difficulties, asking that God’s presence might be known by them. 

· Pray for the Amity Foundation in China, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost     
[Ordinary Sunday 14]
– Sunday 5 July 2015 

· 2 Samuel  5.1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48
2 Corinthians 12.2-10; Mark 6.1-13

The Psalmist tells us to ‘walk about Zion, go round about her …’ so that we might tell others about what kind of a God we have, one who guides us for ever. A pilgrimage to the holy sites in Jerusalem makes one realise that it is a place where our God has acted and the Church has commemorated those acts, over many centuries.
· Pray for St George’s Anglican College in Jerusalem, which is a place of education, pilgrimage, hospitality and reconciliation in the Land of the Holy One 
(see www.saintgeorgescollegejerusalem.comsgcjerusalem)

· Pray for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost     
[OS 15]
– Sunday 12 July 2015 

· 2  Samuel 6. 1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24
Ephesians 1.1-14; Mark 6.14-29

In her famous prayer, St Teresa of Ávila reminds us that Christ has no body but ours, no hands, no feet on earth but ours. The Psalmist tells us that the ‘earth is the Lord’s’ and so we have a duty to care for it as we are God’s agents – the Body of Christ here on earth. We need to improve our stewardship and strive to live sustainably.

· Pray for the work of the Anglican Communion Environmental Network (see acen.anglicancommunion.org)

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Australia, giving thanks for all that is done in the twenty-three dioceses of our Church to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost     
[OS 16]
– Sunday 19 July 2015 

· 2 Samuel 7. 1-14a; Psalm 89. 21-38
Ephesians 2.11-22; Mark 6.30-34, 53-56

The Psalmist tells us that King David will call the Almighty his father, his God, and his salvation. May we too have an intimate relationship with God, one that is also filled with awe for his saving power.

· Pray that everyone may deepen their relationship with God this year.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
St Mary Magdalene
– Wednesday 22 July 2015  
· Songs of Songs 3.1-4a; Psalm 63
2 Corinthians 5.14-21;  John 20.1-18 

Poor Mary Magdalene! Long seen by the Church in the West as a whore, rather inexplicably as the Bible says nothing to suggest it, her reputation is now rehabilitated because of closer study of Scripture. As the Psalmist says, ‘the mouths of liars shall be stopped’. Like the Orthodox Churches, may we see her as ‘Equal to the Apostles’. 
· Pray for all whose reputations have been unfairly maligned in the press and on social media; and pray for all biblical scholars.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

St James, Apostle and Martyr
– Saturday 25 July 2015 
·  Jeremiah 45; Psalm  126
Either Acts 11.27 – 12.3 or 2 Corinthians 4.7-15
Matthew 20.20-28

The Psalmist assures us that those who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy. May God wipe away the tears of the sorrowful and restore them to fullness of life.

· Pray for the sorrowful and the depressed, seeking ways to assist them.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015


The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 17]
– Sunday 26 July 2015 

· 2 Samuel 11.1-15; Psalm  14
Ephesians 3.14-21; John 6.1-21

The Psalmist tells us that God is with the ‘company of the righteous’ and so for us to be with God we need to be among them. We need to be just, kind and humble (Micah 6.8) and not follow King David’s example of self-centred iniquity.  

· Pray for the grace to be just, kind and humble in whatever you do.

· Pray for the Church of Bangladesh, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 18]
– Sunday 2 August 2015 
·  2 Samuel 11.26 – 12.13a; Psalm  51.1-12
Ephesians 4.1-16 John 6.24-35 

Today’s psalm is one of contrition and is said to have been written by King David to express his repentance over having behaved so wickedly concerning Uriah the Hittite and his wife, Bathsheba. May we also repent when we have done what is iniquitous in God’s eyes. 

· Pray for those who find themselves being victimised by the authorities in their own countries.

· Pray for the Church of Ceylon, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
St Stephen, Deacon and Martyr – if not observed on 26 December
– Monday 3 August 2015 
· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm  31.1-8
Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-60;  Matthew 10.17-22

The Psalmist says, ‘I hate those that clutch vain idols but my trust is in the Lord’. May our trust be in the Lord too, eschewing the idols of prestige, wealth and power. Like St Stephen, may we endure to the end, no matter what the cost.

· Pray for all deacons and archdeacons. Giving thanks for their ministries.

· Pray for the Church of North India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015


The Transfiguration of our Lord
– Thursday 6 August 2015 

· Daniel  7.9-10, 13-14; Psalm  97
2 Peter 1.16-19 (20-21); Mark 9.2-10

Since 1945 the Feast of the Transfiguration has been inextricably linked with the bombing of Hiroshima which occurred on this day. Thus it has become a day of contrasts – sacred and profane, good and evil, light and darkness. May we note the Psalmist’s proclamation that the Lord loves those who hate evil.
· Pray for the ability to distinguish the holy from the hellish, and for the grace to fill your heart with that which is good.
· Pray for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 19]
– Sunday 9 August 2015 
· 2 Samuel 18.5-9, 14, 31-33; Psalm 130
Ephesians 4.25 – 5.2; John 6.35, 41-51

Even in utter despair the Psalmist finds hope, telling us that with the Lord there is mercy, forgiveness, and ample redemption. May we realize this, knowing that we can start with a clean slate in God’s eyes, if we would only put our trust in the divine mercy.

· Pray that you will be merciful whenever the opportunity arises this week. Pray that others will forgive your offences this week.

· Pray for the Church of Pakistan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

St Mary, Mother of our Lord
– Saturday 15 August 2015 

·  Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3; Either Psalm 113 or the Song of Mary
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.1-7

Both the Psalmist’s words, and the Song of Mary (the Magnificat) make it plain that God’s heart has a special place for the poor. God raises them up to lofty places. We see this particularly in Mary, the peasant teenager through whom God decided to take on human flesh, becoming one of us. 

· Pray that like Mary, you will bring God to birth in the world around you. 

· Pray for the Church of South India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 [OS 20]
– Sunday 16 August 2015 

· 1 Kings 2.10-12; 3.3-14; Psalm 111
Ephesians 5.11-21; John 6.51-58

Both the writer of 1 Kings and the Psalmist focus today on wisdom. The fear of the Lord is where it all starts, says the Psalmist. But it isn’t about being scared of God. The phrase means ‘the convergence of awe, reverence, adoration, honour, worship, confidence, thankfulness, love, and, yes, fear’ – the sort of reverence that fills the hearts of God’s followers and friends.

· Give thanks for all that causes you to be reverent in the presence of God

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 21]
–Sunday 23 August 2015 

· 1 Kings 8.22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84
Ephesians 6.10-20; John 6.56-69

Both the writer of 1 Kings and the Psalmist focus today on God’s house. How do you see your church? Is it a place where forgiveness is found? Is it a place where spending a day is better than spending a thousand elsewhere? Or is it a stained-glass fortress that exists to keep you safe from the wider community outside?
· Give thanks for those churches that play an active part in their communities, and pray for those who have become a ghetto of irrelevance. May the latter find a way to take their place helping God to convert the world through love and care of the community.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma), giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

St Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr
– Monday 24 August 2015 
· Deuteronomy 18.15-18; Psalm 145.10-18
Revelation 21.9b-14;  John 1.45-51

Today the Psalmist tells us that all living things are filled by God’s bounteous gift. And what is that? The gift of life itself. May we value the gift of life, promoting everything that encourages its fullness, and denying anything that prohibits life from flourishing.

· Pray that you will bring God’s offer of fullness of life to others whenever you have the chance and as you are able.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 22]
– Sunday 30 August 2015 

· Song of Songs 2.8-13; Psalm 45.1-2, 6-9
James 1.17-27; Mark 7.1-8, 14-23

Today’s Psalm is a wedding song, and is addressed to a king. Nonetheless we mere commoners can all be exhorted to ‘ride on in the cause of truth and for the sake of justice’. Our God is one who prefers that, rather than our filling our hearts with the evils of ‘fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride and folly’. 
· Pray for those who work to establish truth and to do justice, especially those in the forensic, police and legal professions.

· Pray for the Daehan Song Gong Hoe, the Anglican Church of Korea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
	





	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       NSW 1230

 

	









	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Twitter
	





	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links


The Martyrs of New Guinea
– Wednesday 2 September 2015 

· Zephaniah 3.14-20; Psalm 130
Romans 8. 33-39; John 12.20-32

One of the reasons the psalms are one of the most beloved parts of the Bible is that they contain all the emotions of the human heart from awe to cold-blooded hatred. The Psalmist today, though despondent, shows us that the Lord offers us hope even when things seem desperate.

· Pray for the clarity to find the hope that god offers us, even in times of crisis.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 23]
– Sunday 6 September 2015 

· Proverbs 22.1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125
James 2.1-10, 14-17; Mark 7.24-37

Today the Psalmist describes those who have faith in in God as being as stable as a mountain. Those who trust in God, who listen attentively for his voice have firmly grounded lives. But that isn’t enough: as the Epistle writer warns us, ‘faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead’.  

· Pray that you might not only believe but prove that belief by doing something concrete in Christ’s name.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 24]
– Sunday 13 September 2015 

· Either Proverbs 1.20-33 or Wisdom 7.26 – 8.1; Psalm 19 James 2.18-26; Mark 8.27-38

The last verse of today’s psalm (May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer) is often used as a pre-sermon prayer. Yet it is a prayer not just for preachers but for all of us to use daily – to help us to ensure our words and thoughts are always godly. 

· Pray for godliness of speech and thought throughout this week.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015


Holy Cross Day
– Monday 14 September 2015 

· Numbers 21.4b-9; Either Psalm 78.1-2, 34-48 or 98.1-6; Either 1 Corinthians 1.18-24 or Philippians 2.5-11; 
 John 3.13-17

Psalm 98 is a song of praise, and today is a day which celebrates our joy in the salvific power of the Cross. The date of the feast marks the dedication of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem in ad 335, one of the Emperor Constantine’s churches. This was a two-day festival: the consecration of the church began on 13 September, and the cross itself was brought outside on 14 September so that the clergy and faithful could venerate it.

· Give thanks for Christ’s saving work on the Cross and pray for the Christian communities who share the ministry of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem: Greek Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic, Syrian Orthodox, Coptic Orthodox, Ethiopian Orthodox and Roman Catholic.

· Pray for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 25]
– Sunday 20 September 2015 

· Proverbs  31.10-31; Psalm 1
James 3.1-12; Mark 9.30-37

The Psalmist tells us that those who are neither sinful nor scornful are like trees planted beside streams of water that yield their fruit in due season. It’s a lovely image. May you bear fruit that brings glory to God.  

· Pray for the courage to avoid all that prevents you from bearing fruit.

· Pray for the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015


St Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist and Martyr 
– Monday 21 September 2015 

· Proverbs 3.1-6; Psalm 19.1-6
Ephesians 4.1-14 Matthew 9.9-13

The composer Haydn set part of this text in his oratorio The Creation (‘The heavens are telling the glory of God’). Despite the inadequacies of the English translation (e.g. To day, that is coming, speaks it the day; the night, that is gone, to following night) Haydn’s music, suddenly in the major key, shows us how sunlight pierces everything and brightens. The second half of the psalm goes on to say that God’s law does the same thing to the soul. CS Lewis said of this psalm, ‘I take this to be the greatest poem in the Psalter and one of the greatest lyrics in the world’.
· Pray that your heart may be pierced by God’s healing light.

· Pray for Archbishop Philip Freier, Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia, as he heads the Anglican Church in this country.
Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
[OS 26]
– Sunday 27 September 2015 

· Esther 7.1-6, 9-10; 9.20-22; Psalm 124
James 5.12-20; Mark  9.38-50

There is a great danger in claiming that God is on your own side, but the Psalmist is claiming it in retrospect, having seen the hand of God in the events of Israelite history. 

· Pray for a spirit of wariness and suspicion when anyone claims that God is on their side, lest you should be led astray.

· Pray for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, as he leads the worldwide Anglican Communion.
Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

St Michael and All Angels
– Tuesday 29 September 2015 

· Either Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14 or Ezekiel 1.4-12; Psalm 138
Revelation 12.7-12a; John 1.45-51
Today, in the midst of a feast about angels, the Psalmist writes that at a time when he called upon the Lord, God gave an answer and put new strength within his soul. Those who have experienced crises will know this to be true. God is reliable and fortifies us in times of trouble.

· Pray for those in dark situations and those faced with tough decisions.

· Pray for ABM’s board, staff, volunteers, state and provincial and diocesan committee members, Auxiliary and Associate members.

Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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