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Dorothy Thorpe worked in Christian education, ministry formation and parish development for twenty years in the Diocese of Adelaide and was Ministry Development Officer in the Diocese of Willochra for five years from 2003. She has also been a secondary teacher in several states and overseas. In retirement, along with other things in church, community and family, she is a licensed lay minister and has been elected a Lay Canon of the Cathedral of St Peter and St Paul in the Diocese of Willochra. 
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1 January – 1 April
The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
– Thursday 1 January 2015

· Numbers 6.22-27; Psalm 8;
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.15-21

Like the shepherds Jesus was born in humble circum-stances. He came to share a life of poverty, oppression, opposition, and rejection. Seeing the potential and promise given to them in the life of the infant Jesus, the shepherds praised God and rejoiced.

· Pray that we may see the potential and hope that God offers in small things and humble circumstances.

· Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Second Sunday after Christmas
– Sunday 4 January 2015

· Jeremiah 31. 7-14 or Sirach 24.1-12; Psalm 147.12-20; Ephesians 1.3-14; John 1.(1-9) 10-18

Jesus’ words and works are the Father’s words and works of truth and grace. Christmas not only celebrates the miracle of Jesus’ birth but also the mystery of God’s self-disclosure in the One who was truly human.

· Give thanks for Jesus who was ‘truly human’ and pray that we may receive God’s truth and grace through him.

· Pray for the Amity Foundation in China, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Epiphany of our Lord
– Tuesday 6 January 2015

· Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12

The gentile wise men are on a religious quest. When they recognize the revelation of God in the Christ child, they are overwhelmed with joy, bow down to him and surrender what had been valuable to them. With changed lives, they set out on a new path home. 

· Pray for those who are seeking the truth about God, that they may meet Jesus and respond as the wise men did.

· Pray for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Baptism of our Lord 
[Ordinary Sunday 1]
– Sunday 11 January, 2015

· Genesis 1.1-5; Psalm 29;
Acts 19.1-7; Mark 1.4-11

Jesus interpreted the events of his baptism as a unique call to ministry.  It was a very personal experience. But Mark lets us into this secret from the beginning as we walk with Jesus to the crucifixion.
· Pray that we may see our own baptism as commissioning for ministry in the name of Christ.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Australia, giving thanks for all that is done in the twenty-three dioceses of our Church to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 2]
– Sunday 18 January, 2015

· 1 Samuel 3. 1-10 (11-20), Psalm 139. 1-5, 12-18;
1 Corinthians 6.12-20; John 1.43-51

It is not that Philip and Nathanael found the Christ, but that Jesus found them. And so it is with each of us. An invitation, a meeting, a time to answer doubts and a promise form the pattern – an example for us today.

· Thank God, that Jesus has found us and called us. Pray that like Philip we might invite others to come and see Jesus.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 3]
– Sunday 25 January, 2015

· Jonah 3.1-10; Psalm 62.5-12;
1 Corinthians 7.29-31; Mark 1.14-20

Jesus calls the fishermen to change their attitude (to turn around) and believe in the gospel. They respond to the challenge and walk with Jesus on a new path of love and compassion, a way of service and sacrifice.

· Give thanks for those who have set out on a new path with Jesus.  Pray for those who have not yet heard the words, ‘Repent and believe in the good news.’

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
[OS 4]
– Sunday 1 February, 2015

· Deuteronomy 18.15-20; Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8.1-13; Mark 1.21-28

A new teaching – with authority!  The exorcism is a graphic demonstration of that authority. Jesus’ word becomes Jesus’ deed.  The amazed congregation recognizes the source of Jesus’ authority just as the unclean spirits did.

· Pray that we might give Jesus authority in our 
own lives.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
– Monday 2 February 2015

· Malachi 3.1-4; Psalm 24 or 84; 
Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 2.22-40

Led by the Spirit, Simeon, devout and righteous, recognizes the Saviour for whom he has been waiting all his life. Now he can die in peace.  Devout Anna needs to share the good news. The good news of Jesus is both re-assuring and exciting. 

· Pray for the assurance of faith and the courage to share it.

· Pray for the Church of Bangladesh, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 5]
– 8 February, 2015

· Isaiah 40.21-31; Psalm 147.1-11;
1 Corinthians 9.16-23; Mark 1.29-39

Jesus rejects the temptation to be known only as a miracle-worker. The success of his healing ministry in Capernaum causes him to go aside for prayer to refocus on his primary purpose: to proclaim the kingdom of God. May we also be steadfast in our purpose of proclaiming the good news of Jesus.

· Pray that in our ministries we will focus on their purpose and not on our own popularity.

· Pray for the Church of Ceylon, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015


E I T H E R –
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany
– Sunday 15 February 2015

· 2 Kings 2.1-12; Psalm 50.1-6; 
2 Corinthians 4.3-12; Mark 9.2-9

Bewildered and terrified, Peter, James and John hear the voice of God proclaiming Jesus as his Son. God gives them one command, ‘Listen to him’. Only by really listening to Jesus will they and we discover the truth of Christ and his passion.

· Pray that we may listen to Jesus who calls us to share his suffering and glory.

· Pray for the Church of North India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

O R –
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 6]
– Sunday 15 February, 2015

· 2 Kings 5.1-14; Psalm 30;  
1 Corinthians 9.24-27; Mark 1.40-45

Compassion is Jesus’ code.  He is prepared to break the law to respond compassionately to the outcast leper. When does compassion guide your behaviour?  When do you and your church touch the ‘untouchables’ of your community?  When does compassion take precedence over rules?

· Pray that we may have the gift of compassion.

· Pray for the Church of Pakistan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015


Ash Wednesday
– Wednesday 18 February 2015

· Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58.1-12; 
Psalm 51.1-17; 2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10;
Matthew 6.1-6 (7-15) 16-21

Almsgiving, prayer and fasting: yes, all good things in your spiritual life. But Jesus warns about wrong purposes and practices in these things. He advises a piety which shows a quiet trust in God and a focus on the things of worth in God’s coming kingdom. How will you keep ‘a good Lent’ this year?

· Pray that this Lent you will focus on the things God values – love, forgiveness, mercy, justice …

· Pray for the Church of South India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The First Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 22 February, 2015

· Genesis 9.8-17; Psalm 25.1-10;
1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15

Jesus rejects the temptations of the devil and as a righteous man is immune from the attacks of wild beasts. He is fed by angels and is victorious over the powers of evil.  So, confirmed as God’s Son in baptism and strengthened in resolve, Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee with clear purpose. 

· Pray that the powers of evil in our world will be overcome by Christ.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015


St Matthias
– Thursday 26 February, 2015

· Acts 1.14-17, 20-26; Psalm 113;
Philippians 3.13-21;  John 15.9-17

The Father, Son and Spirit abide in love, and we who are children of God through the work of Jesus, abide in that same love. We who are friends of Jesus are called to become a community of loving friends. Is this so for your church?

· Pray that your church community will obey Jesus’ commandment to love one another.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma), giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Second Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 1 March, 2015

· Genesis 17.1-7; Psalm 22.24-32;
Romans 4.13-25; Mark 8.31-38

In our baptism (our covenant with God) we take on our Christian identity. We are to live as disciples of Christ and keep the faith.  The life of faith is modeled on the pattern of Jesus, the suffering servant, whose self-denying love for others led to the cross. 
· Pray that you will never be ashamed to own your Christian identity.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Third Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 8 March, 2015

· Exodus 20.1-17; Psalm 19;
1 Corinthians 1.18-25;  John 2.13-22

The Jews want a sign; the gentiles want a philosophy. Through the cross, God gave the greatest sign of all of his love and power and revealed the highest purpose of life. 

· Pray that we may experience the power of the cross and discern God’s purpose in the world.

· Pray for the Daehan Song Gong Hoe, the Anglican Church of Korea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 15 March, 2015

· Numbers 21.4-9; Psalm 107.1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2.1-10;  John 3.14-21

John asserts that the very sight of the suffering Jesus on the cross has power to bring people to repentance and faith, overwhelmed by the new life won for them. May we look at the cross of Christ and respond with repentance and faith.

· Pray that people will come to faith in Christ crucified.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

St Joseph
– Thursday 19 March, 2015

· 2 Samuel 7.4-16; Psalm 89.19-30
Romans 4.13-22; Matthew 1.18-25

Joseph is an exemplar of the just or righteous man, obedient to the ethical demands of the Law and obedient to God’s will. And so he becomes the agent of the love of God in his intimate role in the story of salvation through Jesus Christ.

· Pray that we may follow Joseph’s example and be just and obedient and agents of God’s love.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
– Sunday 22 March, 2015

· Jeremiah 31.31-34; Psalm 119.9-16;
Hebrews 5.5-14; John 12.20-33 

The suffering Jesus on the cross draws our hearts to respond to the love of the Father and we recognize the cross as the throne of glory. No longer is the law a code on tablets of stone, for the law of love is written on our hearts.

· Give thanks for the intimate relationship we have with God. Pray that we will trust and obey from the depths of our hearts.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 
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	YouTube
	

	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links



The Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary
– Wednesday 25 March, 2015

· Isaiah 7.10-14; Psalm 40.6-13;
Hebrews 10.4-10; Luke 1.26-38

Mary was perplexed by the angel’s words and questioned the truth of his promise to her.  Yet in faith she responded and believed that nothing is impossible with God. May we be like Mary and accept God’s promise to be with us in the impossible.

· Pray that we will respond in trust to God’s calling.

· Pray for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

Palm Sunday 
– Sunday 29 March, 2015

· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 31.9-18; Philippians 2.5-11;
Mark 14.1-15.27 or Mark 15.1-39 (40-47)

Christian humility is a strength not a weakness. The paradoxical power of humility is revealed in Jesus’ humble birth, his rejection of popularity, his washing of the disciples’ feet, his entry to Jerusalem on a donkey, his behavior before his accusers and his death on the cross. 

· Pray that the Spirit will strengthen us to overcome our rebellious pride and give God the honour and glory due to him.

· Pray for the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015


Holy Monday
– Monday 30 March, 2015

· Isaiah 42.1-9; Psalm 36.5-11; 
Hebrews 9.11-15; John 12.1-11

Out of gratitude for Jesus’ bringing Lazarus to life Mary makes the extravagant gesture of anointing Jesus with expensive nard and drying his feet with her hair. It is an act of worship, an offering of self and treasure to the one she recognizes as Lord.  May she be an example to us all.

· Pray that our homes will be filled with the perfume of our gratitude to Jesus.

· Pray for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

Holy Tuesday
– Tuesday 31 March, 2015

· Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 71.1-14;
1 Corinthians 1.18-31; John 12.20-36

Jesus teaches about the mystery of dying in order to rise to new life. He embodies it in his death and resurrection. There is a life we have to lose if we want to be truly alive. What needs to die in you for you to bear much fruit? 

· Pray that you can let die within you whatever is standing in the way of living life abundantly.

· Pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, giving thanks for the work he does to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015

Holy Wednesday 
– Wednesday 1 April, 2015

· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 70;
Hebrews 12.1-3; John 13.21-32

We don’t know why Judas betrayed Jesus. Like Judas, we will not always make the right choices for powers of darkness may cloud our judgement. We too are capable of betraying Jesus in our hearts and minds, in our words and actions.

· Pray for forgiveness of the times when night falls and clouds the light of Christ within us.

· Pray for the Churches of the Anglican Communion throughout the world, as they prepare to celebrate the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Text:
 Dorothy Thorpe, Diocese of Willochra
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       NSW 1230
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It is a real privilege to present the first quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2015. 


It is our hope that you and your congregations find that the reflections prompt you to delve deeper into the Word of God, help you to pray for God’s mission and encourage you to join in with what God is doing throughout the world today.


May you be blessed by God as we journey together as the Church towards the great feast of our redemption. 


In Christ,


�


Robert McLean�Partnerships Coordinator





Joe Woodfin preaching
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