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	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2015
(Year C)

	Written by 
The Rev Ken Spreadborough



It is with great pleasure that I present the second quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2016. 

It is ABM’s hope that you will find that these reflections prompt and help your congregations to ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Scriptures, and that in doing so, their faith will be deepened.
We hope that you find them to be helpful as we continue through the year. 
In Christ,

Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator

[image: image1.jpg]A B M Anglican Board of Mission - Australia
Working for Love, Hope & Justice




Fr Ken Spreadborough
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
The Rev Ken Spreadborough is a native Queenslander, being born in Ipswich and completing all of his education in that state.  He graduated as a teacher in 1962 and taught in Brisbane, as well a Principal at schools at Mount Morgan, Stanthorpe, The Darling Downs, Brisbane and Ipswich.  He served a Registrar of the Port Moresby Teachers’ College in 1967-8 and Principal of the school at the Moem Army Barracks, Wewak, PNG in 1969-70.  He was ordained Deacon in 1992 and Priest in 1997 at which time he retired from teaching and subsequently served in the Parishes of Beaudesert, Wynnum and The Southern Gold Coast, retiring from there in 2011.  He now lives near Jimboomba inland from the Gold Coast.

He has been Area Dean of the Gold Coast, a member of the Archbishop’s Professional Standard’s Board and Clerical Secretary of the Brisbane Synod.  He is presently one of the Archbishop’s Examining Chaplains. He has been a member of the Brisbane ABM Committee since 2006 and has been chair of that committee since 2011.

He has a Bachelor of Education and a Bachelor of Theology as well as a Post-Graduate Diploma in Computer Education. He is married to Betty and they have four adult children and two granddaughters.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
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ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections – Second Quarter 2016
3 April – 29 June
The Second Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 3 April 2016
· Acts 5.27-32; Psalm 118.14-29;
Revelation 1.4-8; John 20.19-31
The disciples locked themselves in the upper room because they were afraid of the Jews.  How many times do we lock ourselves away in a confined space because we are afraid of those around us –  afraid that if we say, act or in any way demonstrate our Christian beliefs and actions they ‘might’ 
not like it and might react negatively.  This happens in our workplace, our recreation areas and even our own homes. 
We can hide from our fellows, but not Jesus – he will still come to us and bring his peace – a peace that is beyond 
our understanding.
· Pray that we might have the courage to stand in the open and in our words and actions proclaim Jesus Christ as our Lord.

· Give thanks for Nungalinya College in Darwin, remembering especially the students who will begin their studies at the college in 2016. 
Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Annunciation to the BVM
– Monday 4 April 2016
· Isaiah 7.10-14; Psalm 40.6-13;
Hebrews 10.4-10; Luke 1.26-38
We can hardly imagine how Mary must have felt when the angel appeared and made this tremendous news known to her.  Her first reaction was quite understandable – this is not happening!!!  But after those few questions, Mary’s response was definite – ‘Let it be with me according to your word’.  God’s word to us is often surprising.  When we realize, finally, that God has a duty for us to perform, we too, may question it, especially if it seems God is asking what seems the impossible to us.  At these times, we need to follow Mary’s example – accept the challenge of God’s word and like Mary, the most wonderful things can happen to us.
· Pray that we each listen to God’s word, recognize his will for us, and have the willingness to accept the challenge he gives us in his name.

· Give thanks for Wontulp-Bi-Buya College in Cairns, remembering especially the students who will begin their studies at the college in 2016. 

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Third Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 10 April 2016

· Acts 9.1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30
Revelation 5.6-14; John 21.1-19
Psalm 30.2 says, ‘O Lord my God, I cried to you: and you have made me whole’.  Yes, we too do this.  It is usually part of our prayer life, both privately and in public worship – prayers for those who are sick, undergoing surgery etc.   We sometimes expect that God will immediately take away the pain, cure the disease or remove the impediment to our being able to live as we want to.  But God can make us whole in many different ways.  Sometimes it is through the skills and talents that he has given to the medical people.  Sometimes it is through his Peace that helps us accept ourselves as we are.  Sometimes we don’t realize we have been made whole because we are not looking at ourselves through God’s eyes.  Remember Jesus said, ‘Your faith has made you whole.’ (e.g.  Luke 17.19)

· Pray for all who need God’s healing hand, that 
they may accept the healing he gives, even if it is not as expected.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, remembering especially the Church’s Decade of Mission, 2016-2025.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016


The Fourth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 17 April 2016

· Acts 9.36-43; Psalm 23;
Revelation 7.9-17; John 10.22-30

In the modern world, so many won’t take the step of believing in Jesus until the question, similar to this one is answered to their satisfaction, plainly and in scientific terms.  “If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”  Jesus has answered this with “The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me”.  We need to answer the modern doubters in the same way.  In Jesus’ time the doubters were there with him and could clearly see what he was doing, and yet did not believe.  How much harder it is for us, in this day and age to show the works of Jesus to the doubters.  The problem is that they are not always easy to see and there are none so blind as those who do not wish to see.  Let us find ways to bring the modern miracles of Jesus to those who are blind to them.

· Pray for the ‘modern spiritually blinded’, that their eyes may be opened to the works, beauty and glory of Jesus. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Australia, and pray that in each of the dioceses God’s love for the world may be made known.
Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 24 April 2016

· Acts 11.1-18; Psalm 148;
Revelation 21.1-16; John 13.31-35
Peter was criticised for eating with the Gentiles.  Jesus was also criticised for eating with sinners and tax collectors.  Jesus’ response was that he was seeking out the lost and bringing them home.  Peter reacted similarly – noting that God includes all people in his kingdom.  Sometimes we are criticised for the company we keep: ‘You, a Christian, are associating with them !!!’  The best way to bring someone to Jesus is to go out there and get them. This may mean that we have to go into unchristian places, into places that make us uncomfortable and there, through our words and actions, show God’s love for all.  We don’t have to copy the actions of those we are with ​– we have to try to get them to copy ours.

· Give thanks for all those, especially missionaries in non-Christian lands, who are working to bring in the lost sheep. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Kenya, remembering especially today the children enrolled in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd programs.
Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St Mark, Evangelist and Martyr
– Monday 25 April 2016  

· Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 89.1-9;
Ephesians 4.7-16 or  1 Peter 5.5b-14;
Mark 16.1-15 or Mark 16.16-20
We all know and often keep the days of the Patron Saints of David, George, Patrick and Andrew.  Mark should be the Patron Saint of Australia.  Why?  Anzac Day is St Mark’s day.  Mark was a young man fighting for his cause, so were the first Anzacs. Mark is an example for all of us because Mark fulfilled in his life what every Christian is called to do: proclaim to all people the Good News that is the source of salvation. In particular, Mark's way was by writing. Others may proclaim the Good News by music, drama, poetry or by teaching children around a family table. What method do you use?

· Pray for God’s blessing on all the clergy, congregations and communities that are based around churches dedicated to St Mark.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, remembering especially today the Diocese of Central Melanesia as they look to elect a new bishop.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 1 May 2016

· Acts 16.9-15; Psalm 67;
Revelation 21.10-14, 21.22-22.5;
John 14.23-29 or  John 5.1-9

The ill man had been lying at the Sheep gate for 38 years and yet when Jesus came to him Jesus said, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ It may seem silly that Jesus asked this – of course he wanted to be made well – that was the point of being there and hoping that someone would put him into the water to heal him. But look at the implications. This man has survived 38 years just lying there begging. It may have been boring, but think of all the people he would meet and those whom he met regularly and could almost be regarded as his ‘friends’. If he is healed his whole former life would be turned upside down. He can’t just lie there and beg. He has to now get up and do something – get a job and look after himself. It would mean major changes. When Jesus asks us if we want to accept all that he has to offer, it can mean making major changes to our lives. Are we willing to do this? Are those we are bringing to Jesus willing to accept the consequences of accepting him as Lord and Saviour?

· Pray for all of those people who are preparing to accept Jesus into their lives, especially those preparing for Baptism or Confirmation.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, remembering especially the communities with whom their social service organisation, E-CARE, works.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St Philip and St James, Apostles and Martyrs
– Tuesday 3 May 2016

· Isaiah 30.18-21; Psalm 19.1-6
1 Corinthians 15.1-8; John 14.6-14
Here we have two of the ‘lesser’ Apostles. Phillip is mentioned four times in the Gospels, but only by John. Nothing is accurately known of him in his later life.  James, ‘the less’, ‘the Just’, ‘The Younger’, ‘Son of Alpheus’ is also hardly mentioned except in the lists of Apostles and by Mark in his version of the Crucifixion. Yet they are venerated to the extent that they have a dedicated Feast day. It does go to show that we don’t have to be the one out in front – a Peter, James (the Great) or John, to be able to do Christ’s work. We can, as these two must have, go about our Christian lives in a way that, even though it does not make headlines it still shows through to others quietly and effectively and is an example for them to follow.
· Ask God’s blessing on all the clergy, congregations and communities that are based around churches dedicated to St Phillip and/or St James (The Less).

· Give thanks for the Church of Bangladesh as it ministers in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
Ascension Day
– Thursday 5 May 2016

· Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 110;
Ephesians 1.15-23; Luke 24.44-53

The Ascension is great way to start a ‘strong discussion’ if that is what you want. Why do the reports differ? In Acts we read, ‘When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.’, but in Luke (same author) we read, ‘he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.’ – no clouds! Are these details really important? What is important is that Jesus returned to his Father in Heaven. Then in Acts we are told he will reappear the way he left – in a cloud. Is that important? What is important is that he will return – how, when, where we don’t know, but we believe it will happen. At our Eucharist (APBA p 129) we say, ‘Chris has died. Christ is risen (note is not has), Christ will come again. That last statement is the bottom line.

· Let us not look back at the Ascension, but pray that we may be ready for Christ’s coming again.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Australia, and the National Council of Churches in Australia.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       
NSW 1230
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St John, Apostle and Evangelist
– Friday 6 May 2016 (if not observed on 27 December)
· Proverbs 8.22-31; Psalm 97;
1 John 1.1-5; John 20.2-8
In today’s epistle we read, ‘This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.’ In all of John’s writings, he places great emphasis on light vs dark. It is no wonder. It is obvious that if one is doing wrong, one does not want others to see him/her doing these wrongs, and the best way to hide things is in the dark. If one is doing the right thing and is happy to let others know, they are willing to do so in the open light. In the dark may not mean literally without physical light, but can refer to doing things in places where they will not be seen, even if it is in the daytime. If we follow Christ in all of his ways, and are not ashamed of what we are doing, but act in the open, we are in the light. This is the challenge – let everything we do be such that it can be seen by anyone.

· Pray for those who err and stray so that they must live in darkness, not only in a physical sense but also a spiritual sense.
· Give thanks for the Church of North India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context. 

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 8 May 2016

· Acts 16.16-34; Psalm 97;
Revelation 22.12-21; John 17.20-26

This reading from Acts always reminds me of the book, Beyond the Veil, in which a Muslim Pakistani woman tells of her conversion from Islam to Christianity and the many trials and troubles she endured. By tradition, her family could have killed her because of her conversion to Christianity, but somehow instead she ended up in prison. There she sang hymns and preached the Gospel to the other inmates converting many to Christianity. It is a powerful story and concludes with her going to the UK as a ‘missionary’ – a bit of a reverse situation. Many of us will never face the difficulties she faced, but in our own small ways, when we are in the prison of secularity, perhaps we too can sing hymns and speak with a Christian voice that will encourage others in their search for Christ.

· Give thanks for the work of all of the mission societies in Australia and overseas and pray for those who in their own way are helping others in their spiritual journey.

· Give thanks for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church in Japan, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context. 

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
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St Matthias, Apostle and Martyr
– Saturday 14 May 2016 (if not observed on 24 February)

· Acts 1.14-17, 20-26; Psalm 113 or Psalm 84;
Philippians 3.13-21. John 15.9-17

Matthias, often the ‘forgotten’ apostle. Forgotten because he is not listed in the names of the Apostles in the Gospels and appears only in the early part of Acts. Look at his credentials – he was obviously a man of prayer and he was loyal to Jesus – he had followed him from the very beginning, but we had not met him. Such is often our life. We go about doing God’s business – quietly, just part of the group or congregation, and sometimes think no one notices. But God knows. Sometimes we may feel that we are working so much for our Church – often in small ways, but it is important to know that our work is being appreciated. Even more so, it is important that our Church members, and especially our Church leaders take time to recognize these people and offer thanks to them.

· Give thanks for all the unheralded workers in our own parishes, dioceses and ministries.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, remembering especially today Archbishop Clyde Igara and his staff, clergy and people. 
Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

Day of Pentecost
– Sunday 15 May 2016

· Acts 2.1-21 or Genesis 11.1-9; Psalm 104.26-36;
Romans 8.14-17 or  Acts 2.1-21; John 14.8-17 (25-27)
Today, Pentecost Sunday, we generally say we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit. However, what we do not openly recognize is that the Holy Spirit has always existed. When we read in John 15: 26, ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf,’ we are basically referred back to John 1:1 ‘In the beginning was the Word’ – This says that the Lord Jesus has always been and refers to the eternal self-existence of Jesus before He became flesh as noted in John 1:14.  It is equally true that the Holy Spirit has always existed and been active in the affairs of the world along with God the Father, and God the Son. These events all occurred before the manifestation of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. That is what we celebrate on the day of Pentecost – the manifestation or revealing of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles.

· Pray for the recognition of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in your diocese, remembering especially today your bishop and his/her ministry. 
Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

Trinity Sunday
[Ordinary Sunday 8]
– Sunday 22 May 2016
· Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8;
Romans 5.1-5; John 16. 12-15
Each year, this Sunday is set aside for us to ponder on ‘The Trinity’. We acknowledge this doctrine throughout the year, especially whenever we say one of the creeds, but too often the words just flash by. On this day, many preachers try to explain The Trinity by use of symbols like triangles and intersecting circles, or examples such as ice, water, steam, or different facets in our own life. But it is still not easy to understand. St Augustine spent decades writing his 15-chapter book, De Trinitate, and almost gave up. The theology of the Trinity is a difficult subject to explain or discuss.  Indeed, there is no explicit description of the Trinity in the Scriptures at all; the orthodox view of the Trinity (as three persons in one God) is an inferential conclusion from the Bible that took generations to assemble.  The best we can do is accept it as a faith doctrine and encompass it in our beliefs.

· Pray for the acceptance of the work of the Trinity – God Father, Son and Holy Spirit – Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier – in our lives.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East – a Church which spans thirteen countries. 

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion
– Thursday 26 May 2016

· Exodus 24.3-8; Psalm 116;
1 Corinthians 10.14-21; Mark 14.12-16 (17-21) 22-26
The Eucharist, the Holy Communion, the Blessed Sacrament of Bread and Wine are often the most precious parts of our spiritual life. This is one of the two commandments Jesus told us to do, ‘Do this in remembrance of me’. Yet it is looked at in so many different ways by different groups. Transubstantiation (the changing of the bread and wine into the actual Body and Blood of Christ), or a changing spiritually to the Body and Blood of Christ, or to some just another activity (almost like a picnic!!) This, to me, is the greatest block to true ecumenism. We are happy to pray with other Christians, read Scripture with them, sing hymns and songs with them, hear others preach the Word but how we see this most important ritual is stopping us from being truly one in our worship. 

· Give thanks for the fact that we can celebrate the Holy Communion, the reception of the Body and Blood of Jesus, each in our own ways and within our own spiritualties.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Second Sunday After Pentecost
[OS 9]
– Sunday 29 May 2016

· 1 Kings 18.20-21 (22-29) 30-39; Psalm 96;
Galatians 1.1-12; Luke 7.1-10
Having stood on the top of Mt Carmel and looked down over the plain of the Jezreel Valley, one can visualize this confrontation. It was a long walk to the top of Mt Carmel, but Elijah knew it was necessary. He firstly accused the assembly of double standards – worshipping God and also Baal and told them to make up their minds. Today, too, so many have double standards. What/who do they actually worship? – Money when they need it? Fame when they want it? God when all else fails? But Elijah more than worshipped God. He had such a strong faith, so strong that he set up what seemed an impossibility. Is our faith as strong as that?  

· Pray that in our relationship with God, it may be the only ‘God’ relationship and that it may be one of strong faith.
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Visitation of the BVM to Elizabeth
– Tuesday 31 May 2016

· 1 Samuel 2.1-10; Psalm 113:
Romans 12.9-16b; Luke 1.39-57
Take a little while to slowly read through and think about the readings for today. We have two wonderful songs of praise from Hannah and from Mary. We have Psalm 113 and that section from Paul’s letter to the Romans. It is not often that all of the readings set for a day not only complement each other but reflect on what each says. Print them out and put them side by side and see the wonderful praise for the Lord that each tells, as well a record of what the Lord does. Use colours to mark the similarities. What a great Bible Study this is. What is even more interesting is that there is very little change from what is written in the OT lessons to the NT lessons. Learn from them because Praise is probably the least used of all of our prayer types today.

· Praise the Lord!
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Third Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 10]
– Sunday 5 June 2016

· 1 Kings 17.8-16 (17-24); Psalm 146;
Galatians 1.11-24; Luke 7.11-17
Most of the time, Jesus’ healing miracles are a result of someone coming to him and asking for healing – either for themselves or a family member.  In the case at Nain no one approaches Jesus to ask for healing. Jesus just walks up to the bier and raises the son. Why? We are told that Jesus has compassion for the mother. We do not even know if the mother was a follower or not, but Jesus still showed his compassion. Jesus’ compassion for us is always there, even when we do not pray for it. He is there for us in our times of strife, illness and grief. It is there even for those who do not believe (or at least do not openly indicate that.) We need to remember this and to help those who cannot recognize Jesus’ compassion for all to realize that he is always there for everyone.

· Pray for those who are mourning lost loved ones, that they may know that Jesus is there beside them in their grief.

· Give thanks for the Church of Ceylon, which covers most of Sri Lanka, remembering their ministry in a multi-religious context.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr
– Saturday 11 June 2016

· Job 29.11-16; Psalm 98;
Acts 11.22-30; 13.1-3; Matthew 10.7-13
If we take just one sentence from each of the readings for today, we have a glimpse into part of what is expected of a Christian. Firstly, the Psalm reminds us,’ he has done marvellous things.’ – a reminder that it is God who does the miracles. But we can play our part. Job says, ‘I delivered the poor who cried, and the orphan who had no helper.’  – our duty to those in physical need. Those in Antioch remind us of our duty of giving to those in need, ‘each would send relief to the believers living in Judea.’ And finally from Jesus himself, ‘proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.’ Do we need any further reminders of what we should be doing?

· Pray for those in need and those who are making a special effort to assist them.

· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, and pray for peace between and within both countries.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
[OS 11]
– Sunday 12 June 2016

· 1 Kings 21.1-10 (11-14) 15-21a; Psalm 5.1-7;
Galatians 2.15-21; Luke 7.36-8.3
In today’s Gospel we see the results of opening one’s mouth before really looking at the situation – a knee-jerk reaction to something that someone has done that annoys us or seems to be wrong. The woman certainly acted in a way that was contrary to the social customs of the day, and perhaps deserved criticism, but in criticising her, the Pharisee left himself open to criticism of his own lifestyle as he also had contravened the current social customs. Jesus reminded us to take the log out of our own eye before worrying about others’, and yet this is a regular happening. It has happened to all of us – being criticised by someone who we know does the same, or worse. There are several examples of this in the Scriptures so it must be important for us to be aware of our own reactions at these times. Pray for reconciliation with those who we have wronged and who have wronged us; and pray that we might be as quick to show mercy and love as the father from the parable. 

· Pray that we may have the patience not to judge others and also to forgive them if they have offended us by their actions.

· Give thanks for the Church of Pakistan, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
[OS 12]
– Sunday 19 June 2016
· 1 Kings 19.1-4 (5-7) 8-15a; Psalms 42 and 43;
Galatians 3.10-14, 23-29; Luke 8.26-39
Elijah was looking for a sign that the Lord was with him. We see the various environmental signs that he examined, but he found God in the sound of sheer silence, or as in the King James Version, ‘A still small voice.’ We are so busy with the rain and wind and storms of our lives that we fail to take time out to stop and listen for that still small voice. We are so busy doing the gardening that we do not stop to smell the roses. Though we are busy, and so much has to be done, we must take time out. It is good if we can find a few days for a quiet retreat, but that may not be possible. What is possible is ‘time-out’ – perhaps waking a few minutes early, or just sitting on the verandah contemplating God’s greatness or even remembering to take a few minutes in silence as we enter Church on Sundays. We need to hear that ‘still small voice’.

· Pray that we may find time for a quiet time in our lives to listen to what God is telling us.

· Give thanks for the Church of South India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Birth of St John the Baptist
– Friday 24 June 2016

· Isaiah 49.1-6; Psalm 139.1-11;
Acts 13.(16-21) 22-26; Luke 1.57-66, 80
When we were in Israel, we spent a morning at Ein Karem, about 30 minutes’ drive from Jerusalem and which is the reputed hometown of John the Baptist during his childhood and with the beautiful church dedicated to him. It is just a ‘normal’ little village, much the same as so many of the small villages and townships in modern Israel. And it was probably just the same in the time of John. Yet out of this ‘not special’ village came a man with a very special job to do for God. I guess at that time, no one realized what God had planned for John. Most of us live in a ‘normal’ environment, but who knows, God may have a very special plan for any one of us. We should be aware of that ‘still small voice’ (see last Sunday) and listen in case it is for us.

· Pray that we may answer God’s call to us in whatever way he needs us in our service to him.

· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Myanmar, giving thanks for their work and witness in that country.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
[OS 13]
– Sunday 26 June 2016
· 2 Kings 2.1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77.1-2, 11-20;
Galatians 5.1, 13-25; Luke 9.51-62
The Gospel reading outlines in a very stark way the cost of following Jesus. In it Jesus makes some very demanding requirements. In our modern day, we are not usually asked to make these sorts of commitments in our life in Christ – some do. Many non-believers see these statements as too difficult and believe that they will have to give up too much in order to become a Christian. It is up to us to convince them that one can adjust home and family situations and still do our duty to God. Yes, we do have to deny ourselves some of the worldly pleasures but most of us tend to lead a life within the bounds of what one might call ‘normality’. We can commit to Jesus without becoming homeless, leaving family or bankruptcy. There is more to Christianity than material possessions.

· Pray for all who are looking at what has to be done so they too can follow Christ in their daily lives.

· Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, giving thanks for their work and witness.

Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St Peter and St Paul, Apostles and Martyrs 
– Wednesday 29 June 2016

· Acts 12.1-11 or Ezekiel 34.11-16; 
Psalm 87 or Psalm 34.1-10;
2 Timothy 4.6-8 (9-16) 17-18; John 21.15-22
In some ways I feel sad that we do not have a separate Saints Day for each of these important saints. Yet they have so much in common and in doing so each shows the way to serve Christ. They both gave of their time and personal possessions.  They both suffered hardships and ultimate death in His name. But, put together, Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles and Peter, the Apostle to the Jews shows us that Jesus is there for all people – Jews and Gentiles alike. So much of the evangelism of these two was based on the fact that there was and is, in the eyes of Christ, in our belief, no difference between anyone at all. Today, there are still those who want to differentiate between those who do something in their response to Christ and those who do not. We are all one in him.

· Pray for all of our Christian brothers and sisters, no matter their colour, social position, style of worship or other way of loving Christ.

· Give thanks for all who donate to work to spread the Gospel of Love, Hope and Justice.
Text:
The Rev Ken Spreadborough, 
Chair of ABM’s Brisbane Diocesan Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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