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	1 July – 29 September 2016

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2015
(Year C)

	Written by 
Moya Holle,
 ABM Sydney Committee



It is with great pleasure that I present Pew Reflections for the third quarter of 2016. 

We hope that you will find that these reflections prompt and help your congregations to ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Scriptures, and that in doing so, their faith will be deepened.
May you find them to be helpful as we continue through the year. 
In Christ,

Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator

Moya Holle
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Moya Holle was born, educated and has lived most of her life in Sydney, the exception being a year working in the Parish of Christ Church, Bundaberg, and four years with her husband, John, in the Diocese of Rockhampton. 

Since her teenage years Moya has been involved with ABM, initially as a member of the Comrades of St George. She has worked on the staff of ABM in several capacities, including being a National Field Officer and, 19963-1974 with husband, John, at the House of Epiphany, ABM’s Training College in Stanmore.

She is a member of the ABM Auxiliary, having served at different times, as Secretary, Treasurer and National President, and was a member of the ABM Board in the 1990s.

Moya has been a member of Anglicans Together, Sydney since its inauguration in 1992, and is currently a member of the Australasian Regional Committee for St George’s College, Jerusalem.

She has a ThA (ACT) and Bachelor of Arts from Sydney University, majoring in Anthropology and Social Theory.
How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
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ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections – Third Quarter 2016
1 July – 29 September
The Coming of the Light
– Friday 1 July 2016
· Isaiah 58.8-11; Psalm 27;
2 Corinthians 4.5-6; John 12.35-47
‘Your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly’ said the great Hebrew prophet, Isaiah. In each of the Readings and in Psalm 27 set for this Festival the emphasis is ‘the light”. What is this ‘Light’ that Isaiah, the Psalmist, St Paul and St John speak about?  

For the peoples of the Torres Strait, whose special Festival this is, it was the coming of English and South Sea Islander Christian missionaries to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ – the Light of the World.

· Pray that our light so shines before others, that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.

· Give thanks and ask for the blessing of the Holy Spirit on the Torres Strait Islander ministry.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
EITHER –

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 14]
– Sunday 3 July 2016

· 2 Kings 5.1-15; Psalm 30;
Galatians 6. (1-6) 7-18; Luke 10.1-12 (13-16) 17-24 

‘To the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see.”’ Jesus had appointed and sent out seventy in pairs ahead of him. It was a life changing experience for them, because, when they returned to Jesus, they were joyous, exclaiming ‘Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us.’ These were not the apostles, but the ‘foot soldiers’ (the laity) sent to walk from town to town; taking a message of peace and performing ‘deeds of power’; being both accepted and rejected.  However their perseverance brought blessings.

· Pray that as we are appointed to go on ahead of Jesus, we will have the perseverance to return with joy.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, remembering especially the Church’s Decade of Mission, 2016-2025.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
OR –

St Thomas, Apostle and Martyr
– Sunday 3 July 2016

· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117;
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29 

‘Thomas, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.’ Why was Thomas not with his fellow apostles? – distraught, miserable, irritated with his friends, angry with Jesus for not fulfilling his expectations? We know what it is like when things don’t go the way we want them to. We want to hide away by ourselves. However Thomas did join his companions, and in company with them met the Risen Jesus.  In Jesus’ presence, his doubts evaporated; he believed and shouted out, ‘My Lord and my God’. That was the beginning of his witness. When the apostles dispersed out of Jerusalem, tradition has it that Thomas went as far as India. The Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church, Kerala, India claims Saint Thomas (Mar Thoma) as its founder in ad 52.

· Pray that the Holy Spirit will disperse our doubts and that we can be evangelists for the Risen Lord.

· Give thanks for the ministry of the Mar Thoma Church in Australia, which is in full communion with Anglican Churches worldwide.
Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 15]
– Sunday 10 July 2016

· Amos 7.7-17; Psalm 82;
Colossians 1.1-14; Luke 10.25-37 

‘So that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord …as you bear fruit in every good work.’ Paul writes this to the young church community at Collossae, reflecting the words of the Psalmist ‘Rescue the poor and needy: and save them from the hands of the wicked’. This speaks to our much more established church communities. We are to share with the young, struggling, poor and often persecuted churches. Jesus’ story of the travelling Samaritan illustrates that loving and caring for our neighbour means loving and supporting those in need - both far away as well as those near at hand.

· Pray that our churches here in Australia will hear the cry of the suffering and be moved with pity.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Australia, and pray that in each of the dioceses God’s love for the world may be made known.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 16]
– Sunday 17 July 2016

· Amos 8.1-12; Psalm 52;
Colossians 1.15-29; Luke 10.38-42
‘To make the word of God fully known’. Here, Paul is still writing to the Colossians, emphasising that they have much to know and learn about Jesus, ‘the image of the invisible God’. This is, in effect, what Jesus told Martha, when she complained to him that her sister, Mary, was just sitting down listening to what he was saying. Amos, the prophet had to listen to what the Lord was saying. We too have to sit at the Lord’s feet and listen to what he has to say - specifically to us.

· Pray that we will be disciplined in setting time aside to listen to what Jesus is saying to us.

· Give thanks that ABM provides the Church in Australia with varied resources for listening and learning about the Anglican Church’s work around the world.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St Mary Magdalene

– Friday 22 July 2016

· Song of Songs 3.1-4a; Psalm 63; 
2 Corinthians 5.14-21; John 20.1-18

‘I found him whom my soul loves’.  ‘I will bless you as long as I live: and in your name will I lift my hands on high’. These words, though they come from the writer of the Song of Songs and the Psalmist, could have been spoken by Mary from Magdala – the most devoted of all Jesus’ followers. She followed him, and was with his Mother Mary and John at the last moment of his death on the cross. Then early, in the darkness, on the day after the Sabbath she was at his burial tomb. Her constant love and faithfulness was rewarded. Mary was the first to greet Jesus in his resurrection life. Mary Magdalene announced Jesus’ Resurrection to the disciples – ‘I have seen the Lord’. 
· Pray that we, together with the whole of Christ’s Church, will have such constant love and faithfulness, that we can announce the Lord Jesus’ Resurrection.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Kenya, remembering especially today the children enrolled in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd programs.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016


	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       
NSW 1230
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The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 17]
– Sunday 24 July 2016

· Hosea 1.2-10; Psalm 85;
Colossians 2.6-15 (16-19); Luke 11.1-13
‘Jesus was praying’ and his disciples asked him to tell them how to do. So it is we have the universal Christian Prayer. It has become too well known. We know it by rote and can recite it without even thinking about the words we say. However if we reflect on it with intention, it leads us into an inner place with Jesus, where we can do as he suggested ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock and the door will be opened for you’.  The psalmist also knew this. ‘The Lord will also give us all that is good: and our land shall yield its plenty’.

· Pray: ‘Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial’.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, remembering especially today the Church’s new archbishop, the Most Rev George Takeli.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St James, Apostle and Martyr
– Monday 25 July 2016

· Jeremiah 45; Psalm 126;
Either Acts 11.27 – 12.3 or 2 Corinthians 4.7-15
Matthew 20.20-28

‘They said to him, “We are able.”’ James, the apostle and martyr was, possibly, the quiet achiever. Although James was one of the first, with his brother John, to be called by Jesus, and chosen to witness Jesus’ transfiguration, it is this incident, where their mother dramatically enters the scene, that is clearly remembered by all the disciples. James was indeed to ‘drink the cup’ of suffering, that Jesus spoke about, being the first of the Apostles to be killed in ad 44 by King Herod Agrippa.

· Pray that we will be able to bear pain and suffering, knowing that Jesus’ Holy Spirit is with us at all times.

· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, remembering especially the communities with whom their social service organisation, E-CARE, works.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 18]
– Sunday 31 July 2016
· Hosea 11.1-11; Psalm 107.1-9, 43;
Colossians 3.1-11; Luke 12.13-21
God said to him, ‘You fool’. – Strong language.  Then, Paul, writing to the Colossians, is trying to get through to these new Christians, that they have to make choices and get their priorities right. ‘Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth’. Centuries earlier, the Psalmist wrote ‘Some went astray in the wilderness and in the desert: and found no path to an inhabited city;’ ’Whoever is wise, let them observe these things: and consider the loving-kindness of the Lord.’  It is easy to stray into foolish behaviour. It takes time, patience and prayer not to be a fool, but to know ‘Christ in God’.

· Pray to know Jesus Christ in God.

· Give thanks for the Church of North India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context. 

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr
– Wednesday 3 August 2016 – if not observed on 26 December

· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8;
Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22

‘They conspired against him, and by command of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the Lord.’ These words don’t refer to Stephen, but to Zechariah, who, centuries before in the courtyard of the Temple, was denouncing the people because of their disobedience to the ‘Lord’s commands’. It is an event Stephen would have heard read in the synagogue. (Jesus refers to it. (Mt 23.25)) 

Stephen was chosen to be one of the first deacons in the Church and later recognised as the Church’s first martyr. He was an outstanding and powerful witness to the Risen Jesus and steeped in his Jewish history. He was convinced that Jesus was God, the longed-for Messiah, and his opponents could not ‘withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke’. Then, like many of the prophets before him, he was killed. He died reciting from the psalms – ‘Into your hands I commit my spirit: you will redeem me, O Lord God of truth.’

· Pray for courage at the time when we should speak out before others about our faith in Jesus.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the National Council of Churches in Australia.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Transfiguration of our Lord
– Saturday 6 August 2016

· Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97;
2 Peter 1.16-19 (20-21); Mark 9.2-10

 “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased”.  We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.’  This is Simon Peter’s recollection which he passes on in his letter to those who ‘have received the faith’.  For Peter, this experience of being an eyewitness of Jesus’ majesty – the glimpse of the ‘Majestic Glory’ – this transfiguration of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the presence of Elijah and Moses, was evidence that Jesus was truly the Divine Son of God.  
Reflect on an experience of the divine Jesus -  maybe on a mountain top – in the silence of the desert - in the love of a friend – beside someone who is dying – or caught up in the ‘beauty of worship’.

PS:  6 August 2016 is the 71st Anniversary of the ‘transfiguration’ of Hiroshima, Japan. 

· Pray that we will always have a vision of Jesus alive in our hearts and minds.
Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe
Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 19]
– Sunday 7 August 2016 

· Isaiah 1.1, 10-20; Psalm 50.1-8, 23-24;
Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16 (17-28); Luke 12.32-40
‘Cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.’ Here the Hebrew prophet, Isaiah, is speaking the word of the Lord to God’s people. This was what God desired – not burnt-offerings, incense, festivals and many prayers. It is the sincerity of the worshipper, not the number of religious activities that is important.  The psalmist takes this up: ‘He honours me who brings sacrifice of thanksgiving: and to him who keeps to my way I will show the salvation of God’.  A mindfulness and thanksgiving of what we receive as children of God and inheritors of God’s kingdom, leads us to reach out to those in need in whatever way we can and wherever we meet them. Jesus suggests ‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit’.

· Pray to continue having a strong Christian faith that will strengthen us to ‘do good’.

· Give thanks for Nungalinya College in Darwin, remembering especially the students who study there. 

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 20]
– Sunday 14 August 2016 

· Isaiah 5.1-7; Psalm 80.1-2, 8-19;
Hebrews 11.29 – 12.2; Luke 12.49-59
‘Jesus said, “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!”’  In these words, one senses the frustration which Jesus feels. Earlier in St Luke’s Gospel (read last week) Jesus has told his followers that it is the ‘Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom’, but they cannot see what is being offered to them. This echoes the scenario in today’s passage from Isaiah. The beloved (God) ‘had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.... he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes’. Whereupon the vineyard (the House of Israel) was destroyed, laid waste. Jesus sees a similar thing happening in his day. There will be divisions, because some in the family will not do what is right. They will pay the price to ‘the very last penny’.
· Pray for the Holy Catholic Church – God’s vineyard in the world – that it will yield ‘good grapes’.

· Give thanks for Wontulp-Bi-Buya College in Cairns, remembering especially the students who study there. 

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

Mary, Mother of Our Lord 

– Monday 15 August 2016 

· Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3; Psalm 113 or the Magnificat;
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke2.1-7

‘When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman born under the law … so that we might receive adoption as children.’  Things happen in God’s time. Often God’s plan is not clearly discernible – the conditions don’t seem right, the people are seemingly not suitable or inadequate. Mary, a betrothed teenager living in rural Galilee, seems, on the surface, to be an unlikely mother of God. However God had a plan. Mary, in tune with her religion, had been prepared to say ‘yes’. (Her Song of Praise to God echoes Hannah’s Song when she gives her son, Samuel, to the Lord.) Then on Joseph’s side – his ancestry was from King David and the census required registering in the town of your lineage. So, even though Mary was pregnant they travelled to Bethlehem, David’s town. There was no accommodation, so Jesus, the messiah, from the line of David, was born with the animals and laid in a manager. God’s time – God’s plan fulfilled.

· Pray ‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord: my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.’

· Give thanks for the Church of Bangladesh as it ministers in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 21]
– Sunday 21 August 

· Jeremiah 1.4-10; Psalm 71.1-6;
Hebrews 12.18-29; Luke 13.10-17
Jeremiah protested that he didn’t want the job God was asking him to do. He demurred ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy’.  However the Lord had had it planned for some time – ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you’.

You will remember that Moses had tried the same excuse and certainly when confronted with the reality he said, ‘I tremble with fear’. (Heb 12:20)  This was unlike Mary, (whose Feast Day was kept on 15 August), who accepted the challenge, offering no excuses. When we reflect on our pilgrimage, we know that we have to be in a place to hear God’s challenge. Then have faith he will reach out and set us free from our fear or bondage, as he did the woman, crippled for eighteen years.

· Pray that, like the crowd following Jesus, we will rejoice at all the wonderful things God does in our lives.

· Give thanks for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church in Japan, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context. 

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

St Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr 

– Wednesday 24 August 2016 

· Deuteronomy 18.15-18; Psalm 145.10-18;
Revelation 21.9b-14; John 1.45-51
‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is not deceit!’ Today we remember Bartholomew, listed in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke as one of the twelve apostles, especially called by Jesus. Today in St John’s Gospel we read of Jesus’ encounter with the Israelite, Nathanael, a friend of Philip’s. It is accepted that Bartholomew and Nathanael are one and the same person. (John does not give a definitive list of the apostles, as do the other gospels.) Jesus saw Nathanael as a true (devout) man, praying and studying under the shade of the giant fig tree. The other mention of Nathanael is by John (21.2) when Jesus, after his resurrection, joined some of the disciples at the Sea of Tiberius. Early church tradition has it that Bartholomew took the gospel to Lycaonia, India and particularly Armenia.

· Pray that as disciples of Jesus, we will be witnesses to the gospel wherever we travel.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 22]
– Sunday 28 August 

· Jeremiah 2.4-13; Psalm 81.1, 10-16;
Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16; Luke 14.1 (2-6) 7-14
· ‘Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.’ Do we know when we have met and entertained an angel? Maybe. Eating and having a party with our family and friends is an enjoyable and satisfying experience. To include in the party, someone who is not ‘of us’, who is not particularly attractive to us is not easy. It takes us out of our comfort zone. In our Church community, we so often don’t reach out to the ‘unlovely’. It often requires deliberate ‘ affirmative action’ to invite in the stranger to the Lord’s Table. However when we do, Jesus said ‘you will be blessed’.
· Pray that we will have a love and compassion for the stranger, the poor, the sick, the homeless and the destitute.

· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East – a Church which spans thirteen countries. 

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Martyrs of New Guinea
– Friday 2 September

· Zephaniah 3.14-20; Psalm 130;
Romans 8.33-39; John 12.20-32
‘The Lord is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more’ (Zephaniah 3.15). The martyrs remembered today are the Rev’d John Barge priest; Margaret Benchley, nurse; John Duffield, builder; May Hayman, nurse; the Rev’d Henry Holland, priest; Leslie Gariadi, evangelist; Lilla Lashmar. teacher; the Rev’d Henry Matthews, priest; Mavis Parkinson, teacher; the Rev’d Vivian Redlich, priest; and Lucian Tapiedi, teacher/evangelist.  These were ‘ordinary’ people, each in their own way faithful devoted witnesses to Jesus Christ. They stayed doing their job, refusing to abandon those they had come to serve and work amongst. They would not have seen themselves as heroic figures, but they were, because they were truly faithful. 
Jesus said: ‘those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”

· Pray, giving thanks for the example of faithful witnesses, and that we may have grace to follow in their steps.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, remembering especially today Archbishop Clyde Igara and his staff, clergy and people. 

Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 23]
– Sunday 4 September

· Jeremiah 18.1-11; Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18;
Philemon 1-25; Luke 14.25-35
‘Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand’ (Jeremiah 18.6). The image of God, as the potter, and us humans ‘like clay in the potter’s hand’, is at once exciting and awesome.  The clay pot is at risk from the beginning; when it may be spoiled, and even after it is finished and fired, it can be shattered. Not all vessels in the potter’s hand turn out to be perfect Grecian urns. We can, however, say with the psalmist ‘You have encompassed me behind and before: and have laid your hand upon me.’ Jesus was aware of the fragile imperfect nature of would-be disciples who, in following him, would be asked to carry the cross. He asked them to reflect on the consequences of following. Philemon, Paul’s dear friend and co-worker, was asked to give up a possession – his valuable slave.

· Pray: ‘I will praise you, for you are to be feared: fearful are your acts, and wonderful your works.’
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council.
Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 24]
– Sunday 11 September

· Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14;
1 Timothy 1.1-2, 12-19a or 1 Timothy 1; Luke 15.1-10
‘There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents’ (Luke 15:10).
This is not ‘the heathen’ or the un-‘saved’, nor about counting numbers. It is about care for the individual soul. This was Jesus, the Good Shepherd’s concern. He said a shepherd will leave ninety-nine sheep, even in the wilderness, and search for the lost one, until he finds it. Jesus’ parable of the lost is told, not only to his faithful disciples, but also to ‘the leaders and teachers’. Those in Christ’s Church, who would be leaders and have authority are to be held accountable for searching out the lost until they are found. Paul knew this and instructed Timothy, his ‘loyal child in the faith’ accordingly.

‘Though they frustrate the poor in their hopes: surely the Lord is their refuge.’

· Pray for the leaders of the Church that they will be guided by ‘love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith’.
· Give thanks for the Church of Ceylon, which covers most of Sri Lanka, remembering their ministry in a multi-religious context.
Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 25]
– Sunday 18 September
· Jeremiah 8.18 – 9.1; Psalm 79.1-9;
1 Timothy 2.1-10 or 1 Timothy 3.14 – 4.6; Luke 16.1-13
‘Then Jesus said to the disciples …’ The parables Jesus told, and that are recorded in the Gospels, were specific to his hearers, their background and lifestyle. So it is sometimes difficult for Western, English-speaking 21st century readers to untangle them. Interestingly, this parable here is given different headings by different translators and commentators: ‘the dishonest steward’, ‘the unjust steward’, ‘the unrighteous steward’, more recently ‘dishonest manager’ and finally ‘the shrewd manager’. He is the central character in the story – an anti-hero. The parable story is followed by several ‘sayings’ commenting on the story – trying to make sense of this character. 
Perhaps the moral of the parable, as viewed in our modern commercial world, is that those ‘of the world’ – operating in their environment – are farsighted – hence shrewd, prudent, looking to survival. The ‘children of light’, those concerned with ‘spiritual’ matters should be ready in their relationships to promote ‘heavenly’ things. 
· Pray: ‘Your Kingdom come’ – that the Church and its members, will be far-sighted and enthusiastic in seeking the Kingdom.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, and pray for peace between and within both countries.
Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016St Matthew, Apostle, 
Matthew Evangelist and Martyr
– Wednesday 21 September

· Proverbs 3.1-6; Psalm 19.1-6;
Ephesians 4.1-14; Matthew 9.9-13
‘Follow me.’   ‘Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called’ (Ephesians 4:1).
Matthew (‘gift of Jehovah’) the Apostle is well known (called Levi by Mark and Luke). However on the other hand, not very much is known about him. He was amongst the first that Jesus singled out; specifically called to leave the customs (toll) booth in Capernaum and follow, which he did.  Matthew is known as the author of the First Gospel -a well ordered, planned arrangement of the material he had before him. One commentator writes: ‘The great glory of this Gospel is the discourses. These are from the pen of the apostle Matthew himself, who evidently had a special gift of remembering and recording accurately the very words of the Master.’ (J.R. Dummelow). According to the oldest traditions, Matthew preached for fifteen years in Judea and then visited Ethiopia, Persia, Media and Parthia. In art his symbol is a man with wings.

· Pray: Give thanks for the life and writings of St Matthew. ‘Yet their sound has gone out through all the world: and their words to ends of the earth.’
· Give thanks for the Church of South India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.
Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 26]
– Sunday 25 September

· Jeremiah 32.1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91.1-6, 14-16;
1 Timothy 6.6-19 or 1 Timothy 4.12 – 5.8; Luke 16.19-31
‘… a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.”

Immediately there is conjured up in the mind – great wealth, luxury, a beautiful mansion, glorious food, and much more. Then there is the picture of a homeless, bare-footed, shabbily dressed, probably unwashed man, called Lazarus. He has a name – he is a person – a human being. The rich man is nameless – he is ‘everyman’. This is a memorable parable. Jesus is teaching his disciples and he does it with memorable stories. Jesus’ stories are for his disciples in every age and place. They are for us in Australia today. We can reflect: who are the nameless rich – people – countries – churches, and who are those whose names we do not ask to know. 
What are we to understand from Jesus’ teaching? – Our actions have everlasting consequences.  

Paul when writing to Timothy said: ‘There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment.’ ‘ But those who want to be rich fall into temptation.’
· Pray:  ‘Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Myanmar, giving thanks for their work and witness in that country.
Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

St Michael and All Angels
– Thursday 29 September

· Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14 or Ezekiel 1.4-12; Psalm 138;
Revelation 12.7-12a; John 1.45-51
‘Jesus said … Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’
Reading the Book of Revelation takes us out of our mundane world and transports us into another dimension. We are often so absorbed by the here and now that we forget there is much more to reflect upon. The Church’s commemoration of St Michael and All Angels takes us into that other world that Jesus spoke about. Besides the dramas that are described by St John, the Divine in Revelations, there are so many incidents that involve the angels, whether in the Old or the New Testament. It would seem that some people feel an affinity with angels – the concept of a ‘guardian angel’. Then too, Jesus warns his disciples – ‘See that you despise not one of these little ones: for I say to you, that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father who is in heaven’ (Matthew 18.10).
· Pray:  ‘Everlasting God…grant that, as your holy angels stand before you in heaven, so at your command they may help and defend us here on earth.’
· Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, giving thanks for their work and witness.
Text:
Moya Holle, ABM Sydney Committee
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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