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	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2017
(Year A)

	Written by 
The Rt Rev Paul Korir,
 Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya



It is with great pleasure that I present Pew Reflections for the beginning of 2017. 

We hope that you will find that these reflections prompt and help your congregations to ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Scriptures, and that in doing so, their faith will be deepened.
May you find them to be helpful as we begin 2017. 
In Christ,
Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator
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The Rt Rev Paul Korir
The Rt Rev Paul Korir is the first bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Kapsabet, having been elected on 7 May 2016 and consecrated and enthroned on 12 June that year. Kapsabet Diocese was carved out of the Anglican Diocese of Eldoret and came into being on 1 January 2016. Bishop Paul is married to Selline who is a social worker who has worked in the poor informal settlements/slums of Nairobi, transforming lives and bringing the message of hope to the youth, children and women. They are blessed with two sons, Emmanuel (16) and Samuel (11) whose life of prayer, humility and respect continue to bring joy to the family and ministry of Bishop Paul. Prior to his consecration and enthronement, Bishop Paul served as the Assistant Provost/Dean of All Saints’ Cathedral, Nairobi, where he celebrated every ministry opportunity. 
Bishop Paul, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, seeks to present the Diocese of Kapsabet as a serving Church which is a change-agent, representing the Kingdom of God by charging the Christians and their clergy to live a life worthy of the gospel in transforming people's lives. He was made deacon in 1993 and ordained priest in 1994. He defines himself as a servant saved by the grace of God and called to serve (saved to serve!). He holds a Master of Arts in Theological Studies (MATS) from Asbury Theological Seminary, USA, and is currently pursuing his doctoral studies from the same seminary hoping to graduate in May 2017. He is the first born of his 13 siblings (eight sisters and five brothers). 
How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
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ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections – First Quarter 2017
1 January – 26 March
The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
– Sunday 1 January 2017 

· Numbers 6.22-27; Psalm 8
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.15-21

The rhythm and language of the blessings that Aaron and his sons should pronounce upon the Israelites as recorded in our Old Testament reading, were given by God through Moses. It is the will of God that his people be blessed and kept safe. The shining of God’s face upon the Israelites and his countenance being upon them symbolized his presence in their lives in the Promised Land. As we begin this New Year, 2017, we ask God to release the same blessings upon us in all that we do and to whom that we are. May he bless our homes and families, our farming, businesses, education, our Churches and our vocations.
· O Lord, we ask that you may order our steps in this new year and give us peace. We pray that you draw us closer to you in every sphere of our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
· Pray for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya. 
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Epiphany of our Lord
– Friday 6 January 2017
· Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12

In the Old Testament reading, God is breathing new breath, the breath of life to the Israelites. A new chapter in their lives was being opened by Almighty God. They are invited to arise and shine, for their light (Jesus is the Light of the world, John 8.12) has come and the glory of the Lord has risen upon them. In a world which is increasingly becoming symbolically dark and hopelessness hovering over many people in the world we live in today, God is calling the Church to shine and bring hope and a future to the people. When the Church arises above the routine, the familiarity and the ordinary by seeking to present the glory of God to our world, then darkness will be driven away. God is calling the Church to set the pace and standard of integrity and dignity in a world that is becoming more secular day by day. No wonder Christ is challenging his disciples to let their light to so shine… (Matthew 5.16).

· Lord Jesus, we pray that you will give grace to your Church so as to rise and shine in a world full of darkness. May the Church be a beacon of hope and a future in our world. Thank you for releasing your glory to rise upon your Church. Lord teach us always to know that it is not our Church but your Church neither is it our ministry but your ministry. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Baptism of our Lord
[Ordinary Sunday 1]
– Sunday 8 January 2017
· Isaiah 42.1-9; Psalm 29;
Acts 10.34-43; Matthew 3.13-17
In the Gospel reading we are given an opportunity to celebrate the baptism of Christ the Messiah. He was baptized by John in the River Jordan to show us that Jesus appreciated his humanity – the essence of incarnation. This points to us that God chooses to use the ordinary to perform the extraordinary. The most important thing is to yield to the will of God for his grace to flow. John wanted to refuse to baptize Jesus because he (John) thought he was not qualified to do so from his human standpoint but when he submitted to the will of God, he did this ministry of baptizing Jesus and the River Jordan, the ordinary river. Many times we feel we are not worthy of doing a given assignment in the Church because we are entangled by our past. God is calling us to surrender our limitations and our imperfections to him and invite him to use us as he will. The baptism of Jesus also should remind us to renew our baptismal vows as we renew our faith.

· Let us pray for the ministers of the Word both lay and ordained that they shall avail themselves to be used of God as did John without exalting their limitations and challenges in life. Lord sanctify your servants and renew their commitment to your service through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 2]
– Sunday 15 January 2017
· Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 40.1-14
1 Corinthians 1.1-9; John 1.29-42

Paul, the Apostle submits that his calling was purely merited by the will of God. He writes so powerfully to the Church in Corinth and expresses his gratitude by giving thanks to God for the Church in Corinth. It is clear that we need to give thanks to God for our Churches, their leadership and the congregations alike. There is power in giving thanks for the things that God has done for us through his Church. God has given us the gift of salvation by his grace, given us fellowship and the sense of belonging, gift of life, gift of family and our places of work. Yes we can deny the many times when suffering has been unbearable but even while we are unfaithful, he remains faithful for while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5.8).
· Pray that God will sustain the spirit of gratitude among the congregants and the ministers of the Word alike. Pray that we shall be grateful in all places and at all times. Through Christ Jesus Our Lord. Amen.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Central Africa.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Confession of Peter
– Wednesday 18 January 2017
· Acts 15.7-11; Psalm 145.1-13
Galatians 2.7-16; Matthew 16.13-19
In the Gospel reading today, Jesus stops to take stock of his ministry here on earth. In the busyness of our lives it is good to stop and evaluate how we are doing in our spiritual journey – our walk with God. Jesus took advantage of the cordial relationship with his disciples to allow them to tell what they have heard people saying of his ministry. Once Jesus had heard how others would rate his ministry, he turned to his disciples to present their evaluation from their experiences. It is hard to know how we are doing until we allow others to evaluate us and give us feedback. In today’s world, life is more private and confidential but in Africa some few years ago, life was communal and peers could correct each other if they were not doing well behaviourwise, hence the famous saying: I am because you are, and since you are, therefore, I am.
· Pray that God will bring people our way who will be objective and candid enough to give us feedback in our spiritual journey. Pray also that when we are corrected, we accept the correction and change for the better and move on. 

· Give thanks for all churches dedicated under the patronage of St Peter, remembering especially St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide and St Peter’s Cathedral, Armidale.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
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The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 3]
– Sunday 22 January 2017
· Isaiah 9.1-4; Psalm 27.1-10
1 Corinthians 1.10-18; Matthew 4.12-25
In the Gospel reading we get to appreciate the fact that Jesus takes the early warning so seriously that when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. His ministry focus was changed to fit the context he was operating from and his focus now was on repentance. From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven has come near’ (v. 17). Without changing the gospel message, we need to be sensitive to the context from which we operate as we present the gospel. He started recruiting his disciples for he was preparing for succession and continuity. What is happening around us? What message do we need to present for this generation?   

· Pray that the message will address the challenge of climate change/global warming, poverty/economic instability, terrorism, and politically instigated violence, resource-based conflicts in the world.  

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
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The Conversion of St Paul
– Wednesday 25 January 2017

· Acts 22.3-16 or Acts 9.1-22; Psalm 117;
Galatians 1.11-24; Luke 24.44-48

In Acts chapter 9, we are given the story of the dramatic conversion of Saul to Paul. Saul was persecuting the Church but God said enough is enough he had to undergo that transformative experience. In verse 4, Saul is asked a pertinent question by Jesus himself; “Saul, Saul why do you persecute me?” In the world we live in today, there are many people who persecute the Church in various ways. Others persecute the Church by their character, by the sin of omission and commission, others by their speech, while others by resisting the will of God in service to His Church, and others by literally killing Christians as we hear in other parts of this world where we have underground Churches. May God help us so as to be transformed in our thoughts and actions to be a blessing to the Church of Christ. 
· Pray for the persecuted Church in some parts of this world. Pray also that God may show us the areas we have persecuted the Church knowingly or unknowingly and repent so that we may become a blessing to the Church. 

· Give thanks for all churches dedicated under the patronage of St Paul, remembering especially St Paul’s Cathedral, Bendigo, St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, St Paul’s Cathedral, Rockhampton, and St Paul’s Cathedral, Sale. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, remembering especially the Diocese of Iran.

Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

Australia Day
– Thursday 26 January 2017
· Jeremiah 29.4-14; Psalm 33.12-21;
1 Thessalonians 5.12-24; John 8.31-36

Happy Australia Day. What a beautiful land God has given us! In the Old Testament reading, Prophet Jeremiah is addressing the children of Israel who were sent into exile. In verse 7 the Israelites are charged to change their attitude and seek for the welfare of the city. The Church is called to seek for the welfare of the city, for the prosperity of the city is their prosperity. Some Christians don’t see anything good in their respective countries and they complain and curse the country. It is the will of God that we seek for the welfare of our respective countries and for today we have the opportunity to thank God for Australia and her people. It is argued elsewhere that you will never appreciate your country, your people, your food until you travel outside your country and that is when everything you miss back home will remain a treasure. They say east or west, home is best. God bless Australia, God bless her people this day and always.

· Pray that God will bless Australia and make it a blessing to the nations!

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia 

Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 4]
– Sunday 29 January 2017
· Micah 6.1-8; Psalm 15;
1 Corinthians 1.18-31; Matthew 5.1-12

St Paul raises the theology of the Cross which is the power of us believers. For those who are perishing, who don’t understand the power of God and his salvation history, the Cross is foolishness (v.18). In the world today, the theology of glory and the prosperity gospel have been lifted over and above the theology of the Cross. Without Good Friday, there will be no Easter Day. We are reminded that God has called us and saved us by his grace. We need to reconnect with this theology of the Cross as we propagate the Gospel of a suffering Messiah who died on the Cross to take away the sins of the world. He died for us and the Cross is where we draw our strength in this heavenly journey. This teaches us that to have bigger, better and new is to be prosperous yet at times even with plenty, life is empty. The Cross reminds us that the suffering we undergo in this world is temporal for Jesus overcame death and suffering as our Saviour. It is well!

· Pray that we may be reconnect with the theology of the Cross from where we draw our strength. Pray also for the Christians who suffer persecution that they may find joy in their suffering for the living Christ who come through for them.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)

– Thursday 2 February 2017
· Malachi 3.1-4; Psalm 24 or Psalm 84;
Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 2.22-40

In the Gospel reading, the parents of Jesus fulfil the Law of Moses as law-abiding Jews. They took Jesus as their first born to the Temple to be designated as a holy to the Lord. There is more joy when Christians become law-abiding citizens. Indeed we have dual citizenship, one is that we live in this world and the second is that we belong to heaven. The first born have a special place in any family cycles because they represent the grace of God and will carry on the name of the family. In many cultures, first born get a lot of attention not only from the parents but from the grandparents as well. You will hear the grandmother joyfully introducing herself as the newest grandmother in town and the grandfather alike.  

· Pray that God will give us grace to love our children unconditionally and that we may present them to the New Testament Temple, the Church.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui.

Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The First Anglican Service at Sydney Cove, 1788
– Friday 3 February 2017 

· Isaiah 61.8-11; Psalm 116.11-18;
Philippians 4.4-8; John 6.25-35

The Psalm for today is normally recited by mothers during the service of Churching when the child is brought to the Church for the first time after delivery. It befits the celebration of the first service in Sydney. In verse 11, the Psalmist is passionately engaging himself with a critical question when he remembers the goodness of the Lord in his life. He ponders: “How shall I repay the Lord: for all his benefits to me?” He quickly answers the question: “I will take up the cup of salvation: and call upon the name of the Lord.” God is calling us to be proud of our salvation by sharing our testimony even in the market place by our words, deeds and actions! By so doing, we shall proclaim the gospel by the way we live our lives as Christians.

· Pray that God will give us grace to be courageous in sharing our faith in diverse contexts and more so in places where Christianity is treated as less popular. Pray also that God will raise missioners who will bring the good news to places where Christianity has not reached.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of our own Church, the Anglican Church of Australia.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 5]
– Sunday 5 February 2017
· Isaiah 58.1-9a, [9b-12]; Psalm 112;
1 Corinthians 2.1-13, [14-16]; Matthew 5.13-20

In the Epistle reading, we see the power of humility. In humility, we reach all people and we can warm their hearts with the good news. St. Paul shows that in his weakness, fear and trembling (verse 3), God connected his spirit with the spirits of the Corinthians. There is power in enriching our emotional connection for in that our hearts will be weaved together for the sake of the gospel.
· Pray that God will give us grace to humble ourselves as we bring the good news to the people. Pray that God will give us a new heart and put a new spirit in us; that he may remove from us the heart of stone and give us a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36.26).

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Japan, the Nippon Sei Ko Kai.

Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
[OS 6]
– Sunday 12 February 2017

· Deuteronomy 10.12-22 or Sirach 15.15-20; 
Psalm 119.1-8; 1 Corinthians 3.1-9; Matthew 5.21-37
In the Epistle reading, St Paul is creating an environment to correct what is normally known as ‘sibling rivalry.’ Paul equates his ministry with the ministry of Apollos and affirms to the Corinthians that Apollos and Paul were both servants of the Living God and there was no need for the Church to be divided along those lines of one group liking Paul and another liking Apollos. The ministry is one and the owner of the very ministry is none other than God himself. Why are there so many divisions in the Church nowadays? God is calling the Church to heal the wounds and unite people by planting the seed of love. 
· Pray that God will bring unity within the body of Christ, the Church and heal the broken hearts. Pray for unity of purpose in our diversity that the Church may be one as Christ and his Father are one (John 17.11)

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Bangladesh.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Holy Innocents
– if not observed on December 28
– Friday 17 February 2017

· Jeremiah 31.15-20; Psalm 124;
1 John 1.5 – 2.2; Matthew 2.13-18

The Gospel reading is a godsend in our world today where the number of refugees and internally displaced persons increases day by day. Jesus and his parents fled to Egypt in fear of Herod who was about to search for the child to destroy (v. 13). Jesus as a child became a refugee and for that experience, he is the wounded-healer for the refugees.  

· Pray that the refugees across the world will find the host communities welcoming, loving, considerate and caring. Pray that leaders in leadership will love justice, fairness and equity and protect innocent lives by embracing democracy and good governance

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
[OS 7]
– Sunday 19 February 2017

· Leviticus 19.1-2, 9-18; Psalm 119.33-40;
1 Corinthians 3.10-17; Matthew 5.38-48
In the Epistle reading, Paul is charging the Church in Corinth to ensure that they build on the one and only foundation, Jesus Christ (v. 11). In building on the very foundation, care must be exercised by all means. The Church is invited to continue firming her commitment to the very foundation. In the contemporary society, the context from where we operate in proclaiming the gospel, there are so many things which include but are not limited to: secularism, materialism, atheism etc, that seek to shake and if possible replace the very foundation. God forbid! Therefore, brothers and sisters, let 
us work out our salvation with fear and trembling. (Philippians 2.12)
· Pray that God will give grace to his Church to build and grow their salvation upon the solid foundation, Jesus Christ in season and out of season.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of North India.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St Matthias, Apostle and Martyr
– Friday 24 February 2017
· Acts 1.14-17, 20-26; Psalm 113 or Psalm 84;
Philippians 3.13-21; John 15.9-17

In the gospel reading, Jesus raises the status of his disciples. He calls them his friends. Friendship for the sake of the gospel is very paramount in the world where hatred is so evident in all spheres of life. Because Jesus had such a powerful relationship with his disciples, he laid down his life for them and us, and in turn the disciples withstood the persecution because Jesus was their friend. I really love the hymn, What a friend we have in Jesus!
· Pray that the Lord will increase our friendship for him and his Church. Pray that we will demonstrate friendship in all spheres of our lives.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Pakistan.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

EITHER

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

– Sunday 26 February 2017
· Exodus 24.12-18; Psalm 2;
2 Peter 1.16-21; Matthew 17.1-9

The gospel reading is the narrative of the transfiguration of Jesus. God repeated the words He had spoken about Jesus during his baptism: “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased.” (v. 5). We have become sons and daughters of our loving Father. He is speaking in a voice tender and loving that He is well pleased with us. The top mountain experience was so nice and exciting to the three disciples, Peter, James and John, whom Jesus had took with him but work was awaiting for them down on the plains. God is calling the Church to leave the comfort zone and travel to where ministry is. In this reading, I cannot stop thanking the volunteers for the work they are doing in the Church. Bless their heart of service.

· Pray that we may reach out to those who are hurting and suffering with the love of Christ. Pray that we may always see nothing but Jesus even on top of the mountain when everything is going well in our lives.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
OR

The Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany 
[OS 8]

– Sunday 26 February 2017

· Isaiah 49.8-16a; Psalm 131;
1 Corinthians 3.18 – 4.5; Matthew 6.22-34
In the gospel reading, Jesus addresses the ever-increasing concern in human life, worry! Across the globe, worries rule over the lives of God’s people. Jesus is not wishing away his disciples’ concerns, fears and worries in life but he assures them of his ever-presence in their lives lest they feel lonely and alone. He was imploring upon them for their faith to be increased. Jesus is the same, yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13.8). When we seek first the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom values, the rest will fall in place (v. 33).  
· O Lord Jesus, increase our faith and help us cast our burdens and worries unto you for you care for us.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
Ash Wednesday 


– Wednesday 1 March 2017

· Either Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58.1-12; Psalm 51.1-17; 
2 Corinthians 5.20b–6:10; Matthew 6.1-6 [7-15] 16-21

When ashes are imposed on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday, we are reminded of our humanness and the power of God who made us in His image and likeness (Genesis 1.26-27). Ash Wednesday is an important day in our Christian calendar for it ushers us into the forty days of fasting and praying as we seek the face of the Lord! In the reading from Isaiah, God has given us the template of the type of fasting He chooses which is: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke. To share bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house, to cover the naked… (vv. 6-7). This to me is the sum total of our faith which should be the heartbeat of the missional church!
· Pray that God will help us, his Church to be more outward looking to serve and reach out to the hurting world at all times and in all places. That our fasting and praying will be a sweet aroma to Almighty God.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The First Sunday in Lent 


– Sunday 5 March 2017
· Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7; Psalm 32;
Romans 5.12-21; Matthew 4.1-11
The gospel reading records the temptation of Jesus that took place in the wilderness that centered on Jesus’ fasting for forty days and nights. He needed food and so the devil enters at that time but he was defeated by the quote of the Scripture. The devil took him to the holy city and tempted him there to show that even in our spiritual progress we should beware of the enemy. The tempter took Jesus to a high mountain and showed him the splendour of the world promising to give him all if he worshipped him. Jesus defeats the tempter by categorically quoting that our worship should be to God and him alone. It is beneficial for us Christians to be rooted in 
the Word of God for we can quote when the enemy tries to tempt us.
· Pray that God will help us overcome temptations that come our way by staying connected to Almighty God whose Word is our promise and truth! That as we progress in life our worship will not be shifted from God to wealth. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Philippine Independent Church, the Iglesia Filipina Independiente.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Second Sunday in Lent 


– Sunday 12 March 2017
· Genesis 12.1-4a; Psalm 121;
Romans 4.1-5, [6-12], 13-17; 
And one of John 3.1-17 or Mark 9.2-9 or Luke 9.28-36

In the gospel of John we are reminded of the power of being born again, to be born of water and Spirit (v. 5). Nicodemus sought Jesus in order to understand the things of God. Attention was given to him and his questions were answered. God is calling us to subdue the flesh and our humanity to the will of God. The flesh competes while the Spirit complements! Jesus has time for you at all times and in all places. In verse 16, we are told of the unconditional love of which God is inviting you and me to partake.

· Pray that we may spend enough time with Jesus as we seek answers to the many questions that we have on a daily basis. That we may grasp how high and deep and how wide and long the love of Christ is (Ephesians 3.18)

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Rt Rev and Most Hon Justin Welby.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Third Sunday in Lent 


– Sunday 19 March 2017
· Exodus 17.1-7; Psalm 95;
Romans 5.1-11; John 4.5-42

In the gospel reading, the discourse between the Samaritan woman and Jesus shows us how the division between the Jews and the Samaritans was terminated (in v. 9b we read that the Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans). After the discussions and when the Samaritan woman discovered her definition from Jesus’ standpoint, she turned an Evangelist and she went to her home city and invited all to ‘come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ (v. 29). We are being called to tell about Jesus and invite people in our places of work, in our homes and in the market to come and see the Messiah.
· Pray that God will give us the boldness required to tell about Jesus in our world where talking about Jesus is increasingly becoming less popular. That public theology be embraced in our Churches and society.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of all those whose lives point others towards Jesus. 
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
St Joseph, Husband of the BVM
– Monday 20 March 2017
· 2 Samuel 7.4-16; Psalm 89.19-30;
Romans 4.13-22; Matthew 1.18-25

The gospel reading balances the tension in the life of Joseph whose betrothed wife, Mary, was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit versus his righteousness. The will of God versus public disgrace? To keep his face, Joseph had planned to dismiss Mary quietly (v. 19). Because of that reality, the angel of the Lord appeared to him and strengthened him not to be afraid. The promise of God being fulfilled in the life and family of Joseph was greater than the temporal disgrace and public shame. If anything, God was going to protect him and deliver him from the same perceived or real disgrace, for the battle is not ours but the Lord’s (2 Chronicles 20.15). God sorted out Joseph to glorify himself and to release his blessings upon the nations.

· Pray that God will deliver his promises and will to his people through you and me. That we shall yield to the will of God more than our own comfort and public relations. 

· Give thanks for all those who do their best as stepfathers. 
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
The Annunciation to the BVM
– Saturday 25 March 2017
· Isaiah 7.10-14; Psalm 40.6-13;
Hebrews 10.4-10; Luke 1.26-38

In the gospel reading, the angel of the Lord prepares Mary for the good news on the birth of the Messiah. She strengthens Mary not to be afraid for she had found favour with God. Mary therefore, is referred to by the angel as the favoured one (v28). The Virgin Mary was to bear a holy son, who will be called Son of God. The things of God for the people of God. God’s favour had also been extended to Elizabeth, a relative of Mary in her old age and she had conceived a son for there is nothing impossible with God (v37). God chooses to use whomever he chooses to fulfil his promise and ours is to join in praising God for favouring his people. There are so many promises God fulfils on a daily basis to his people and what is required of us is to remain faithful to him, as Mary remained virgin in her life and she was favoured of God. Let us keep the faith by keeping the fire burning (Leviticus 6.13). 
· Pray that Christ will continue favouring his Church to glorify himself in our generation as he did in the generation of Mary and Jesus. That we shall continue waiting upon the Lord in prayer.

· Give thanks for all those who do their best to bring Jesus to birth in our own generation.
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 


– Sunday 26 March 2017
· 1 Samuel 16.1-13; Psalm 23;
Ephesians 5.8-14; John 9.1-41

In the gospel reading, we see Jesus correcting the worldview of his disciples who thought that sin was commensurate to deformity. The disciples were convinced that either the parents of the blind man or the blind man himself had sinned for him to be in that situation. Jesus corrects this philosophy by affirming that the blind man would manifest the works of God (v. 3). Every human being created in the image of God has a purpose and agenda of God to fulfil in this world. From this narrative, we are cautioned by Jesus not to wish people away but allow God to use them as he wills. If anything, you and I are works in progress, for God is not yet done with us. That is why Jesus in his manifesto in Luke 4.18 declares: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim the good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind; [and] to set free the oppressed.” God uses our limitations and challenges to create a better world that will honour and glorify him at all times and in all places.  

· Pray that God will give us grace to see his ministry in others and the will of God in the lives of people living with disabilities. That we shall be a shoulder for the less fortunate and for people living with disabilities to lean on. 

· Give thanks for all the sources of spiritual refreshment in your life. 
Text:
The Rt Rev Paul Korir
Bishop of Kapsabet, Anglican Church of Kenya 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2016
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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