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	2 April – 29 June 2017

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2017
(Year A)

	Written by 
Robert McLean,
 ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator



It is with great pleasure that I present the second quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2017. 

It is ABM’s hope that you will find that these reflections prompt and help your congregations to ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Scriptures, and that in doing so, their faith will be deepened.
We hope that you find them to be helpful as we continue through the year. 
In Christ,
Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator
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Robert McLean
This quarter’s reflections have been written by Robert McLean, ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator. Robert has been with ABM since 2008.  He was formerly responsible for the Church to Church unit which supports leadership formation and training activities, as well as evangelistic outreach within ABM’s Overseas Program. Robert now manages the Partnerships Program. The Partnerships Committee oversees ABM’s relationships with our Overseas Partners on behalf of the Board. In addition, a small proportion of his work is dedicated to going out to speak to parishes and groups to raise awareness of the program and to stimulate support, whether by interest, prayer or donations.

Robert completed a postgraduate degree in theology from the University of Otago in New Zealand in 1996 and has been employed within the Anglican Church in various roles ever since.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
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ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections – Second Quarter 2017
2 April – 29 June
The Fifth Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 2 April 2017 

· Ezekiel 37.1-14; Psalm 130;
Romans 8.6-11; John 11.1-45.
Despite the danger of being stoned by the authorities, Jesus is intent on going to Judea. He does this in order to fulfil God’s mission, which is that Lazarus should be restored to health, and fullness of life. Jesus is not deterred by the danger but sees it as an opportunity to show God’s power at work in the world. Martha responds to Jesus’ declaration that he is the Resurrection by proclaiming her belief that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. She did this even before Lazarus had emerged from the tomb alive.
· Pray that you will find opportunities to show others where God is working in the world today.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya. 
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
The Sixth Sunday in Lent – Palm Sunday 
– Sunday 9 April 2017

· Matthew 21.1-11 (Palm Gospel);
Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 31.9-18; Philippians 2.5-11; 
Either Matthew 26.14 – 27.66 or Matthew 27.11-54.
In the longer version of the Passion, we hear that Judas goes to the authorities in order to betray Jesus for financial (and thus, short-term) advantage. We’d all like to think that we wouldn’t do the same thing, but Judas, like us, was one of Jesus’ followers. We could all fall into that same self-serving net. Despite Judas’ treachery, Jesus sets out to fulfil God’s mission, whether the crowds are crying Hosanna! or Crucify!
· Pray that you will remain a faithful disciple, following Jesus and sharing in his sorrows.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

Holy Monday 
– Monday 10 April 2017

· Isaiah 42.1-9; Psalm 36.5-11;
Hebrews 9.11-15; John 12.1-11.
In today’s gospel we learn that the authorities wanted to put not only Jesus to death, but also Lazarus, the man whom Jesus had raised from the dead, because his revival had caused many to believe in Jesus. We also learn of Judas’ carping about the expense of Mary’s ointment, yet he had no love for the poor. May we, like Jesus, always keep the poor in our hearts – rather than displaying fake compassion towards them.
· Pray that you will cause others to believe in Jesus because of the way that you show Jesus at work 
in you.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
Holy Tuesday 
– Tuesday 11 April 2017

· Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 71.1-14;
1 Corinthians 1.18-31; John 12.20-36.
Jesus, though troubled, knows that he must follow God’s plan for him right to the end if he is to play his part in the mission of God. He wants to bring glory to God. Following Jesus’ example, we need to be faithful in order to bring glory to God. Lord, we believe – help our unbelief.
· Pray that you will discern and follow God’s plan for your life, bringing God glory at each stage.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

Holy Wednesday 
– Wednesday 12 April 2017

· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 70; 
Hebrews 12.1-3; John 13.21-32.

In Ireland this day was once known as Spy Wednesday as it is the day on which Jesus was betrayed by Judas. We find the disciples at dinner, reclining on couches, as was the custom. They want to know who will betray Jesus. Jesus tells Peter that it is the disciple to whom he gives bread that has been dipped in a dish of something like hummus. 

· Pray for forgiveness for those times when you have betrayed Jesus – in thought, word or deed.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the province of Central Africa, particularly in Zambia where ABM works.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
Maundy Thursday
– Thursday 13 April 2017

· Exodus 12.1-4 (5-10) 11-14; Psalm 116.1-2, 11-18;
1 Corinthians 11.23-26; John 13.1-17, 31b-35.
Today the Church celebrates the New Commandment given to it by Christ to love one another. By doing this he showed the disciples the attitude that they would need to play their part in God’s mission effectively. That attitude, of course, is love, and with love comes self-sacrificial service, whether that be washing the feet of others, or, as we will see tomorrow, taking away the sin of the world by dying a criminal’s death on the Cross.
· Pray that love will radiate from within your heart 
in all places and at all times, empowering you to serve others.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, remembering especially the Church’s Decade of Mission, 2016-2025.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

Good Friday
– Friday 14 April 2017

· Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22; 
Either 1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25; John 18.1– 19.42
In many of our churches today an ancient piece of liturgy will be sung – the Reproaches. The text reminds us of God’s goodness to us, and our thanklessness: … I plucked you out of Egypt’s hand: yet you handed me over to be crucified. I parted the sea before you: yet you parted my side with a lance. I led you as a pillar of cloud: yet you led me into Pilate’s palace. I rained down manna for you in the desert: yet you rained down blows and lashes on me … Our sins have nailed Jesus to the Cross and it is for us he suffers there. May we repent of our profound ingratitude.
· Pray that you will remember all that Jesus has done for you and be thankful.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of Holy 
Cross Cathedral, Geraldton (Diocese of North 
West Australia) and for St Saviour’s Cathedral, Goulburn (Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn)
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
Holy Saturday: The Easter Vigil
– Saturday 15 April 2017

· The Main OT Reading: Exodus 14.10-31; 15.20-21; 
Instead of the Psalm: Exodus 15.1b-13,17-18;
Romans 6.3-11; Matthew 28.1-10.
In the still of the night, just as dawn is about to break, the three Saint Maries sped to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. This was to have been their final act of love for the earthly Jesus. Yet they are confronted not by a corpse, but rather with their Risen Lord. Like the angel at the sepulchre, he tells them not to be afraid. Our attitude as individuals and as Church should allow us serve our Lord without fear. Resurrection life allows us to embrace the unknown future confident in Jesus’ love for us.
· Pray that your life and the life of your parish may be transformed by the power of Christ’s mighty and glorious Resurrection.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, remembering especially the ministry of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and all other churches in Jerusalem.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

Easter Day
– Sunday 16 April 2017
· Either Acts 10.34-43 or Jeremiah 31.1-6;
Either Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 or  Hymn to the Risen Christ (APBA, p. 6);
Colossians 3.1-4; Matthew 28.1-10.
In the still of the night, just as dawn is about to break, the three Saint Maries sped to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. This was to have been their final act of love for the earthly Jesus. Yet they are confronted not by a corpse, but rather with their Risen Lord. Like the angel at the sepulchre, he tells them not to be afraid. Our attitude as individuals and as Church should allow us serve our Lord without fear. Resurrection life allows us to embrace the unknown future confident in Jesus’ love for us.

· Pray that your life and the life of your parish may be transformed by the power of Christ’s mighty and glorious Resurrection.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, remembering especially the ministry of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and all other churches in Jerusalem.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
The Second Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 23 April 2017

· Acts 2.14a, 22-32; Psalm 16;
1 Peter 1.1-12; John 20.19-31.

St Thomas is remembered for his doubt and yet we forget that more importantly his encounter with the Risen Jesus leads him to proclaim that Jesus is his Lord and his God. Similarly, may our lives be turned around so that we can join in with Thomas’ statement of fidelity.  
· Pray for all those who struggle with doubt and agnosticism when it comes to who Jesus is. May the Holy Spirit strengthen them as they grapple with questions of belief.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building 
NSW 1230

 

	[image: image4.jpg]






	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Flickr
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	Twitter
	


	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links


St Mark, Evangelist and Martyr

– Tuesday 25 April 2017

· Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 89.1-9;
Either Ephesians 4.7-16 or 1 Peter 5.5b-14;
Either Mark 16.1-15or Mark 16.16-20.

St Mark tells us that Mary Magdalene was the first to witness Christ’s Resurrection and it was she who first told the disciples about it. Like Mary Magdalene, and the unnamed disciples on the road to Emmaus, we are called to proclaim the Risen Jesus to those around us. May God give us opportunities to do that so that the world may believe in the One who triumphed over sin and death.
· Pray that God will give us opportunities to share our faith with those around us.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
ANZAC Day
– Tuesday 25 April 2017

· Micah 4.1-4; Psalm 46;
Hebrews 10.32 – 11.1;  John 15.9-17.

How can we ‘go and bear fruit, fruit that will last’ when we are so pre-occupied with preparing for combat, or worse, waging war? May God forgive our wickedness and our wilful blindness, refusing to see war as the ultimate futility. May those of us who are lucky enough to live in peace never forget the sacrifices made by others on our behalf. May we honour them by seeking peace as long as we live.
· Pray for all those affected by war, remembering especially those who lost their lives, and their families.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of our own Church, the Anglican Church of Australia, remembering especially our chaplains who serve in the army, navy and airforce.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

 
The Third Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 30 April 2017

· Acts 2.14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 11-18; 1 Peter 1.13-25; 
Either Luke 24.13-35 or Matthew 28.8-15a.
St Luke tells us about the walk to Emmaus where two of the disciples meet with the Risen Christ, yet they do not realize who he is until he breaks bread with them. In our day-to-day lives we can find, looking back, that God has been with us, even though we did not know it at the time. This often happens at the end of a period of stress. Cleopas and his companion were no doubt mourning the death of Jesus, and yet, he was with them all along the way.
· Pray that you will discern God’s presence in the Eucharist like Cleopas and his companion.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Japan, the Nippon Sei Ko Kai.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

SS Philip and James, Apostles and Martyrs
– Monday 1 or Wednesday 3 May 2017

· Isaiah 30.18-21; Psalm 19.1-6;
1 Corinthians 15.1-8; John 14.6-14.

St Philip asks Jesus to ‘… show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus’ reply shows us how often even the disciples could not see the wood for the trees. He says, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.’ How well do we know Jesus? Like any relationship, we need to spend time with him – in prayer – so that the bond becomes strong and deep. 
· Pray that your relationship with Jesus will be strengthened by spending more time in prayer.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Bangladesh.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017


St John, Apostle and Evangelist
–if not observed on December 27
– Saturday 6 May 2017

· Proverbs 8.22-31; Psalm 97;
1 John 1.1-5; John 20.2-8.

Today St John tells us that Jesus chose to reveal his Resurrection first to St Mary Magdalene. Throughout its history the Church has had an ambivalent view of the role of women. Yet, Jesus Christ, God of the universe and Lord of the Church, chooses a woman to be the first to see him as he is – the One whom the hymn writer calls Death of death and hell’s Destruction.
· Pray for women’s ministry, giving thanks for all the benefits that women bring to the Church.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of  St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 7 May 2017

· Acts 2.42-47; Psalm 23;
1 Peter 2.1-10; John 10.1-10.

Jesus tells us that sheep follow the shepherd’s voice, and the shepherd knows all the sheep by name. Whose voice do we follow – is it Christ’s, or does the voice belong to someone else? Are we deceiving ourselves that we are following the great Shepherd of the sheep when, in fact, we are following a voice that will lead us away from the God of grace?
· Pray for those who have answered God’s call faithfully, living out their lives vocationally and sacrificially.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of North India.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017


The Fifth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 14 May 2017

· Acts 7.55-60; Psalm 31.1-5, 17-18;
1 Peter 2.11-25; John 14.1-14.

Today we hear that St Thomas said to Jesus, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus responded to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life’. How easy it can be to feel rudderless, tossed about on the stormy sea of life. Today Jesus shows us that he is where true direction is to be found. He is our compass for life.

· Pray that those who yearn for direction may find it in Jesus Christ, the way, and the truth, and the life.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Pakistan.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 21 May 2017

· Acts 17.22-31; Psalm 66.7-19;
1 Peter 3.8-22; John 14.15-21.

Jesus says to us today: If you love me, you will keep my commandments. Yet how often do we fall short of loving God and loving neighbour? How often are we slack to attend to prayer and worship, annihilating our own spiritual lives? How many times do we fall into gossip and backstabbing, creating hurt in our own parish community? May we turn from our wickedness and live. Lord, may the world know we are your disciples by the love we show to each other!
· Pray that the Holy Spirit will help us to focus on our interior prayer lives, and to build up our parishes to be welcoming and transforming communities.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017


Ascension Day 

– Thursday 25 May 2017

· Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 47;
Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 28.16-20.

Today we hear of the task that Jesus leaves the disciples – to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that he has commanded. And so it is that we have heard the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in our time and place. May we give thanks for those who have played their part in God’s mission over twenty centuries, allowing us to have heard the Good News.
· Pray for all those who have been or will be baptised this year, and rejoice with the Church as they publicly respond to God’s love for them.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 28 May 2017

· Acts 1.6-14; Psalm 68.1-10, 32-35;
1 Peter 5; John 17.1-11.
Today we hear that Jesus says of the disciples: ‘This is eternal life that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do’. May we discern what it is that we are being called to do in order to fulfil our part in God’s mission. May we be able to say with Jesus: Father, I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me 
to do.
· Pray that the Church discerns God’s will and joins 
in with what the Holy Spirit is already doing in 
the world to bring in God’s reign of love, hope 
and justice. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Philippine Independent Church, the Iglesia Filipina Independiente.

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

The Visitation of the BVM to Elizabeth
– Wednesday 31 May 2017

· 1 Samuel 2.1-10; Psalm 113;
Romans 12.9-16b; Luke 1.39-57
Today we read of the visit that Mary made to the village of Ein Karem, just out of Jerusalem, where today the Franciscans oversee a church dedicated to the Visitation and another to St John the Baptist. Elizabeth (John the Baptist’s mother) notes Mary’s faithfulness to God: ‘Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord’ and in response Mary proclaims her song of triumph, praising God for turning the world upside down, hurling the mighty down from their thrones and exalting the humble. Because of her fidelity, all generations will call her blessed.
· Pray that the Church’s initiatives to help the poor bring dignity and a better quality of life, not just in the short term, but increasingly over time.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of Anglican social service agencies, and all who work in the community  to alleviate poverty, malnutrition and other needs.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
Pentecost (Whitsunday)
– Sunday 4 June 2017

· Either Acts 2.1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; 
Psalm 104.26-36;
Either 1 Corinthians 12.1-13 or Acts 2.1-21;
Either John 20.19-23 or John 7.37-52.

We hear from St Luke of the ‘Birth of the Church’ where the Holy Spirit descends on the believers who then speak in many of the languages of the known world. Today it is the same: the Church proclaims the Gospel of our Lord in hundreds of tongues – using time-honoured liturgical languages (Ge’ez, Old Church Slavonic, Coptic, Syriac and Latin among them) as well as everyday tongues spoken in the street. 
· Pray that the Church continues to proclaim Jesus Christ in ways that are accessible for all.
· Give thanks for the work of those who translate the Scriptures into languages that have not yet had a version of the Bible.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
Trinity Sunday 
[Ordinary Sunday 10]


– Sunday 11 June 2017

· Exodus 34.1-8; 
For the psalm The Song of the Three Young Men 29-34;
2 Corinthians 13.11-13; Matthew 28.16-20.

Today Jesus instructs the disciples to baptise ‘in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’. This means that full membership of the Church is a participation in the life of the Trinity. It means that all authentic Christian life is to be found in relationships of unending love.
· Pray that our Christian life may be authentic and grounded in the divine life.
· Give thanks for all those who radiate God’s love to others, and pray that we may all become more and more like them.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

St Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr. 


– Monday 12 June 2017

· Job 29.11-16; Psalm 98;
Acts 11.22-30; 13.1-3; Matthew 10.7-13

Today Jesus tells the disciples to proclaim to people that ‘the kingdom of heaven has come near’. As the kingdom is near, let us, the Church, strive to make it a reality, playing our part in God’s mission of bringing life in abundance into the world.

· Pray that the Church will go out to show those beyond its doors that there is a better way to live, and that the Church will embody and model that way.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of all those who strive to bring in God’s reign. 

Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017


Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion – Corpus Christi – Thursday 15 June 2017
· Exodus 24.3-8; Psalm 116; 
     1 Corinthians 10.14-21; Mark 14.12-16 (17-21) 22-26.
St Mark tells us how Jesus took ordinary bread and wine and, how by his words and actions he transformed them into something with eternal significance. 
· Pray that God’s people will find themselves to be nourished and sustained by the Sacred Banquet.
· Give thanks for earthly bread and wine mysteriously made into the Body and Blood of our Lord.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

The Second Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 11]
– Sunday 18 June 2017

· Genesis 18.1-15 (21.1-7); Psalm 116.1-2, 11-18;
Romans 5.1-11; Matthew 9.35 – 10.8 (9-23).
Jesus tells the disciples that being sent out for the sake of God’s mission is not without its costs – persecution among them. He warns that they will be hated by all because of his name. Nonetheless, their fidelity will be rewarded: those who endure to the end will be saved.
· Pray that God will raise up labourers for the harvest.
·    Give thanks for those who engage in the mystery of God’s mission both here and overseas.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

The Birth of John the Baptist
– Saturday 24 June 2017

· Isaiah 49.1-6; Psalm 139.1-11;
Acts 13.(16-21) 22-26; Luke 1.57-66, 80.

‘What then will this child become?’ – What indeed? A prophet? A voice crying in the wilderness? Or a victim of a weak king’s scheming wife? Well, all of those things, but also John becomes the Forerunner, the one who prepares the way for God’s reign of love to enter the world.
· Pray that we might be used to prepare the way for God’s reign of love to enter the world.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of St John the Baptist’s Cathedral, Murray Bridge.
· Give thanks for those who work to bring love, hope and justice to a world that longs for them.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 12]
– Sunday 18 June 2017

· Genesis 21.8-21; Psalm 86.1-10, 16-17;
Romans 6.1-11; Matthew 10.24-39.

Jesus shows us that God’s mission is to claim the priority in our lives, even above family loyalty: ‘I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother’, he says. He then goes on to say that our lives can only find their ultimate meaning in him because ‘those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it’. May we never be afraid of dying to self so that we may be born anew, taking our part in the mystery of God’s mission to the world.

· Pray that nothing will deter us from making God our first priority. 
· Give thanks for those who engage in the mystery of God’s mission both here and overseas.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
SS Peter and Paul, Apostles and Martyrs
– Thursday 29 June 2017

Either Acts 12.1-11 or Ezekiel 34.11-16; 
Either Psalm 87 or Psalm 34.1-10;
2 Timothy 4.6-8 (9-16) 17-18; John 21.15-22

Today we celebrate the two great missionaries – St Peter and St Paul, both of whom were martyred for their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Today’s Gospel shows us Jesus asking Peter if he loves him. When an affirmative answer is given (three times, no less) Jesus commands Peter to look after his sheep. This command, though primarily to Peter as an example of episcopal/ordained ministry, can be applied to us all: those of us who say we love Jesus should provide pastoral care – a listening ear and a loving heart – to those around us.
· Pray that our churches will be recognised as places where God’s care can be experienced. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide; and St Peter’s Cathedral, Armidale.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of St Paul’s Cathedral, Bendigo; St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne; St Paul’s Cathedral, Rockhampton; and St Paul’s Cathedral, Sale.
· Give thanks for those who leave the comforts of home in order to bring God’s love to others.
Text:
Robert McLean
Partnerships Coordinator, ABM 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
�


Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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