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	7 October – 30 December 2018

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2018
(Years B and C)

	Written by 
The Rev  Laurette A. Gauthier Glasgow


I am delighted to be able to present the final quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2018. 

We hope that you and your parishioners find these reflections stimulating as you read them alongside the Scriptures. We encourage you to use them as a starting point as you study God’s word. It is our hope that they assist you to pray for God’s mission and encourage you to join in with what God is doing throughout the world today.

We hope that you find them useful as we travel towards Christmas. Like Mary, may we bring Jesus Christ to birth in our world.
In Christ,
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Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator

The Reverend Laurette A. Gauthier Glasgow

Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa 
and Honourary Assistant Priest at the Church of St. Bartholomew, Ottawa
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Having lived and worked on three continents – North America, Asia, and Europe – Laurette has served her country both at home and abroad as an economist at Treasury Board and at the Department of Finance, and as a diplomat, including as  Director of the Economic Bureau at the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, as Deputy Ambassador to the Canadian Mission to the European Union, as Deputy Ambassador to France and Consul General to Monaco, and as Ambassador to Belgium, Luxembourg and the Council of Europe. She retired from the Canadian Public Service in 2008 and has been engaged since then in ordained ministry in the Anglican Communion in Europe and in Canada.

In responding to God’s call to the priesthood, Laurette ‘read for Holy Orders’ with theology tutors in Europe and studied at Oxford University, adding to her academic credentials of a BA from the University of Manitoba and an MA in International Affairs from The Johns Hopkins University, earning a Diploma in Theology from the European Institute for Christian Studies. She was ordained Deacon in 2007 at The American Cathedral in Paris where she completed a two year pastoral internship and was ordained as Priest in 2008 at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Belgium where she served successively as Chaplain for Pastoral Care and Assistant Rector. 

Bishop John Chapman welcomed her into the Diocese of Ottawa in the autumn of 2009 and assigned her to Christ Church, Bells Corners, where she served as Assistant Curate; then as Interim Priest at St. James’, Franktown and St. John’s, Innisville; and later at St. James’, Leitrim. In 2012, she was appointed by the Primate as Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada, reporting to the General Secretary of the ACC in Toronto and to the Bishop of Ottawa. She also serves as Honorary Assistant at the Church of St. Bartholomew in Ottawa. 

Laurette and her husband, Ross, a retired Canadian diplomat, live in Ottawa and are the proud parents of Katherine who also resides in Ottawa and Robert who, with his wife Candice, resides in Toronto.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Example 1
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Example 2

Pew Reflections – Fourth Quarter 2018
7 October – 30 December
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
[Ord. Sunday 27]
– Sunday 7 October 2018
· Job 1.1; 2.1-10; Psalm 26;
Hebrews 1.1-4; 2.5-12; Mark 10.2-16

As Jesus moves further afield, his teachings, yet again, come under the scrutiny of those preoccupied with legalisms. Seeking to drive a wedge between his teachings and those of the Jewish Torah and of the state, they test him. In his retort, Jesus affirms the equality of women and men and the sanctity of their union as grounded in creation. Legalisms can be restrictive and lead to exclusion whereas the love of God transcends human boundaries. Jesus drives home the point by rebuking his disciples for their exclusion of the little children and his welcoming of them with open arms.

· Pray that we may discern those inner legalisms that can lead us to exclude others from sharing in our experience of the Kingdom of God.
· Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 28]
– Sunday 14 October 2018
· Job 23.1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22.1-15;
Hebrews 4.12-16; Mark  10.17-31

Do I own my possessions or do my possessions own me? In responding to the young man’s question of what he must do to inherit eternal life, Jesus strikes at the core of what separates this man of great wealth from experiencing fully the Kingdom of God. Not only is he unwilling to make the trade-off, he is unwilling to change his ways. What separates us from the love of God? 

· Pray that we may be true to ourselves and remove the things that prevent us from truly and fully living the Kingdom of God.
· Pray for the Amity Foundation in China, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

St Luke, Evangelist and Martyr
– Thursday 18 October 2018 

· Jeremiah 8.22 – 9.3; Psalm 145.10-18;
2 Timothy 4.9-17a; Luke 10.1-9
The call from God is heard within our hearts, if we listen attentively. Each one of us is called in some way to build the Kingdom of God. For Luke, healer and writer, the mission is to the Gentiles. What would have happened if he had ignored that call? Seven years ago and newly ordained, I presided at my first Eucharist on this feast day; no regrets although the harvest has not always been as bountiful as hoped for!

· Pray that we may listen attentively for what God is calling us to be and to become in His service.
· Pray for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 29]
– Sunday 21 October 2018 

· Job 38.1-7 (34-41); Psalm 104.1-10, 26;
Hebrews 5.1-10; Mark  10.(32-34) 35-45
Jesus teaches the disciples a lesson through the question posed to him by Zebedee’s sons. They want to be seated next to him when he comes into his glory. Jesus’ response is that those seats are reserved ‘for those for whom it has been prepared’. Greatness, he says, comes from service to others: ‘Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all’.
· Pray that we can stop jostling for position and follow our Servant King by helping others whenever we are able.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Australia, giving thanks for all that is done in the twenty-three dioceses of our Church to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
EITHER

The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 30]
– Sunday 28 October 2018 

· Job 42.1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34.1-8 (19-22);
Hebrews 7.21-28; Mark  10.46-52
Perhaps the most difficult thing in the Christian’s life is to submit to the will of God and to acknowledge God’s sovereignty over all. Few of us will suffer what Job suffered, but his story serves to illustrate that our challenges are not without purpose nor is our perseverance in our faith and trust in God without recognition. Even the blind man had to call out to Jesus twice before he was healed!

· Pray that we can empty ourselves of ourselves, thereby allowing us to taste and see that the Lord is good!
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
OR

St Simon and St Jude, Apostles and Martyrs
– Sunday 28 October 2018
· Deuteronomy 32.1-4; Psalm 19.1-6
Jude 1-3, 17-25; Luke 6.12-16
Over the years, Christ’s church has been besieged from within as well as from without. In his letter, Jude encourages faithful members of the church “to contend for the faith” against those who would pervert its course, calling them “worldly people, devoid of the Spirit, who are causing divisions”. These times are not our times, yet the divisions within and between our churches persist to this day. The issues may change, but the challenges remain far too similar.

· Pray for the unity of the church and for the reconciliation of those whose views are divisive.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
All Souls’ Day
– Friday 2 November 2018 
· Job 14.1-4; Psalm 29;
John 5.19-29
The funeral liturgy of the Anglican Church is filled with hope. We are a people who live in “sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life”. Ours is a faith that lives through the prism of Easter eyes that have seen death conquered once and for all through Jesus Christ. Today we remember all who have gone to the beyond as we journey towards that eternal light and life.

· Pray for the souls of the departed, especially for those who are forgotten or who have died alone, alienated from those who once loved them.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
All Saints’ Sunday
– Sunday 4 November 2018  

· Either Isaiah 25.6-9 or Wisdom 3.1-9; Psalm 24;
Revelation 21.1-6a; John 11.32-44 
The celebration of the victory of life over death resounds throughout today’s readings. True life comes from true love. And God is at the source of all love. Through the ages, God has worked through myriad people, some of whom we acknowledge as saints. But this is the tip of the iceberg. Saints are all around us. Who are the saints in your life?

· Pray with thanksgiving for all the saints in our lives, upholding them in their loving service.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 32]
– Sunday 11 November 2018 

· Ruth 3.1-5; 4.3-17; Psalm 127:
Hebrews 9.(19-22) 23-28; Mark  12.38-44 
What we give is no measure of the heart with which we give. By comparing the giving of the rich with the giving of a poor widow, Jesus reveals that the spirit with which we give is as important as the amount we give. Is what we give at the expense of what should be that of others? Is what we give a way of showing off our wealth, implying that we are successful? To give with integrity is at the heart of true charity.

· Pray that we may give generously with true and loving hearts.
· Pray for the Church of Bangladesh, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text: 
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 33]
– Sunday 18 November 2018 

· 1 Samuel 1.4-20; For the Psalm: the Song of Hannah 
(1 Samuel 2.1–8);
Hebrews 10.11-14 (15-18) 19-25; Mark  13.1-11

The beginning of the end or the begetting of a new beginning? What we witness in Mark’s apocalyptic Gospel passage heralds not only the actual, physical destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem itself, but also the end of the then-world order. Jesus advises caution, dampening over-zealousness and discouraging overreaction to various signs. Before the End is nigh, the Gospel must be spread to all nations. Change, although ordained from above, must emerge from within through the transformation of hearts.

· Pray that the nations of the world will open their ears to the saving grace of the Gospel message.
· Pray for the Church of Ceylon, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
Christ the King
[OS 34]
– Sunday 25 November 2018 
· Either 2 Samuel 23.1-7 or Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14;
either Psalm 132.1-12 (13-18) or Psalm 93; 
Revelation 1.4b-8; John  18.33-37
The reign of Christ does not end on the cross. It is through the cross and his resurrection that Jesus defeats evil and death, the greatest foes to the reign of truth. It is his truth that prevails. For this he was born. For this he came into this world. If we belong to his truth we listen to his voice. And his voice is what guides us in the ways of justice and peace. And his kingdom will have no end. Rejoice!

· Pray that all who listen to his voice and who proclaim his truth may rejoice in the knowledge of his everlasting reign.
· Pray for the Church of North India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
St Andrew, Apostle and Martyr
– Friday 30 November 2018
· Deuteronomy 30.11-14; Psalm 19.1-6;
Romans 10.8-18; Matthew 4.18-22 
Slange Var! Blessings abound on this feast of St. Andrew, patron saint of Scotland and whose x-shaped cross upon which he was martyred (known as the Saltire) is featured prominently on the flag of Scotland. Elder brother of St Peter, Andrew spread the Good News across a broad sweep of countries, but most importantly, founded the See of Byzantium (Constantinople) that would later be the centre of Christianity. Younger brother, Peter, may have been chosen to continue and head Christ’s church, but Andrew ensured that it took root in distant places.

· Pray that we can emulate the courage of St Andrew in spreading the Good News, both near and far.

· Pray for the Church of Pakistan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

The First Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 2 December 2018
– Year C begins today
· Jeremiah 33.14-16; Psalm 25.1-10;
1 Thessalonians 3.9-13; Luke 21.25-38 
Happy New Year! Today, our new liturgical year that honours the Gospel of Luke begins with Advent, that season of eager, patient, and watchful anticipation. Jeremiah sets the stage with God’s promise of a saviour who will rule with justice and righteousness, bringing safety and peace to Jerusalem (and to our world). Embers of hope glow in our hearts as we wait and watch for the signs of His coming.

· Pray for those who wait in the darkness of illness, want, and need, both physical and spiritual.
· Pray for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Second Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 9 December 2018 

·  Malachi 3.1-4; For the Psalm: Song of Zechariah (Benedictus es, Luke 1.68-79);
 Philippians 1.1-11; Luke 3.1-6

As we watch and wait with eager anticipation, we must also prepare ourselves for the coming of the Lord. As we venture into the spiritual wilderness of our lives, we need to remind ourselves that our hearts cannot receive the Lord unless we, like John the Baptist prepare his way. This is a time for inner cleansing so that we might make room to receive Him and experience the joy of his coming.

· Pray that we might simplify our lives, curtail our appetites for things material, and open our hearts and minds to new ways of living in harmony with God’s creation.

· Pray for the Church of South India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Third Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 16 December 2018 

· Zephaniah 3.14-20; For the Psalm: A Song of Isaiah – (Isaiah 12.2–6)
Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18

Gaudete Sunday! The third Sunday in Advent is one of joy with its continuous refrain, Rejoice! The coming is near. We are more than half-way there. Salvation is at hand. As we light the rose-coloured candle on the Advent Wreath and, in some places, don our rose-coloured vestments, we are transported to a new vision, one that is seen through rose-coloured glasses! 

· Pray with an open and joyful heart that Christ’s coming will herald a time of peace for all nations. Rejoice!

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
St Thomas, Apostle and Martyr
– Friday 21 December 2018 
· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117;
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29
Doubting Thomas gives us comfort precisely because he expresses what we cannot express, at least, not easily! Our doubts are quite understandable in the face of what seems to us to be truly incredible – the resurrection of Jesus. Our faith can be tested time and again and our own doubts resurface. Yet, the apostles are our witnesses and Thomas is amongst the most credible exactly because he is far from credulous! While stationed in India, I travelled the coastline where he established several churches and visited the mound of his purported burial. His legend as a great believer lives on.

· Pray that our doubts can find the light of day, for doubting can be good for the soul and for the growth and deepening of our faith.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 23 December 2018 

· Micah 5.2-5a; Either Song of Mary (Magnificat, Luke 1.47-55) or Psalm 80.1-7;
Hebrews 10.5-10; Luke 1.39-45 (46-55)

Is there greater witness to true discipleship than the deep and meaningful engagement of Mary through her words, “My soul magnifies the Lord”? Where would we be if she had said, “No”? What thoughts came to mind as she travelled the long distance from Nazareth to Ein Karem near Jerusalem to visit with Elizabeth? Did she have doubts? Did she have any regrets? Imagine her relief at hearing Elizabeth’s greeting and the affirmation afforded by John the Baptist who leapt for joy within the womb! What reassurances do we need in our own discipleship? What affirmation do we seek?

· Pray that we may know how to say “yes” so that our souls might also magnify the Lord!

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma), giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building   NSW 1230
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Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
– Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 December 2018 

Christmas Eve ​ – Night and early morning

· Isaiah 9.2-7; Psalm 96;
Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-14 (15-20)

Christmas Day – During the Day I

· Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 97;
Titus 3.4-8a; Luke 2.(1-7) 8-20

Christmas Day – During the Day II

· Isaiah 52.7-10; Psalm 98;
Hebrews 1.1-4 (5-12); John 1.1-14

Our time of eager, patient, and watchful anticipation has come to an end for in a manger on the outskirts of Bethlehem, a Child is born! What joy fills our hearts as shepherds, angels, and kings come to adore him! We are drawn to this pure, perfect, and loving babe who has chosen to live among us, as one of us, bringing us out of darkness into the bright celestial light of a loving and caring God. For now, it is enough to bask in the glow of his light. Venite adoremus!

· Pray that all may experience the light of Christ’s life and love.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

The First Sunday after Christmas  

– Sunday 30 December 2018 

· 1 Samuel 2.18-20, 26; Psalm 148; 
Colossians 3.12-17; Luke 2.41-52 
As New Year’s Eve draws near, we would do well to heed the wise advice St Paul offers in his letter to the Colossians. We could do worse than clothe ourselves with “compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.” We also need to learn to forgive if we are to taste of the true goodness of this life. And we need to place love at the heart of our being. New Year’s resolutions? Think we know what needs to be done…or undone!

· Pray that we may clothe ourselves with these virtues, learn how to forgive, and act always with the same love that Jesus modelled for us so graciously and generously.
· Pray for the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe, the Anglican Church of Korea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Rev Laurette Glasgow, Special Advisor for Government Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada and the Diocese of Ottawa.
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2018


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
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