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Robert McLean’s work as partnerships coordinator at ABM sees him acting as a bridge between Anglicans in this country and Anglican Churches overseas. Born in New Zealand, he was a chorister at the now ruined-by-earthquakes Christchurch Cathedral as a child. As an undergraduate, he studied history at the University of Canterbury and then took a post-graduate degree in theology at the University of Otago. 
Since coming to Australia almost twenty years ago, apart from a stint on the administrative staff of the National Council of Churches in Australia, he has worked in a variety of roles with the Anglican Church: as an assistant in nursing and as a recreational activities officer for Anglican Retirement Villages; as verger and as parish secretary at St James’, King Street; and now as partnerships coordinator for ABM. Nowadays he lives in Fairfield, NSW, close to the many Assyrian, Chaldean and Coptic Christians who have been forced to seek refuge in this wonderful country.
How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections – First Quarter 2018
1 January – 30 March
The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
– Monday 1 January 2018
· Numbers 6.22-27; Psalm 8;
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.15-21

Not so long ago we heard Isaiah’s prophecy that the Virgin would bear a son whose name would be Emmanuel – God with us. Today the Palmist extolls the name of God, describing it as ‘glorious … in all the earth’. Today, as we celebrate the naming of Our Lord, may we remember that his glorious name, Jesus, means God saves. God is with us, and he has the power to save us.
· Pray for all institutions, such as women’s refuge centres, that offer safety to others.
· Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Epiphany of our Lord
– Saturday 6 January 2018
· Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12

The Psalmist tells us ‘The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring tribute: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts’. The Magi bring their gifts to the Christ Child. What gifts shall we offer to God? How shall we repay the Lord for all his benefits to us?
· Pray that the Spirit will move you to offer something that is precious in God’s sight.
· Pray for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

The Baptism of our Lord 
[Ordinary Sunday 1]
– Sunday 7  January 2018
· Genesis 1.1-5; Psalm 29;
Acts 19.1-7; Mark 1.4-11

Today the Psalmist tells us ‘The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory thunders, the Lord upon the great waters’. St Mark tells us that the voice says, ‘You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ May we hear that thunderous voice and follow Jesus Christ, the one beloved 
by God.
· Pray that you may live your life so that God may say of you, ‘You are my Son / You are my Daughter, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Australia, giving thanks for all that is done in the twenty-three dioceses of our Church to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 2]
– Sunday 14 January 2018

· 1 Samuel 3. 1-10 (11-20), Psalm 139. 1-5, 12-18;
1 Corinthians 6.12-20; John 1.43-51

Today the Psalmist sings of God, ‘You are acquainted with all my ways’. How do we respond to God being with us even from before we were born? Which of our ways do we need to change, given that God knows all about them? 
· Pray that we might ‘Turn from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it’ (Psalm 34.14)
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Confession of Peter

– Thursday 18 January 2018

· Acts 15.7-11; Ps 145.1-13;
Galatians 2.7-16; Matthew 16.13-19

‘As for me,’ says the Psalmist, ‘I will be talking of the glorious splendour of your majesty: I will tell the story of your marvellous works’. Others of course will have different priorities. In the same way, St Peter tells us that Jesus is ‘the Messiah, the Son of the living God’. He does this at Caesarea Philippi, a place now called Banias, where today one can see the ruins of a temple to Caesar, and another to the Greek god, Pan, as well as one dedicated to Pan’s dancing goats. Like the Psalmist, St Peter made the choice to tell others about who God really is.
· Despite the varied priorities of others, may ours be to glorify God and to show others who God really is. 

· Pray for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 3]
– Sunday 21 January 2018
· Jonah 3.1-10; Psalm 62.5-12;
1 Corinthians 7.29-31; Mark 1.14-20

The Psalmist tells us today to wait in silence for God. This does not mean, do nothing, but rather it means that we should rid ourselves of all other distractions so that we can focus on the most important thing: God. By doing this we prepare ourselves for when we are called by the Spirit to play a part in God’s mission.

· Pray that the Spirit will help you to remove all distractions so that you can focus on the most important thing of all: God.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

The Conversion of St Paul
– Thursday 25 January 2018
· Acts 22.3-16 or Acts 9.1-22; Psalm 117; 
Galatians 1.11-24; Luke 24.44-48 
Today the Church celebrates the Apostle to the Gentiles, St Paul, the great missionary. The Psalmist exhorts us to ‘praise the Lord, all you nations: O praise him, all you peoples’. May we, like St Paul do that, encouraging others to do the same.
· Pray for all those who engage in mission in far-away places, and for those whose mission field is within your own city or town. 

· Give thanks for the Church of Bangladesh as it ministers in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
Australia Day
– Friday 26 January 2018

· Jeremiah 29.4-14; Psalm 33.12-21; 
1 Thessalonians 5.12-24; John 8.31-36 

Today the Psalmist tells us ‘the Lord looks down from heaven and surveys all the children of Adam: he considers from his dwelling-place all the inhabitants of the earth’. What would God make of this country? What would God find here that is good? What would God condemn?
· Pray that God might bless us, and send his Spirit to encourage us to root out all that is not good in God’s eyes. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Australia, and the National Council of Churches in Australia.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
[OS 4]
– Sunday 28 January 2018
· Deuteronomy 18.15-20; Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8.1-13; Mark 1.21-28

Today the Psalmist says of God: ‘His marvellous acts have won him a name to be remembered: the Lord is gracious and merciful’. What are the times that you have seen the Lord’s grace and mercy in action in your life? Where have you shown that same grace and mercy to others?
· Pray that you might show God’s grace and mercy to those around you.
· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
– Friday 2 February 2018
· Malachi 3.1-4; Psalm 24 or 84; 
Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 2.22-40

Today the Psalmist tells us ‘My soul has a desire and longing to enter the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God’. Today we see the Holy Family’s desire to go to the Temple, and Simeon and Anna’s rejoicing at finally seeing the longed-for Christ.
· Like Simeon and Anna, may we long for Christ to enter our lives each and every day.
· Pray for the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

Commemoration of the First Anglican Service 
in Sydney Cove
– Saturday 3 February 2018
· Isaiah 61.8-11; Psalm 116.11-18; 
Philippians 4.4-8; John 6.25-35
Today the Psalmist asks: ‘How shall I repay the Lord for all his benefits to me?’. The Psalmist’s question is ours too. How can we repay the Lord in our own lives? In the life of our parishes? In the life of our dioceses? However we answer the question, may that answer become a symphony of praise to our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.
· Pray that we may show our thanks to God for all of the good in our lives.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in your diocese, remembering especially today your bishop and her/his ministry. 

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 5]
– 4 February 2018
· Isaiah 40.21-31; Psalm 147.1-11;
1 Corinthians 9.16-23; Mark 1.29-39

The Psalmist tells us today that God heals the broken in spirit and binds up their wounds. We see precisely that as Jesus heals many at Simon’s home. Do we heal the broken in spirit, or do we make their wounds worse?
· Pray that in our ministries we offer healing and hope, rather than adding salt to the wounds of those who suffer.
· Pray for the Church of Ceylon, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

E I T H E R –

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany
– Sunday 11 February 2018
· 2 Kings 2.1-12; Psalm 50.1-6; 
2 Corinthians 4.3-12; Mark 9.2-9

Today the Psalmist says that God calls out ‘Gather to me my faithful ones: those who by sacrifice made a covenant with me’. Have we been faithful to the Lord through sacrifice, or have we offered something tawdry to God that has cost us little or nothing?

· Pray that you may be numbered among the Lord’s faithful ones by offering a life of sacrifice to God.
· Pray for the Church of North India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
O R –
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 6]
– Sunday 11 February 2018
· 2 Kings 5.1-14; Psalm 30;  
1 Corinthians 9.24-27; Mark 1.40-45

‘You brought me back, O Lord, from the land of silence: you saved my life from among those that go down to the Pit.’ The Psalmist tells of being rescued by God. How do we show God’s concern for those whose lives are spiralling out of control? Do we offer help, or do we turn a blind eye?

· Pray that your help in God’s name might assist  someone when they need it the most.
· Pray for the Church of Pakistan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

Ash Wednesday
– Wednesday 14 February 2018
· Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58.1-12; 
Psalm 51.1-17; 2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10;
Matthew 6.1-6 (7-15) 16-21

Today the Psalmist implores God: ‘Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow’. May you focus on spiritual growth as you journey towards the Cross with Jesus, casting aside anything that gets in the way of your relationship with him.
· Pray that this Lent your sins, though they are like scarlet, shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool (cf. Isaiah 1.18)
· Pray for the Church of South India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The First Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 18 February 2018
· Genesis 9.8-17; Psalm 25.1-10;
1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15

‘Good and upright is the Lord,’ the Psalmist says, ‘therefore will he direct sinners in the way’. May we follow Jesus closely this Lent, and follow his directions carefully, May we repent, and believe in the good news.
· Pray that by the end of Lent, you will have repented of all that leads you away from God.
· Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
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St Matthias
– Saturday 24 February 2018
· Acts 1.14-17, 20-26; Psalm 113 or Psalm 84;
Philippians 3.13-21;  John 15.9-17

‘From the rising of the sun to its going down: let the name of the Lord be praised.’ The Psalmist sees the daylight hours as ones where we ought to praise God. Throughout today, and every day, offer praise to God as you go about your daily work. Choose to focus on God.
· Pray, giving thanks for all that God has done, each day. If possible, attend the Eucharist during the week.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma), giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Second Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 25 February 2018
· Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22.24-32; Romans 4.13-25;
Mark 8.31-38 or Mark 9.2-9 or Luke 9.28-36
‘Let all the ends of the earth remember and turn to the Lord: and let all the families of the nations worship before him.’ This week, as Lent continues, remember to turn towards God. Invite family members to come to church with you.
· Pray that people around Australia will see God’s love in their lives and be converted by it.
· Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Third Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 4 March 2018
· Exodus 20.1-17; Psalm 19;
1 Corinthians 1.18-25;  John 2.13-22

Let the Psalmist’s prayer (May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight: O Lord, my strength and my redeemer) be ours today.
· Pray that your tongue and your heart offer words and thoughts that are acceptable to God this week.
· Pray for the Daehan Song Gong Hoe, the Anglican Church of Korea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 11 March 2018
· Numbers 21.4-9; Psalm 107.1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2.1-10;  John 3.14-21

Psalm 107 recites how God has saved people from difficult situations. In the section selected for the Eucharist today, we are told by the Psalmist that ‘Fools were far gone in transgression: and because of their sins were afflicted’. Those fools, of course, are us, and because of God’s intervention in our lives we should praise God’s saving grace towards us
· Let us thank the Lord for his goodness: and for the wonders that he does for us; Let us offer sacrifices of thanksgiving: and tell what he has done with shouts of joy (cf. vv 21-22)
· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
The Fifth Sunday of Lent
– Sunday 18 March 2018

· Jeremiah 31.31-34; Psalm 119.9-16;
Hebrews 5.5-14; John 12.20-33 

Today Passiontide begins, and in some parishes the crosses and other sanctuary items are veiled from now till Easter. May we veil our eyes to sin, and with the Psalmist, find our delight wholly in God’s statutes.

· Pray that you might treasure God’s words in your heart, that you might not sin against God. (cf.  v 11)

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

St Joseph
– Monday 19 March 2018
· 2 Samuel 7.4-16; Psalm 89.19-30
Romans 4.13-22; Matthew 1.18-25

The Psalmist tells how God chose David and anointed him, and that David would choose God, saying, ‘You are my Father: my God, and the rock of my salvation.’ Whether or not our own fathers or stepfathers are good, bad, or indifferent, we can all cry out to God, saying, ‘You are my Father’. Unlike earthly fathers, God is always faithful and just, and loves us unconditionally, no matter what.
· Pray that we may have a close relationship with God as Father – a father quite unlike any earthly one.
· The Anglican Church of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
Palm Sunday / Passion Sunday
– Sunday 25 March 2018

· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 31.9-18; Philippians 2.5-11;
Mark 14.1 - 15.27 or Mark 15.1-39 (40-47)

The Psalmist sets the scene for us as we begin Holy Week: ‘I am a thing of horror to my friends: and those that see me in the street shrink from me. I am forgotten like one dead and out of mind: I have become like a broken vessel. For I hear the whispering of many: and fear is on every side; while they plot together against me: and scheme to take away my life’.
· Pray that you may stay close to Jesus this week, and not resile from difficult or unpopular choices when you have to make them.
· Pray for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
 Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
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Holy Monday
– Monday 26 March, 2018
· Isaiah 42.1-9; Psalm 36.5-11; 
Hebrews 9.11-15; John 12.1-11

‘… with you is the well of life and in your light shall we see light’ says the Psalmist of God. May we stick close to Jesus, so that when the dark times come for us, we may see light through him.
· Pray that you can focus on the light and life that Jesus offers us through his death and Resurrection.
· Pray for all prisoners on death row. 
Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
Holy Tuesday
– Tuesday 27 March 2018
· Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 71.1-14;
1 Corinthians 1.18-31; John 12.20-36

‘To you, Lord, have I come for shelter: let me never be put to shame’ says the Psalmist. May we always know that we can come to Jesus for protection and support.
· Pray that you have the opportunity to offer refuge to those who find themselves in the ‘grasp of the pitiless and unjust’.
· Pray for all those who are slandered by the lies of others.
Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
Holy Wednesday 
– Wednesday 28 March 2018
· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 70;
Hebrews 12.1-3; John 13.21-32

‘Let all who seek you be joyful and glad because of you: let those who love your salvation say always “God is great”’. Even in the darkest of times, those who seek God can find joy and gladness. No matter how dark a situation, God is always ready to hear the prayers of us sinners.
· Pray that all those who experience challenges and even darkness in their lives might call on God who will be with them in their time of trial.
· Pray for the Churches of the Anglican Communion throughout the world, as they prepare to celebrate the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Text:
 Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
Maundy Thursday 
– Thursday 29 March 2018

· Exodus 12.1-4 (5-10) 11-14; Psalm 116.1-2, 11-18;
1 Corinthians 11.23-26; John 13.1-17, 31b-35
‘I will take up the cup of salvation: and call upon the name of the Lord.’ On the night that he was betrayed, which is tonight, Jesus took a cup of wine and blessed it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ May we call on the Lord’s name, and drink of the cup of salvation that Christ freely offers to the Church.
· Pray that you might stay awake with Jesus as he sets forth to redeem all the world.
· Give thanks for Christ’s gift of his Body and Blood to the Church.
Text:
Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018

( Good Friday 
– Friday 30 March 2018

· Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22;
1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25; 
John 18.1 – 19.42
The Psalmist’s cries are reflected in the cries of Jesus on the Cross. ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me: why are you so far from helping me and from the words of my groaning?’ Jesus, like the Psalmist, feels utterly abandoned. Yet, Jesus does not give up hope as he dies: as St Luke tells us, Jesus’ dying prayer is ‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.’ Even at his lowest point, he still trusts in God.
· Pray for forgiveness from those whom you have wronged, and offer forgiveness to those who have wronged you.
· Pray for the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in East Jerusalem, and for all the clergy and pilgrims who will worship there this weekend and next (Orthodox Easter is 8 April this year).
Text:
 Robert McLean, Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2018
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It is with great pleasure that I present the first quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2018. 


This set of pew reflections has been written by ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator, Robert McLean. 


As we enter this powerful season of transformation, we hope that these reflections will deepen and renew your faith in the risen Christ.  


In Christ,





Wilnor Flores�Church to Church Officer
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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�





Joe Woodfin preaching
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