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	1 April – 29 June 2018

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2018
(Year B)

	Written by 
the Very Rev John Roundhill
 Dean of Bendigo


How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections 

ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Example 1

Example 2
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Pew Reflections – Second Quarter 2018
1 April – 29 June
Easter Day
– Sunday 1 April 2018
· Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 25.6-9; 
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15.1-11 or Acts 10.34-43
John 20.1-18 or Mark 16.1-8

It is not unmitigated joy; the resurrection is greeted by confusion, fear and even comedy. Yet there is freshness here too, new life being breathed into an old carcass of a world.
· Pray for young churches, those celebrating renewal in their lives and all making a commitment of faith this day.

· Pray for the Amity Foundation in China, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission 


The Second Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 8 April 2018
· Acts 4.32-37; Psalm 133
1 John 1.1 – 2.2; John 20.19-31

Thomas is invited to touch, the disciples to look. In his epistle John writes ‘we declare what we have heard, seen and touched.’ Where do we see, hear and touch the resurrection today?

· Pray for those who struggle with doubts, those who struggle to see, touch and hear.
· Pray for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission


The Third Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 15 April 2018
· Acts 3.12-20; Psalm 4
1 John 2.15-17; 3.1-6; Luke 24.36b-48

It is all about you Jesus, the Hillsong hymn gets it right. Peter sees the flow of history driving to this point. ‘The God of Abraham … has glorified his servant Jesus.’ It is all about Jesus, yet there is so much in Jesus; we receive peace, adoption as children, and joy. 

· Give thanks for the things that bring joy to yourself, and peace to those around you.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Australia, giving thanks for all that is done in the twenty-three dioceses of our Church to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 22 April 2018
· Acts 4.5-12; Psalm 23
1 John 3.16-24; John 10.11-18

His Master’s voice, the image of the dog listening to the gramophone might come to mind; what does it mean to know Jesus’ voice? Even more, we are owned by the shepherd, what is it like to be owned? Clearly not being owned, but ownership that is empowering, liberating. 

·  Pray for knowledge of the deep relationships we have and share in.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission

St Mark, evangelist and martyr
– Wednesday 25 April 2018
· Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 89.1-9
Ephesians 4.7-16 or 1 Peter 5.5b-14 
Mark 16.1-15 or Mark 16.16-20

St Mark is the Evangelist of the shortest Gospel by some measure. For most people it takes just over an hour to read, yet in the reading today we read across the ancient end at v8 into the verses that were added later. Is this an opportunity not only to reflect on the evangelist but on the Gospel as well?

· Pray for Bible translators, biblical scholars and theologians.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 29 April 2018
· Acts 8.26-40; Psalm 22.26-32
1 John 4.7-21; John 15.1-8

The Scottish Episcopal Church’s Order for the Eucharist 1982 has an introduction to the Confession ‘God is love and we are God’s children. There is no room for fear in love. We love because God loved us first.’ It is an excellent condensation of the reading from 1 John chapter 4; easy to teach and remember.

· Pray for God’s abiding love and for the casting out of fear.

· Pray for the Church of Bangladesh, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission

St Philip and St James, apostles and martyrs
– Tuesday 1 or Thursday 3 May 2018
· Isaiah 30.18-21; Psalm 19.1-6
1 Corinthians 15.1-8;  John 14.6-14

1 Corinthians 15, 1-8 is the earliest account of the resurrection in the Bible, it is a condensed almost bare bones account; but the power of this minimal resurrection infused Philip and James and it still has power to do so today.

· Pray for those (ourselves) who find belief difficult and crave after easy satisfaction.

· Pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 6 May 2018
· Acts 10.44-48; Psalm 98; 
1 John 5.1-12; John 15.9-17 or John 16.16-24

The Reading from Acts captures a moment when the circle of faith was widened. Yet almost in tension with this is the Epistle where we have a blunt dichotomy, those who have the Son have life, those who do not, don’t have life. In the end it is apparently that simple.

· Pray for a widening of the circle of faith and for a widening of whom we love.

· Pray for the Church of North India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
Ascension Day
– Thursday 10 May
· Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 93
Ephesians 1.15-23; Mark 16.15-20

The disciples look upwards to the ascending, disappearing Christ, but even at this point of departure the story is not over, ‘This Jesus … will come in the same way’. This is not the start or the end of the story, nor the middle. The story has no end. 

· Pray that we are not left standing motionless when we glimpse glory, but are filled with new purpose.

· Pray for the Church of Pakistan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 13 May 2018
· Acts  1.15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1
1 John 5.9-13; John 17.6-19

If you think that the reading from 1 John sounds familiar then you are right, verses 9-12 were heard on Easter 6.  A sense of repetition might come from the Gospel reading too but that could just be due to the reading itself. A dense reciprocity is being explored here.

· Pray for those who you care for and those who have you in their care.

· Pray for the Church of South India, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
Day of Pentecost (Whitsunday)
– Sunday 20 May 2018
· Acts 2.1-21 or Ezekiel 37.1-14; Psalm 104.26-36
Romans 8.22-27 or Acts 2.1-21; John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15

There is no escaping the reading from Acts today, but if placed later there is space for the fantastic reading from Ezekiel, the valley of dry bones. The hope present there is the hope presented elsewhere: that which is dry and dead can have new life, wherever the Spirit touches.

· Pray and give thanks for all that breathes life into you.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
Trinity Sunday
[Ordinary Sunday 8]
– Sunday 27 May 2018
· Isaiah 6.1-8; Psalm 29
Romans 8.12-17; John 3.1-17

Each of the readings today hint at the Trinity rather than naming it. It may be curious for some that such a key doctrine is never explicitly stated in the Bible. Yet from ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’ in Isaiah and the human encounter with God, we come down the centuries to wonders like St Patrick’s breastplate. 

· Pray for those who struggle with the balance of faith, for those who find God the Father abstract, or the Spirit too confronting, or Jesus too distant.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma), giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       NSW 1230
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Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion
– Thursday 31 May
· Exodus 24.3-8; Psalm 116
1 Corinthians 10.14-21; Mark 14.12-16 (17-21) 22-26

From the world of burnt offerings in Exodus 24 to the last supper, sacrifice is explored. Understood once by the Pelican plucking her breast to feed her young (which she does not) what images of sacrifice speak to us now?

· Pray for all places of learning dedicated to Corpus Christi.

· Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
The Second Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 9]
– Sunday 3 June 2018
· 1 Samuel 3.1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139.1-6, 13-18
2 Corinthians 4.5-12; Mark 2.23 – 3.6
The Lord’s call to Samuel is insistent but at first neither Samuel himself nor Eli recognise it for what it is. Eventually Eli perceives that it is God’s voice, and encourages Samuel to listen.
· Pray for those who help others to discern God’s voice and to respond, such as spiritual directors.
· Pray the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.
Text:
© Anglican Board of Mission


	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Flickr
	

	Twitter
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	YouTube
	

	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links


The Third Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 10]
– Sunday 10 June 2018
· 1 Samuel 8.4-11 (12-15) 16-20; Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4.13 - 5.1 (2-5); Mark 3.20-35

The great desire for a King of Israel will one day end in disappointment and tragedy for Saul. This Samuel can already discern. In the Gospel reading the crowds are gathering around Jesus but controversy comes from the scribes from Jerusalem. Typically Jesus comes into conflict with established power structures.

· Pray for those who have power and authority and for imagination to exercise power in new ways.

· Pray for the Daehan Song Gong Hoe, the Anglican Church of Korea, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
 

St Barnabas, apostle and martyr
– Monday  11 June 2018
· Job 29.11-16; Psalm 98
Acts 11.22-30; 13.1-3; Matthew 10.7-13

A good man is sent to Antioch to see the strange things going on there and the great number of new ‘Christians’. Rather than fear and caution there is rejoicing and encouragement. Such are the good things going on there that Saul will end up staying a whole year there. 

· Pray for a greater ability to rejoice and encourage.  Pray for this ability with new things.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 11]
– Sunday 17 June 2018
· 1 Samuel 15.34 – 16.13; Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5.6-10(11-13) 14-17; Mark 4.26-34

Samuel grieves for Saul, but even Samuel is surprised by who God might choose to be a King. With Jesus there are surprises too, for ‘he did not speak to them except in parables’, known for their surprising depths.

· Pray that we might hear anew God’s word in our lives, for freshness of hearing and listening.

· Pray for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
EITHER
The Birth of John the Baptist
– Sunday 24 June 2018
· Isaiah 49.1-6; Psalm 139.1-11
Acts 13.(16-21) 22-26; Luke 1.57-66, 80

Dumb Dad and an over age Mum give birth to lone survivalist son; does not sound promising, other than God is at work here. The reading from Isaiah points to the idea that God is active long before we think, that is long before we were even capable of thought.

· Pray with thanksgiving for God’s work in your life as a youngster; for God’s care and nurture of you as a child.

· Pray for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission

OR
See over

OR
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 12]
– Sunday 24 June 2018
· Either 1 Samuel 17.(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 and Psalm 9.9-20
or 1 Samuel 17.57 – 18.5, 10-16 and Psalm 133
2 Corinthians 6.1-13; Mark 4.35-41

The forces of chaos might threaten to overwhelm the disciples, yet fear is not the right response but faith. Even when we feel like we have nothing, we do through faith possess everything.

· Pray for strength and faith at times when we might feel overwhelmed or overcome by afflictions. Help us Lord to see what we truly possess.

· Pray for the Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
St Peter and St Paul, apostles and martyrs
– Friday 29 June 2018
· Acts 12.1-11 or Ezekiel 34.11-16; Psalm 87 or 34.1-10
2 Timothy 4.6-8 (9-16) 17-18; John 21.15-22

There is unexpected freedom for Peter in the reading from Acts ‘the chains fell off his wrists’ yet for Paul he is already being poured out as libation. There is freedom, there are times of weary extension but both are in God’s hands. God’s curious freedom will even take us to places we would rather not go.

· Pray for places dedicated to St Peter and St Paul, pray for ourselves when we have been poured out as a libation and taken to places we have not chosen.

· Pray for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.

Text:
The Very Rev John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo
© Anglican Board of Mission
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I am very happy to be able to present the second quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2018. 


It is our hope that you and your congregations find these reflections stimulating as you read them together with the Scriptures. We encourage you to use them as a starting point as you study God’s word. We also hope that they assist you to pray for God’s mission and encourage you to join in with what God is doing throughout the world today.


May we who begin by gathering at the empty tomb, be sent out by the Spirit like St Peter and St Paul to proclaim the Good News of God’s love for us all. 


In Christ,


�


Robert McLean�Partnerships Coordinator





�


Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission
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Meet John Roundhill 


 


 


The Very Reverend John Roundhill �is Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral in Bendigo and Vicar General of the diocese.  ��Previously he has worked in the dioceses of Brisbane, Hong Kong Island, Edinburgh and Blackburn.


The Archbishop of Brisbane has announced that �Fr John will become the next Bishop of the Southern Region of the diocese. He will be consecrated in �St John's Cathedral, Brisbane, on Saturday 14 �April, 2018.





Joe Woodfin preaching
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