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	7 April – 30 June 2019

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2019
(Year C)

	Written by 
Robert McLean
on the theme
Love, Hope & Justice



It is a pleasure to present the second quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2019. 

We hope that these reflections will stimulate you to ponder more deeply as you read or hear what God is saying to the Church, and to you, through the Sunday and feast day readings. We hope that they will be a springboard for you to delve more deeply into the Holy Scriptures.
May the word of God be ‘living and active’ in your hearts and minds as we journey towards Easter, Pentecost and beyond (cf. Hebrews 4.12).
In Christ,

Wilnor Flores
Church to Church Program Officer
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Robert McLean

This quarter’s reflections have been written by Robert McLean, ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator. Robert has worked for ABM since 2008.  He has written this set of Pew Reflections around the themes of Love, Hope and Justice.
Robert completed a postgraduate degree in theology from the University of Otago in New Zealand in 1996 and has been employed within the Anglican Church in various roles ever since.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
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ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.

Example 1
Example 2[image: image7.jpg]



Pew Reflections – Second Quarter 2019
7 April – 30 June
The Fifth Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 7 April 2019
· Isaiah 43.16-21; Psalm 126;
Philippians 3.3-14; John 12.1-8
Love: Today we find ourselves at a dinner with Jesus, his disciples and Mary and Martha of Bethany. After dinner Mary shows her love for Jesus by anointing his feet with almost half a kilogram of perfume. The fragrance must have been utterly overwhelming in the house. Despite this being an act of sheer love, Judas carps about the cost.
· Pray that we might show our love for Jesus every day, no matter the cost, no matter who carps on the sidelines. 
· Give thanks for Nungalinya College in Darwin, remembering especially the students who will begin their studies at the college in 2019. 
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
Palm Sunday
– Sunday 14 April 2019
· Isaiah 50.54-9a; Psalm 31.9-18
Philippians 2.5-11; Luke 22.14-23 or Luke 23.1-49 

Justice? Today we find ourselves at the foot of the Cross. Jesus, our teacher and friend, has been put to an agonising death. As the great Australian poet James McAuley writes in O Jesus Crucified, How can we pass by and not care? / It was our sins that nailed him there / On the cross.

The centurion – an outsider, one of the military occupiers can see what the insiders cannot: ‘Certainly this man was innocent,’ he says. What justice is it for the Lamb of God? 

· With McAuley let us pray: ‘May we die to sin and so share / The triumph he enacted there / On the cross.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, remembering especially the Church’s Decade of Mission, 2016-2025.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Monday in Holy Week
– Monday 15 April 2019
· Isaiah 42.1-9; Psalm 36-5-11;
Hebrews 9.11-15; John 12.1-11
Hope: Lazarus, the one whom Jesus raised from the dead, has become a sign of hope for those who seek him out. Yet we find that that very hope has become a menacing sign for those who find Jesus’ ministry a threat.
· Pray that our lives may give others hope as we point to the power of Christ in our lives.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Australia, and pray that in each of the dioceses God’s love for the world may be made known.
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Tuesday in Holy Week
– Tuesday 16 April 2019

· Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 71.1-14; 
I Corinthians 1.18-31; John 12.20-36
Hope: Today we find that some Greeks hoped to see Jesus. When he hears about this, he responds to Philip and Andrew by talking about the hope contained in a grain of wheat. That hope, he tells us, is only realized when the grain dies and bears fruit. For our lives to be fruitful, like John the Baptist tells us, we must decrease while Jesus increases.
· Pray that we might allow our ego to die and allow Christ to live in us.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, remembering especially today the Episcopal Administrator, Bishop Nathan Tomé, his staff, clergy and people.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Wednesday in Holy Week
– Wednesday 17 April 2019

· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 70;
Hebrews 12.1-3; John 13.21-32
(In)justice: The disciples want to know who it is that Jesus is speaking about. Who is going to betray him? Jesus point out the one who is going to do it by handing him some hummus on some pita bread. Muddle-headed Judas thinks that his act of betrayal will bring about some kind of righteousness – but all he does is help to nail our sins to the Sinless One: the ultimate injustice.
· Pray that we might have clarity of purpose, so that our actions do not result in harm for the innocent. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Kenya, remembering especially today relationships between the Dioceses of Eldoret and Kapsabet with the Dioceses of Perth and Bunbury respectively.
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Maundy Thursday
– Thursday 18 April 2019

· Exodus 12.1-4 (5-10) 11-14; Psalm 116.1-2, 11-18; 
1 Corinthians 11.23-26; John 13.1-17, 31b-35 
Love: today we find ourselves at the dinner in the upper room where Jesus washes the disciples’ feet as an act of service and love. He gives them the new commandment to love others – and tells them that this will be the mark of all who follow him.
· Pray that the Church may become known for its Christ-like love. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Australia, and the National Council of Churches in Australia. May we all be one so the world may believe.

Text:    Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
Good Friday 
– Friday 19 April 2019

· Isaiah 52.13 – 52.12; Psalm 22; 
1 Corinthians 1.18-31; John 18.1 – 19.32  

As the great Australian poet James McAuley writes in O Jesus Crucified,  today we ‘See our high priest make his great prayer, / Himself the victim, bleeding bare / On the cross. […] May we die to sin and so share / The triumph he enacted there / On the cross.
· Let our lives by giving declare / Amen, Amen to that great prayer / On the cross. 

· Give thanks for the ministry of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and pray for all the pilgrims who will worship there today and at Easter.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Great Vigil of Easter
– Saturday 20 April 2019
· See the Lectionary for OT readings and Psalms  
Romans 6.3-11; Matthew 28.1-10
Love: The Angel at the tomb knows that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary are terrified and so he greets them with ‘Do not be afraid’. As 1 John 4.18 tells us, ‘perfect love casts out fear’. God’s message to us, through Christ’s mighty Resurrection is that love will always triumph and that we need not fear anything – even death itself.
· Pray that the joy of the Resurrection will fill your life and the lives of all who love Jesus, the Victor.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, remembering especially the communities with whom their social service organisation, E-CARE, works.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Easter Day
– Sunday 21 April 2019

· Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 65.17-25; 
Psalm 118.1-2. 14-24 or the Easter Anthems; 
1 Corinthians 15.19-26 or Acts 10.34-43; 
John 20.1-18 or Luke 24.1-12
Hope: ‘By God’s great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.’ (1 Peter 1:3-5)
· Give thanks for the living hope we have in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Death of Death, and Hell’s Destruction as the famous Welsh hymn puts it.
· Give thanks for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church in Japan, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context. 

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Second Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 28 April 2016

· Acts 5.27-32; Psalm 118.14-29;
Revelation 1.4-8; John 20.19-31

Love: Everyone’s different. Thomas was the sort of person that needed proof before he believed anything. He wasn’t going to be a victim of fake news. Today we find Jesus meeting Thomas’ need for proof literally in a visceral way. Though we still give Thomas the epithet, Doubting, because of his fingers going into wounds, we should remember his doubt fast became faith.
· Pray that we might cry, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
with St Thomas whenever we encounter Jesus Christ our Lord.
· Give thanks for the Church of North India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context. 

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       
NSW 1230

 

	[image: image3.jpg]NIFLSNILHO3IT

WNLNILSHNA







	
Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Flickr
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	Twitter
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	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links


St Mark, Evangelist and Martyr
– Tuesday 30 April 2019  

· Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 89.1-9;
Ephesians 4.7-16 or  1 Peter 5.5b-14;
Mark 16.1-15 or Mark 16.16-20

Love: Today we hear Jesus saying that ‘The one who believes and is baptized will be saved’. God’s love for us is such that he sent his Son to die for our sins so that we might live forever. How great is our God!

· Pray for God’s blessing on all the clergy, congregations and communities that are based around churches dedicated to St Mark.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, and for all who proclaim the Good News of the Resurrection in the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and New Caledonia.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
St Philip and St James, Apostles and Martyrs
– Wednesday 1 May 2019

· Isaiah 30.18-21; Psalm 19.1-6
1 Corinthians 15.1-8; John 14.6-14
Hope: Today we hear Jesus promising that if we know him we will know his Father. What a wonderful promise filled with hope. Following Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life will lead us to the Father. 
· Pray that we might be able to follow Jesus every day of our lives.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in your diocese, remembering especially today your bishop and his/her ministry. 

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Third Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 5 May 2019

· Acts 9.1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30
Revelation 5.6-14; John 21.1-19

Love: Today we find Jesus quizzing St Peter over whether he truly loves him – fair enough given his thrice-denial of Christ before a rooster’s crowing had come home to roost. Jesus’ words to Peter reveal his instructions to the ordained ministry and to the Church more generally. The lambs are to be fed, the sheep are to be tended and fed. Pastoral care is to be at the heart of the Church. Pope Francis reminds clergy that they need to ‘smell like their sheep’ by working among them. This can be broadened to anyone in lay ministry: getting out there and loving others through quality pastoral care is what we are called to do.
· Pray for the pastors in your parish. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, remembering especially today Archbishop Allan Migi, his staff, clergy and people.
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 12 May 2019

· Acts 9.36-43; Psalm 23;
Revelation 7.9-17; John 10.22-30

Love: Today Jesus tells us: ‘My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.’ He, the shepherd, loves those who recognise his voice and follow. Out of his great love for us, when he ‘overcame the sharpness of death [he] opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.’ 

· Lord, we have trusted in you: may we never be confounded.
· Give thanks for the work of the Al-Ahli Arab hospital’s child nutrition project, which aims to help babies and toddlers thrive. 

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 19 May 2019
· Acts 11.1-18; Psalm 148;
Revelation 21.1-16; John 13.31-35

Love: Today we find Jesus giving us the commandment to love one another just as he has loved us: without any conditions, without any boundaries. As the English poet, Edmund Spenser reminds us: ‘Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught’.

· Pray that each of us today might begin to love a little more in our lives, banishing all hate, prejudice and lethargy and replacing them with love. 

· Give thanks for Wontulp-Bi-Buya College in Cairns, giving thanks for the educational programs provided to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. 

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019


The Sixth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 26 May 2019

· Acts 16.9-15; Psalm 67;
Revelation 21.10-14, 21.22-22.5;
John 14.23-29 or  John 5.1-9

Justice: Today we find Jesus healing on the Sabbath – completely scandalous to anyone following the Mosaic Law. Nonetheless we can see in this an act of justice where a paralysed man was cured and Christ could say to him ‘Stand up, take your mat and walk’. How can our parishes bring justice to those who need it?
· Pray that we might see out injustices and work to find creative and innovative ways to solve them. May we not be like the proverbial ostrich with a head stuck in the sand.
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Ascension Day
– Thursday 30 May 2019

· Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 110;
Ephesians 1.15-23; Luke 24.44-53

Hope: Today Jesus leaves us for the highest heavens.  The disciples worshipped him in great joy, blessing God continually in the synagogues. We have a great hope of everlasting life. That is one of Christ’s greatest gifts to us. 
· Pray that we might allow God to move and change us deeply, so that we live as people of hope.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church. 

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 2 June 2019

· Acts 16.16-34; Psalm 97;
Revelation 22.12-21; John 17.20-26

Hope:  Today we see that it is Jesus’ hope that we might all be one. May the Churches in Australia work together as much as possible ecumenically, bringing in all people of good faith.
· Pray that we might strive for all that builds up the common good.
· Give thanks for the Church of Bangladesh, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Day of Pentecost
– Sunday 9 June 2019

· Acts 2.1-21 or Genesis 11.1-9; Psalm 104.26-36;
Romans 8.14-17 or Acts 2.1-21; John 14.8-17 (25-27)

Hope: Today we stand with the disciples as Jesus promises that the Father will send the Holy Spirit to be our Advocate and guide. May we discern what the Spirit is saying not only to the Churches but to us as individuals. 

· Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful ones, and kindle in them the fire of your love.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East – a Church which spans thirteen countries. 

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
St Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr
– Tuesday 11 June 2019

· Job 29.11-16; Psalm 98;
Acts 11.22-30; 13.1-3; Matthew 10.7-13

Justice: Today Jesus sends us out into the world to bring the fullness of life – which he offers – to others. That fullness of life means that everyone gets the opportunity to participate in society and in the Church as equals.
· Pray that we might strive to find ways to bring fullness of life to others. What gifts do we have to share?
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe, remembering especially the Religious Orders within the Church – The Society of the Holy Cross (Seoul), the Order of St Benedict (Busan), the Daughters of St Francis (Busan) and the Society of St Francis (Gangwando).
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
Trinity Sunday
[Ordinary Sunday 18]
– Sunday 16 June 2019

· Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8;
Romans 5.1-5; John 16. 12-15

Hope:  Today Jesus speaks to us concerning truth: ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.’ What are we to make of this? All we can hope is that we may be found worthy by Christ to be able to bear the truth that the Spirit will bring. and not be either too immature for it, or too bound in error to accept it. 
· Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son our Saviour. Amen. 
– Archbishop William Laud, d. 1645
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, remembering especially the Most Rev Ng Moon Hing, his staff, clergy and people.
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion
– Thursday 20 June 2019
· Exodus 24.3-8; Psalm 116;
1 Corinthians 10.14-21; Mark 14.12-16 (17-21) 22-26

Hope: One of the favourite texts for composers in any age to set to music has been that by St Thomas Aquinas, O sacrum convivium. In the text Aquinas links the Eucharist with the paschal mystery and with the hope of incorporation of the faithful into heaven: O sacred banquet! in which Christ is received,
 the memory of his Passion is renewed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us. Alleluia.
· Resolve to receive the Eucharist more regularly, as your response to God’s many blessings.
· Give thanks for the Church of South India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019


The Second Sunday After Pentecost
[OS 12]
– Sunday 23 June 2019
· 1 Kings 19.1-4 (5-7) 8-15a; Psalms 42 and 43;
Galatians 3.10-14, 23-29; Luke 8.26-39

Justice:  Today we join Jesus in the country of the Gerasenes, opposite Galilee. We meet a man ‘who had demons’ – perhaps what we might describe as suffering from some kind of mental illness. Jesus heals him of his affliction and restores him to his rightful place in his community. Though the swine-herds and townspeople are scared by Jesus’ restorative act, the cured man wants to spend time with Jesus. But Jesus has another priority for him: to go out and give others hope by declaring the good news of God’s healing. Spending time with Jesus is good, but not at the expense of proclaiming God’s kingdom.
· May we all spend time with Jesus this week, and then proclaim God’s kingdom of love, hope and justice through words and action. 

· Give thanks for the Church of Ceylon, which covers most of Sri Lanka, remembering their ministry in a multi-religious context.
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Birth of St John the Baptist
– Monday 24 June 2019

· Isaiah 49.1-6; Psalm 139.1-11;
Acts 13.(16-21) 22-26; Luke 1.57-66, 80

Love: What seems impossible can be achieved by God. And so it was that Elizabeth, the Blessed Virgin Mary’s cousin, gave birth to St John the Baptist. In the Greek Church he is known as the Forerunner, because he was born before the Lord and was the herald voice in the Judean wilderness calling God’s people to repentance of their sins. While John is often depicted in icons as being wrapped in camel skin and looking gaunt, even severe, he is a sign of God’s love for us: it is his preaching that prepares the way for God himself to come and minister to us as Love among us.
· Pray for all institutions and churches dedicated to the Forerunner, remembering especially the Cathedral Church of St John the Baptist, Murray Bridge (Diocese of the Murray), its work and witness for Christ, as well as St John Ambulance. 
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan, and the Episcopal Church of Sudan. Pray for peace between and within both countries.
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
St Peter and St Paul, Apostles and Martyrs 
– Saturday 29 June 2019
· Acts 12.1-11 or Ezekiel 34.11-16; 
Psalm 87 or Psalm 34.1-10;
2 Timothy 4.6-8 (9-16) 17-18; John 21.15-22

Hope: In some parts of the Anglican Communion, particularly in the Northern Hemisphere where it is summer, it is traditional for the Church to ordain women and men to the diaconate and priesthood during Petertide. Let it be your hope and prayer that those ordained in this season may respond faithfully to Christ’s injunction to ‘feed the sheep’, that is to take good pastoral care of the members of the Church.
· Pray for all clergy, that they may follow Christ by serving God’s Church by caring for God’s people throughout their communities.
· Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, giving thanks for their work and witness.

Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Third Sunday After Pentecost
[OS 13]
– Sunday 30 June 2019
· 2 Kings 2.1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77.1-2, 11-20;
Galatians 5.1, 13-25; Luke 9.51-62

Justice: In the first part of today’s Gospel we find ourselves with those hotheads, James and John. They want some kind of misplaced justice for Jesus, whom the Samaritans refused to welcome because he was on his way to their rivals in Jerusalem. ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’ Well, no, actually. Love, actually. In the second part of the reading, we learn that anyone wanting to strive for God’s kingdom has to put it above anything else. To do anything else would be unjust to those who yearn for the coming of God’s kingdom of love, hope and justice.
· Pray for all who are looking at what has to be done so they too can follow Christ in their daily lives.
· Give thanks for all who donate to ABM to help us spread the Gospel of love, hope and justice.
Text:
Robert McLean,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
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Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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