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	1 July – 29 September 2019

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2019
(Year C)

	Written by 
The Rev Ross Cameron
Diocese of Brisbane





Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you. 

(Colossians 3:16a)

In his Nineteenth Homily on the Acts of the Apostles, St John Chrysostom (d. 407) writes, ‘It is not possible, I say 

not possible, ever to exhaust the mind of the Scriptures. It is a well which has no bottom’. 
These reflections have been written to help you and your congregations to begin to deeply contemplate what God is saying to the Church, and to you, through the Sunday and feast day readings. We hope that the reflections will help you to ‘hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Holy Scriptures.

As we journey from the commemoration of the arrival of the first missionaries in the Torres Strait in July to Michaelmas in September, may God’s word be a lamp for your feet and a light on your path (cf Ps 119.105)

In Christ,
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Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator
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The Rev Ross Cameron
The Rev Ross Cameron was brought up in regional south-east Queensland. He graduated in Agricultural Science at the University of Queensland and worked as a research agronomist in central Queensland for three years before training for the ministry at St Francis’ College in Brisbane where he completed a Bachelor of Divinity degree at UQ. He has served in parishes in the Dioceses of Rockhampton and Brisbane.

Interests include geography, history, music, photography and travel. He is ‘retired’ in Esk and is married to Jocelyn. They have a daughter and a son and four grandchildren.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
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ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.

Example 1
Example 2
[image: image8.emf]

Pew Reflections – Third Quarter 2019
1 July – 29 September
The Coming of the Light
– Monday 1 July 2019
Isaiah 58.8-11; Psalm 27;
2 Corinthians 4.5-6: John 12. 35-47

Charles Sherlock writes in Australian Anglicans Remember, ‘Torres Strait Islanders’ acceptance of Christianity brought changes that profoundly affected every aspect of their lives.  It ended inter-island conflict, bringing the Islanders into a wider culture together’.  Such was the outcome of believing in ‘the light’ – they became ‘children of light’.

Somewhat in line with this, in a recent NITV programme it was mentioned that all residents of Thursday Island are regarded as Thursday Islanders irrespective of their heritage and that there are many there whose origins are elsewhere.

Jesus says he ‘came not to judge the world, but to save the world’.  For us that means not exclusion but inclusion, not ‘the pointing of the finger’ but practical concern for the needs of all (Isaiah).

· Give thanks that God has brought us out of darkness into his marvellous light, and pray that we may shine as a light in the world to God’s glory.

· Give thanks for the distinctive contribution that Torres Strait Islanders make to the Anglican Church of Australia 
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

St Thomas, Apostle and Martyr – if not observed on 21 December
– Wednesday 3 July 2019
Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117;
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29
Habakkuk sounds like a loner, and so does Thomas. Why else wasn’t he present with his fellow grieving and confused disciples when Jesus first appeared to them after his death?

So maybe it is significant that Jesus did not appear to Thomas until he had come back to the group. Thomas was a bit like Habakkuk, keeping an eye on the situation from a distance.  Jesus calls us to intimate communion with himself and wants us to be ‘built together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God’.
· Give thanks for your membership in ‘the household of God’, and pray for the faith and grace to play your full part in that community.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Ordinary Sunday 14
[Pentecost 4]
– Sunday 7 July
2 Kings 5.1-14; Psalm 30;
Galatians 6.(1-6) 7-18; Luke 10.1-12 (13-16) 17-24
In Jewish tradition, seventy represented the number of Gentile (foreign) nations. Thus, Jesus’ sending out of seventy people foreshadows the mission of his Church to all nations.  When the seventy return ‘with joy’, Jesus says the main cause for rejoicing is not what they have done for God but what God has done and will do for them and for all who trustingly open their hearts to him and his message.

An essential part of that message is to ‘bear one another’s burdens’ and ‘work for the good of all’, as Paul reminds us, also using a harvest image to contrast dead-end life centred on self with eternal life given by the Spirit.
· Pray that the Church’s mission and your part in it may be centred on ‘the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ’ as the source of God’s peace and mercy for all.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Ordinary Sunday 15
[Pentecost 5]
– Sunday 14 July

Amos 7.7-17; Psalm 82
Colossians 1.1-14; Luke 10.25-37
Paul implies that the gospel is for all people, mentioning that it is being proclaimed everywhere and is changing people’s lives. It proves its power in the love that people show to one another and to others – being the neighbour that Jesus challenges the lawyer (and us) to be in today’s Gospel. This is extra challenging when we realise that part of the point of Jesus’ story is that even our enemies are our neighbours. A Samaritan helping a Jew was about as likely as an Islamist Muslim helping a Christian! Thus, the parable is the supreme example of both love for neighbour and love for enemies.
· Pray ‘that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him’.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican
Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Ordinary Sunday 16
[Pentecost 6]
– Sunday 21 July

Amos 8.1-12; Psalm 52 
Colossians 1.15-29; Luke 10.38-42

As a farmer’s son I have always felt some affinity with Amos (who told us in last Sunday’s reading that he was a farmer, not a professional prophet). The sorts of things he strongly condemned – dirty tricks, sharp practices, scams, shady deals, profits before people, are sadly still very much around today – also the misuse of power, ‘destroying slanders’, hurtful words and deceit mentioned in today’s Psalm. We need to take time regularly to listen to Jesus (as Mary did), including checking out any ways we are falling short of God’s standard of love, and repent accordingly. 
· Pray that the living Lord Jesus will truly be the head of your life as he is of the whole church, and that you may show forth in your life the reality of his presence and power.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019


St Mary Magdalene
– Monday 22 July 2019

Song of Songs 3.1-4a; Psalm 63;
2 Corinthians 5.14-21; John 20.1-18

Mary Magdalene was probably Jesus’ most consistently faithful and committed follower – helping him as he travelled around, standing by his cross, going early to the tomb. Maybe that’s why she was the first person to whom he appeared after his resurrection. But she was so wrapped up in her grief that at first she didn’t recognise him.

We too can get so wrapped up in our troubles, our work, our pleasures that we don’t recognise Jesus. We forget he is there with us in it all.
· Pray that you may ‘see’ the risen Jesus at all times in all circumstances.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Australia, and the National Council of Churches in Australia. May we all be one so the world may believe.

Text:    The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
St James, Apostle and Martyr 
– Thursday 25 July 2019

Jeremiah 45; Psalm 126;
either Acts 11.27 – 12.3 or 2 Corinthians 4.7-15;
Matthew 20.20-28

Lobbying for preferential treatment is nothing new in the political entities of this world but have no place in Jesus’ ‘kingdom’.

As Jesus had warned him and his brother John, James drank the ‘cup’ that Jesus himself drank – the first of the twelve to be martyred for the faith (in AD 44). Huge numbers of people have drunk that cup in the centuries since, and are still doing so in our own time.

· Give thanks for the faithfulness of all who are suffering persecution for the sake of Christ’s name and pray for them.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
Ordinary Sunday 17
[Pentecost 7]
– Sunday 28 July

Hosea 1.2-10; Psalm 85;
Colossians 2.6-15 (16-19); Luke 11.1-13

Hosea’s life must have been like a nightmare, being called by the Lord to marry a prostitute (symbolic of God’s loving relationship with unfaithful Israel) and to give their children symbolic names relating to God’s warnings of judgment on Israel – extreme action inspired by our loving God to try to draw the people back into relationship with God.

Centuries later and still today, Paul encourages us to remain faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ who through the extreme loving action of the cross has delivered those who believe in him from all other influences that threaten to control our lives and draw us away from God. In order to do so, prayer is essential – prayer to God as a Father who seeks our cooperation to further his kingdom of love and who provides for our physical needs and will meet our spiritual needs.

· Pray the Lord’s Prayer slowly, spending time reflecting on each phrase in relation to your life.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

St Stephen, Deacon and Martyr – if not observed on 26 December
– Saturday 3 August 2019

2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8;
Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22

The contrast between Zechariah’s and Stephen’s (and Jesus’) responses to their murderers reminds us that forgiveness is at the heart of the Christian gospel.

Not letting go of resentment is likely to have more negative effects on us than on those who sin against us. A Muslim whose wife and 49 others were murdered in Christchurch realised this.

· Pray that you may ‘endure to the end’, trusting in the Lord through good times and through times of ‘distress and adversity’, and be saved.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019


Ordinary Sunday 18
[Pentecost 8]
– Sunday 4 August
Hosea 11.1-11; Psalm 107.1-9, 43;
Colossians 3.1-11; Luke 12.13-21

Paul urges us to reject ‘earthly’ values and centre our lives on Christ who himself in the Gospel points out the foolishness of depending on the material possessions of this life and forgetting that we are dependent on God for our life, the God who is loving and compassionate (despite his people’s unfaithfulness) as stressed by Hosea.

· ‘O give thanks to the Lord for he is good: for his loving mercy is for ever.’ (Psalm)

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar.
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Transfiguration of our Lord
– Tuesday 6 August 2019  

Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97;
2 Peter 1.16-19 (20-21); Mark 9.2-10

Have you experienced visions or voices in the course of your Christian journey? Three of the disciples experienced both in the event we read about today, and Daniel reports vivid visions. It is surely significant that Jesus’ transfiguration came a week after he had upset the disciples with his talk of his coming suffering and death – and resurrection (not on their radar). As in the case of the disciples, such experiences are surely intended to encourage us and/or point us in the direction God wants us to go.

· Give thanks for all the ways God encourages you, and pray that you may always listen to Jesus.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       
NSW 1230

 

	[image: image4.jpg]






Ordinary Sunday 19
[Pentecost 9]
– Sunday 11 August 

Isaiah 1.1, 10-20; Psalm 50.1-8, 23-24;
Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16 (17-28); Luke 12.32-40

Genuine faith in God shows itself in actions as all today’s readings suggest - like helping people in their needs and (like Abraham) following through on what we understand God wants us to do in our lives. When we centre our lives on God as our ‘master’, and seek to live by that faith in generous love towards others in their needs, ‘it is (our) Father’s good pleasure to give (us) the kingdom’ – to enjoy life in relationship with God now, and on beyond the grave.

· Pray that you will always be mindful that you are accountable to God for all your actions and how you use your resources.

· Give thanks for the Church of Bangladesh, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019


St Mary, Mother of our Lord
– Thursday 15 August 2019
Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3; either Psalm 113 or The Song of Mary;
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.1-7

God entered human history in the person of Jesus, born of Mary in extraordinarily humble circumstances, so that we might have eternal life in relationship with God as his children.

Mary, as with mothers generally, stuck by her son throughout his life, and as he died; and she was still there with those gathered at Pentecost after his resurrection.

· Give thanks for Mary and for your own mother, and pray for all mothers in their God-given crucial role in the lives of their offspring.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
	
Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links


Ordinary Sunday 20
[Pentecost 10]
– Sunday 18 August 

Isaiah 5.1-7; Psalm 80.1-2, 8-19;
Hebrews 11.29 – 12.2; Luke 12.49-59

Our New Testament readings today encourage us to persevere in faithfulness to Jesus despite any suffering because of opposition, which can come even from family members.

Jesus also urges us to ‘judge…..what is right’ and make our peace with God now rather than suffering the penalty of God’s judgment (which the people of Judah were also warned about in the 1st Reading).

· Give thanks for those whose actions have been inspired by their faith, and pray for God’s ‘power’ to follow their example.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines.
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

St Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr
– Saturday 24 August 2019
Deuteronomy 18.15-18; Psalm 145.10-18;
Revelation 21.9b-14; John 1.45-51 

Nazareth (in the hill country – ‘out bush’) was the last place you’d expect anyone of any significance to live, let alone the one who would be a prophet like Moses. It would be like being born in a stable in Bethlehem! But at least Bethlehem was the city of David. However, Nathanael (aka Bartholomew in the other Gospels) is convinced that Jesus is even more than a prophet when he encounters him.

· Pray that you may recognise Jesus even in the most unexpected people and places.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. May peace soon flourish in that country.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Ordinary Sunday 21
[Pentecost 11]
– Sunday 25 August 2019
Jeremiah 1.4-10; Psalm 71.1-6;
Hebrews 12.18-29; Luke 13.10-17

How often have we made excuses to get out of doing something we’ve been asked to do, like Jeremiah? ‘Too young, Lord (‘only a boy’), not a good speaker.’ But God (typically) would not take ‘no’ for an answer. God can work his purposes through us no matter how inadequate we may think we are.

· Pray that you will always trust God as your ‘high rock and (your) stronghold’, your ‘hope’ and your ‘confidence’ (Psalm).

· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Ordinary Sunday 22
[Pentecost 12]
– Sunday 1 September 2019

Jeremiah 2.4-13; Psalm 81.1, 10-16;
Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16; Luke 14.1 (2-6) 7-14

‘Let mutual love continue,’ today’s passage from Hebrews begins, but we are then called to go further. The writer concludes with, ‘Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.’ The implication is that such help is to be sacrificial and open-ended – those we help may be able to return the favour in some way, or they may not. Jesus in the Gospel calls us to practise the same generosity towards those who cannot repay us that God shows towards us – we can’t repay God, above all for what he has done for us through Jesus.

· Give thanks for Jesus, ‘the same yesterday and today and for ever’, and pray that you will be filled with his Spirit of love and generosity.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa. 

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019


The Martyrs of New Guinea
– Monday 2 September 2019
Zephaniah 3.14-20; Psalm 130;
Romans 8. 33-39; John 12.20-32

A booklet about the New Guinea Martyrs written by the Rev E.C. Rowland and published by ABM in 1964 was entitled Faithful unto Death.

In fact, all of us are called to be ‘faithful unto death’, whether that death is specifically related to our faith, as it was in the case of the New Guinea Martyrs, or whether it comes in the normal course of events, as it probably will for most of us. There is no retirement in the Christian life!

· Give thanks for the faithful witness of the Martyrs of New Guinea, and pray that you will always be mindful that nothing can ‘separate (you) from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, remembering especially today the staff and students at Newton Theological College in Popondetta.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Ordinary Sunday 23
[Pentecost 13]
– Sunday 8 September 2019

Jeremiah 18.1-11; Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18;
Philemon 1-25; Luke 14.25-35

Does Jesus really require us to destroy self, family and all other meaningful human relationships, as well as getting rid of all our possessions (whether useful or not), in order to be his disciples? In other passages he urges us to love one another and tells us that this love is the test of discipleship. So, he doesn’t really want us to hate anyone. He is using typical Middle Eastern exaggeration (as he often did) to get people’s attention and drive home the point that all other loyalties need to be subsidiary to our relationship with him.

· Give thanks for our creator God’s faithfulness to you (Psalm), and pray that you will be a ‘salty’ disciple of Jesus.

· Give thanks for the Church of Ceylon, which covers most of Sri Lanka, remembering their ministry in a multi-religious context.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
Holy Cross Day
– Saturday 14 September 2019
Numbers 21.4b-9; 
either Psalm 78.1-2, 34-48 or Psalm  98.1-6;
either 1 Corinthians 1.18-24 or Philippians 2.5-11;
John 3.13-17

The pioneering ministry of the first Bush Brotherhood in Australia, the Brotherhood of St Andrew, began with the arrival from England of the Revd. George Halford and two other clergy in Longreach on Holy Cross Day in 1897. No doubt they faced many challenges in the then ‘wilderness’ of central western Queensland, as did the people of Israel in their wilderness journey, but they faithfully ‘proclaim(ed) Christ crucified,…..Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God’, who was also their own power and wisdom.

· Give thanks for God’s amazing love in giving his only Son that we may have eternal life, and pray that you may faithfully witness to Christ crucified through your actions and words.

· Give thanks for the Church of North India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
Ordinary Sunday 24
[Pentecost 14]
– Sunday 15 September 2019

Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14;
either 1 Timothy 1.1-2, 12-19a or 1 Timothy 1; 
Luke 15.1-10

Paul and Jesus are on message: in Paul’s words, ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, not condemn them. The readings warn us that the ‘foolishness’ of persisting in ‘doing evil’ and ignoring God’s way of love and doing good can only end in disaster, for individuals and for the local and wider community and for the earth itself.

· Pray that ‘you may fight the good fight, having faith and a good conscience’.

· Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, giving thanks for their work and witness

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

St Matthew, Evangelist and Martyr
– Saturday 21 September 2019
Proverbs 3.1-6; Psalm 19.1-6;
Ephesians 4.1-14; Matthew 9.9-13

My first clergy appointment was to a parish whose base church was dedicated to St Matthew. There was a strong sense of community and care for people’s needs and connection with the wider local community. A number of aged people’s units had been built on church land and this was a work in progress.

Jesus built a strong community of twelve followers and also associated closely with those outside the Jewish religious community in concern for their welfare, especially their relationship with God, even specifically calling one of them, Matthew, to join his own core community.

· Pray that you will ‘lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called’, seeking to ‘build up the body of Christ’ and reaching out to others in concern for all aspects of their welfare.

· Give thanks for the Church of South India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019


Ordinary Sunday 25
[Pentecost 15]
– Sunday 22 September 2019

Jeremiah 8.18 – 9.1; Psalm 79.1-9
either 1 Timothy 2.1-10 or 1 Timothy 3.14 – 4.6;
Luke 16.1-13

Today’s Gospel is somewhat mind bending, with a ‘wealth’ of facets – relating to wealth. The master sacked his manager because of his dishonesty but could not help admiring his ingenuity in seeking to ensure his material future. Jesus’ point is that his disciples (including us) are called to practise the same kind of single-mindedness in spiritual matters, including generosity towards others – accumulating ‘true riches’ through growing in our relationship with the Lord, compared with the wealth of this world, which is ‘dishonest’ because it can fool us into a false security where we are depending on it as central to our lifestyle. The fact is that the wealth of this world is really only an ‘add-on’ to our lives – useful for this life only.

· Give thanks for the wealth of resources God provides, and pray that you may serve God with your ‘wealth’.

· Pray for ABM’s networking partner, Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD), based in the United States.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
EITHER

St Michael and all Angels (Michaelmas)
– Sunday 29 September 2019

Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14; Psalm 138; 
Revelation 12.7-12a; John 1.45-51

St Michael frequently appears on the tops of spires in Europe and on buildings on high places such as Mont St Michel in France and St Michael’s Tower on Glastonbury Tor in England. And there is a dramatic representation of the event described in the 2nd Reading on the wall of Coventry Cathedral.

However, the ‘supreme’ authority belongs to the ‘Ancient One’ whom the angels serve and the ‘one like a human being’/ ‘God and his Messiah’/the one recognised by Nathanael as ‘the Son of God’ and ‘the King of Israel’.

· Give thanks that we can share in the conquest of Satan ‘by the blood of the Lamb’ and by our faithful ‘testimony’ (witness) to our ‘exalted’ Lord who gives us the strength to do so.

· Pray for the work and witness of all institutions and churches dedicated to St Michael. 
Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

OR

Ordinary Sunday 26
[Pentecost 16]
– Sunday 29 September 2019
Jeremiah 32.1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91.1-6, 14-16;
either 1 Timothy 6.6-19 or 1 Timothy 4.12 – 5.8;
Luke 16.19-31

‘The Church is always talking about money!’ So is the Bible! Jeremiah does a real estate deal, confident in the long term future of the market even though it’ll hit rock bottom in the meantime with Jerusalem under siege. His motive is not ‘love of money’ but a prophetic action conveying God’s message that, though the people will be taken into exile, their descendants will eventually return after many years. Paul counsels against focussing one’s life on making money, and Jesus warns those who do have assets against ignoring the needs of the disadvantaged. Last Sunday’s message about ‘true riches’ is reinforced.

· Give thanks to God who ‘richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment’, and pray that you may ‘be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share’ so that you ‘may take hold of the life that really is life’.

· Give thanks for all who donate to ABM to help us spread the Gospel of love, hope and justice.

Text:
The Rev Ross Cameron, Diocese of Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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