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	3 December – 31 December 2017

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2017
(Years A and B)

	Written by 
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka



I am delighted to be able to present our special Advent and Christmas edition of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2017. 

We hope that you will find that these reflections prompt and help your congregations to ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Scriptures, and that in doing so, their faith will be deepened.
May you find them to be helpful as we continue through the year towards Christmas. 
In Christ,
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Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator

Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
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Atsushi Shibaoka is currently a PhD candidate at the University of Divinity.  His research topic is Moral Injury, an injury that an increasing number of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans are reporting. He served as a Reserve and full-time RAAF Chaplain for 12 years including a number of deployments to the Middle East.  Fr Atsushi was ordained for the Diocese of Gippsland in Victoria, and later ministered in the dioceses of Canberra/Goulburn, Melbourne and Sydney. He also edited diocesan newspapers The Gippsland Anglican and The Anglican News (Canberra/Goulburn).  He is one of two Japanese-born Anglican priests in the Australian Church, the other being Fr Paul Kumasaka (Riverina).
How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections, Fourth Quarter 2017 
3 December – 31 December
The First Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 3 December 2017

· Isaiah 64.1-9; Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19;
1 Corinthians 1.1-9; Mark 13.24-37 

We start this Advent with an apocalyptic vision from Mark 13. The vision is a catastrophic one where the whole creation surrounding us is folding itself into itself.  The created order is shaken violently, including the sun, the moon and the stars. We are called to note that even though the whole world might pass away, the words of Jesus will not pass away.

· Pray that we might hear the words of Jesus – to distinguish between things that are important and things that are passing away.  

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Australia, and the National Council of Churches in Australia.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
The Second Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 10 December 2017

· Isaiah 40.1-11; Psalm 85.1-2, 8-13;
2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8

The Isaiah reading not only forms the background to the ministry of John, the Baptizer, but also fills out his cryptic message in the Gospel reading.  It is a message of forgiveness, comfort and liberation breaking forth with the coming of the Lord to the people of the Covenant.  John, indeed prepared the way for the coming of the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.

· Pray for those who cry out in the wilderness in our generation; for those with a deliberate lifestyle that reflect the message they bear from God.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa. 

Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

The Third Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 17 December 2017

· Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or the Song of Mary; 
1 Thessalonians 5.12-28;  John 1.6-8, 19-28

Mary, the Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, has been depicted at times, as a compliant maiden and patronizingly praised for being a ‘doormat’.  Listen to the Song of Mary (Magnificat), set as an alternative to Psalm 126 today.  It is a song of subversion that proclaims the overturning of both the religious and social status quo.  Mary not only prepared the way for the coming of Jesus, but she was the Theotokos – the God bearer. 

· Pray for a discerning spirit for each other and for the church; and faith and courage to follow God who prepares the way.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church in Hong Kong.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
St Thomas, Apostle and Martyr 
– Thursday 21 December 2017

· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117;
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29

Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ In rural dioceses of Australia, many priests were ordained on the Feast of St Thomas so that ‘they will make themselves useful’, presiding at celebrations of Christmas Eucharist in scattered and isolated branch churches and worship centres. Ask your priests about what they remember about their ordination.

· Pray for rural congregations, parishes and dioceses as they prepare for the celebration of the Nativity.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of South India.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
– Sunday 24 December 2017
· 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16; Psalm 89.1-4, 19-27 or the Song of Mary; Romans 16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38

Those who attend worship this morning will experience a nine months’ time shift between this and the Christmas Eucharist. Let the reverberation of Mary’s words carry you through the rest of this day as you make ready for your celebration of Christmas. ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’
· Take a deliberate time out to pray this afternoon – seek out a quiet space.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
Christmas Day
 Night and early morning
– Monday 25 December 2017

· Isaiah 9.2-7; Psalm 96;
Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-14 (15-20)

 ‘The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light’ – Isaiah speaks of the dramatic contrast between the darkness and the light. Even though the night might be dark, this night and the morning, belong to the light – ‘Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace’.

· Pray for those who sleep rough tonight in many Australian cities – and across the world.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017


Christmas Day
 During the day I
– Monday 25 December 2017

· Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 97; 
Titus 3.4-8a; Luke 2.(1-7) 8-20
The whirlwind rush of preparation for Christmas often leaves us breathless and restless. As with the shepherds, as you return home this morning, praising God for all that you heard and seen at the worship; with Mary, take a moment to ponder and treasure the place you have for this Christ child. 

· Rejoice in the good news of great joy for all the people.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

Christmas Day
 During the day II
– Monday 25 December 2017

· Isaiah 52.7-10; Psalm 98;
Hebrews 1.1-4 (5-12);  John 1.1-14

The light shines in the darkness – we often become overwhelmed and quite fused with our concerns about the signs of darkness surrounding us. Yes, they are real – relationship breakdowns, anxieties and doubts, declining health, terrorism and even the North Korean crisis. Yet, John is adamant that the darkness did not overcome the light – the Word became flesh.

· In prayer, give names to signs of darkness that threatens; shine the light of Christ on them.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
St Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr
– Tuesday 26 December 2017
· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8;
Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22

The first of three Feast Days deliberately placed as a part of the celebration of the Nativity.  The Gospel reading brings such a dramatic change of mood while some of our fridges still groan with Christmas leftovers.  It is a brutal reminder of betrayals and disappointments we all experience in life. Those who follow the Christ child must also be ready to suffer for his sake.  How difficult is it then, to respond as Stephen did, as described in the Acts reading?

· Pray for forgiveness for betrayals and disappointments we are responsible for.

· Give thanks for the ministry of all deacons and archdeacons.

Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017

St John, Apostle and Evangelist
– Wednesday 27 December 2017

· Proverbs 8.22-31; Psalm 97;
1 John 1.1-5;  John 20.2-8

We celebrate the Feast Day of ‘the other disciple’ of the Gospel reading who outran Simon Peter to the tomb; looked in and saw the linen wrapping lying there; but took a step back and did not go in. After a pause, he entered the tomb and we read of the very moment of faith for ‘the other disciple’– he saw and believed. 

· Pray that we might nurture a thoughtful reflective faith in the light of God’s truth. 

· Give thanks for the work of the Anglican Alliance for Development, Relief and Advocacy.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
The Holy Innocents
– Thursday 28 December 2017 

· Jeremiah 31.15-20; Psalm 124;
1 John 1.5 – 2.2; Matthew 2.13-18

This is the last of three Feast Days set in the Nativity celebration and it brings the same, and even deeper sense of gut wrenching horror as the stoning of Stephen. Yet, the history is repeated in almost every war – and even at peacetimes, as children are abused and treated as nothing. 

· Pray that God might transform even the most tragic and appalling events and fill them with meaning and purpose; so as to comfort and heal all who are affected by them.

· Give thanks for the work of Anglican Witness, the evangelism and church growth initiative.
Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
The First Sunday after Christmas 
– Sunday 31 December 2017

· Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3; Psalm 148;
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.22-40

The Song of Simeon vv 29-32 (Nunc Dimittis) is saturated by a sense of fulfilment, gratitude and praise for the coming of the long awaited Messiah. Yet, those beautiful words are followed by his ominous message to Mary that warns of a sword that will pierce her soul. Beneath the surface of every Nativity narrative, we see the dark looming shadows of the cross.

· We call out Abba! Father! To God who watches over us.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Networks of the Anglican Communion.

Text:
Fr Atsushi Shibaoka
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2017
Fr Atsushi in a 
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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