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	1 January – 31 March 2019

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2019
(Year C)

	Written by 
The Rev Will Johnston



It is with great pleasure that I present the first quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2019. 

It is ABM’s hope that you will find that these reflections prompt and help your congregations to ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Scriptures, and that in doing so, their faith will be deepened.
We hope that you find them to be helpful as we begin a new year. 
In Christ,

Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator

The Reverend Will Johnson
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How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
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ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections – First Quarter 2019
1 January – 31 March
The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
– Tuesday 1 January 2019
· Numbers 6.22-27; Psalm 8;
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.15-21 

One striking thing about the Christian religion is the emphasis it places on sacrifice. ‘From the word go’ in the Old Testament, we see the Hebrews, the people of God not only sacrificing unfortunate animals in worship, but giving up their own lives, living places, jobs and welfare to follow the will of God who was moving them. Today we celebrate the naming and circumcision of Jesus – the day when he was named as the Saviour of his people, and the day when he first spilt his blood for the sake of righteousness. 
· Pray that we might follow the example of the people of God shown fully in Christ, sacrificing what we have for his glory.

· Give thanks for Nungalinya College in Darwin, remembering especially the students who will begin their studies at the college in 2019. 
Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Epiphany of our Lord
– Sunday 6 January 2019
· Isaiah 60.1-6: Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14: 
Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 

At Epiphany we celebrate the fact that God is for everyone. The story of the Magi traveling from the far corners of a world in darkness to see the great light come into the world fulfils the joyous prophesy we read in Isaiah – Nations shall come to your light – and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Christianity really is a revolutionary worldview in that it teaches that our messages is for all people regardless of geography or ethnicity. Different people in different places will express the mystery in diverse ways, but the message is the same. 

· Pray for those places of the world where the light of Christ is not yet shining, or is hidden because of persecution or apathy. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, remembering especially the Church’s Decade of Mission, 2016-2025.

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Baptism of our Lord 
[Ordinary Sunday 1]
– Sunday 13 January 2019
· Isaiah 43.1-7; Psalm 29;
Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-22 

In Baptism, Christ knits us all together into his body and in doing that we become a part of him here on earth. The Christian life is one in which we are called to follow Christ in everything that we do, and it’s our belief that in us God will recognise Christ. When the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus in his baptism by John the Baptist, the voice comes from heaven saying, ‘You are my son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’. In our baptisms as well as in our lives we can expect that God says much the same, that we are his beloved children and with us he is pleased.
· Pray that God may direct you towards new ways of life to live more closely to him and be more pleasing to him. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Australia, and pray that in each of the dioceses God’s love for the world may be made known.
Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Confession of St Peter
– Friday 18 January2019  

· Acts 15.7-11; Psalm 145.1-13; 
Galatians 2.7-16; Matthew 16.13-19

The Gospel reading for today tells us a whole lot of different things about the ideas that people had about Jesus at the time of his ministry. Some people thought he was John the Baptist, or one of the prophets, many thought he was a great man but the disciples, in particular one of his most faithful disciples – Peter, knew better. He knew that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God. It is on this confession – that Jesus is the Messiah – that the entire Church is built, and it is through our faith, which is the same as the faith that St Peter had, that we will be justified.

· Pray that we and the church as a whole might be strengthened to confess that Jesus, and no one else, is the Messiah, and that he alone has the power to save.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia, remembering especially today Archbishop George Takeli, his staff, clergy and people.

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 2]
– Sunday 20 January 2019
· Isaiah 62.1-5; Psalm 36.5-10;
1 Corinthians 12.1-11; John 2.1-11

Our closeness to God is what he desires more than anything and the prophet Isaiah expresses this through the image of that sacred institution, Marriage. God’s people are close to him like a bride is close to her bridegroom, and as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so God rejoices over his people. Now, we receive so many gifts through the Spirit every day, often without us fully appreciating them or even being aware of them. The goal of these gifts is for us to draw closer to God and to bring others close to him as well. We might like to think about how we can use the gifts we are given to make our salvation ‘shine out like a torch’ and bring more joy to God. 

· Pray for the awareness of God’s Spirit active in our lives and in the life of the Church, that we might cultivate and refine our gifts and draw closer to God. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Kenya, remembering especially today the children enrolled in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd programs.

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Conversion of St Paul
– Thursday 24 January 2019
· Acts 22.3-16; Psalm 117; 
Galatians 1.11-24; Luke 24.44-48 
Where would the Church be without St Paul? His amazing conversion story and his tireless working for the kingdom of God have been and will always be an inspiration for all Christians. We know from the scriptures that it was primarily St Paul whose preaching and teaching ministry brought the light of Christ to the gentiles. We can thank God for someone like him, who truly embodied the commission of Christ to go and preach the gospel to all nations, and we can follow him ourselves by supporting mission not just to far off places but in our own communities where Christ isn’t yet known. 
· Pray for strength for all those who engage in mission in difficult places. 

· Give thanks for the Church of Bangladesh as it ministers in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:    The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

Australia Day
– Saturday 26 January 2019
· Jeremiah 29.4-14; Psalm 33.12-21; 
1 Thessalonians 5.12-24; John 8.31-36 

A sense of connection to the soil that we were born and raised on will always be a part of our identity, even more so a sense of connection with those who we are descended from. We in Australia are extremely lucky to have such diverse backgrounds to be appreciated in such a beautiful country. This being said, we must always remember that ultimately this country is not our home; our identity must not be ultimately bound up in this place but in Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God.
· Pray that God might bless our nation through us as he has blessed us through our nation. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Australia, and the National Council of Churches in Australia.

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 3]
– Sunday 27 January 2019
· Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 
1 Corinthians 12.12-31; Luke 4.14-21

Often when we come to the word of God, we can be confronted by what we find inside. Today in the reading from Nehemiah we find that when the prophet Ezra read the scroll in the presence of the people they wept because of their disobedience. Similarly in the Gospel, we read how attentive the people in the synagogue were to Jesus as he went to preach in the synagogue, but as we will hear next Sunday would turn on him later on. We should learn to see the scriptures as a great mercy from God through which we are able to learn more about his love for us. This love can be confronting, but it is never a cause for mourning or hopelessness.

· Pray that we might be able to understand the scriptures more fully, allowing us to be more equipped to do God’s will.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines, remembering especially the communities with whom their social service organisation, E-CARE, works.

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
– Saturday 2 February 2019
· Malachai 3.1-4; Psalm 24 or Psalm 84; 
Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 2.22-40

It’s a wonderful thing to think that God himself enters into our own daily existence and is the one in whom we live and move and have all of our being. In the gospel reading today, Jesus’s mother and foster father fulfil the obligations set on them by the Jewish law and offer sacrifice in the temple. Little did they know that in doing this action – an action that involved God in a part of their everyday life – that they would be bringing God fully into the lives of those present in the temple that day, what a grace! 

· Pray that God gives us patience like SS. Simeon and Anna to wait for his revealing in our lives, pray also that we might be aware of those graces in which he lets himself be known to us. 

· Give thanks for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church in Japan, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context. 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

EITHER

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 4]
– Sunday 3 February 2019
· Jeremiah 1.4-10; Psalm 71.1-6; 
1 Corinthians 13.1-13; Luke 4.21-30

Sometimes the truth that God tells us through his word can be difficult for us to bear. Jesus told a difficult truth to the Jews in the Synagogue in his hometown. Deep within his message was the truth that God’s love is for everyone and not just for the Jews – demonstrated by his acts of healing and mercy to gentiles in difficult times. Today we can rest assured that, as surely as God formed us in the womb and knew us, he has a love for us that breaks down all barriers. 
· Pray that God might break down the barriers of prejudice in our lives that we might show his love to all we meet.

· Give thanks for the Church of North India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context. 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building       
NSW 1230
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OR
	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Flickr
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	Twitter
	[image: image5.jpg]











	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links


Commemoration of the First Anglican Service
at Sydney Cove – Sunday 3 February 2019
· Isaiah 61.8-11; Psalm 116.11-18; 
Philippians 4.4-8; John 6.25-35
Often when we think about it, there are lots of different little chances that lead us to where we are in life. A chance meeting, conversation or accident might change the trajectory of a life. It’s often the case with a nation as well, in the case of Australia, the fact that we have had a largely Christian culture seems to be the product of chance given that this land was colonised by a Christian people. If we examine those chances more closely, often we are able to discern the fingerprints of God smudged here and there to give us an idea that he is guiding us. Today we celebrate one of those smudges in the remembrance of the first Anglican service of many in Sydney cove. 

· Pray that we might be able to see how God has been guiding the nation in the past and that he guides it still. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in your diocese, remembering especially today your bishop and his/her ministry. 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 5]
– Sunday 10 February 2019
· Isaiah 6.1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138; 
1 Corinthians 15.1-11; Luke 5.1-11

Sometimes, when we are confronted with the raw power of God’s majesty and are aware of his presence, our own feelings of inadequacy and sin can get in the way of our closeness to him. Sin is most definitely the one impediment for being close to God, but we ought always to remember that there isn’t a moment in this life where God will deny someone who turns to him. Peter in today’s Gospel represents all of us in our sin, begging that God goes away from him because with the awareness of God comes the awareness of our own human frailty and sin. We know very well how God used and changed St Peter’s human frailty to recreate him into a glorious man of God and example to all God’s people. We ought to have the faith to turn away from our sins and face God that he might do the same with us! Pray that we might unveil our hearts to God further and allow him to move and change us more deeply. 

· Pray that through our human frailty we might be able to understand our shared plight with others before God. 

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, remembering especially today Archbishop Allan Migi, his staff, clergy and people 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 6]
– Sunday 17 February 2019
· Jeremiah 17.5-10; Psalm 1; 
1 Corinthians 15.12-20; Luke 6.17-26

Today we see Jesus healing the sick around him and teaching the disciples about those who are blessed – the poor, the hungry, the sorrowful, the reviled  – and those for whom woe waits – the rich, those who are filled, those who laugh and those who are spoken well of. What this means is that God’s mission is to those on the margins of society, and that is where the Church is called to minister.
· Pray that we might be able to go to the margins of society where God’s Spirit is at work.
· Give thanks for the work of the Al-Ahli Arab hospital’s child nutrition project, which aims to help babies and toddlers thrive. 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
[OS 7]
– Sunday 24 February 2019
· Genesis 45.3-11, 15; Psalm 37.1-11, 40-41; 
1 Corinthians 15.35-50; Luke 6.27-38

Jesus says to us today: If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. As Christians we are called by Jesus to show God’s love to others. But how? Jesus tells us: Love your enemies. Do good. Lend, expecting nothing in return. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge. Do not condemn, Forgive. Give. Today is a good day to make a start.

· Pray that each of us today might pick one of Jesus’ commands and begin to incorporate it into our lives, allowing God to shine through us to others. 

· Give thanks for Wontulp-Bi-Buya College in Cairns, giving thanks for the educational programs provided to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

St Matthias
– Monday 25 February 2019
· Acts 1.14-17, 20-26; Psalm 113 or Psalm 84; 
Philippians 3.13-21; John 15.9-17

Sometimes we spend our whole lives waiting for our time to shine and be noticed. This desire to be noticed and appreciated often manifests itself in church politics where people might strive for the attention of those in leadership, or grasp at leadership themselves. As an apostle, St Matthias doesn’t really get much of a word in in the Bible after the scene we read from Acts and doesn’t appear all that much before and all we know about him just comes from this scene. St Matthias is a brilliant example to us as we remember that our faith is right. It is not us who choose, who make ourselves, who shine, but God who chooses us and shines through us. 

· Pray that we might be given the humility to follow Jesus and remain in him. 
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council.
Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019

EITHER

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
– Sunday 3 March 2019
· Exodus 34.29-35; Psalm 99; 
2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2; Luke 9.28-36 (37-43)
This Sunday is the last Sunday of Epiphany, which is a season that celebrates and rejoices in the fact that our God is a God not just for a specific people but for everyone, and that we are called to bring that God into the world. It’s fitting that, while we all ponder what we are going to give up during Lent that we hear that great exhortation from Paul in 2 Corinthians to act with great boldness because we have such a hope in Jesus! Strengthened by what we have learned in this season of Epiphany, we continue on our mission in the world having seen the glory of God and showing it to everyone, not veiling our faces or our hearts. 

· Pray that we might unveil our hearts to God further and allow him to move and change us more deeply.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church. 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
OR

The Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany 
[OS 8]
– Sunday 3 March 2019
· Isaiah 55.10-13; Psalm 92.1-4, 12-15; 
1 Corinthians 15.51-58; Luke 6.39-49
Today Jesus tells a parable about those who build their house on rock, and those who build it on soft soil. As the hymn-writer wrote, ‘Christ is made the sure foundation.’ During the upcoming season of Lent we can strengthen our faith by looking to Jesus – spending more time with him in prayer, worship and Scripture reading.

· Pray that we might unveil our hearts to God further and allow him to move and change us more deeply.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church. 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
Ash Wednesday
– Wednesday 6 March 2019
· Either Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 or  Isaiah 58.1-12; 
Psalm 51.1-17; 2 Corinthians 5.20b – 6.10; 
Matthew 6.1-6 (7-15) 16-21
We all know that Lent isn’t a time of celebration and in many of our churches this will be evident in the liturgy, the décor and the hymns that we sing. As we prepare to enter into the Lenten season we spend some heavy moments remembering our humanity before the Lord on Ash Wednesday. We remember today our exile from God’s kingdom because of our human condition – sin, and we remember his great call for us to return to him with love. 

· Pray for grace that we along with our church families might be able to keep a holy Lent and draw close to God during this season. 

· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East – a Church which spans thirteen countries. 

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The First Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 10 March 2019
· Deuteronomy 26.1-11; Psalm 91.1-2, 9-16; 
Romans 10.4-13; Luke 4.1-15

Today is coincidently the First Sunday of Lent – the remembrance of Jesus going into the wilderness for 40 days – and Valentine’s Day – where couples all over the Western world celebrate romantic love by being together and exchanging gifts. Out of love for his people Jesus ventures into the desert to fast and to pray – alone, and in this he is confronted with all the desires and difficulties that his human nature throws to him. In this he prevails because of his righteousness and shows us that there is no real love without sacrifice. We ought to remember this message on our Lenten journey and especially today. 

· Pray that we might have the strength to be able to follow the example of Jesus in sacrificing for those whom we love.  

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe, remembering especially the Religious Orders within the Church – The Society of the Holy Cross (Seoul), the Order of St Benedict (Busan), the Daughters of St Francis (Busan) and the Society of St Francis (Gangwando)
Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Second Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 17 March 2019
· Genesis 15.1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; 
Philippians 3.7-4.1; Luke 13.1-9 or Luke 9.28-36
As we journey through Lent we might find ourselves with the keen awareness that our God is a God of journeys. In our readings from today we see two journeys – one of Abraham from Ur to Canaan, and the other of Jesus and a handful of his disciples going up Mount Tabor. In both cases God is bringing his servants away from what is familiar and taking them to unfamiliar places, and often it can be scary for them. We know that ultimately they were strengthened by the experience in their faith. When God calls us out of our familiar surroundings we should take heart knowing that he is with us and we will ultimately be strengthened by our journey. 

· Pray for all those who God has called to difficult ministries, callings and occupations. 

· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, remembering especially the Most Rev Ng Moon Hing, his staff, clergy and people.
Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
St Joseph, Husband of the BVM
– Tuesday 19 March 2019
· 2 Samuel 7.4-16 or Joel 2.27-32; Psalm 89.19-30 or Psalm 1; 
Romans 4.13-22 or  Ephesians 6.1-4; Matthew 1.18-25

Saint Joseph is the patron saint of men, workers and families and is a huge example to everyone in the Church. He is the spouse of the Blessed Virgin, is the archetypal good man in the Christian faith. He is remembered and celebrated as being righteous, upstanding, chaste, and hardworking. The message he gives us is that we shouldn’t fear that the work we do won’t bear fruit so long as we know what we are doing is right, and so long as we have the faith that God will guide us. 

· Pray for all workers, fathers and families that they might be blessed by God and aware of his presence with them in their lives; and pray that our work, like the work of Saint Joseph which was caring for the holy family, will bear fruit for God. 

· Give thanks for the Church of South India, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019


The Third Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 24 March 2019
· Isaiah 55.1-9; Psalm 63.1-9; 
1 Corinthians 10.1-13; Luke 13.31-35

In a world so obsessed with commodity and goods, the reading from Isaiah really is refreshing, isn’t it? It shows not only the ‘immaterial’ nature of material goods but it shows the echoes of the great gathering force of the love of God – a force that doesn’t care in the slightest about the material status of the individual. This force is really summed up with Jesus’s pronouncement about the children of Jerusalem, that he wishes to gather them under his wings. As we travel through Lent, let us put away our desires for worldly things and allow ourselves to be gathered. 

· Pray that our divisions based on material status might be overcome; and pray for those who are so weighed down by debilitating material concerns that they forget God. 

· Give thanks for the Church of Ceylon, which covers most of Sri Lanka, remembering their ministry in a multi-religious context.
Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
– Sunday 31 March 2019
· Joshua 5.2-12; Psalm 32; 
2 Corinthians 5.16-21; Luke 5.11-32

There are probably few stories that Jesus tells in the New Testament that are as moving and significant to all of us as that of the Prodigal Son. No tale illustrates God’s love and forgiveness in such tender ways. I often try to place myself in the place of the prodigal son on his journey home and to feel what he must have felt, a spiritual exercise that can bring me to some grief, then imagining the joy not only of the welcome home but the reconciliation that came with it. This Lenten season we remember that we are walking that same road home to the father where we are welcomed and forgiven through Christ. 

· Pray for reconciliation with those who we have wronged and who have wronged us; and pray that we might be as quick to show mercy and love as the father from the parable. 

· Give thanks for the Provinces of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan, and Sudan. Pray for peace between and within both countries.
Text:
The Rev Will Johnston,
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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