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	1 October – 31 December 2020
	

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2020
(Years A and B)
	

	Written by 
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders
 Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
	



Welcome to the first part of the final set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2020 – more to follow. 

 In his Epistle to the Romans (15.4), St Paul writes, ‘Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope’. As you engage with the Scriptures, may the Word of God awaken and strengthen your hope. May it be a lantern to your feet and a light to your path (Psalm 119.105).

In Christ,
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Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator
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The Very Reverend Phillip Saunders

Dean of Canberra and Goulburn 

This quarter’s reflections have been written by Phillip Saunders, Dean of St Saviour’s Cathedral, Goulburn.

Dean Phillip has worked in various parish and diocesan roles in the Dioceses of Newcastle, Australia and Canberra and Goulburn. 

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections, Fourth Quarter 2020 
1 October – 31 December
Ordinary Sunday 27 
[Pentecost 18]
8]
– Sunday 4 October 2020
· Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19;
Philippians 3 or Philippians 3.4b-14; Matthew 21.33-46

In the section before today's reading, Jesus highlights the hypocrisy and cowardice of the religious leaders. This parable is also directed to the Chief Priests and Elders. It succinctly locates Jesus’ own future suffering and death in line with the mistreatment of the Jewish prophets through the centuries. 

The Chief Priests and Elders clearly get it. The parable contrast Jesus’ authentic servant leadership with their own, and so they seek to have Jesus arrested.

· We pray for integrity in leadership in our community of faith, and in the secular community in this time of Covid 19.Seek the fruit of the Spirit for ourselves and each other; seek the fruits of the Kingdom for our parish, diocese and the national church.  How we behave as the body actually matters.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 28 
[Pentecost 19]
– Sunday 11 October 2020
· Exodus 32.1-14; Psalm 106.1-6, 20-24;
Philippians 4.1-9, [10-23]; Matthew 22.1-14 

As with last week’s Gospel parable, today’s parable was originally aimed at the Jewish religious leaders who rejected Jesus. Going into the thoroughfares reflects Jesus’ ministry to the marginal and excluded. The very people who are found unacceptable by the leaders of Jesus’ day.

The final twist of the guest without a robe points to the need for us to not only turn up as followers of Christ, but to be willing to participate fully in the ways of his Kingdom. 

· We pray that we may express our discipleship of Jesus by authentically following in his Way.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican
Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

EITHER

St Luke, Evangelist and Martyr
– Sunday 18 October 2020
· Jeremiah 8.22 – 9.3; Psalm 145.10-18;
2 Timothy 4.9-17a; Luke 10.1-9

Why do we celebrate the saints? Because they encourage us in our closer following of the Lord Jesus. Luke is traditionally thought of as a physician. He focuses more than other Gospel writers on Jesus’ ministry with women, and His ministry of healing.

Luke is mentioned in other parts of the New Testament, in the rather plaintive Epistle reading for today, and other letters of Paul, as well as in his second book - Acts - where at several stages the narrative changes from they to we. 

Clearly Luke was at the forefront in the early spread  of the Gospel and is the perhaps the only Gentile to write in the New Testament. 

· We give thanks for the life and work of St Luke and pray for the continued grace and power of Christ in the ministry of healing.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
OR ELSE
Ordinary Sunday 29
[Pentecost 20] 
– Sunday 18 October 2020
· Exodus 33.12-23; Psalm 99; 
1 Thessalonians 1.1-10; Matthew 22.15-33

This Gospel reading contains the last of the challenges to Jesus by Jewish leaders. Firstly the Pharisees - educators of the common people in the Law. secondly the Herodians supporters of the royal family of Herod and close allies of the Romans and thirdly the Sadducees - keepers of the temple and powerful collaborators with the Romans; all approach Jesus to trip him up and all fail. This section ends with astonishment of the crowd.. Jesus shows himself again as the authoritative interpreter of Scripture. 

· Give us grace to study the Scriptures that Jesus loved. Help us to recognise your wisdom in their pages. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 30
[Pentecost 21]
– Sunday 25 October 2020

· Deuteronomy 34.1-12; Psalm 90.1-6, 13-17; 
1 Thessalonians 2.1-13; Matthew 22.34-46

Today’s Gospel brings to an end Jesus’ controversies with the Jewish leaders. 
His answer to the question of which commandments are the most important (of the 613 in the Jewish scriptures) is quite traditional and similar to other rabbis of the time. 
However, His answer to the question of who the Messiah is, is revolutionary. Clearly from Jesus’ argument The son mentioned must not be the son of David, but the Son of God. And by implication for the readers, Jesus himself.
· Give us grace to live more Christ-like lives and tell others of His glory. Amen.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church.

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
St Simon and St Jude, Apostles and Martyrs
– Wednesday 28 October 2020
· Deuteronomy 32.1-4; Psalm 19.1-6;
Jude 1-3, 17-25; Luke 6.12-16.

Simon and Jude were linked together because in tradition they formed a missionary team in Egypt and other parts of the Middle East. They were said to have been martyred together in Beirut, Lebanon. In Luke’s narrative of the calling of the apostles, Jesus goes off to pray first, as he does at other important turning points in Luke’s Gospel. This calling was profoundly important as it affected the future of Jesus’s Mission. For the Apostles, it would affect the rest of their lives, and many would die in witness to it.
· We give thanks for the life and work of Simon and Jude. As they died for Christ, so may we live for him.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
All Saints’ Day 
– Sunday 1 November 2020

· Revelation 7.9-17; Psalm 34.1-10, 22;
1 John 3.1-3; Matthew 5.1-12

In Matthew’s Gospel significant events in Jesus’ life occur on mountains, his temptation, the feeding of the 4 000, the Transfiguration, his arrest, and his final commissioning of his followers.
Today we remember the countless unrecognised saints who lived out the life of faith in Jesus and many of whom gave their lives for him. 
We give thanks for the unbroken chain of Christian saints through the ages without whose witness we would not experience the grace of Christ.  
· May God help us to examinee our lives and be inspired by the saints in more closely following our Lord. Amen.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Ordinary Sunday 32
[Pentecost 23]
– Sunday 8 November 2020

· Joshua 24.1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78.1-7;
1 Thessalonians 4.9-18; Matthew 25.1-13
Today’s parable is the second in a series of three about how to live in the context of the coming glorious Son of Man. The parable fits in with marriage practice of the time, as far aS we know it. The bridegroom goes to the bride’s house to sign the marriage contract with the bride’s father and then returns with the bride. 
His household would greet him. It was assumed that his meeting would take some time, because the young women had all brought lamps. Those who were unprepared missed out. Watch and wait is about living each day as if it is the Day.
· Help us to live each day in the light of Christ’s coming Kingdom.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan.

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 33
[Pentecost 24]
– Sunday 15 November 2020

· Judges 4.1-10; Psalm 123; 
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11; Matthew 25.14-30

Today’s parable the last in a series of how to be prepared for the coming of the Messiah.  The first, a parable contrasting the attitude and behaviour of two household overseers, waiting for the return of the owner of the house - one faithful and one greedy and power hungry.  The second about ten young women waiting for the bridegroom   - five prepared and five not. 
This parable about the use of money (talents) while waiting for the returning Jesus. Our lives as Christians are supposed to be for the benefit of society around us. Sitting quietly in a holy huddle is not an option.
· Give us grace to view each day in the light of Christ.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020



	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Twitter
	


	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them, and
separate Australian stamps from overseas ones.
Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building 
NSW 1230



	[image: image6.jpg]






Ordinary Sunday 34
[Last Sunday after Pentecost]
Christ the Universal King
– Sunday 22 November 2020

· Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100 or 95.1-7;
Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 25.31-46

Praxis means essentially doing the Gospel, not simply thinking or talking about it. Today’s Gospel contrasts positive and negative examples of Christian praxis. Not only are the sheep carrying out the Gospel in practice, they are not even aware of it.  Likewise, the goats are unaware that they are not caring out the Gospel, by not caring for the least members of His family.
Believing and doing cannot in fact be separated in the Christian life. Both are essential and interdependent.  Jesus is Lord of all our believing and all our doing.
· May God help us to be doers of the Word not hearers only.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of Christ Church Cathedral, Newcastle.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Advent 1
– Sunday 29 November 2020

A new ecclesiastical year begins for the Western Church today.

· Isaiah 64.1-9; Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19; 
1 Corinthians 1.1-9; Mark 13.24-37 

It seems that the Roman Emperor Vespasian needed a striking victory to establish his rule, and so what had begun as the quelling of a revolt in Palestine, became an utter destruction. 
If you are taken to the base of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem today, you will see huge stones from the second temple, some as large as houses, tossed from the top of the Mount. It would have taken enormous effort, even as it would today, to accomplish this.
Advent calls us again to consider the coming of Christ and Mark chapter 13 plunges us into his vision of the future. It reminds us that most of what we regard as permanent in our own lives is in fact temporary. Ultimately what we can rely on is Christ. Come Lord Jesus!
· We pray that we may live each day in the light of his coming.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Sudan.
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
St Andrew’s Day
– Monday 30 November 2020

· Deuteronomy 30.11-14; Psalm 19.1-6;
Romans 10.8-18; Matthew 4.18-22

To a Jewish audience of the day this Gospel reading would have seemed unusual. Disciples sought out a Rabbi, not the reverse. Jesus chooses his inner circle, including Andrew. 
Fishermen occupied a different place in society at the time.  We know from the New Testament that these fishermen had servants and owned their boat - wood was an expensive commodity in Palestine. The romantic notion of poor fishermen doesn’t really fit the situation. 
In the narrative, the lack of preparation, the simple invitation given by Jesus and the immediate response of the disciples suggests the complete attractiveness of the person of Jesus.
· Help us to live out the call to follow Jesus day by day.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of St Andrew’s Cathedral, Sydney, and its school
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South-East Asia
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Advent 2
– Sunday 6 December 2020

· Isaiah 40.1-11; Psalm 85.1-2, 8-13;
2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8

Scholars believe that Mark was the first Gospel written and as such he created the term Gospel meaning a written account concerning Jesus. The other Evangelists begin their narratives at various beginnings. Matthew and Luke with the the birth of Christ, and John with the ultimate beginning even before the beginning mentioned in Genesis. 
However, in Mark, Jesus the Messiah bursts onto the scene to be baptised and begin his mission. In fact, immediately is a favourite word of Mark’s and indicates the urgency that the mission be begun and fulfilled.
· Give us grace to repent and hear the Good News afresh.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya.

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Advent 3
– Sunday 13 December 2020

· Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11; Either Psalm 126 or The Song of Mary;
1 Thessalonians 5.12-28; John 1.6-8, 19-28 

In this week’s Gospel we have part of John’s stunning Prologue. We also have John’s introduction of John the Baptiser. The one who sets the scene for the coming Messiah. John’s appearance is prophesied. In fact, he is the last of the Old Testament style of prophets, coming out of the wilderness and preaching judgement and repentance. John makes it very clear that he is not the Messiah and points to the one to come. Jesus will turn up soon enough. 
From the very beginning of the narrative in John’s Gospel there is a tension with the Jewish leaders who want to know “who are you?” - first John and then Jesus himself. The rest of the Gospel is taken up with answering this question.
· We give thanks to God for John the evangelist and his Gospel of profound wisdom and witness. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Advent 4
– Sunday 20 December 2020

· 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16; 
Either Psalm 89.1-4, 19-27 or The Song of Mary
Romans 16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38

The Annunciation: Mary is at the very bottom of the social scale - female in a society which values males, young in a society that values age and poor in a society that sees wealth as a blessing from God. However as is often the case in salvation history is it the lowly who are chosen. The youngest sons - Jacob and David, the foreigner,  - Ruth, the shepherd - Amos. In fact the Old Testament people of God are to remember their lowly beginnings. (“I wandering Aramean was my father”).
Gabriel tells Mary that she has found favour with God. In spite of all the serious consequences for her, Mary’s response is unequivocal. Yes.
· May we too say an unequivocal yes to actively follow the Christ.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of all who are preparing churches throughout the country for Christmas around this time.
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

St Thomas’s Day
– Monday 21 December 2020

· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117; 
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29

What do we know about the Apostle Thomas? His name means the twin; he doubted the resurrection of Jesus before he believed and he was traditionally seen as the Apostle to India who died a martyr’s death. 
I am drawn to Thomas because he often says what others are thinking, or asks the question others would like to ask. 
Another way of looking at today’s Gospel story is that Thomas was so overwhelmed by loss and grief that he could not trust himself to believe. Yet when he believed, he followed Jesus to the end of the earth and his own death.
· We pray for the St Thomas Christians of India and their enduring witness through millennia.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Mar Thoma (St Thomas) Church in Australia – they are in full communion with Anglican Churches throughout the world.
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Christmas Day
– Friday 25 December 2020

· Isaiah 52.7-10; Psalm 98;
Hebrews 1.1-12; John 1.1-14

This Gospel reading for Christmas Day is chosen from St John. It sets the coming of Jesus in cosmic terms. God chooses to rescue humankind by inserting himself into our reality. 

Why do we celebrate the birth of Jesus in such a focused way? Because the saving event of His death and resurrection only makes sense if we know who he is - both truly human and truly divine. Jesus does not simply turn up to go to his death, but enters human life as we do, and lives his life before the people. It is precisely because of who he is that his death is redemptive for us and the whole of creation.
· We give thanks for Jesus coming among us, blessing all things material by his presence.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Holy Nativity at Bethlehem and pray for all who worship our God-made-flesh there at this time. 
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

St Stephen’s Day
– Saturday 26 December 2020

· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8;
Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22

 As the first martyr Stephen is seen as following the pattern of the Christ. According to Luke, Stephen was a man of grace and power, a man of works and signs among the people; he disputes those who challenge him. He is arrested and brought to trial and false witnesses accuse him. He is taken out of the city and executed. At his death there is a disposal of his clothing. Stephen prays for his spirit to be accepted and asks for forgiveness for his murderers. Finally he is buried by faithful people. All of these actions are paralleled in Jesus’ last hours. We may not be called to give our lives for Christ, but we are called to live our lives for Him.
· We pray for all those who suffer for their faith in Christ in our current world
· Give thanks for the work and witness of all deacons and archdeacons in our Church
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

EITHER

St John the Evangelist’s Day
– Sunday 27 December 2020

· Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100 or 95.1-7;
Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 25.31-46

Scholars generally believe that John’s Gospel was the last written. Although some of the details are very early. He is traditionally seen as the youngest of the apostles. He was exiled for a time on the island of Patmos. He is also seen as living to a great age in Ephesus.
Today’s gospel reading, fittingly has a younger John outrunning the more senior Peter but not willing to enter the tomb first, either out of fear or respect for Peter.  
Unlike the earlier raising of Lazarus, who comes from the tombs still in the grave clothes, these grave clothes are carefully arranged, showing that something quite different had happened. Jesus had risen.
· As we draw to the close of this harrowing year fill us with renewed hope in the power of the Resurrection of Christ.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of Kerina Evangelists’ College in Papua New Guinea
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

OR
Christmas 1
– Sunday 27 December 2020
· Isaiah 61.10—62.3; Pslam 148;
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.22-40

The prophets Simeon and Anna have been waiting their whole lives to give the message in today’s Gospel reading. It is obviously of the greatest importance.
In his blessing of Jesus the prophet Simeon proclaims the positive, overall significance of Jesus. This is the salvation prepared before all people. The theme of salvation is resumed by Luke at the very end of his second book, The Acts of the Apostles, where Paul states that this salvation of God has been sent also to the Gentiles.
Simeon’s statement sets out the message of the story - Jesus is to be the glory of his people Israel, and then light of revelation for all peoples.
· We thank God that His grace is available to all people.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of Kerina Evangelists’ College in Papua New Guinea

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Holy Innocents’ Day
– Monday 28 December 2020

· Jeremiah 31.15-20; Psalm 124;
1 John 1.5 – 2.2; Matthew 2.13-18 

In this story in Matthew, Herod’s megalomania and paranoia drive him to kill hundreds of newborn males in the outside chance that one of them is a candidate for the Messiah, which Herod claims to be himself. The story of arbitrary cruelty and self aggrandisement is a familiar one throughout history.
This commemoration resonates in our present world, as we see the growth of authoritarianism and the death and mistreatment of so many innocents for political purposes. 
· Pray for all prisoners of conscious and those who are tortured for their faith.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of Anglican Amnesty International groups around the world.
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
– Friday 1 January 2021
· Numbers 6.22-27; Psalm 8
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.15-21

This narrative, where Jesus is presented in the Temple on the eighth day is traditionally seen as demonstrating the humanity of Jesus and his submission to the Mosaic Law. Names are of great importance in the Scriptures. In the Old Testament the name represented the essence of the person, or their function in salvation history. Names are changed to clearly show the purpose of their mission such as Abram and Sarai to Abraham and Sarah, and Jacob to Israel.
The naming of Jesus (meaning Saviour), a name not in his family tradition (like John the Baptiser’s name) emphasises his pre-eminent role in salvation history as Redeemer. 
· We give thanks to God for the redemption of Christ among us in our broken humanity.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev and Rt Hon Justin Welby
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Christmas 2
– Sunday 4 January 2021
· Either Jeremiah 31.7-14 or Sirach 24.1-12; Psalm 147.12-20;
Ephesians 1.3-14; John 1.(1-9) 10-18

The Gospel reading for today - John’s Prologue - first reveals the coming of Jesus at a matter of cosmic importance. It is clearly God’s intention to come among his people.
Then John locates the narrative in a particular place and time - at the time of the ministry of John the Baptiser in first century Palestine. Some scholars call this the scandal of particularity. An idea that John simply assumes.
In the world in which the early church found itself proclaiming Jesus in this way was shocking all round. For Greek philosophy the spiritual and physical realms could not mix, for Jews, God was utterly unapproachable.
The apostles assert from their own conviction and experience that both are true. Jesus the Christ, truly God and truly human. Alleluia!
· We give thanks that God has blessed our humanity with his presence in Christ. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
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The Epiphany
– Tuesday 6 January 2021
· Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12

One of the Greek kings the middle east before the time of Jesus called himself Seleucius Epiphanes meaning God manifest or revealed.  He was one of the most oppressive and hated of all the kings of the Greek East. - Quite a different revelation here! The Epiphany as the  Showing of the Christ to the Gentiles (i.e. us). 
If we deal with the text and not the Christmas postcards, we have an undisclosed number of wisemen, who represent the Gentile world; and 3 gifts - and what symbolic gifts they are! Gold for a king; frankincense for the divinity of Jesus and myrrh suggesting preparing for burial. Like all good Christmas theology, we see the birth of Jesus in the shadow of the cross.

· We pray for Christians throughout the world, that we may live out our baptismal promises in our own life situation.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of all those who prepare others and their godparents or sponsors for baptism
· Pray for all those who will be baptised today and on other days later this year.
Text:
The Very Rev Phillip Saunders, 
Dean of Canberra and Goulburn
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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