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Robert McLean

This quarter’s reflections have been written by Robert McLean, ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator. Robert has been with ABM since 2008.  

Robert completed a postgraduate degree in theology from the University of Otago in New Zealand in 1996 and has been employed within the Anglican Church in various roles ever since.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections, Third Quarter 2020
1 July – 29 September
The Coming of the Light: 
First Missionaries in the Torres Strait
– Wednesday 1 July 2020
· Isaiah 58.8-11; Psalm 27;
2 Corinthians 4.5-6; John 12.35-47

Isaiah’s prophecy talks about God’s protection surrounding the ‘people of light’ and says that God will hear those who call. He then goes on, If you remove … If you offer … providing a pattern which focuses on spiritual growth for ourselves and our duty of practical help towards our neighbours. 
· Pray for God’s light to penetrate into the world’s dark places.
· Give thanks for the peoples of the Torres Strait and for their special place in our country.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Saint Thomas, Apostle and Martyr 
– Wednesday 3 July 2020 
[if not observed on 21 December]
· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117;
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29

God says to the Prophet Habakkuk that the righteous live by their faith. How might we live in faith? What things might we embark on if we had more trust in God? Where is God calling us to be in faith?

· Pray that we might have courage to trust God, having a lively faith that is prepared to take risks for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.

· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020


Ordinary Sunday 14
[Pentecost 5]
– Sunday 5 July 2020

· Genesis 24.34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45.10-17;
Romans 7.14-25; Matthew 11.15-19, [20-24], 25-30

In the reading from Genesis we read how God brings Rebekah and Isaac together for marriage. Rebekah is blessed by her family and goes with the servants to meet Isaac. As custom demands she puts on a veil so that she may not be seen by her husband-to-be before the wedding.
· Pray for all those whose weddings have been delayed or changed by Covid-19.
· Give thanks for the Aboriginal peoples of Australia and for their special place in our country.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 15
[Pentecost 6]
– Sunday 12 July 2020
· Genesis 25.19-34; Psalm 119.105-112;
Romans 8.1-11; Matthew 13.1-9, [10-17], 18-23
Today we read of hungry Esau throwing away his birthright for a mess of potage, a lentil stew, cooked by his brother, Jacob. It was an expensive deal: The son who had the birthright became the family leader on his father’s death and inherited twice as much as any other brother (Deuteronomy 21.15-17). What valuable things have we thrown away for short-term gain in our lives?
· Pray that we can see the true value of the people and relationships we have in each facet of our lives, and that we can give thanks to God for everything that is precious
· Give thanks for the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them.

Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building 
NSW 1230



	[image: image4.png]+ COMPOSTELANO 1965

ANO SANTO

>
il
o
w
>
5
3
)
| Z
-
R
[ g
-
iy
>
Z
o]
©
D
[¢2








Ordinary Sunday 16
[Pentecost 7]
– Sunday 19 July 2020

· Genesis 28.10-19a; Psalm 139.1-11, 23-24;
Romans 8.12-25; Matthew 13.24-30, [31-33], 36-43

We read of Jacob’s dream at Bethel. Once Jacob woke he said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!’ How many times have we taken God’s presence for granted, or worse, ignored the fact that wherever we are, God is by our side. 
· Pray that we will discern God’s presence with us hour by hour. Pray that we will listen to God’s voice.
· Give thanks for the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe (대한성공회), the Anglican Church of Korea.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Saint Mary Magdalene 
– Wednesday 22 July 2020
· Song of Songs 3.1-4a; Psalm 63; 
2 Corinthians 5.14-21; John 20.1-18
Mary Magdalene is a saint I wish we knew more about. Early in the Church’s history she was presented variously as either a whore or Jesus’ wife – with no biblical support for either idea. What we do know for sure is that she was a faithful disciple from Magdala in the Galilee region. This is why the Church has chosen today’s reading from the Song of Songs: a song from a woman to her beloved.
· Pray that like Mary Magdalene we might ardently seek ‘him whom our soul loves’
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Melanesia.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links


Saint James, Apostle and Martyr
– Saturday 25 July 2020
· Jeremiah 45; Psalm 126;
Acts 11.27–12.3 or 2 Corinthians 4.7-15; 
Matthew 20.20-28
Today’s reading from Jeremiah shows us Jeremiah’s scribe Baruch being told by God to focus only on the things that are not passing away (that is, the things of God) and not to worry about status, because the world he knew was about to pass away. It was the same for James – the world he knew was about to be turned upside down by the Good News of Jesus Christ.

· Pray that we will be able to concentrate on the things that really matter, rather than on distractions such as status.
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Myanmar.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 17
[Pentecost 8]
– Sunday 26 July 2020
· Genesis 29. 15-28; Psalm 105.1-11 or Psalm 128
Romans 8.26-39; Matthew 13.44-58
Having tricked his older brother out of his birthright, Jacob is himself tricked. Having served Laban for seven years on the understanding that he would be allowed to marry Laban’s younger daughter, Rachel, Jacob finds that the veiled woman he went to bed with was in fact Leah, the older sister, not nearly as pretty in Jacob’s eyes. Complaining, Jacob is forced to hear Laban saying that giving the younger daughter in marriage before the first is not the done thing. Jacob then works for another seven years in order to enter into a (polygamous) marriage with Rachel.
· Pray for all who find themselves to have been tricked or swindled by wily, unscrupulous operators.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
 
Ordinary Sunday 18
[Pentecost 9]
– Sunday 2 August 2020
· Genesis 32.22-31; Psalm 17.1-7, 16;
Romans 9.1-8, [9-16]; Matthew 14.13-21

Today we read of Jacob’s strange wrestling match and subsequent renaming as Israel. Having tricked his father-in-law Laban into giving him the best flocks as he took his polygamous family back to his own home in Canaan, Jacob finds himself left on one side of the river wrestling with a man he later realizes is God. The river, Jabbok (Wadi Zerqa), flows into Jordan about 40 km north of the Dead Sea. There is word-play here on the name of the river: ‘abaq in Hebrew sounds much like Jacob. The match is won by God who causes Jacob to limp, as a sign of God’s power over humans, but spares his life, as a sign of mercy. God’s renaming of Jacob means that he is to give up his life as a shyster and become the father of the Jewish people.
· Pray that God would reward those who wrestle with their faith with a clearer vision of all things that appear to be mystical or incomprehensible.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of Sudan.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
– Monday 3 August 2020 
[if not observed on 26 December]
· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8;
Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22

Like St Stephen, Zechariah son of the priest Jehoiada was a man whose life upset those in authority. His death came as a result of his calling truth to power. In recent months we have seen various demonstrations around the world to remind those in power that Black Lives Matter. If power corrupts, it also deafens. That was true in Old Testament times, when St Stephen was martyred, and in our own day and age: To quote the song, They would not listen, they're not listening still: Perhaps they never will. Nonetheless, our faith calls us to action against injustice.

· Pray that the Church will not be feeble when it comes to speaking up against the many injustices that blight our world
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Kenya.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

 The Transfiguration of our Lord
– Thursday 6 August 2020
· Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97;
2 Peter 1.16-19, [20-21]; Mark 9.2-10

The Prophet Daniel’s vision of ‘one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven to the Ancient One and being presented before him’ is almost the opposite of what happens in the account of the transfiguration at what Christians have thought since the third century to be Mount Tabor, although Mount Meron and Mount Nebo have been more recently offered as candidates for the site. Though both accounts have God’s presence represented by a cloud, at the mountain it is God who presents his Son to the disciples and we are told to ‘listen to him’. How often do we listen to the voice of Jesus?
· Pray that our ears might be open to the sound of Christ’s voice, and that we may truly listen to him.
· Give thanks for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan 

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 19
[Pentecost 10]
– Sunday 9 August 2020
· Genesis 37.1-4, 12-28; Psalm 105.1-6, 16-22;
Romans 10.4-15; Matthew 14.22-36

Today’s OT reading almost sounds like the beginning of the plot for an international crime drama: family jealousies leading to people trafficking. Having been dragged to Canaan by their father with his two wives (Leah and Rachel), and his concubines, (Bilhah and Zilpah) Joseph’s brothers are sick of him: not only is he a blabbermouth, telling tales against them and their mothers to their father Jacob, but their clueless father dotes on the idiot! What’s to be done? First the brothers plot murder but on the advice of big-brother Ruben, blood isn’t spilt. They sell him off into the hands of Ishmaelites who traffick him to Egypt.
· Pray for the souls of all those who have murdered by family members, and for whose family members have made the attempt. Pray also for all those who are trafficked and abused at the hands of the evil and depraved. 
· Give thanks for the Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa 

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Mary, Mother of our Lord 
– Saturday 15 August 2020
· Isaiah 61.10 - 62.3; Psalm 113 or the Song of Mary; 
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.1-7

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations (Isaiah 61.11). The prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled in the person of Mary, who through her ‘yes’ to God’s plan for her, brings to birth praise and righteousness in the person of Jesus, not just for his own people, but for all the nations of the world. How can we say yes to God’s plan for us and our lives?  

· Pray that we will answer yes to God when invited to play a part of the redemption of the world on his behalf
· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 20 
[Pentecost 11]
– Sunday 16 August 2020
· Genesis 45.1-15; Psalm 133;
Romans 11.13-32 [33-36]; Matthew 15.[10-20]; 21-28

Oddly, today we jump over all of Joseph’s experiences in Egypt – from prison to virtual prince – and find ourselves towards the end of the story with his brothers where he reveals who he is and says he was sent ahead by God to ensure his brothers’ continued existence because of the famine that has beset the area. Joseph has made meaning out of his ghastly experience and forgives his once-murderous brothers. 
· Pray that all those who have life experiences which are horrid can find some kind of meaning and thrive, just as Joseph did.
· Give thanks for the Nippon Se Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Ordinary Sunday 20 
[Pentecost 12]
– Sunday 23 August 2020
· Exodus 1.8 – 2.10; Psalm 124;
Romans 12.1-8; Matthew 16.13-20
As we all know, government sentiments change and the story we now read is one where the Israelite people found themselves surrounded by prejudice and hostility in Egypt. History repeats itself when Moses is born: like Joseph, he, a Hebrew, will come to live with the Egyptian royal family.
· Pray for those who are subject to prejudice and hostility because of their ethnic background. May God’s Spirit support and encourage them in the face of racism and other forms of irrational hatred.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

Text:
 Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Saint Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr
– Monday 24 August 2020
· Deuteronomy 18.15-18 ;  Psalm 145.10-18;
Revelation 21.9b-14; John 1.45-51

In the OT reading we see that God promises to raise up a new prophet for the Israelite people so that they will know what the Lord has to say concerning them. What is the Lord saying to us in Australia today?
· Pray that the voice of God is heard through true prophets in every society,
· Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 22 
[Pentecost 13]
– Sunday 30 August 2020
· Exodus 3.1-15; Psalm 105.1-6, 23-26;
Romans 12.9-21; Matthew 16.21-28; 

Today’s OT reading sees Moses talking to the Burning Bush that was not consumed by the flames. At the end of the passage we read that God’s name is i am – note the present tense – the living God. If you were to look at a Greek Orthodox icon, in the halo around Jesus’ head there is almost always the Greek text ὁ ὤν – often in capital letters, Ὁ ὬΝ. Literally this means ‘the being one’ but ‘he who is’ is a better translation. Jesus is God, today, yesterday, for ever.
· Pray that we, being made in God’s image, may be truly alive and live our lives truly for him. 

· Give thanks for the work of Jesus-Shaped Life, the Communion’s church growth and discipleship initiative.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
The Martyrs of New Guinea
– Saturday 2 September 2020 

· Zephaniah 3.14-20; Psalm 130;
Romans 8.33-39; John 12.20-32

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival (Zephaniah 3.17-18a). Would we be able to make the ultimate sacrifice for God if called to do so? Pray that we too might remain strong for God.
· Give thanks to God for the lives of all who have been baptised in their own blood for God 
· Give thanks for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea as they look to fill episcopal vacancies and elect an archbishop.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Ordinary Sunday 23 
[Pentecost 14]
– Sunday 6 September 2020
· Exodus 12.1-14; Psalm 149;
Romans 13.1-10; Matthew 18.10-20

Today (in the middle of a lengthy discourse on the plagues of Egypt) we read of the Passover, seemingly to scholars a combination of two ancient festivals of two ancient peoples – one agrarian, the other nomadic: part seems to be from an agricultural people who when harvesting their cereal crops destroyed the previous year’s yeast and began a new starter; the other seems to be from a peripatetic herder people who propitiated their gods by sacrificing a lamb from the flock as they moved from wet winter pastures to dry summer ones.
· Pray that we give thanks to God as the seasons change, giving thanks for the beauties and joys of each. Remember with thanks the farmers who grow our food, and those who make foodstuffs out of their products.
· Give thanks for the work of the Anglican Alliance for Development, Relief and Advocacy.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 24 
[Pentecost 15]
– Sunday 13 September 2020
· Exodus 14.19-31; Psalm 114 or Exodus 15.1-13, 17-18; 
Romans 14.1-14; Matthew 18.21-35

We read of the Exodus – the way out of the Hebrew people through the Red Sea.  We cannot really know what happened that day (indeed there is scant archaeological evidence that Egypt was home to the Hebrews). But that is of little consequence to the meaning of the text: the writer(s) of this story want us to know of God’s final victory in a dire situation. The Israelites’ liberation from Egypt is described in terms of a birth – through a path, out of water. The theme strongly influenced later biblical tradition for both the Hebrew people as well as for Christians.
· Pray that we might see where God is leading us, so that we might cast off our shackles and walk towards freedom.
· Give thanks for the Anglican Communion Office, and for all the work they do on behalf of Anglicans worldwide.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020

Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
– Monday 14 September 2020
· Numbers 21.4b-9; Psalm 22.23-28;
1 Corinthians 1.18-24 or Philippians 2.5-11; 
John 3.13-17

Today we read of the bronze serpent which Moses set up for the people as a means by which those who had been bitten by snakes might be healed. It is the same with the cross: an object symbolising death has been lifted up to heal. With all the gorgeous crosses in churches and all the beautiful jewellery worn round the necks of Christians, it’s easy to forget that the cross is a symbol of state-sanctioned killing, as much as a gurney with straps and a needle filled with lethal chemicals, or an electric chair. 
· Pray for all those on death row throughout the world, whether innocent or guilty, remembering Jesus’ words of comfort to the Penitent Thief.
· Give thanks for all churches and institutions dedicated to the Holy Cross, remembering especially Holy Cross Seminary in Yangon, Myanmar

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 25 
[Pentecost 16]
– Sunday 20 September 2020

· Exodus 16.2-15; Psalm 105.1-6, 37-45;
Philippians 1. 1-20, [21-30]; Matthew 20.1-16

Even though God was already providing for the Israelites as they were journeying out of Egypt, the people nonetheless complained, remembering their enslavement as an idyllic time when they sat by fleshpots eating their fill of bread. So, having provided for their needs, God now provides for the ungrateful people’s wants, sending them manna in the morning and quails in the evening. God gives freely to sustain life in a foretaste of the Eucharist. ‘In Exodus, through food and water, the people are transformed, as they grow from adolescence to adulthood – into being God’s people, obedient to him.’ – Chris Haslam
· Pray that we will be committed to sharing God’s generosity throughout the world.

· Give thanks for all those who generously care for others, especially remembering Anglicare and all other church caring agencies throughout Australia.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020


Saint Matthew, Apostle and Martyr
– Monday 21 September 2020
· Proverbs 3.1-6; Psalm 19.1-6;
Ephesians 4.1-14; Matthew 9.9-13

Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you; bind them round your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favour and good repute in the sight of God and of people (Proverbs 3.3-4). Loyalty and faithfulness are esteemed by the writer of Proverbs. In what ways do they feature in our lives? Are they good and true? Or are they of the tawdry ‘love that asks no questions’ type, blind to negative effects?

· Pray that our loyalties and fidelity may first be to God, and then to anyone or anything that promotes an inclusive common good.
· Give thanks for the Archbishop of Canterbury as he leads the Anglican Communion.

Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
Ordinary Sunday 26 
[Pentecost 17]
– Sunday 27 September 2020

· Exodus 17.1-7; Psalm 78.1-4, 11-16
Philippians 2 or Philippians 2.1-13; Matthew 21.23-32
Having sent ten plagues to the people of Egypt, God tests the Israelites ten times as they travel through the wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula to see if they will remain faithful. This time water has run out. The Israelites are seriously peeved with Moses’ leadership – the Hebrew word translated as ‘quarrelled’ really means ‘took legal action against’. Moses shrugs it all off, seeing it as the people complaining against God, rather than against him. So God tells Moses to take his staff and strike it against the rock at Horeb. The people’s need is answered by their ever-providing God as water gushes out of the rock.
· Pray that as we wander through times of spiritual desolation we will be alert to God giving us spiritual water from which to drink.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia, the Most Rev Geoff Smith, and for the General Secretary of the General Synod, Anne Hywood, and the staff in the General Synod Office.
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020


Saint Michael and All Angels
– Tuesday 29 September 2020
· Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14 or Ezekiel 1.4-12; Psalm 138;
Revelation 12.7-12a; John 1.45-51

Ezekiel’s vision is an attempt to describe the indescribable. Beyond human beings with wings, how can one describe God’s heavenly messengers (angel means messenger)? In the fifth or sixth century a writer known to us as Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite wrote a book called On the Celestial Hierarchy. In it he proposed nine levels of spiritual beings which he grouped into three orders: Highest – seraphim, cherubim, and thrones; Middle – dominions, virtues and powers; Lowest – principalities, archangels and angels. Sadly, he didn’t leave us instructions on how to describe or draw them, so like Ezekiel, we have to do the best we can.
· Pray that we might listen when God sends messages to us through others
· Give thanks for the less obvious angels in our lives: doctors, nurses, firefighters, and all the essential workers who have kept the rest of us supplied with food, entertainment and (lest we forget) toilet paper during the strong lockdown conditions we’ve been observing, as well as those staying at home to keep us all safe
Text:
Robert McLean
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2020
It is with great pleasure that I present the third quarter’s set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2020, which are focussed on the Old Testament readings.


It is ABM’s hope that you will find that these reflections prompt and help your congregations to ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Scriptures, and that in doing so, their faith will be deepened. 


We hope that you find them to be helpful as we continue being the Church through the unfolding pandemic in new and different ways. 





Wilnor Flores


Church to Church Program Officer








Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, wherever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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